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IT  has  beeh^  foii  feverkl  ydarsj  the  earneft 
wilh  of  the  writer  of  the  following 
pages  to  addrefs  his  Countrymen  on  the 
important  fubjed  of  Religion  ;  but  the  va,-* 
rious  duties  of  his  public  flation,  and  a 
conAitution  incapable  of  much  labour, 
have  obftrufted  the  execution  of  his  pur- 
pofe.  Long  has  he  been  looking  forward 
to  fbme  vacant  feafon,  in  which  he  might 
devote  his  whole  time  and  attention  to 
this  interefting  fervice,  free  from  the  in- 
terruption of  all  other  concerns ;  and  hel 
has  the  rather  wifhed  for  this  opportunity 
of  undiftra6led  reflexion,  from  a  defire 
that  what  he  might  fend  into  the  world 
might  thus  be  rendered  lefs  undeferving 
of  the  public  eye.  Meanwhile  life  is. 
wearing  away,  and  he  daily  become^  more 
and  more  convinced,  that  he  might  wait 
in  vain  for  this  feafon  of  compleat  va- 
cancy. He  muft  be  content,  therefore,  to 
improve  luch  occafional  intervals  of  leilure 
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as  may  occur  to  him  in  the  courfe  of  an 
aftive  and  bufy  life,  and  to  throw  himfelf 
on  the  Reader's  indulgence  for  the  pardon 
of  fuch  imperfeftions,  as  the  opportunity 
of  undiverted  attention  and  maturer  reflec- 
tions might  have  enabled  him  to  difcover 
and -cor  reft. 

But  the  plea  here  fuggefted  is  by  no 
means  intended  as  an  excufe  for  the  opi- 
nions which  he  fhall  exprefs,  if  they  be 
found  miftaken.  Here,  if  he  be  in  an  er- 
ror, he'  freely  acknowledges  it  to  be  a  deli- 
berate error.  He  would  indeed  account 
himfelf  unpardonable  were  he  to  obtrude 
upon  the  public  his  firft  crude  thoughts 
on  a  fubjedl  of  fuch  vaft  importance  ;  and 
he  can  truly  declare,  that  what  he  ihall 
offer  is  the  relult  of  clofe  obfervation,  fe- 
rious  inquiry,  much  reading,  and  long  and 
repeated  confideration. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  he  may  be  ac- 
cufed  of  deviating  from  his  proper  line, 
and  of  impertinently  interfering  in  the 
concerns  of  a  Profeffion  to  which  he  does 
not  belong.  If  it  were  neceflary,  how- 
ever, to  defend  himfelf  againft  this  charge, 
he  might  Ihelter  hirnfelf  under  the  autho- 
rity of  many  mofl  relpeftable  examples. 

But 
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But  to  fuch  an  accufation  fu rely  it  may  be 
/iilficient  to  reply,  that  it  is  *the  duty  of 
every  man  to  promote  the  happine{s  of 
his  fellow-creatures  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power ;  and  that  he  who  thinks  he  fees 
many  around  him,  whom  he  efteems  and 
loves,  labouring  under  a  fatal  error,  muft 
have  a  cold  heart,  or  a  nioft  confined  no- 
tion of  benevolence,  if  he  could  withhold 
his  endeavours  to  fet  them  right,  from  arf 
apprehenfion  of  incurring  the  imputation 
of  officioufnefs* 

But  he  might  alfb  allege,  as  a  full  jufti- 
iication,  not  only  that  Religion  is  the 
bufinefs  of  every  one,  but  that  its  advance- 
ment or  decline  in  any  country  is  fo  inti- 
mately connefted  with  the  temporal  inte- 
refts  of  fociety,  as  to  render  it  the  peculiar 
concern  of  a  political  man  ;  and  that  what 
he  may  prefumc  to  offer  on  the  fubje6l  of 
Religion  may  perhaps  be  peruied  with  lels 
jealoufy  and  more  candour,  from  the  very 
circuraftance  of  its  having  been  written  by 
a  Layman,  which  muft  at  leaft  exclude 
the  idea  (an  id^^a  fometimes  illiberally  fug- 
gefted  to  take  otf  the  efFe6l  of  the  works 
of  Ecclefiaftics)  that  it  is  prompted  by 
motives  of  felf-intereft^  or  of  profeflional 
prejudice^  ^ 

B  i  tvr 
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BtJT  if  the  writer's  apology  fhould 
not  be  found  in  the  work  itfelf,  and  in  his 
avowed  motive  for  undertaking  it ;  in  vain 
would  he  endeavour  to  fatisfy  his  readers 
^  by  any  excufes  which  he  might  allege  :  he 
will  therefore  proceed,  without  farther 
preamble,  to  lay  before  them  a  general 
ftatement  of  his  delign. 

The  main  objeft  which  he  has  in  view 
is,  not   to   convince   the    Sceptic,   or   to 

anfwer  the  arguments  of  perfbns  who 
avowedly  oppofe  the  fundamental  do6lrines 
of  our  Religion  ;  but  to  point  out  the 
fcanty  and  erroneous  lyftem  of  the  bulk  of 
thofe  who  belong  to  the  clafs  of  orthodox 
Chriftians,  and  to  contraft  their  defeftive 
fcheme  with  a  reprcfentation  of  what  the 
author  apprehends  to  be  real  Chriftianity. 
Often  has  it  filled  him  with  deep  concern, 
to  obferve  in  this  defcription  of  perfbns, 
Icarcely  any  diftinft  knowledge  of  the  real 
nature  and  principles  of  the  Religion  which 
they  profefs.  The  fubjeft  is  of  infinite  im- 
portance ;  let  it  not  be  driven  out  of  our 
minds  by  tlie  buftle  or  difliipations  of  life. 
This  prefent  fcene,  with  all  its  cares  and 
all  its  gaieties,  will  foon  be  rolled  away, 
and  "  we  muft  ftand  before  the  judge- 
*'  ment-feat  of  Chrift/*    This  aweful  con- 

iideration 
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fideration  will  prompt  the  writer  to  ex- 
prefs  himfelf  with  greater  freedom  than  he 
ihould  otherwife  be  dilpofed  to  ufe.  And 
he  trufts  that  this  confideration,  while  it 
juftifies  his  franknefs,  will  fecure  to  him  a 
ferious  and  patient  perufal. 

Bar  it  would  be  trefpaffing  on  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  reader  to  detain  him  with 
introdu6lory  remarks.  Let  it  only  be  fur- 
ther premifed,  that  if  what  (hall  be  ftated 
(hould  to  any  appear  needlefsly  auftere 
and  rigid,  the  writer  muft  lay  in  his  claim 
not  to  be  condemned,  without  a  fair  in- 
quiiy  whether  his  ftatements  do  or  do  not 
accord  with  the  language  of  the  facred 
writings.  To  that  teft  he  refers  with  con- 
fidence. And  it  mufl  be  conceded  by  thofe 
who  admit  the  authority  of  Scripture,  that 
from  the  decifion  of  the  word  of  God 
there  can  be  no  appeal. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

INADEQUATE  CONCEPTIONS  OF  THE 
IMPORTANCE  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

Popular  Notions. — Scripture  Account. — Igno^ 
ranee  in  this  Cafe  criminal. — T*ivq  falfe 
Maxims  expofed. 

BEFORE  we  proceed  to  the  confider*  popular 
ation  of  any  particular  defe6te  in  the  reli-  n^^*^"^- 
gi©us  fyftem  of  the  bulk  of  prpfeffed  Chriftians, 
it  may  be  proper  to  point  out  the  very  inade- 
quate  conception  which  they  entertain  of  the 
importance  of  Chriftianity  in  general,  of  its 
peculiar  nature,  and  fiiperior  excellence.  If 
we  liften  to  their  converfation,  virtue  is  praiA 
ed,  and  vice  is  cenfured;  -piety  is  perhaps 
applauded,  and  profanenefs  condemned.  So 
far  all  is  well.  But  let  any  one,  who  would 
not  be  deceived  by  thefe  ^^  barren  generali* 
ties,"  examine  a  little  more  clofely,  and  he 
will  find,  that  not  to  Chriftianity  in  particu- 
lar, but  at  beft  to  Religion  in  general,  perhaps 
to  mere  Morality,  their  homage  is  intended 
to  be  paid.  With  Chriftianity,  as  diftindt 
from  thefe,  they  are  little  acquainted  ;  their 
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views  of  it  have  been  fo  curfory  and  fuperfi-* 
cial,  that  far  from  difcerning  its  peculiar 
charactt  fifties,  they  have  Uttle  more  than 
perceived  thofe  exterior  circumftances  which 
diftinguifh  it  from  other  forms  of  Religion, 
There  are  fome  few  fafts,  and  perhaps  lome 
leading  dodrines  and  principles,  of  which 
they  cannot  be  wholly  ignorant ;  but  of  the 
confcquences,  and  relations,  and  praftical 
ufes  of  thefe,  they  hav^  few  ideas,  or  none 
at  all, 

Does  this  language  feem  too  ftrong?  View 
their  plan  of  life  and  their  ordinary  condu6l ; 
and  let  us  aft,  wherein  can  we  dilcern  thet 
points  of  difcrimination  between  them  and 
profefled  unbelievers  ?  In  an  age  wherein 
it  is  confefled  and  lamented  that  infidelity 
abounds,  do  we  obferve  in  them  any  remark- 
able care  to  inftruft  their  children  in  the 
principles  of  the  faith  which  .  they  profefs, 
•  and  to  furnifh  them  with  arguments  for  the 
(defence  of  it  ?  They  would  blufh,  on  their 
child's  coming  out  into  the  world,  to  think 
him  defeftive  in  any  branch  of  that  know- 
ledge, or  of  *ho{e  accompli (hments,  which 
belong  to  his  ftation  in  life  ;  and  accordingly 
thefe  are  cultivated  with  becoming  afliduity. 
But  he  is  left  to  Golle6l  his  religion  as  he  may  2 
the  ftudy  of  Chriftianity  has  formed  no  part 

of 
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of  his  education  ;  and  his  attachment  to  it 
(where  any  attachment  to  it  exifts  at  all)  is, 
too  often,  not  the  preference  of  fober  reafon 
and  conviftion,  but  merely  the  refult  of  early 
and  groundlels  prepoffeffion.  He  was  born 
in  a  Chriftian  country ;  of  courfe  he  is  a 
Chriftian  :  his  father  was  a  member  of  the 
church  of  England ;  fb  is  he.  When  ftich  is 
the  religion  handed  down  among  us  by  here* 
ditary  fiicceffion,  it  cannot  furprife  us  to  ob- 
fcrve  young  men  of  fenfe  and  Ipirit  begin- 
ning to  doubt  ^together  of  the  truth  of  the 
fyftem  in  which  they  have  been  brought  up, 
5Uid  ready  to  abandon  a  ftation  which  they 
are  unable  to  defend.  Knowing  Chriftianity 
chiefly  in  the  difliculties  which  it  contains, 
and  in  the  impoffibilities  which  are  falfely 
imputed  to  it,  they  fall  perhaps  into  the 
company  of  infidels ;  where  they  are  fhaken 
by  frivolous  objeftions  and  profane  cavils, 
which,  had  their  religious  perfuafion  been 
grounded  in  reafon  ahd  argument,  would 
have  paiTed  by  them  "  as  the  idle  wind.'* 

Let  us  beware  before  it  be  too  late.  No 
one  can  fay  into  what  difcredit  Chriftianity 
may  hereby  grow,  at  a  time  when  the  unre- 
ftrained  intercourfe,  fiibfifting  among  .the  fc- 
yeral  ranks  and  claffes  of  fociety^  lb  much 

favours 
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favours  the  general  difFufion  of  the  ienti* 
meats  of  the  higher  orders.  To  a  jGmilar 
ignorance  may  perhaps  be  afcribed,  m  no 
fmall  degree,  the  fuccefs  with  which,  in  a 
neighbouring  country,  Chriftianity  has  of  late 
years  been  attacked.  Had  flic  not  been 
wholly  unarmed  for  the  conteft,  however  fliQ 
might  have  been  forced  from  her  untenable 
pofts,  and  compelled  to  difembarrafs  herfelf 
from  her  load  of  incumbrances,  flie  never 
could  have  been  driven  altogether  out  of  the 
field  by  her  puny  aflailants,  with  all  their 
cavils,  and  gibes,  and  (arcafms ;  for  in  thefo 
confifted  the  main  ftrength  of  their  petty 
artillery.  Let  us  beware,  left  we  alfo  fuffer 
from  a  like  caufe ;  nor  let  it  be  our  crime 
and  our  reproach,  that  in  fchools,  perhaps 
even  in  Colleges,  Chriftianity  is  almoil  if  rio^ 
altogether  neglefted. 

It  cannot  bq  expefted,  that  they  who  are 
io  little  attentive  to  this  great  objeft  in  the 
education  of  their  children,  fliould  be  more 
i^  in  other  parts  of  their  condu6t,  where  lefs 
ftrongly  ftimulated  by  afFeftion,  and  lefs  ob-. 
vioufly  loaded  with  reii^onfibility.  They  arc 
of  courfe,  therefore,  little  regardful  of  the 
ftate  of  Chriftianity  in  their  own  country; 
and  ftill  more  indifferent  about  communi- 
cating 
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eating  the  light  of  divine  truth  to  the  nations    qh  ap^ 
which  "  ftill  fit  in  darknefs."  i* 

But  Religion,  it  may  be. replied,  is  not 
noify  and  oftentatious ;  it  is  modeft  and  prif 
vate  in  its  nature ;  it  refides  in  a  man's  own 
bofqm,  and  fliuns  the  obfervation  of  the  mul- 
titude.    Be  it  fo^ 

From  the  tranfient  and  diftant  view  then, 
which  we  have  been  taking  of  thefe  una(^ 
^ming  Chriflians,  let  us  approach  a  little 
nearer,  and  liften  to  the  unreferved  conver- 
iation  of  their  confidential  hours  •  Here,  if 
pny  where,  the  iiltcrior  of  the  heart  is  laid 
open,  and  we  may  afcertain  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  their  regards  and  averfions ;  the  fcale 
by  which  they  meafiire  the  good  and  evil  of 
life.  Here,  however,  you  will  difcover  few 
or  no  traces  of  Chriftianity.  She  fcarcely 
^ds  hcrfelf  a  place  amidft  the  many  objefts 
pf  their  hopes,  and  fears,  and  joys,  and  for- 
rows.  Grateful,  perhaps,  (as  well  indeed 
they  niay  be  grateful)  for  health,  and  talents^^ 
and  affluence,  and  other  temporal  ppffeflions, 
they  fcarcely  reckon  in  the  number  of  their 
bleflings  this  grand  diftinguifliing  mark  of 
the  bounty  of  Providence.  Or  if  they  naen- 
tiou  it  at  all,  it  is  noticed  coldly  and  for- 
mally. 


It  INADEQJirATE   CeNCBPTIONS   OF   TH£ 

mally,  like  one  of  thofe  obfolete  claims  to 
which,  though  but  of  fmall  account  in  the 
eftimate  of  our  wealth  or  power,  we  think 
it  as  well  to  put  in  our  title  from  confider- 
ations  of  family  decorum  or  of  national 
ufage.  , 

But  what  more  than  all  the  reft  eftablifhes 
the  point  in  queftion :  let  their  converfation 
take  a  graver  turn.  Here  at  length  their  re- 
ligion, modeft  and  retired  as  it  is,  muft  be 
expe6led  to  difclofe  itfelf :  here  however  you 
will  look  in  vain  for  the  religion  of  Jefos. 
Their  ftandard  of  right  and  wrong  is  not  the 
ftandard  of  the  goipel :  they  approve  and 
ccMidemn  by  a  different  rale :  they  advance 
principles  and  maintain  opinions  altogether 
oppofite  to  the  genius  and  charafter  of  Chris- 
tianity. You  would  fancy  yourfelf  rather 
among  the  followers  of  the  old  fchools  of 
philofophy :  nor  is  it  eafy  to  guefs  how  any 
one  could  fatisfy  himfelf  to  the  contraiy,  un- 
left,  by  mentioning  the  name  of  fbme  ac- 
knowledged heretic,  he  fliould  afford  them 
an  occafion  of  demonftrating  their  zeal  for 
the  religion  of  their  country. 

The  truth  is,  their  opinions  on  the  fubje6l 
of  religion  are  not  formed  from  the  perufal 

of 
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of  the  word  of  God,  The  Bible  lies  on  the 
flielf  uilopened :  and  they  would  be  wholly 
Ignorant  of  its  contents,  except  for  what  they 
hear  occafionally  at  church,  or  for  the  faint 
traces  which  their  memories  may  ftill  retain 
of  the  Icffons  of  their  earliefl:  infancy. 

How  different,  nay,  in  many  refpe6ls,  how 
cootradiftory,  would  be  the  two  fvftems  of 
mere  morals,  of  which  the  one  (hould  be 
formed  from  the  commonly  received  maxims 
of  the  Chriftian  world,  and  the  other  from 
the  ftudy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  !  It  would 
be  curious  to  remark  in  any  one,  who  had  hi- 
therto fatisfied  himfelf  with  the  former,  the 
aftonifhment  which  would  be  excited  on  his 
firft  introdu6lion  to  the  latter.  We  are  not 
left  here  to  bare  coDJe4fture.  This  was,  in 
feft,  the  efFeft  produced  on  the  mind  of  Ok 
late  ingenious  writer  *,  of  whofe  little  work, 
though  it  bear  fome  marks  of  his  cuftomary 
love  of  paradox,  we  muft  at  leaft  confefs,  that 
it  expofes,  in  a  ftrong  point  of  view,  the  po^ 
verty  of  that  fuperficial  religion  which  pre- 
vails in  our  day ;  and  that  it  throughout  dif- 
plays  that  happy  perfpicuity,  and  grace, 
which  fb  eminently  chara6lerize  the  compo- 

*  It  is  almofl  fuperfluous  to  name  Mr.  Soamc  Tenyns, 

fitions 
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fitions  of  its  author.  But  after  this  willing 
tribute  of  commendation,  we  are  rehiftantly 
compelled  to  remark,  that  the  work  in  quef^ 
tion  difcredits  the  caufe  which  it  was  meant 
to  fcrve,  by  many  crude  and  extravagant  po- 
rtions ;  a  defe6l  from  which  no  one  can  be 
lecure  who  forms  a  hafty  judgement  of  a 
deep  and  comprehenfive  fubjedt,  the  feveral 
relations  of  which  have  been  imperfeftly  fur- 
veyed ;  and  above  all,  it  muft  be  lamented, 
that  it  treats  the  great  queftion  which  it  pro- 
feffes  to  difcufe,  rather  as  a  matter  of  mere 
ipeculation,  than  as  one  wherein  our  ever- 
lafting  intcrefts  are  involved.  Surely  the^ 
writer's  objeft  fliould  have  been,  to  convince 
his  readers  of  their  guilt  ftill  more  than  of 
their  ignorance,  and  to  leave  them  impreffed 
rather  with  a  fenfe  of  their  danger  than  of 
their  folly. 

It  were  needlefs  to  multiply  arguments  in 
order  to  prove  how  criminal  the  voluntary 
ignorance,  of  which  we  have  been  Ipeaking, 
muft  appear  in  the  fight  of  God.  It  muft  be 
confefted  by  all  who  believe  that  we  are  ac- 
countable creatures,  and  to  (uch  only  the 
writer  is  addreffing  himfclf,  that  we  ihall 
have  to  anfwer  hereafter  to  the  Almighty 
for  all  the  means  we  have  here  enjoyed  of 

improving 
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improving  ourfelves,   or  of  promoting .  the 
faappinefs  of  others.     If,  when  fummoned  to 
give  an  account  of  our  ftewardfliip,  we  (hall 
be  called  upon  to  anfwer  for  the  ufe  which 
we  have  made  of  our  bedily  organs,  and  of 
our  means  of  relieving  the  wants  of  our  fel- 
low creatures ;  how  much  more  for  the  cx- 
ercife  of  the  nobler  faculties  of  our  nature^ 
of  invention,  memory,  judgement,  and  op- 
poitunity,  for  bur  employmeiit  of  every  in- 
ftrument  of  diligent  application,  and  ferious 
reflection,  and  honeft  decifion.   And  to  what 
fubjeft  might  we  in  all  reafbn  be  expeded 
to  apply  more  earneftly,  than  to  that  where- 
in our  own  eternal  intercfts  are  at  ilTue? 
When  God  of  his  goodnefs  hath  vouchlafcd 
to  grant  us  Hich  abundant  means  of  inftruc- 
tion,  in  that  which  we  are  moft  concerned  ta 
know,  how  great  muft  be  the  guilt,  and  how 
awcful  the  punifliment  of  voluntary  igno- 
rance ! 

* 
And  why  are  we  in  this  purfuit  alone  to 
exped  knowledge  without  inquiry,  and  fuc- 
ccfs  without  endeavour?  The  whole  analogy 
of  nature  inculcates  a  different  leffon.  and 
our  own  judgements  in  matters  of  temporal 
intereft  and  worldly  policy  confirm  the  truth 
of  her  fuggeftions.  Bountiful  as  is  the  hand 
♦  of 
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of  Providence,  its  gifts  are  not  fo  beftowed 
as  to  feduce  us  into  indolence ;  but  to  rouie 
us  to  exertion ;  and  no  one  expe6ls  to  attain 
to  the  height  of  learning,  or  arts,  or  power, 
or  wealth,  or  military  glory,  without  vigor- 
ous refolution,  and  ilrenuous  diligence,  and 
fteady  perfeverance.  Yet  we  expe6i:  to  be 
Chriftians  without  labour,  ftudy,  or  inquiry. 
This  is  the  more  prepofterousj  becaufe 
Chriftianity,  being  a  revelation  from  God, 
and  not  the  invention  of  man,  difcovering  to 
us  new  relations,  with  their  corVefpondent 
duties;  containing  alio  do6lrincs,  motives, 
and  precepts,  peculiar  to  itfelf ;  we  cannot 
reafonably  exped  to  become  proficients  in  it 
by  the  accidental  intercourfes  of  life,  as  one 
might  learn  infenfibly  the  maxims  of  worldly 
policy,  or  a  fcheme  of  mere  morals. 

Scripture  The  diligent  perufal  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
^"^*  tures  would  difcover  to  us  our  paft  ignorance. 
We  fhould  ceafe  to  be  deceived,  by  (uperficial 
appearances,  and  to  confound  the  Golpcl  of 
Chrift  with  the  fyftems  of  philofophers ;  we 
(hould  become  impreffed  with  the  weighty 
truth,  fb  much  forgotten  in  the  prefent  day, 
that  Chriftianity  calls  on  us,  as  we  value  our 
immortal  fouls,  not  merely  in  general^  to  be 
religious  and  moral ^  but  fpecially  to  believe 

the 
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the   doftrines,    imbibe   the   principles,    and 
praftife  the  precepts  of  Chj ift.     It  might  be 
to  run  into  too  great  length  to  confirm  this 
pofition  beyond  difpute  by  exprefs  quotations 
from  the  word  of  God.     And  (not  to  anti* 
cipate  what  belongs  more  properly  to  a  flib- 
fequent  part  of  the  work)  it  may  be  fuffi- 
cient  here  to  remark  in  general,  that  Chrif^ 
tianity  is  always  reprefented  in  Scripture  as 
the  grand,  the  unparalleled  inftance  of  God*s 
bounty  to  mankind.     This  un^eakable  gift 
was  gracioufly  held  forth  in  the  original  pro- 
mife  to  our  firft  parents  f  it  was  prediftcd  by 
a  long  continued  feries  of  prophets  ;  the  fub- 
je6t  of  their  prayers,  inquiries,  and  longing 
expe6lations.    In  a  world  which  oppofed  and 
perfecuted  them,  it  was  their  fource  of  peace, 
and  hope,   and   confolation.     At  length  it 
approached — the  Defire  of  all  Nations — ^The 
long  expefted  Star  announced  its  prefence— 
A  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft  hailed  its 
introdu6]^ion,  and  proclaimed  its  chara61:er ; 
**  Glory  to  God  in   the  higheft,   on  earth 
**  peace,  good  will  towards  men.'*   The  Gof- 
pel  is  every  where  reprefented  in  fcripturc 
by  fuch  figures  as  are  moft  ftrongly  calculat- 
ed to  imprefs  on  our  minds  a  fenfe  of  its 
value  ;  it  is  fpoken  of  as  light  from  darknefs, 
as  releafe  from  prifon,  as  deliverance  from 

C  captivity. 
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captivity,  as  ,  life  from  death.  *'  Lord,  now 
"  letteft  thou  thy  fei^vant  depart  in  peace^ 
"  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation,*' 
was  the  exclamation  with  which  it  was 
welcomed  by  the  pious  Simeon ;  and  it  was 
univerfally  received  among  the  early  con-^ 
vert§  with  thankfulnefs  and  joy.  At  one 
time,  the  communication  of  it  is  promifed  as 
a  reward  ;  at  another,  the  lofs  of  it  is  threat- 
ened as  a  punifhment.  And,  fhort  as  is 
the  form  of  prayer  taught  us  by  our  bleffed 
Saviour,  the  more  general  extenfion  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift  conftitutes  one  of  its  lead«* 
ing  petitions. 

With  what  exalted  conceptions  of  the  im- 
portance of  Chriftianity  ought  we  to  be  filled 
by  fuch  defcriptions  as  thefe  ?  Yet,  in  vaia 
have  we  "  line  upon  line  and  precept  upon 
**  precept.'' — ^Thus  predifted,  thus  prayed 
5ind  longed  for,  thus  announced,  charafter- 
ized,  anci  rejoiced  in,  this  heavenly  trealure 
poured  into  our  lap  in  rich  ab\m dance  we 
fcarce  accept.  We  turn  from  it  coldly,  or  at 
beft  poffefs  it  negligently,  as  a  thing  of  no 
eftimation.  But  a  due  fenfc  of  its  value 
would  afluredly  be  impreffed  on  us  by  the; 
diligent  ftudy  of  the  word  of  God,  that  blef- 
fed repofitory  of  heavenly  truth  and  confola- 

tion» 
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tion.  Thence  it  is  that  we  are  to  learn 
what  we  ought  to  believe  and  what  to  prac- 
tife.  And,  iurely,  one  would  think  that 
much  importunity  would  not  be  requifite  to 
induce  men  to  a  perufal  of  the  facred  vo- 
lume. Reafon  diftates,  Revelation  com-* 
mands  ;  "  Faith  comes  by  hearing,  and  hear- 
"  ing  by  the  word  of  God/' — "  Search  the^ 
**  Scriptures," — "  Be  ready  to  give  to  every 
"  one  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you.'* 
Such  are  the  declarations  and  injundtipns  of 
the  infpired  writers ;  injunftions  confirmed 
by  commendations  of  thofe  who  obey  the 
admonition.  Yet,  is  it  not  undeniable  that 
with  the  Bible  in  our  houfes,  we  are  igno- 
rant of  its  contents  ;  and  that  hence,  in  a 
great  meafiire,  it  arifes,  that  the  bulk  of  the 
Chriftian  world  know  fo  little,  and  miftake 
fo  greatly,  in  what  regards  the  religion  which 
they  profefs  ? 

Tms  is  not  the  place  for  inquiring  at 
large,  whence  it  is  that  thofe  who  aflent  to 
the  pofition,  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of 
God,  and  who  profefs  to  reft  their  hopes  on 
the  Chriftian  balis,  contentedly  acquiefce  in 
a  ftate  of  liich  lamentable  ignorance.  But 
it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  touch  on  two  Two  faUb 
kindred  opinions  ;  from  which,  in  the  minds  ^^w* 

C  z  of 
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of  the  more  thoughtful  and  ferious,  this  ac- 
quiefccnce  appears  to  derive  muchfecrct  fup- 
port^  The  one  is,  that  it  Jignifies  little  what 
a  -  m6M  ^believes ;  look  to  his  pra^iice.  The 
other  (of  the  lame  family)  that Jincerity  is  all 
in  all.  Let  a  man's  opinions  and  conduct  be 
what  they  may,  yet,  provided  he  be  fincerely 
convinced  that  they  are  right,  however  the 
exigencies  of  civil  fbciety  may  require  him 
to  be  dealt  with  among  men,  in  the  fight  of 
God  he  cannot  be  criminal. 

It  would  detain  us  too  long,  fully  to  fet 
forth  the  various  merits  of  thefe  favourite  * 
pofitions,  of  which  it  is  furely  not  the  fmallefl 
excellence,  that  they  are  of  unbounded  appli- 
cation, comprehending  within  their  capaci- 
ous limits  all  the  errors  which  have  been 
believed,  and  many  of  the  moft  defperate 
crimes  which  have  been  perpetrated  among 
men.     Of  the  former  of  thefe  maxin^,  we 
may  remark,  that  it  proceeds  on  the  mon- 
ftrous  liippofition  already  noticed,  that  al- 
though accountable  creatures,  we  ihall  not 
be  called  to  account  for  the  exercife  of  our 
intelle6hial  and  mental  powers.    Moreover, 
it  is  founded  on  that  grofsly  fsdlacious  af- 
&mption,  that  a  man's  opinions  will  not  in- 
fluence his  pradlice.    The  advocates  of  this 

faihionablc 
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fafhionable  principle  require  to  be  rcminLded, 
that  the  judgement  oft^i  receives  a  corrupt 
bias  from  the  heart  ahd  the  afFeftions  ;  that" 
vice  is  the  fruitful  mother  of  prejuffice  and 
error.  .  Forgetful  of  thefe  acknowledged 
truths,  and  confounding  the  moft  important 
moral  diftinftions,  they  place  on  the  {axnc 
level  jLhofe  who,  carefully  weeding  from  their 
hearts  every  falfe  principle,  occupy  them- 
felves  in  a  fincere  and  warm  purfuit  of  truth, 
and  thofe  who  yield  themfelves  implicitly 
to  the  opinions,  whatever  they  may  be, 
which  early  prepofTeflion  may  have  infufed, 
or  which  paffion  or  mterefl,  or  even  ac- 
quieicing  indolence  m^y  h&vp  impofed  upon 
their  minds. 

The  latter  of  the  foregoing  maxims,  that 
Sincerity  is  all  in  all,  proceeds  on  this  ground- 
lefs  fuppoiition,  that  the  Supreme  Being  has 
not  afforded  ifs  fufficient  means  of  difcrimi- 
nating  truth  from  falfehood,  right  from 
wrong ;  and  it  implies,  that  be  a  man's  opi^ 
nions  or  eonduft  ever  fo  wild  and  extrava-p 
gant,  we  are  to  prefume,  that  they  are  as 
ijsiuch  the  refult  of  impartial  inquiry  and  ho- 
neft  Gonvidion,  as  if  his  fentiments  and  ac- 
tions ^ad  been  ftridlly  conformable  to  the 
rules  of  reafon  and  fobricty.     Never  indeed 

C  3  was 
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was  there  a  principle  more  general  in  its 
ufe,  more  ibvcreign  in  its  potency.  How- 
does  its  beautiful  limplicity  alfo,  and  com- 
pendioift  brevity,  give  it  rank  before  the  la- 
borious fubtleties  of  Bellarmin!  Clement, 
and  Ravaillac,  and  other  worthies  of  a  fimi- 
lar  ftamp,  from  whofe  purity  of  intention 
the  world  has  hitherto  withheld  its  due  tri- 
bute of  applaufe,  would  here  have  found  a 
ready  plea  ;  and  their  injured  innocence  (hall 
now  at  length  receive  its  full  though  tardy 
vindication.  "  Thele  however,"  it  may  be  re- 
plied, **  are  excepted  cafes."  Certainly  they 
are  cales  of  which,  becaufe  they  clearly  ex- 
pofe  the-unfoundneis  of  his  principle,  any  one 
who  maintains  the  opinion  in  queftion  would 
be  glad  to  difencumber  himfelf.  But  it  will 
be  incumbent  on  fuch  an  one,  firft  to  ex- 
plain with  precifion  why  they  are  to  be  ex- 
empted from  its  operation,  and  this  he  will 
find  an  impoflible  cufk  ;  for  Jincerity,  in  its 
popular  fenfe,  cannot  be  made  the  criterion 
of  guilt  and  innocence  on  any  ground,  which 
will  not  equally  ferve  to  juflify  the  affaiTins 
who  have  been  inflanced.  The  conclulion 
caimot  be  eluded  ;  no  man  was  ever  more 
fully  perfuaded  of  the  innocence  of  any  ac- 
tion, than  thoft  men  were  convinced,  that 
the  horrid  deed  they  were  about  to  per- 
petrate 
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petrate  was  not  merely  lawful,  but  highly 
meritorious.  Thus  Clement  and  Ravaillac 
being  unqueftionably  fincere,  they  were 
therefore  indubitably  innocent  Nay,  the 
abfurd  and  pernicigus  tendency  of  this  prin- 
ciple might  be  fhewn  to  be  even  greater  than 
what  has  yet  been  ftated.  It  would  fcarcely 
be  going  too  far  to  affert,  that  whilft  it  fcorns 
the  defence  of  petty  villains,  of  thofe  who 
ftill  retain  the  fenfe  of  good  and  evil,  it  holds 
forth,  like  fome  well  frequented  fanftuary,  a 
fecure  afylum  to  thofe  more  finifhed  crimi- 
nals, who,  from  long  habits  of  wickcdnefs, 
are  Joft  alike  to  the  perception  as  to  the 
pra<ftice  of  virtue  ;  and  that  it  (eledls  a  feared 
conlcience,  and  a  heart  become  callous  to  all 
moral  diftin6lions,  as  the  fpecial  objeds  of  its 
pare*  Nor  is  it  only  in  prophane  hiftory,  that 
inftances  are  to  be  found  like*' thofe  which 
we  have  mentioned,  of  perlbns  committing 
the  greateft  crimes  with  a  fincere  conviftion 
of  the  rectitude  of  their  condu6l.  Scripture 
will  afford  us  parallels  ;  and  it  was  iurely  to 
guard  us  againft  the  very  error  which  we 
have  been  now  expof^ng,  that  our  blefled 
Saviour  forewarned  his  difciples  :  "  The 
"  time  Cometh,  that  whofoever  killeth  you 
"  will  think  that  he  doeth  God  fervice." 

C    4  A  PRINCIPLE 
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A  PRINCIPLE  like  this  muft  theivbc  abaix- 
donedy  and  the  advocates  for  fincerity  muft 
be  compelled  to  reftore  this  abuled  term  to 
its  genuine  j^gnification,  and  to  acknowledge 
that  it  muft  imply  honefty  of  mind,  a  j^ithild 
ufe  of  the  means  of  knowledge  and  improve- 
ment, a  defire  of  being  inftruded,  humble 
inquiry,  impartial  confideration,  and  unpre- 
judiced judgement.  It  is.  to  thefe  we  would 
carneftly  call  you  ;  and  to  fiich  diipofitions  of 
mind,  ever  to  be  accompanied  with  fervent 
prayer  for  the  divine  bleffing,  Scripture  every 
where  holds  forth  the  moft  animating  pro- 
mifes.  "  Aik  and  ye  fliall  receive,  feek  and 
**  ye  fhall  find,  knock  and  it  fhall  be  open- 
**  ed  unto  you  ;  Ho!  every  one  that  thirfteth, 
**  come  ye  to  the  waters  ;'*  flich  are  the  com- 
fortable aflurances,  fuch  the  gracious  encou- 
ragements to  the  truly  fincere  inquirer.  How 
deep  will  be  our  guilt  if  we  flight  all  thefe 
benevolent  offers  "  How  many  prophets 
"  and  kings  have  defired  tg  hear  the  things 
"  that  we  hear,  and  have  not  heard  them  !'* 
Great  indeed  are  our  opportunities,  great  alfb 
is  our  relponfibility.  Let  us  awaken  to  a 
true  fenfe  of  our  fituation.  Every  confidera- 
tion is  prefented  to  us  that  can  alarm  our 
fears,  or  animate  our  induftry.  How  fbon 
may  the  brightnefs  of  our  meridian  fun  Ibe 

darkened ! 
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darkened !  Or,  fhould  the  long  fufFering  of 
God  ftill  continue  to  us  the  mercies  which 
we  fb  much  abufe,  this  will  only  aggravate 
our  crime,  and  in  the  end  enhance  our  pu- 
nifhment.  The  time  of  reckoning  will  at 
length  arrive.  And  when  finally  fummoned 
to  the  bar  of  God,  to  give  an  account  of  o\ir 
ftewardfhip,  what  plea  can  we  have  to  urge 
in  our  defence,  if  we  remain  willingly  and 
obftinately  ignorant  of  the  way  which  leads  to 
life,  with  fuch  tranfcendent  means  of  know- 
ing it,  and  fiich  urgent  motives  tp  its  pur* 
fuit  ? 
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CORRUPTION  OF  HUMAN  NATURE. 

"  Sect.    I. 

Inadequate  Coneeptions  of  the  Corruption  of 

Human  Nature. 
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FTER  confidering  the  defeftive  no- 
tions of  the  importance  of  Chriftianity 
J^tw^  ^^^  gt'^ieraly  which  prevail  among  the  higher 
orders  of  profefled  Chriftians,  the  particular 
milconccptions  which  firft  come  under  our 
notice  rcfpcft  the  corruption  and  weaknefs 
of  human  nature.  This  is  a  topic  on  which 
it  is  iK>Hible  that  many  into  whole  hands  the 
prctcnt  work  Ihall  fall,  may  not  have  be- 
lloweil  much  attention.  If  the  cale  be  fb, 
it  nfeiy  be  requilite  to  intreat  them  to  lend  a 
jxitient  and  a  ferious  ear.  The  fubjetl  is  of 
tlic  dccpcft  import.  Nor  are  we  afraid  of 
going  tiX>  far  when  we  affert,  that  it  lies  at 
the  \crv  rixn  of  all  true  Religion,  and  is  emi- 
ncaulv  the  l>alis  and  ?round-work  of  Chril- 
liojiiiv^ 

So  far  as  the  wTitcr  has  had  an  opp>om:n:ty 
cf  rcn*;irking,  the   gcneraiitA    of  profeiTtxl 

Chmtiiiis 
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Chriftians  among  the  higher  clafles,  either  sect-t 
altogether  overlook  or  deny,  or  at  leaft  greatly  i. 
extenuate  the  corruption  and  weaknefs  here 
in  queilion.  They  acknowledge  indeed  that 
there  is,  and  ever  has  been  in  the  world,  4 
great  portion  of  vice  and  wickednefs ;  that 
mankind  have  been  ever  prone  to  fenfuality 
and  felfifhnefs,  in  difobedience  to  the  more 
refined  and  liberal  principles  of  their  nature; 
that  in  all  ages  and  countries,  in  public  and 
in  private  life,  innumerable  inftances  have 
been  afforded  of  oppreffion,  of  rapacity,  of 
cruelty,  of  fraud,  of  envy,  and  of  malice^ 
They  own  that  it  is  too  often  in  vain  that 
you  inform  the  underftanding,  and  convince 
the  judgement.  They  admit  that  you  do 
pot  thereby  reform  the  hearts  of  men. 
Though  they  /know  their  duty,  they  will  not 
pra6life  it;  no  not  even  when  you  have  forced 
them  to  acknowledge  that  the  path  of  virtue 
is  alfo  that  of  real  intereft,  and  of  folid  en- 
joyment^ 

Theie  fafls  are  certain;  they  cannot  be 
difputed ;  and  they  are  at  the  fame  time  fo 
obvious,  that  one  would  have  thought  the 
celebrated  apophthegm  of  the  Grecian  fage, 
♦^  the  majority  are  wicked,"  would  fcarcely 

have 
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CHAP,    have  eftabliflied  his  claim  to  intelleftiial  fu* 

« 

n-       periority. 

But  though  thefe  efFe6l8  of  human  depra- 
vity are  every  where  acknowledged  and  la^ 
men  ted,  we  muft  not  expe^  to  find  them 
traced  to  their  true  origin. 

Caufa  latet,  vis  eft  notiffima. 

Prepare  yourfelf  to  hear  rather  of  frailty  and 
iafirmity ,  of  petty  tranfgreffions,  of  occafional 
failings,  of  fudden  furprifals,  and  of  fuch 
other  qualifying  terms  as  nriay  ferve  to  keep 
out  of  view  the  true  fourcQ  of  the  evil,  and, 
without  jGhocking  the  underftanding,  may 
adminifter  confolation  to  the*  pride  of  humaii 
nature.  The  bulk  of  profeffed  Chriftians 
are  ufed  to  ipeak  of  man  as  of  a  being,  who, 
naturally  pure,  and  inclined  to  all  virtue,  is 
fometimes,  aim  oft  involuntarily,  drawn  out 
of  the  right  courfe,  or  is  overpowered  by  the 
violence  of  temptation.  Vice  with  them  is 
rather  an  accidental  and  temporary,  than  a 
conftitutional  and  habitual  diftemper;  a  nox- 
ious plant,  which,  though  found  to  live  and 
even  to  thrive  in  the  human  mind.  Is  not  the 
natural  growth  and  produftion  of  the  foil. 

Tnieac.         Fae  different  is  the  humiliating  language 
"^7S"'  of  Chriftianity.    F/om  it  we  learn  that  man 
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is  an  apoftatc  creature,  fallen  from  his  high    sect* 

original^  degraded  in  his  nature,  and  depraved  ^ ^^ 

in  his  faculties ;  indifi:)ofed  to  good,  and  dif- 
poied  to  evil;  prone  to  vice,  it  is  natural  and 
eafy  to  him ;  difinclined  to  virtue,  it  is  diffi- 
cult and  laborious;  that  he  is  tainted  with 
fin,  not  ffightly  and  fuperficially,  but  radically 
and  to  the  very  core.  Thefe  are  truths  which, 
however  mortifying  to  our  pride,  one  would 
think  (if  this  very  corruption  itfelf  did  not 
warp  the  judgement)  none  would  be  hardy 
enough  to  attempt  to  controverts  I  know 
nothing  which  brings  them  home  fo  forcibly 
to  my  own  feelings,  as  the  conlideration  of 
what  ftill  remains  to  us  of  our  primitive  dig- 
nity, when  contrafted  with  our  prefent  ftate 
of  moral  degradation, 

«  Into  what  depth  thou  feeft, 
«  From  what  height  fallen." 

Examine  firft  with  attention  the  natural 
powers  and  faculties  of  man ;  invention, 
reafon,  judgement,  memory;  a  mind  "  of 
**  large  difcourfe,'*  "  looking  before  and 
**  after,"  reviewing  the  paft,  thence  deter- 
mining for  the  prefent,  and  anticipating  the 
future ;  difcerning,  collefting,  combining, 
comparing;  capable  not  merely  of  appre- 
hending but  of  admiring  the  beauty  of  moral 

excellence : 
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excellence :  with  fear  and  hope  to  warn  and 

animate ;  with  joy  and  forrow  to  folace  and 

foften ;  with  love  to  attach,  with  lympathy 

to  harmonize,  with  courage  to  attempt,  with 

patience  to  endure,  and  with  the  p>ower  of 

cotifcience,  that  faithful  monitor  \yithin  the 

brcaft,  to  enforce  the  conclufions  of  reafon, 

and  dired  and  regulate  the  paffions  of  the 

foul.     Truly  we  mufl  pronounce  him  "  ma- 

**  jeftic  though  in  ruin."     "  Happy,  happy 

**  world/*  would  be  the  exclamation  of  the 

inhabitant  of  fbme  other  planet,  on  being 

told  of  a  globe  like  ours,  peopled  with  fuch 

creatures  as  thefe,  and  abounding  with  fitua- 

tions  and  occafions  to  call  forth  the  multi* 

plied  excellences  of  their  nature.     "  Happy, 

happy  world,  with  what  delight  muft  your 

great  Creator  and  Governor  witnefe  your 

conduft,  and  what  a  glorious  recompence 

awaits  you  when  your  term  of  probation 

ihall  have  expired. 

««  I,  bone,  quo  virtus  tua  tc  vocat,  i  pcde  fiiufto, 
«*  Grandia  latunis  meritormn  prcemia.'' 

But  we  have  indulged  too  long  in  thefe 
delightful  ipeculations ;  a  fad  reverfe  pre- 
fents  itfelf  on  our  furvey  of  the  affua/  ftatc 
of  man,  when,  from  viewing  his  natural 
powers,  we  follow  him  into  pradiice^  and  fee 
8  the 
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the  uies  to  which  he  appHes,  them.  Take 
in  the  whole  of  the  prolpeft,  view  him  m 
every  age,  and  cHmate,  and  nation,  in  every 
condition  and  period  of  fociety.  Where  now 
do  you  difcover  the  charaders  of  his  exalted 
nature  ?  "  How  is  the  gold  become  dim,  and 
**  the  fine  gold  changed ?*'  How  is  his  reafoa 
clouded,  his  afFe6lions  perverted,  his  con- 
Icience  ftupified !  How  do  anger,  and  envy, 
and  hatred,  and  revenge,  Ipring  up  in  his 
wretched  bofoih !  How  is  he  a  flave  to  the 
meaneft  of  his  appetites !  What  fatal  propen- 
fities  does  he  difcover  to  evil !  What  inapti-% 
tude  to  good !  , 

Dwell  awhile  on  the  ftate  of  the  ancient 
world;  not  merely  on  that  benighted  part  of 
it  where  all  lay  buried  in  brutilh  ignorance 
and  barbarifm,  but  on  the  feats  of  civilized 
and  polifhed  nations,  on  the  empire  of  tafte, 
&nd  learning,  and  philofbphy :  yet  in  thefe 
chofen  regions,  with  whatever  luftre  the  fiin 
of  fcience  poured  forth  its  ray,  the  moral 
darknefs  was  fo  thick  "  that  it  might  be 
"  felt."  Behold  their  fottifli  idolatries,  their 
abfiird  fuperftitions,  their  want  of  natural 
afFe£lion,  their  brutal  exceffes,  their  unfeel- 
ing oppreflion,  their  favage  cruelty !  *  Look 
not  to  the  illiterate  and  the  vulgar,  but  to 

the 
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the  learned  and  refined.  Form  not  your  ideas 
from  tlie  conduft  oif  the  Icfs  reftrained  and 
more  licentious;  you  will  turn  away  with 
difguft  and  (hame  from  the  allowed  and  fa- 
miliar  habits  of  the  decent  and  the  moral* 
St.  Paul  heft  ftates  the  fafts,  and  furniflies 
the  explanation ;  "  becaufe  they  did  not  like 
**  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  he  gave 
**  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind  *•" 

*  Exetnpla  duo,  quae  pravitatis  humanas  vim  animo 
meo  luculentur  exhibent,  non  proferre  non  pofTum.  Alte- 
ruiTi  decens  ille  Virgilius,  altenim  Cicero,  probus  rdem 
y^rique  ftudiofus,  fuppeditat.  Virgilius,  innocuam  ceitc 
paftorum  vitam  depidiurus,  ita  incipit. 

**  Formofum  pallor  Corydon  ardebat  Alexim." 

Cicero  in  libro  de  Officiis  primo,  ubi  de  aflionibus  prout 
inter  fe  apte  &  convenientes  lint,  loci,  temporis,  &  agcnds 
ratione  habita,  diflerit,  argumentum  fic  illuftrar:  "  Turpe 
eft  enim,  valdeque  vi^iofum,  in  re  fevera,  convivio  dignutn, 
aut  delicktum  aliquem  inferre  fentionem.  Bene  Pericle% 
quum  haberet  collegam  in  prxtura  Sophoclcm  poetanii  hi« 
que  de  communi  officio  conveniflent,  &  cafu  formofus  puer 
praeteriret,  dixiflctque  Sophocles,  O  puerum  pulchrum  Pcri- 
cle  !  At  enim,  inquit  Pericles,  praetorem  Sophodem  decet 
non  folum  manus,  fed  etiam  oculos  abftinentes  habere* 
Atqui  hoc  idem  Sophocles,  fi  in  athletarum  probatione 
dixiffet,  jujla  reprehenjione  carui^et^  tanta  vis  eft^  iff  loci  CsT 
Umporis-'* 

Quomodo  fefe  res  habuifle  necefle  eft,  cum  vir  antiquo- 
rum  preftantlffimis  adfcribendus,  philofophiam,  immo  mores 
&  officia  tradbns,  talia  doceret !  Qualem  iibi  ipfe  virtutis 
normam  prepofuerat,  fatis  liquet.  Vide  inter  sii^^jujta 
repnhenfane^  &c«  &  tanta  vis  eft^  &c«  &c* 

Now 
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Now  direft  your  view  to  another  cjuar- 
ter,  to  the  inhabitants  of  _a  new  hemifphere, 
where  the  baneful  practices  and  contagious 
example  of  the  old  world  had  never  travel- 
led. Surely,  among  thefe  children  of  naturit 
we  may  expedl  to  find  thofe  virtuous  tett^ 
dencies,  for  which  we  have  hitherto  looked 
in  vain  !  Alas  !  our  fearch  will  ftill  be  fruit- 
less !  They  are  reprefented  by  the  hiftorian 
of  America,  (whofe  account  is  more  favour- 
able than  thofe  of  ibme  other  great  authori- 
ties) as  being  a  compound  of  pride,  indo- 
lence^  feUifhnefs,  cunning,  and  cruelty*;  full 
of  a  revenge  which  nothing  could  fatiate,  of  a 
ferocity  which  nothing  could  Ibften ;  ftrangers 
to  the  mbft  amiable  fenfibilities  of  nature  -f. 
They  appeared  incapable  of  conjugal  affec- 
tion, or  parental  fondnefs,  or  filial  reverence^ 
or  fbcial  attachments ;  uniting  too  with  their 
ftate  of  barbarifm,  many  of  the  vices  and 
Weaknefles  of  polifhed  fociety.  Their  hor- 
rid treatment  of  captives  taken  in  war^  on 
Whofe  bodies  they  feafted,  after  putting  them 
to  death  by  the  moft  cruel  tortures,  is  fb 
Well  known,  that  we  may  Ipare  the  difguft- 

♦  Robcrtfony  Vol.  IL  p.  130. 

f  Ibid.  Book  IV.  Sea.  2.  Head,  Condition  of  Women, 
vol*  ii.  Svo,  90,  91. 

D  :ng 
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ing  recital.  No  commendable  qualities  re- 
lieve this  gloomy  pifture,  except  fortitude, 
and  perfeverance,  and  zeal  for  the  welfare 
of  their  little  community ;  if  this  laft  qua- 
lity, exercifed  and  direfted  as  it  was,  can  be 
thought  deferving  of  commendation. 

* 
But  you  give  up  the  heathen  nations  as 
indefenfible,  and  wi(h  rather  to  form  your 
eftimat,e  of  man  from  a  view  of  countries 
which  have  been  blefled  with  the  light  of 
revelation. — ^True  it  is,  and  with  joy  let  us 
record  the  conceflion,  Chriftianity  has  fet  the 
general  tone  of  morals  much  higher  than  it 
was  ever  found  in  the  Pagan  world.  She  has 
every  where  improved  the  charafter  of  man, 
and  multiplied  the  comforts  of  fociety,  parti- 
cularly to  the  poor  and  the  weak,  who  from 
the  beginning  (he  profeffed  to  take  under  her 
fpecial  patronage.  Like  her  divine  Author, 
*'  who  fends  his  rain  on  the  evil  and  on 
**  the  good,**  (he  fhowers  down  unnumbered 
bleffings  on  thoufands  who  profit  from  her 
bounty,  while  they  forget  or  deny  her  power, 
and  fet  at  nought  her  authority.  Yet  even 
in  this  more  favoured  fituation  we  (hall  di(^ 
cover  too  many  lamentable  proofs  of  the  de- 
pravity of  man.  Nay,  this  depravity  will  now 
become  even  mOre  apparent  and  lefs  excufe- 

able* 
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able.  For  what  bars  does  it  not  now  over- 
leap ?  Oyer  what  motives  is  it  not  now  vic- 
torious ?  Confider  well  the  fuperior  light  and 
advantages  which  we  enjoy,  and  then  appre- 
ciate the  fuperior  obligations  which  are  in^-* 
pofed  on  us.  Confider  in  how  many  cafes  our 
evil  propenfities  are  now  kept  from  break- 
ing forth,  by  the  fuperior  reftraints  under 
which  vice  is  laid  among  us  by  pofitive  laws, 
and  by  the  amended  ftandard  of  public  opi- 
nion ;  and  we  may  be  aflifted  in  conjecturing 
what  force  is  to  be  afligned  to  thefe  motives^ 
by  the  dreadful  proofs  which  have  been  late- 
ly exhibited  in  a  neighbouring  country,  that 
when  their  influence  is  withdrawn,  the  moft 
atrocious  crimes  can  be  perpetrated  fhame- 
lefsly  and  in  the  face  of  day.  Confider  then 
the  fuperior  excellence  of  our  moral  code, 
the  new  principles  of  obedience  furniflied  by 
the  gofpel,  and  above  all,  the  awful  fanftiori 
which  the  doftrines  and  precepts  of  Chrifti- 
anity  derive  from  the  clear  difcovery  of  a  fu- 
ture ftate  of  retribution,  and  from  the  an- 
nunciation of  that  tremendous  day,  "  when 
•*  we  fhall  (land  before  the  judgement  feat 
"  of  Chrifti^'  Yet,  in  fpite  of  all  our  know- 
ledge, thus  enforced  and  preflTed  home  by  (o 
fblenm  a  notice,  how  little  has  been  ouf  pro- 
grels  in  virtue?    It  has  been  by  no  means 

D  3  fuch 
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fuch  as  to  prevent  the  adoption,  in  our  days, 
of  various  maxims  of  antiquity,  which,  when 
\vell  confidered,  too  clearly  eftablifli  the  de- 
pravity of  man.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  ad- 
duce a  few  inftances  in  proof  of  this  affertion* 
It  is  now  no  lefs  acknowledged  than  hereto- 
fore, that  profj)erity  hardens  the  heart :  that 
unlimited  power  is  ever  abufed,  inftead  of  be- 
ing rendered  the  inftrument  of  diffuiing  hap- 
pinefs  :  that  habits  of  vice  grow  up  of  them- 
felves,  whilft  thofe  of  virtue  are  of  flow  and 
difficult  formation;  that  they  who  draw  the 
fineft  piftures  of  virtue,  and  feem  moil  ena- 
moured of  her  charms,  are  often  the  leaft  un- 
der her  influence,  and  by  the  mereft  trifles 
are  drawn  afide  from  that  line  of  conduft, 
which  they  moft  ferio\ifly  recommend  to 
others :  that  all  this  takes  place,  though 
moil:  of  the  pleafures  of  vice  are  to  be  found 
with  lefs  alloy  in  the  paths  of  virtue;  whilft 
at  the  fame  time,  thefe  paths  afford  fuperior 
and  more  exquilite  delights,  peculiar  to  them- 
felves,  and  are  free  from  the  difeafes  and  bit- 
ter remorfe,  at  the  price  of  which  vicious 
gratifications  are  fo  often  purchafed. 

It  may  fuffice  to  touch  very  flightly  on 
(ome  other  arguments,  which  it  would  hardly 
be  right  to  leave  altogether  unnoticed :  one 

'of 
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of  thefe  (the  juftice  of  which,  however  de- 
nied by  iiiperficial  moralifts,  parents  of  ftrift 
principles  can  abundantly  teftify)  may  be 
drawn  from  the  perverfe  and  froward  difjoo- 
fitions  perceivable  in  children,  the  correftion 
of  which  too  often  baffles  the  moft  ftrenuous 
efforts  of  the  wife  and  good.  Another  may 
be  drawn  from  the  various  deceits  we  are  apt 
to  praftife  on  ourfelves,  to  which  no  one  can 
be  a  ftranger,  who  has  ever  contemplated  the 
operations  of  his  own  mind  with  ferious  at^- 
tention.  To  the  influence  of  this  fpgcies  of 
corruption  it  has  been  in  a  great  degree  ow^ 
ing,  that  Chriftianity  itfelf  has  been  too  often 
diigraced.  The  gofjpel  of  peace  has  been 
turned  into  an  engine  of  cruelty,  and  amidft 
the  bitternefs  of  peri'ecution,  every  trace  has 
difappeared  of  the  mild  and  beneficent  fpirit 
of  the  religion  of  Jefus.  In  what  degree 
muft  the  taint  have  worked  itfelf  into  the 
frame,  and  corrupted  the^abit,  when  the 
moft  wholefome  nutriment  can  be  thus  con-.- 
verted  into  the  deadlieft  poifon !  Wifhing  al- 
ways to  argue  from  fuch  premifes  as  are  not 
only  really  found,  but  from  fuch  as  cannot 
even  be  queftioned  by  thofe  to  whom  this 
work  is  addreffed,  little  was  faid  in  repre- 
fenting  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  Heathen 
world,  refpefting  their  defedive  and  unwor- 

P  3  thy 
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thy  conceptions  in  what  regards  the  Supreme 
Being,  who  even  then  "  left  not  himfelf 
"  without  witnefs,  but  gave  them  rain  and 
*'  fruitful  feafons,  filling  their  hearts  with 
"  food  and  gladnels.'*  But  furely  to  any 
who  call  fhemfelves  Chriftians,  it  may  be 
juftly  urged  as  an  aftonifhing  inftance  of  hu- 
man depravity,  that  we  ourfelves,  who  enjoy 
the  full  ligbt  of  Revelation ;  to  whom  God 
has  vouchfated  fuch  clear  difcoveries  of  what 
we  are  concerned  to  know  of  his  being  and 
attributes ;  who  profefs  to  heliev?  ♦^  that  in 
"  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  be- 
"  ing  f  that  to  him  we  owe  all  the  comforts 
we  here  enjoy,  and  the  offer  of  eternal  Glory 
purchafed  for  us  by  the  atoning  blood  of  his 
own  Son ;  (**  thanks  be  to  God  for  his  un- 
"  Ipeakable  gift,'*)  that  we,  thus  loaded  with 
mercies,  ihould  be  continually  chargeable  with 
forgetting  his  authority,  and  being  ungrateful 
for  his  benefits;  with  flighting  his  gracious 
propofals,  or  at  beft  receiving  them  with 
cold  and  unaffe6ted  hearts. 

But  to  put  the  queftioil  concerning  the 
natural  depravity  of  man  to  the  fQvereft  teft  : 
take  the  beft  of  the  human  fj^ecies,  the  watch- 
ful felf-denying  Chriftian,  and  let  him  decide 
the  controverfy ;    not  by  inferences  drawn 

fron^ 
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from  the  pradices  of  a  thoughtleis  aiid  diiTo- 
lute  world,  but  by  an  appeal  to  his  perfonal 
experience.  Go  with  him  into  his  clofet,  alk 
him  Ais  opinion  of  the  corruption,  of  the  heart, 
and  he  will  tell  you  that  he  is  deeply  fenfible 
of  its  power,  for  that  he  has  learned  it  from 
much  felf  obfervation  and  long  acquaintance 
with  the  workings  of  his  own  mind.  He 
will  tell  you,  that  every  day  ftrengthens  this 
conviftion ;  yea,  that  hourly  he  {ces  frefli 
realbn  to  deplore  his  want  of  fimplicity  in  in- 
tention, his  infirmity  of  purpofe,  his  low 
views,  his  felfifh  unworthy  defires,  his  back- 
wardnefs  to  fet  about  his  duty,  his  languor 
and  coldnefs  in  performing  it :  that  he  finds 
himfelf  obliged  continually  to  confels,  that 
he  feels  within  him  two  oppofite  principles, 
and  that  "  he  cannot  do  the  things  that  he 
**  would.'*  He  cries  out  in  the  language 
of  the  excellent  Hooker,  "  The  little  fruit 
"  which  we  have  in  holinefs,  it  is,  God 
"  knoweth,  corrupt  and  unfbund:  we  put 
"  no  confidence  at  all  in  ll,  we  challenge 
"  nothing  in  the  world  for  it,  we  dare  not 
**  call  God  to  reckoning,  as  if  we  had  him 
"  in  our  debt  books ;  our  continual  fiiit  to 
"  him  is,  and  muft  be,  to  bear  with  our  in- 
*^  firmitics,  and  pardon  our  offences.*' 


D  4  Sucn 


40  INADEQUATE   CONCEPTIONS  OF   THE 

Such  is  the  moral  hiftory,  fuch  the  con* 
dition  of  man.  The  figures  of  the  piece  may 
vary,  and  the  colouring  niay  fometimes  be  of 
a  darker,  fometimes  of  a  lighter  hue;  but  the 
principles  of  the  compofition,  the  grand  out- 
lines, are  every  where  the  fame.  Wherever 
we  direft  our  view,  we  difcover  the  melan- 
choly proofs  of  our  depravity;  whether  we 
look  to  ancient  or  modern  times,  to  barba- 
rous or  civilized  nations,  to  the  conduft  of 
the  world  around  us,  or  to  the  monitor 
within  the  breaft;  whether  we  read,  or  hear, 
or  aft,  or  think,  or  feel,  the  fame  humiliating 
lefFon  is  forced  upon  us, 

Juppiter  eft  quodcunque  vides,  quocunque  moveris. 

Now  when  we  look  back  to  the  pidure 
which  was  formerly  drawn  of  the  natural 
powers  of  man,  and  compare  this  his  a&ual 
flate  with  that  for  which,  from  a  confidera- 
tion  of  thofe ,  povyers,  he  feems  \o  have  been 
originally  defigned,  how  are  we  to  account 
for  the  aftonifhing  contraft !  will  frailty  or 
infirmity,  or  occafional  lapfes,  or  fudden  fur- 
prifals,  or  any  fuch  qualifying  terms,  convey 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
temper,  or  point  out  its  caufe  ?  How,  on  any 
principles  of  common  reafoning,  can  we  ac- 
count 
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count  for  it,  but  by  conceiving  that  man,  sect. 
fmce  he  came  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Crea-  '• 
tor,  has  contra61cd  a  taint,  and  that  the  ve* 
nom  of  this  fiibtle  poiibn  has  been  commu- 
nicated throughout  the  race  of  Adam,  every 
where  exhibiting  inconteftable  marks  of  its 
fatal  malignity  ?  Hence  it  has  arifen,  that 
the  appetites  deriving  new  ftrength,  and  the 
powers  of  reafbn  and  confcience  being  weak- 
ened, the  latter  have  feebly  and  impotently 
pleaded  againft  thoie  forbidden  indulgences 
which  the  former  have  folicited.  Senfual 
gratifications  and  illicit  afFeftions  have  de» 
bafed  our  nobler  powers,  and  indifpofed  our 
hearts  to  the  difcovery  of  God,  and  to  the 
ponfideration  of  his  perfedions ;  to  a  conftant 
willing  fubmiflion  to  his  authority,  and  obe- 
dience to  his  laws.  By  a  repetition  of  vicious 
a6ls,  evil  habits  have  been  formed  within  us, 
and  have  rivetted  the  fetters  of  fin.  Left  tq 
the  confequences  of  our  own  folly,  the  un- 
derftanding  has  grown  darker,  ^nd  the  heart 
more  obdurate ;  reafbn  has  at  length  betrayed 
her  truft,and  even  confcience  herfelf  has  aided 
the  deluiion,  till,  inftead  of  deploring  our  mi- 
ferable  condition,  we  have  too  often  hugged 
our  chains,  and  even  gloried  in  our  ignomi-- 
nious  bondage. 

Such 
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Such  is  the  general  account  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  vice,  where  it  is  fiifFered  to  attain  to 
its  full  growth  in  the  human  heart.  The 
circumftances  of  individuals  indeed  will  be 
found  to  differ;  the  iervitude  of  fbme,  to 
continue  a  figure  {o  exaftly  defcriptive  of  the 
cafe,  is  more  rigorous  than  that  of  others,^ 
their  bonds  more  galling,  their  degradation 
more  complete.  Some  too  have  for  a  while 
appeared  almoft  to  have  efcaped  from  their 
confinement ;  but  none  are  altogether  free ; 
all  without  exception,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de- 
^ee,  bear  about  them  more  vifible  or  more 
concealed,  the  difgraceful  marks  of  their  cap-^ 
tivity. 

Such  on  a  full  and  fair  inveftigation  muft 
be  confeffed  to  be  the  ftate  of  fa6ls ;  and  how 
can  this  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  fup- 
pofiticMi,  than  that  of  fome  original  taint, 
ibme  radical  principle  of  coKruption  ?  All 
other  folutions  are  unfatisfadory,  whilft  the 
potent  caufe  which  has  been  afligned,  does 
abundantly,  and  can  alone  fufficiently  account 
for  the  efFeft.  It  appears  then,  that  the  cor- 
ruption of  human  nature  is  proved  by  the 
fame  mode  of  reafoning,  as  that  which  hath 
been  deemed  conclufive  in  eftablifliing  the 
exiftence  of  the  principle  of  gravitation  and 
6  afcertaining 
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afcertaining  its  laws;  that  the  doftrine  refts  sxct* 
on  that  folid  bafis  on  which  Newton  hath  i. 
raifed  the  fuperftru6hire  of  his  fublime  phi- 
.  lofbphy ;  that  it  is  not  a  mere  {peculation ; 
an  uncertain,  though  perhaps  an  ingenious 
theory,  but  the  fure  refult  of  large  and  ac- 
tual experiment;  deduced  from  inconteftable 
fadls,  and  ftill  more  fully  approving  its  truth 
by  harmonizing  with  the  feveral  parts  and 
accounting  for  the  various  phaenomena,  jar- 
ring otherwife  and  inexplicable,  of  the  great 
fyftem  of  the  univerfe. 

Here  J  however,  'Revelation  interpofes, 
find  fiiAains  the  fallible  conje6hires  of  our 
una/Iifted  reafon.  The  Holy  Scriptures  fpeak 
of  us  as  fallen  creatures;  in  almoft  every 
page  we  Ihall  find  fomething  that  is  calcu- 
lated to  abate  the  loftinefs  and  filence  the 
pretenfions  of  man.  "  The  imagination  of 
man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth.''  "  What 
is  man,  that  he  .fhould  be  clean  ?  and  he 
"  which  is  born  of  a  woman,  that  he  fhould 
^*  be  righteous  *."  *'  How  much  more  abo- 
**  minable  and  filthy  is  man,  which  drinketh 
"  iniquity  like  water  "f?"  "  The  Lord  looked 
^*  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of 

•  Job,  XV.  14.  +  Ibid,  16. 

^*  men, 
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^^  men,  to  fee  if  there  were  any  that  did 
^  undcrftand,  and  feek  God.  They  are  all 
**  gone  aiide  ;  they  are  altogether  become 
**  filthy :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no 
*^  not  one  *.'*  "  Who  can  fay,  I  have  made 
**  my  heart  clean,  I  am  pure  from  my  fin  -f-  ?'* 
"  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and 
•*  defperately  wicked,  who  can .  know  it/' 
^  Behold,  I  was  fhapen  in  wickednefs,  and 
**  in  fin  hath  my  mother  conceived  me.'* 
**  We  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath, 
"  even  as  others,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the 
"  flefli  and  of  the  mind.'*  "  O  wretched 
*^  man  that  I  am,  who  fhall  deliver  me  from 
*^  the  body  of  this  death  !'' — Paffages  might 
be  multiplied  upon  paffages,  which  ipeak  the 
fame  language,  and  thefe  again  might  be  iU 
luftrated  and  confirmed  by  various  other 
confiderations,  drawn  from  the  fame  facred 
fource ;  fuch  as  thofe  which  reprefent  a  tho- 
rough change^  a  renovation  of  our  nature,  as 
being  neceflary  to  our  becoming  true  Chrif- 
tians;  or  which  are  fuggefted  by  obferving 
that  holy  men  refer  their  good  difpofitions 
and  ^ffeftions  to  the  immediate  agency  of 
the  Supreme  Being. 

*  Pfalm,  xiv.  2,  5.  f  Prov.  xx.  g. 
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Section     II.  sect, 

lU 

Evil  Spirit. — Natural  State  of  Man.  ^■'^^v-^^i 

BUT  the  word  of  God  inftrufts  us  that  EvUSpirit. 
we  have  to  contend  not  only  with  our  o^;^n 
natural  depravity,  but  with  the  power  of 
dai-knefs,  the  Evil  Spirit,  who  rules  in  the 
hearts  of  the  wicked,  and  whofe  dominion 
we  learn  from  Scripture  to  be  fo  general,  as 
to  entitle  him  to  the  denomination  of  "  the 
"  Prince  of  this  world.'*  There  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  proof  of  the  difference  which  exifts 
between  the  religious  fyftem  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  that  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chrif- 
tians,  than  the  proof  which  is  afforded  by  the 
fiibjeft  now  in  queflion.  The  exiflence  and 
agency  of  the  Evil  Spirit,  though  fo  diflindly 
and  repeatedly  affirmed  in  Scripture,  are  al- 
moft  univerfally  exploded  in  a  country  which 
profeflfes  to  admit  the  authority  of  the  facred 
volume.  Some  other  Doftrines  of  Revelation, 
the  force  and  meaning  of  which  are  com- 
monly in  a  great  degree  explained  away,  are 
yet  conceded  in  general  terms.  But  this  feems 
aimoft  on  the  point  of  being  univerfally  aban- 
doned, as  a  pofl  no  longer  tenable.  It  is  re- 
garded as  an  evanefcent  prejudice,  which  it 
would  now  be  a  difcredit  to  any  man  of 

under- 
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underftanding  to  believe.  Like  ghofts  and 
witches  and  other  phantoms,  which  haunted 
the  night  of  fuperftition,  it  cannot  in  thefe 
more  enlightened  times  ftand  the  teft  of  ouf 
fevcrer  fcrutiny.  To  be  fufFered  to  pafs  away 
quietly,  is  as  much  as  it  can  hope  for ;  and 
it  might  rather  expedl  to  be  laughed  off  the 
ftage  as  a  juft  obje6l  of  contempt  and  deri- 
fion. 

But  although  the  Scripture  do6lrine  con- 
cerning the  Evil  Spirit  is  thus  generally  ex- 
ploded,  yet  were  we  to  confider  the  matter 
ferioufly  and  fairly,  we  fhould  probably  find 
ground  for  beUeving  that  there  is  no  better 
reafon  for  its  being  abandoned,  than  that 
many  abfurd  ftories,  concerning  Ipirits  and 
apparitions,  have  been  ufed  to  be  propagated 
amongft  weak  and  credulous  people ;  and 
that  the  Evil  Spirit  not  being  the  objeft  of 
our  bodily  eyes,  it  would  argue  the  fame 
weaknefs  to  give  credit  to  the  doftrhie  of  its 
exiftence  and  agency.  But  to  be  ccnfiftent 
with  ourfelves,  we  might  almofl:  as  well,  on 
the  fame  principle,  deny  the  reality  of  all 
other  incorporeal  beings.  What  is  there,  in 
truth,  in  the  do61rine,  which  is  in  itfelf  im- 
probable, or  which  is  not  confiimed  by  ana- 
logy ?  We  fee,  in  fa6l,  that  there  are  wicked 

men^ 
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metii  enemies  to  God,  and  malignant  towards 
their  fellow-creatures,  who  take  pleafure,  and 
often  (iicceed,  in  feducing  others  to  the  com- 
million  of  evil.  Why  then  Ihould  it  be  deem- 
ed incredible,  that  there  may  be  fpiritual  in- 
telligences of  fimilar  propenfities,  who  may 
ill  like  manner  be  permitted  to  tempt  men  to 
the  praftice  of  fin?  Surely  we  may  retort 
upon  our  opponents  the  charge  of  abfurdity^ 
and  juffly  accufe  them  of  grofs  inconfiftency, 
in  admitting,  without  difficulty,  the  exiftence 
and  operation  of  thefe  qualities  in  a  being 
like  man,  compounded  of  matter  and  ipint^ 
and  yet  denying  them  in  a  purely  fpiritual 
Being  (in  diretl:  contradi6jtion  to  the  autho- 
rity of  Scripture,  which  they  allow  to  be  con- 
clufive)  when  they  cannot  pretend  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  there  is  any  thing  belonging  to 
the  nature  of  matter,  to  which  thefe  qualities 
naturally  adhere. 

But  it  is  ncedlels  to  dilate  farther  on  a  Natural 
topic  which,  however  it  may  excite  the  ridi-  j^^^ 
cule  of  the  inconfiderate,  will  fuggeft  matter 
of  ferious  apprehenfion  to  all  who  form  their 
opinions  on  a  fincere  and  impartial  examina- 
tion of  the  word  of  God.  Thus  brought  as 
we  are  into  captivity,  and  expofed  to  danger; 
depraved  and  weakened  within,  and  tempted 

from 
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from  without,  it  might  well  fill  our  hearts! 
with  anxiety  to  refleft,  "  that  the  day  will 
come,'*  when  "  the  Heavens  being  on  fire 
*'  (hall  be  diffolved,  and  the  elenients  (hall 
*'  melt  with  fervent  heat;*'  "  when  the  dead^ 
fmall  and  great,  (hall  (land  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  God,"  and  we  (hall  have  to  give 
account  of  all  things  done  in  the  body.  We 
are  naturally  prompted  to  turn  over  the  page 
of  revelation  with  folicitude,  in  order  to  dif-^ 
cover  the  attributes  and  charadlfer  of  our 
Judge,  but  thefe  only  (erve  to  turn  painful 
apprehenfion  into  fixed  and  certain  terror. — ' 
Firft  with  regard  to  the  attributes  of  our 
Judge.  As  all  nature  bears  witnefs  to  his 
irrefiftible  power,  fo  we  read  in  Scripture 
that  iiothing  can  efcape  his  obfervation,  or 
elude  his  di(covery;  not  only  our  aftions,  but 
our  moft^(ecret  cogitations  are  open  to  his 
view.  *'  He  is  about  our  path  and  about 
*'  our  bed,  and  (pieth  out  all  our  ways  *.'* 
**  The  Lord  fcarcheth  all  hearts,  and  un- 
"  derftandeth  all  the  imaginations  of  jthe 
"  thoughts  f." — "  And  he  will  bring  to  light 
"  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs^  and  will 
"  make  manifeft  the  counfels  of  the  heart.'* 

*  Pfalm,  cxxxix.  3.  f  i  Chron.  xxviii.  9. 

Now^ 
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Now,  hear  his  charafter,  and  the  rule  of 
his  award :  **  The  Lord  our  God  is  a  con- 
^*  filming  fire;  even  a  jealous  God;" — "  He 
^*  is  of  purfer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity." 
— «  The  foul  that  fihneth,  it  (hall  die."— 
^*  The  wages  of  fill  is  death."  Thefe  pofi- 
tive  declarationij  are  enforced  by  the  accounts 
which,  for  our  warnings  we  read  in  facred 
hiftoryi  of  the  terrible  vengeance  of  the  Al- 
mighty: His  punifhment  of  "  the  angels 
^  who  kept  not  their  firft  eftate,  and  whoni 
"  he  hath  referved  in  everlafting  chains  un- 
"  dcr  darknefs  unto  the  judgement  of  the 
**  great  day :"  The  fate  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah ;  the  fentence  ifliied  againfl  the  ido- 
latrous nations  of  Canaan,  icind  of  which 
the  execution  was  affigned  to  the  Ifraelites; 
by  the  exprefs  command  of  God,  at  their 
bwn  peril- in  cafe  of  difbbedience  :  The  ruin 
of  Babylon^  of  Tyre^  of  Nineveh,  and  of  Je- 
hifalem^  prophetically  denounced  as  the  pu- 

• 

nifhment  of  their  crimes,  and  taking  place 
in  ah  exa£t  and  terrible  accordance  with  the 
divine  prediftions.  Surely  thefe  examples 
inay  fuffice  to  confound  that  fallacious  con- 
fidence,  which,  prefuming  on  the  Creator's 
knowledge  of  our  weaknefs,  and  his  difpofi- 
tion  to  allow  for  it,  fhould  allege,  that  inflead 
of  giving  way  to  gloomy  apprehenfions,  we 

K  fnight 
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might  throw  ourfelves,  iii  full  aflurance  of 
hope,  on  the  infinite  benevolence  of  the  Su- 
preme Being.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  with 
the  threatenings  of  the  word  of  God,  there 
are  mixed  many  gracious  declarations  of  par- 
don, on  repentance,  and  thorough  amend- 
ment. But,  alas !  who  is  there  among  us 
whofe  confcience  muft  not  reproach  him 
with  having  trifled  with  the  long-lufFering' 
of  God,  and  with  having  but  ill  kept  the 
refolutions  of  amendment,  which  had  been 
formed  in  the  feafons  of  recolleftion  and  re- 
morfe  ? — ^And  how  is  the  difquietude  natu- 
rally excited  by  fuch  a  retrolpeft,  confirmed 
and  heightened  by  paflages  like  thefe  ?  "  Be- 
*'  caufe  I  have  called,  and  ye  refufed ;  I  have 
**  ftretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  re- 
"  garded ;  but  ye  have  fet  at  nought  all  my 
**  counfel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof;  I 
**  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  calamity;  I  will 
*'  mock  when  your  fear  cometh  :  when  your 
*'  fear  cometh  as  defolation,  and  your  deftruc- 
"  tion  cometh  as  a  whirlwind ;  when  diftrefs 
and  anguifli  cometh  upon  you :  then  Ihall 
they  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  anfwer ; 
*'  they  (hall  feek  me  early,  but  they  fhall  not 
"  find  me :  for  that  they  hated  knowledge, 
**  and  did  not  chufe  the  fear  of  the  Lord  *•*' 

♦  Prov.  i.  24, 15,  26,  27,  28,  29. 

The 
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The  appreheiifions,  which  muft  be  excited 
hy  thus  reading  the  recorded  judgements  and 
aweful  language  of  Scripture,  are  confirmed 
to  the  inquifitive  and  attentive  mind,  by  a. 
clofe  obiervation  of  the  moral  conftitution  of 
thie  world.  In  fa6l  all  that  has  been  fug- 
gefted  of  the  final  confequences  of  vice,  is 
ftriftly  analogous  to  what  we  may  obfcrve 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  affairs,  frona 
a  careful  furvey  of  which  it  will  appear,  that 
God  hath  eftablilhed  fuch  an  order  of  caufes 
jind  efFefts,  as  (however  interrupted  here  be- 
low by  hindrances  and  obfl:ru6tions  appa- 
rently of  a  temporary  nature)  loudly  pro- 
claim the  principles  of  his  moral  govern-* 
ment,  and  ftrongly  fuggeft,  that  vice  and  im- 
prudence will  finally  terminate  in  milery  ("aj. 
Not  that  this  fpecies  of  proof  was  wanted ; 
for  that  which  we  muft  aieknowledge,  oii 
weighing  the  evidence,  to  be  a  revelation 
from  God,  requires  not  the  aid  of  liich  a 
confirmation :  but  yet,  as  this  accordance 
might  be  expefted  between  the  words  and 
the  works  of  the  fame  Almighty  Being,  it  is 
no  idle  {peculation  to  remark,  that  the  vifible 
conftitution  of  things  in  the  world  around  us^. 
ifalls  in  with  the  ifcriptural  reprefentations  of 
the  dreadful  confequences  of  vice,  nay  even 

(a)  Vide  Buder's  Analogy^ 

E  a  bf 


5a  NATURAL    STATE     OF    MAN. 

e-HAP.    of  what  is  commonly  termed  inconfiderate- 
.  "•        nefs  and  imprudence.  * 

t  ,         • 

If  fuch  then  be  Indeed  our  fad  conditiod; 
what  is  to  be  done  ?    Is  there  no  hope  ?  No- 
thing left  for  us,  "  but  a  fearful  looking  foi" 
"  of  judgement,  and  fiery  indignation,  whicli 
chriftian-    **  A^all  dcvouF  the  advcrfarics  *?"    Bleffed  be 
ity breaks    Q^^\   ^^  a^e  uot  fhut  up  irrccoverably  ill 

this  fad  condition :  "  Turn  you  to  the  ftrong 
"  hold,  ye  prifbners  of  hope;*'  hear  one 
who  proclaims  his  defignation,  "  to  heal  the 
"  broken-hearted,  to  preach  liberty  to  the 
^*  captives,  and  recovering  of  fight  to  the 
*'  blind/'  They  who  have  formed  a  true 
notion  of  their  loft  and  helplefs  ftate,  will 
moft  gladly  •  liften  to  the  found,  and  mofl 
juftly  eftimate  the  value  of  fuch  a  delive- 
rauce.  And  hence  appears  the  importance 
of  not  pafTing  over  in  acurfbry  manner  thofe 
important  topics  of  the  original  and  fuperin- 
duced  corruption,  and  weaknefs  of  man  ;  a 
difcuflion  painful  and  humiliating  to  the 
pride  of  human  nature,  to  which  the  mind 
liftens  with  difficulty,  nay  with  a  mixture  of 
anger  and  difguft;  but  well  fuited  to  our  cafe, 
and  like  the  diftafteful  lefTonS  of  adverfity, 

*  Heb.x.  27. 

permanently 


tion. 
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permanently  ufeful  in  its  confequences.     It    sect, 
is  here,  never  let  it  be  forgotten,  that  our        ^i* 
foundation   muft  be  laid;  otherwife  our  fa-   Pr^alcai 
pcrftru6hire,  whatever  we  may  think  of  it,   gn^iiM  of 
will  one  day  prove  tottering  and  infecure.   thcdoarine 
This  therefore  is  not  a  metaphyiical  fpecu-   Comip- 
lation,  but  a  pra6lical  matter.     Slight  and 
fuperficial  conceptions  of  our  ftate  of  natu- 
ral degradation,  a^id  of  our  infufficiency  to 
recover  from  it  of  ourfelves,  fall  in  too  well 
with  our  natural  inconfideratenefs,  and  pro- 
duce  that   fatal   infenfibility   to   the  divine 
'warning  to  "  flee  from  the  wrath  t6  come," 
whjch  we  cannot  but  obferve  to  prevail  ib 
generally.     Having  no  due  fenfe  of  the  ma- 
lignity of  our  difcafe,  and  of  its  dreadful  iflue, 
we  "do  not  fet  ourfelves  to  work  in  earneft  to 
obtain  the  remedy,  for  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  this  <kliverance  is  not  forced  on  us^  but 
offered  to  us ;  we  are  furnifhed  indeed  with 
every  help,  and  are  always  ta  bear  in  mind, 
that  we  are  unable  pf  ourfelves  to  will  or  to 
do  rightly ;  but  we  are  plainly  admoniflied  to 
"  work  out  our  own  falvation  with  fear  and 
"  trembling  *  ;" — to  be  watchful,  **  becaufe 
^'  we  are  encompafled  with  dangers  ;" — -to 

*  Philippians,  ii.  12. 

E  3  **  put 
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CHAP.    "  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,"  becaufc. 
II.       "  we  are 'befet  with  enemies.'* 

May  we  be  enabled  to  (hake  ofF  that  le- 

•  •  • 

thargy  which  is  lb  apt  to  creep  upon  us! 
For  this  end,  a  deep  pra6tical  conviftion  of 
bur  natural  depravity  and  weakneis  will  be 
found  of  eminent  advantage.     As  it  is  by 
til  is  we  muft  at  firft  be  rou2xd  from  bur  fal- 
lacious  fecurity,  fo  by  this  we  muft  be  kept 
Praaicai     wakcful  and  aflive  unto  the  end.     Let  us 
fpfa^lnpVt,   therefore  make  it  our  bu/inefs  to  have  this 
^raaicai      doftrinc  firmly  feated  in  our  underftandings, 
^^cf.  and  radically  worked  into  our  hearts.     With 

a  view  to  the  former  of  thefe  objefts,  we 
fliould  ferioufly  and  attentively  coniider  the 
firm  grounds  on  which  it  refts.  It  is  plainly 
made  known  to  us  by  the  light  of  nature, 
and  irreliftibly  enforced  on  us  by  the  dic- 
tates of  our  unaffifted  underftandings.  But 
left  there  fhould  be  any  fo  obftinately  dull,  as 
hot  to  difcern  the  force  of  the  evidence  lug- 
gefted  to  our  reafon,  and  confirmed  by  all  ex- 
perience, or  rather  fb  heedlefs  as  not  to  no- 
tice ir,  .lie  authoritative  ftamp  of  Revelation 
IS  fuperadded,  as  wc  have  leeh,  to  complete 
the  proof;  and  we  muft  therefore  be  alto- 
gether inexcufable,  if  we  ftill  remain  uncon- 
vinced 
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vinced  by  flich  an  accumulated  mafs  of  argu-    sect. 
ment.  .       ^^' 

But  it  is  not  fufficient  to  ajfent  to  the  doc- 
trine, we  muft  2\{ofeel  it.  To  this  end,  let 
the  power  of  habit  be  called  in  to  our  aid. 
Let  us  accuftom  ourfelves  to  refer  to  our  na- 
tural depravity,  as  to  their  primary  caufe,  the 
fad  inftances  of  vice  and  folly  of  which  we 
read,  or  which  we  fee  around  us,  or  to  which 
we  feel  the  propenfities  in  our  own  bofoms ; 
ever  vigilant  and  diftruftful  of  ourfelves,  and 
looking  with  an  eye  of  kindnefs  and  pity  on 
the  faults  and  infirmities  of  others,  whom  we 
fhould  learn  to  regard  with  the  fame  tender 
concern  as  that  with  which  the  fick  are  ufed 
to  fympathize  with  thofe  who  are  fiifFering 
under  the  fame  diftemper.  This  lefTon  once 
well  acquired,  we  fhall  feel  the  benefit  of  it 
in  all  our  future  progrefs ;  and  though  it  be 
a  leflbn  which  we  are  flow  to  learn,  it  is  one 
in  which  ftudy  and  experience,  the  incidents 
of  every  day,  and  every  frefh  obfervation  of 
the  workings  of  our  own  hearts,  will  gra- 
dually concur  to  per fe6l  us.  Let  it  not,  after 
all  then,  be  our  reproach,  and  at  length  our 
j-uin,  that  thefe  abundant  means  of  inftruc-? 
tioa  are  poflefled  in  vain, 

E  ^  Section 
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—That 
bur  cor* 
niption 
and  weak- 
■cfs,  being 
natural  to 
us,  w  ill  be 
excufe<l 
and  allow- 
ed for — 
ftated,  and 
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Sec XI ON  III. 

CotTUption  of  Human  Nature. — Obje^itmm^ 

BUT  there  is  one  difficulty  ftill  behin^l, 
more  formidable  than  all  the  reft.  The 
pride  of  man  is  loth  to  be  humbled.  Forced 
to  abandon  the  plea  of  innocence,  and  prefled 
fo  clofely  that  he  can  no  longer  efcapc 
from  the  conclufion  to  which  we  would  drive 
him,  fome  more  bold  objeftor  faces  about 
and  ftands  at  bay,  endeavouring  to  juftify 

♦  what  he  cannot  deny,  ''  Whatever  I  am,''  he 

)       ■ 

contends,  "  I  am  what  my  Creator  made  me. 
I  inherit  a  nature,  you  yourfelf  confefs,  de- 
praved, and  prone  to  evil;  how  then  can 
*'  I  withftand  the  temptations  to  fin  by  which 
**  I  am  environed  ?    If  this  plea  cannot  efta- 
blifh  my  innocence,  it  muft  excufe  or  at 
leaft  extenuate  my  guilt.     Frail  and  weak 
V  as  I  am,  a  Being  of  infinite  juftice  and 
*'  gpodnefs   will  never   try   me   by  a   rule, 
which  however  equitable  in  the   cafe  oi 
creatures  qf  a  higher  nature,  is  ^together 
♦'  dilproportionate  to  mine." 


<( 


<c 


<c 
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Let  not  my  readers   be  alarmed!    The, 
writer  is  not  going  to  enter  into  the  difcuf- 

fion 
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ixon  of  the  grand  queftion  concerning  the  s^cTi, 
prigin  of  moral  evil,  or  to  attempt  to  re-  '*'• 
eoncile  its  exiftence  and  cohfequent  punifh- 
ment  with  the  acknowledged  attributes  and 
perfeftions  pf  God.  Thefe  are  queftions,  of 
which,  if  one  may  judge  from  the  little  fiic- 
ceft  with  which  the  acuteft  and  profoundeft 
reaipners  have  been  ever  labouring  to  folve 
the  difficulties  they  contain,  the  full  and  clear 
compreheniion  is  above  the  intelle<Sl:  of  man. 
Yet,  as  th?  objeftion  above  mentioned  is 
ibmetimes  heard  from  the  mouths  of  pro- 
fefTed  Chriftians,  it  muft  not  be  palled  by 
without  a  few  (hort  obfervations. 

Were  the  language  in  queftion  to  be  ad- 
4refled  to  us  by  an  avowed  Iceptic;  though  it 
might  not  be  very  difficult  to  expofe  to  him 
the  futility  of  his  reafbnings,  we  fliould  al- 
moft  deipair  of  fatisfying  hihi  of  the  found- 
nefi  of  pur  own.  We  ihould  perhaps  fug- 
geft  impoffibilities,  which  might  ftand  in  the 
way  pf  liich  a  fyftem  as  he  would  eftabliih : 
we  nfiight  indeed  point  out  wherein  {arguing 
^om  conceffions  which  he  would  freelymake) 
his  pre-conceptions  concerning  the  condvi6l  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  had  been  in  fa6l  already 
contradi6ted,  particularly  by  the  exiftence  at 
<m  of  natuial  or  moral  evil :   and  if  thus 

proved 
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proved  eiToneous  in  one  inftance,  why  might 
they  not  be  fo  likewife  in  another?  But 
though  by  thefe  and  limilar  arguments  we 
might  at  length  (ilence  our  objedor,  we  could 
not  much  expeft  to  bring  him  over  to  our 
opinions.  We  fhould  probably  do  better,  if 
we  were  to  endeavour  rather  to  draw  him  off 
from  thofe  dark  and  flippery  regions,  (flippery 
in  truth  they  are  to  every  human  foot)  and 
to  contend  with  him,  where  we  might  tread 
with  firmnefs  and  freedom,  on  fure  ground, 
and  in  the  light  of  day.  Then  we  might 
fairly  lay  before  him  all  the  various  argu- 
ments for  the  truth  of  our  holy  religion ;  ar- 
^ments  which  have  been  fufficient  to  latisfy 
the  wifeft,  and  the  beft,  and  the  ableft  of 
men.  We  might  afterwards  infift  on  the 
abundant  confirmation  Chriftianity  receives 
from  its  being  exa6Hy  luited  to  the  nature 
^nd  wants  of  man ;  and  we  might  conclude, 
with  fairly  putting  it  to  him,  whether  all 
this  weight  of  evidence  were  to  be  overba- 
lanced by  one  difficulty,  on  a  fubjeft  fo  con- 
fefledly  high  and  myfterious,  confidering  t€)o 
that  he  muft  allow,  we  fee  but  a  part  (O 
how  finall  a  part !)  of  the  univerfal  creation 
of  God,  and  that  our  faculties  are  wholly  in- 
competent to  judge  of  the  fchemes  of  his  in- 
finite wifdom.     This,  if  the  writer  may  be 

permitted 
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permitted  to  offer  his  own  judgement,  is  (at 
leaft  in  general)  the  beft  mode,  in  the  cafe 
of  the  objeftion  now  in  queftion,  of  dealing 
with  unbelievers;  and  to  adopt  the  contrary 
plan,feenisfbmewhat  like  that  of  any  one,  who 
having  to  convince  fome  untutored*  Indian  of 
the  truth  of  the  Copernican  f^flem,  inflead 
of  beginning  with  plain  and  fimple  propofir 
tions,  and  leading  him  on  to  what  is  more 
abftnile  and  remote,  fhould  flate  to  him  at 
the  outfet  fbme  flartling  problems,  to  which 
the  underflanding  can  only  yield  its  flow  af- 
fent,  when  conflrained  by  the  decifive  force 
of  demonflration.  The  novice,  inflead  of 
lending  himfelf  to  fuch  a  miflaken  method 
of  inftruftion,  would  turn  away  in  difgufl:, 
and  be  only  hardened  againfl  his  preceptor. 
But  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  prefent 
work  is  addrelied  to  thofe  who  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  holy  Scriptures.  And 
in  order  to  convince  all  fuch  that  there  is, 
fbmewhere  or  other,  a  fallacy  in  our  objec-" 
tor's  reafbning,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  efla* 
blifh  that  though  the  word  of  God  clearly 
afferts  the  jullice  and  goodnefs  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  alfb  the  natural  depravity 
of  man,  yet  it  no  lefs  clearly  lays  down  that 
this  natural  depravity  fhall  never  be  admit- 
ted as   an  excufe  for  fm,  but  that    "  they 

"  which 
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*'  which  have  done  evil,  ihaU  rife  to  the  re* 
"  furredioii  of  Uamnatiofi  *" — "  That  the 
*'  wicked  (hall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all 
*^  the  people  that  forget  God."  And  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that,  as  if  for  the  very 
purpofe  of  more  effe<5lually  filencing  thofe 
unbelieving  doubts  which  are  ever  ipringing 
up  in  the  human  heart,  our  bleffed  Saviour,, 
though  the  meflenger  of  peace  and  good  will, 
to  man,,  has  again  and  again  repeated  (hefc 
aweful  denun(;iatioas. 

Nor  are  the  holy  Scriptures  lefs  dear  and 

full  in  guarding  us  againft  fuppofing  our  fins, 

or  the  dreadful  confe^uences  of  ^em,^  to  be 

chargeable  on  God.--T*^  Let  no  man  fay  when 

"  he  is  tempted,  I  am  tempted  of  God :  for 

"  God  cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither 

tempteth  he  any  man  -f-  :'*     "» The  Lord  is 

not  willing  that  any  fhould  perifh^/'    Ai>d 

in  other  pafTages,  where  the  idea  is  repelled 

as  injurious  to  his  charafter, — -"  Have  I  any 

•*  pleafiire  at  all  that  the  wicked  fhould  die  ? 

**  faith  the  Lord  God ;  and  not  that  he  Ihould 

return  from  his  ways^  and  live  ||?"     ^  For 

I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  him  that 

dieth,  faith  the  Lord  God  §."     Indeed  al- 

•  John,  V.  29.         t  James,  1.  13.         J  2  Peter,  iii.  9. 
K  Ezek.  xviii.  23.  ^  £s&ek.  xviiu  32. 

I  mofl 
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mofl:  every  page  of  the  word  of  God  contains    ^ect, 
Ibme  warning  or  invitation  to  finncrs;  and       ^^'* 
all  theie,  to  a  ccmfideratc  mind,  muft  be  un- 
queftionable  proofs  of  our  prefcnt  pofition. 

It  hsts  been  the  more  neceflary  not  to 
leave  unnoticed  the  objection  which  we  have 
been  now  refuting,  becaufe,  where  not  ad- 
mitted to  foch  an  unqualified  extent  as  alto- 
gether to  take  away  the  moral  refponiibility 
of  nian,  and  when  not  avowed  in  the  darincr 
language  in  which  it  has  been  above  ftated ; 
it  may  frequently  be  obferv^ed  to  exift  in  an 
inferior  degree :  and  often,  when  not  dif- 
tin6^1y  formed  into  fhape,  it  lurks  in  fecrct, 
diflufing  a  general  cloud  of  doubt  or  unbelief, 
or  lowering  our  ftandard  of  right,  or  whiA 
pering  fallacious  comfort,  and  producing  a 
ruinous  tranquillity.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  im* 
portance  to  remark,  that  though  the  holy 
Scriptures  fb  clearly  ftate  the  natural  cor- 
ruption and  weaknefs  of  man,  yet  they  ne-^ 
ver,  in  the  remoteft  degree,  countenance, 
but  throughout  direftly  oppofe,  the  fuppo- 
iition  to  which  we  are  often  too  forward  to 
liften,  that  our  natural  corruption  and  weak* 
nefs  will  be  admitted  as  lowerins:  the  de- 
mands  of  divine  juftice,  and  in  fome  fort  pal- 
liating our  tranfgreflions  of  the  laws  of  God* 

It 
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It  would  not  be  difficult  to  fbew  that  fuCh  4 
notion  is  at  war  with  the  whole  fch^me  of 
redemption  by  the  atonement  of  Ghrift.  But 
perhaps  it  may  be  enough  when  any  fuch 
fuggeftions  as  thofe  which  we  are  condemn- 
ing force  themfelves    into   the   imagination 
of  a  Chriftian,  to  recommend  it  to  him  to 
lilence  them  by  what  is  their  beft  praftical 
anfwer :  that  if  our  natural  condition  be  de-* 
praved  and  weal^,  our  temptations  numerous, 
and  our  Almighty  Judge  infinitely  holy ;  yet 
that  the  offers  to  penitent  finners  of  pardon 
and  grace,  and  flrength,  are  univerfal  and  un- 
liixiited.     Let  it  not  however  furprife  us,  if 
in  all  this  there  feem  to  be  involved  diffi- 
culties which  we  cannot  fully  comprehend* 
How  many  fuch  every  where  prefent  them* 
felves  !  Scarcely  is  there  an  objeft  around  us, 
that  does  not  afford  endlefs  matter  of  doubt 
and  argument.     The  meaneft  reptile  which 
crawls  on  the  earth,  nay,  every  herb  and 
flower  which  we  behold,  baffles  the  imbe- 
cility of  our  limited  inquiries*     All  nature 
calls  upon  us  to  be  humble.     Can  it  then  be 
furprifing  if  we  are  at  a  lofs  on  this  qucftion^ 
which  refpefts,  not  the  properties  of  matter^ 
or  of  numbers,  but  the  counfels  and  ways  of 
iiim  whofe  "  Underflanding   is   infinite  *,** 

•  PiaUn  cxlvii.  5. 

"  whofe 
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•*  \yhofe  judgements  are  declared  to  be  un- 
**  fearchable,  and  his  ways  paft  finding  out*?'* 
In  this  our  ignorance  however,  we  may  calm- 
ly repofe  ourfelves  on  his  own  declaration^ 
**  That  though  clouds  and  darknels  are  round 
•*  about  him,  yet  righteoufnefs  and  judgement 
**  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne  -f.'*  Let 
it  alio  be  remembered,  that  if  in  Chriftianity 
fbme  things  are  difficult,  that  which  we  are 
moil  concerned  to  know,  is  plain  and  obvi- 
ous. To  this  it  is  true  wifdom  to  attach  our- 
felves, alTenting  to  what  is  revealed  where 
above  our  comprehenfion,  we  do  not  fay 
contrary  to  our  reafon,  on  the  credit  of  what. 
is  clearly  difcerned,  and  fatisfaftorily  efta- 
bliihed.  In  truth,  we  are  all  perhaps  too  - 
apt  to  plunge  into  depths,  which  it  is  beyond 
our  power  to  fathom ;  and  it  was  to  warn 
us  againfl  this  very  error,  that  the  infpired 
writer,  when  he  has  been  threatening,  the 
people,  whom  God  had  felefted  as  the  ob- 
je&s  of  his  fpecial  favour,  with  the  moft 
dreadful  punifhments,  if  they  fhould  forfakc 
the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  has  introduced  fur- 
rounding  nations  as  alking  the  meaning  of 
the  levere  infliftion,  winds  up  the  whole 
with  this  inflrudive  admonition;    "  Secret 

♦  Rom,  xi.  33.  •(•  Pialm  xcvii.  2. 

^*  things 
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^  things  belong  unto  the  Lord  o\jr  Gbcl } 
"  but  thofe  which  are  revealfed  belong  \mfd 
**  us,  and  td  our  children  for  ever^  that  w<i 
**  may  de  all  the  words  of  this  law  */^ 

To  any  one  who  is  fcrioufly  imprelReii 
with.a  fenfe  of  the  critical  ftate  in  whicK 
We  are  here  placed^  a  fliort  and  uncertain 
ipace  in  which  to  make  our  peace  with  God| 
and  then  the  laft  judgement^  and  an  eternity 
of  unfpeakable  happinefs  or  mifery,  it  is  in- 
deed an  aweful  and  an  affedling  fpeflacle^  td 
fee  men  thus  bulyjjig  themfelves  in  vain  Ipe- 
culations  of  an  arrogant  curiofity^  and  trifling 
with  their  deareft,  their  everlafting  interefts; 
It  is  but  a  feeble  illuftration  of  this  exquifite 
folly,  to  compare  it  to  the  conduft  of  fbme 
convided  rebel,  who,  when  brought  into 
the  prefence  of  his  Sovereign^  inftead  of 
feizing  the  occafioh  to  lue  for  mercy,  ihould 
even  treat  with  negleft  and  contempt  the 
pardon  which  ihould  be  offered  to  him,  and 
infolcntly  employ  himfelf  in  prying  into  his 
Sovereign's  defigns^  and  criticifing  his  coun- 
fels.  But  our  cafe,  too  fimilar  as  it  h  to  that 
of  the  convided  rebel,  differs  from  it  in  this 
grand  particular,  that  at  the  beft,  his  fuccefi 

^  Deut  xxix.  29. 
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muft  be  uncertain,  ours,  if  it  be  not  our  own 
fault,  is  fiire ;  and  while,  on  the  one  hand, 
our  guilt  is  unfpeakably  greater  than  that  of 
any  rebel  againft  an  earthly  monarch ;  fb,  on 
the  other,  we  know  that  our  Sovereign  is 
*'  Long  lufFering,  and  eafy  to  be  intreated  ;** 
more  ready  to  grant  forgiveneis  than  we  to 
sSk  it.  Well  then  may  we  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  the  poet : 

What  better  can  we  do^  than  proftrate  fall 
Before  him  reverent ;  and  there  confefi 
Humbly  our  faults,  and  pardon  beg ;  with  tears 
Watering  the  ground,  and  with  our  fighs  the  air 
Frequenting,  fent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  fign 
Of  forrow  unfeign'd,  and  humiliation  meek  i 


t  ^^  1 


CHAPTER    III. 

Chief  defers  of  the  Religious  Syfem  of  thi 
bulk  offrofeffed  Ckrijiians^  in  what  regards 
our  Lord  J  ejus  Chrifi^  and  the  Holy  Sfirii 
-^^^-^with  a  Differtation  concerning  the  life  of 
the  Pajftons  in  Religion. 
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INAD£Q}JATS  CONCEPTIONS  CONCERNING  OVK 
SAVIOUR   AND  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT, 
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HAT  "  God  fo  loved  the  world,  as  of 
'  his  tender  mercy  to  give  his  only  Sou 
Lwiding^  *'  Jelus  Chrift  for  our  redemption  :'* 
fo^finfng  That  our  bleffed  Lord  willingly  left  the 
Sclior^  glory  of  the  Father,  and  was  made  man ; 
Spirit,  as  That  **  he  was  deipifed  and  rejefted  of 
Saipturc.  "  men,  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted 
"  with  grief:'* 

That  "  he  was  wounded  for  our  tranf-^ 
•*  greflions ;  that  he  was  bruifed  for  our  ini- 
**  quities :" 

That  "  the  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquity 
^*  of  us  all:" 

That  at  length  ^^  he  hyxnbled  bimfelf  even 

**  to 
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•*  to  the  death  of  the  Crofs,  for  us  miferable    ssct* 
*'  finncrs ;  to  the  end  that  all  who  with  hearty        ^* 
^*  repentance  and  true  faith,  Ihould  come  to 
**  him,  might  not  perifli,  but  have  everlafting 
^  life :" 

That  he  **  is  now  at  the  right  hand  of 
^  Godi  making  interceffion'*  for  his  people  : 

That  "  being  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
*  death  of  his  Son,  we  may  coifte  boldly  un- 
"  to  the  throne  of  grace,  to  obtain  mercy  and' 
"  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need  {" 

That  our  Heavenly  Father  *^  will  furely 
"  give  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  a(k  him:'* 

That  **  the  Spirit  of  God  muft  dwell  in 
^*  us;"  and  that  "  if  any  man  have  not  the 
^*  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his :" 

That  by  this  divine  influence  "  we  are  ta 
**  be  renewed  in  knowledo;e  after  the  image 
"  of  him  who  created  us,''  and  "  to  be  filled 
"  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  to  the  praife 
"  of  the  glory  of  his  grace;" — that  "  being 
**  thus  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
**  faints  in  light,"  we  (hall  fleep  in  the  Lord ; 
and  that  when  the  laft  trumpet  fhall  found, 
this  corruption  (hall  put  on  incorruption— 
and  that  being  at  length  perfefted  after  his 
Kkenels,  we  (hall  be  admitted  into  his  hea- 
venly kingdom. 

F  2  The$s 
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These  are  the  leading  Doflrines  concern- 
ing our  Saviour,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  which' 
are  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  held 
by  the  Church  of  England.  The  truth. of 
them,  agreeably  to  our  general  plan,  will  be' 
taken  for  granted.  Few  of  thofe,  who  have 
been  ufed  to  join  in  the  eftabliflied  form  of 
worfhip,  can  have  been,  it  is  hoped,  fb  ^lat- 
tentive,  as  to  be  ignorant  of  thefe  grajid 
truths,  which  are  to  be  found  every  where 
difperfed  throughout  our  -  excellent  Liturgy. 
Would  to  God  it  could  be  prefumed,  with 
equal  confidence,  that  all  who  aflent  to  then(i 
in  terms,  difcern  their  force  and  excellency 
in  the  underftanding,  and  feel  their  power 
in  the  afFeftions,  and  their  transforming  in- 
fluence  in  the  heart.  What  lively  emotions 
are  they  calculated  to  excite  in  us  of  deep 
felf-abafement^  and  abhorrence  of  our  fins  j 
together  with  humble  hope,  and  firm  faith, 
and  heavenly  joy,  and  ardent  love,  and  active 
unceafing  gratitude ! 

nXm.  ^^'^  ^'^^^  ^*  ^^  ^^  ^^  feared,  will  be  found 
a  grand  defe6l  in  the  religion  of  the  bulk  of 
profeflcd  Chriftians ;  a  defed,  like  the  palfy 
at  the  heart,  which,  while  in  its  firft  attack, 
it  changes  but  little  the  exterior  appearance 
of  the  body,  extinguiflies  the  internal  prin- 
ciple 
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ciple  of  heat  and  motion,  and  foon  extends 
its  benumbing  influence  to  the  remoteft  fibres 
of  the  frame.  This  defeft  is  clofely  connefted 
with  that  which  was  the  ^hief  fubjeft  of  the 
laft  chapter :  "  they  that  ^re  whole  need  not 
"  a  phyiician,  but  they  that  are  fick.*'  Had 
we  duly  felt  the  burthen  of  our  fins,  accom- 
panied with  a  deep  convidion  that  the  weight 
of  them  muft  finally  fink  us  into  perdition, 
pur  hearts  would  have  danced  J^t  the  found 
pf  the  gracious  invitation,  "  Come  unto  me, 
"  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
^  I  will  give  you  refl  *.'*  But  in  thofe  who 
have  fcarcely  felt  their  fins  as  any  incum- 
brance, it  would  be  mere  afie£lation  to  pre- 
tend to  very  exalted  conceptions  of  the  value 
and  aeceptablenefs  of  the  profiered  deliver- 
ance. This  pretence  accordingly,  is  feldom 
now  kept  up;  and  the  moft  fiiperficial  ob- 
ferver,  comparing  the  fentiments  and  views 
of  the  bulk  of  the  Chriftian  world,  with  the 
articles  flill  retained  in  their  creed,  and  with 
the  fh-ong  language  of  Scripture,  mufl  be 
flrucl^  with  the  amazing  diilproportion. 

To  pafs  over  the  throng  from  whofe  minds 
Keligion  is  altogether  excluded  by  the  bufinefs 

♦  Matt.  xi.  28. 
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or  the  vanities  of  life,  how  is  it  with  the  more 
decent  and  moral  ?  To  what  criterion  (hall 
we  appeal?  Are  their  hearts  really  filled  with 
thefe  things,  and  warmed  by  the  love  which 
they  are  adapted  to  infpire  ?  Then  furely  their 
minds  are  apt  to  ftray  to  them  almoft  unfea- 
fbnably ;  or  at  leaft  to  haften  back  to  them 
with  eagernefs,  when  efcaped  from  theef* 
trangement  impofed  by  the  neceflkry  cares 
and  bufinefs  of  life.  He  was  a  mafterly  de^ 
fcriber  of  human  nature,  who  thus  pourtrayed 
the  characters  of  an  undiflembled  afFe6lion ; 

<^  Unftaid  and  fickle  in  all  other  things, 
*•  Save  in  the  conftaiit  image  of  the  objeft, 
^  That  is  beloved." 

•*  And  how,''  it  may  be  perhaps  replied, 
^  do  you  know,  but  that  the  minds  of  thefe 
*^  people  aie  thus  occupied  ?  Can  you  look 
^'  into  the  bofbms  of  men  ?"  Let  us  appeal 
to  a  tefl:  to  which  we  reforted  in  a  former  in- 
ftance.  "  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart," 
it  has  been  pronounced,  **  the  mouth  ipealo- 
•*  eth."  Take  thefe  perfons  then  in  feme  well 
feledled  hour,  and  lead  the  converfation  to 
the  fubjed  of  Religion.  The  utmoft  which 
can  be  efFefted  is,  to  bring  them  to  talk  of 
things  in  the  grofs.  They  appear  loft  in  gei. 
jieralities  j  there  is  nothing  precife  and  de. 

.  terminate, 
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terminate,  nothing  which  implies  a  mind  sjctii 
uied  to  the  contemplation  of  its  objeft.  In  ^  J* 
vain  you  ftrive  to  bring  them  to  Ipcak  on 
that  topic,  which  one  might  expeft  to  be 
iever  uppermoft  in  the  hearts  of  redeemed 
iinners.  They  elude  all  your  endeavours; 
and  if  you  make  mention  of  it  yourfelf,  it  is 
received  with  no  very  cordial  welcome  at 
leaft,  if  not  with  unequivocal  di^ft;  it  is  at 
the  beft  a  forced  and  formal  difc.uffion.  The 
excellence  of  our  Saviour's  moral  precepts, 
the  kindne^  and  fimplicity,  the  felf-denial 
and  uablemiflied  purity  of  his  life,  his  pa-* 
tience  and  meeknefs  in  the  hour  of  death, 
cannot  indeed.be  ipoken  of  but  with  admi« 
ration,  when  Ipoken  of  at  all,  as  they  have 
^hcn  extorted  unwilling  praife  from  the  moft 
daring  and  malignant  infidels.  But  are  not 
thefe  jsaentioned  as  qualities  in  the  abftra^l, 
rather  than  as  the  perfeftions  and  lineaments 
of  our  patron  and  benefaftor  and  friend, 
^*  who  loved  us,  and  gave  himfclf  for  us;'* 
of  him  "  who  died  for  our  offences,  and 
^  rofe  again  for  our  juftification  ;'*  **  who 
^-is  even  now  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
**  making  intercefGon  for  us  f^  Who  would 
think  that  the  kindneis  and  humanity,  and 
felf-denial,  and  patience  in  iuffering,  which 
we  fb  diily  commend,  had  been  exerted  to* 
wards  our/e/ves^  in  afts  of  more  than  finite 

F  4  benevolence 
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CHAP,    benevolence  of  which  we  were  to  derive  the 
^i^  ,  benefit,  in  condefcenfions  and  labours  liib- 
mitted  to  for  our  fakes,  in  pain  and  igno- 
miny, endured  for  our  deliverance  ? 

Birr  thefe  grand  truths  are  not  fufFered  to 
vanifli  altogether  from  our  remembrance. 
-Thanks  to  the  compilers  of  our  Liturgy, 
more  than  to  too  many  of  the  occupiers  of 
our  pulpits,  they  are  forced  upon  our  no- 
tice  in  their  juft  bearmgs  and  connexions, 
as  often  as  we  attend  the  fervice  of  the 
church.  Yet  is  it  too  much  to  affirm,  that 
'though  there  entertained  with  decorum,  as 
what  belong  to  the  day  and  place,  and  oc-^ 
cupation,  they  are  yet  too  generally  heard  of 
with  little  interefl ;  like  the  legendary  tales 
of  fbme  venerable  hiftorian,  or  other  tranf- 
aftions  of  great  antiquity,  if  not  of  doubtful 
credit,  which,  though  important  to  our  an- 
ceftors,  relate  to  times  and  circumflances  fb 
different  from  our  own,  that  we  cannot  be 
expeSed  to  take  any  great  concern  in  them? 
We  hear  them  therefore  with  apparent  indif- 
ference ;  we  repeat  them  almofl  as  it  were 
by  rote,  afTuming  by  turns  the  language  of 
the  deepefl  humiliation  and  of  the  warmeft 
thankfulnefs,  with  a  calm  unaltered  com^ 
fofure ;  and  when  the  fervice  of  the  day  is 

ended, 
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ended,  they  are  difmifled  altogether  from  our 
thoughts,  till  on  the  return  of  another  Sun- 
day, a  fre(h  attendance  on  public  worfhip 
gives  occalion  for  the  renewed  expref?ions  of 
our  periodical  humility  and  gratitude.  In 
noticing  ilich  lukewarmnefs  as  this,  fiirely 
the  writer  were  to  be  pardoned,  if  he  were 
to  be  betrayed  into  fbme  warmth  of  con- 
demnation. The  Unitarian  and  Socinian  in- 
deed, who  deny,  or  explain  away  the  peculiar 
doftrines  of  tlie  Gofpel,  may  be  allowed  to 
feel  thefe  grand  truths,  and  to  talk  of  them 
with  little  emotion.  But  in  thofe  who  pro- 
fels  a  fincere  belief  in  them,  this  coldnefs  is 
infupportable.  The  greateft  poffible  fervices 
of  man  to  man  muft  appear  contemptible, 
when  compared  with  "  the  unipeakable  mer- 
^  cies  of  Chrift  :"  mercies  fo  dearly  bought, 
fo  freely  beftowed — A  dehverance  from  eter- 
nal mifery — The  gift  of  a  "  crown  of  glory, 
*'  that  fadeth  not  away.''  Yet,  what  judge- 
ment fhould  we  form  of  fuch  conduft,  as  is 
here  cenfured,  in  the  cafe  of  any  one  who 
had  received  fome  fignal  fervices  from  a  fel- 
low creature  ?  True  love  is  an  ardent  and  an 
aftive  principle — a  cold,  a  dormant,  a  phleg- 
matic gratitude,  are  contradi6lions  in  terms. 
When  thefe  generous  afFedlions  really  exift 
in  vigour,  are  we  not  ever  fond  of  dwelling 

oa 


y4  WAOEQSATE   CONCEPTIONS   CONCERNING 

on  the  value,  and  enumerating  the  merits  of 
our  benefador  ?  How  are  we  moved  when 
any  thing  is  afferted  to  his  difparagement ! 
How  do  we  delight  to  tell  of  his  kindnefs  ! 
With  what  .pious  care  do  we  preferve  any 
memorial  of  him,  which  we  may  happen  to 
poflefs  ?  How  gladly  do  we  feize  any  oppor^ 
tunity  of  rendering  to  him,  or  to  thofe  who ' 
aie  dear  to  him,  any  lit]^  good  offices,  which^ 
though  in  themfelves  of  ISnall  intrinfic  worth, 
may  teftify  the  fmcerity  of  our  thank/ulnefe  I 
The  very  mention  of  his  name  will  cheer 
the  heart,  and  light  up  the  countenance! 
And  if  he  be  now  no  more,  and  if  he  had 
made  it  his  dying  requeft  that,  in  ^  way  of 
his  own  appointment,  we  would  occafionally 
meet  to  keep  the  memory  of  his  perfon,  and 
of  his  fervices  in  lively  exercife ;  how  Ihould 
we  refent  the  idea  of  failing  in  the  perforjxjr 
ance  of  fb  facred  an  obligation ! 

Such  are  the  genuine  characters,  fuch  the 
natural  workings  of  a  lively  gratitude.  And 
can  we  believe,  without  doing  violence  to 
the  moft  eftablifhed  principles  of  human  na^ 
turc,  that  where  the  effe£ls  are  fo  different, 
the  internal frincifk  is  in  truth  the  fame? 

If 


OUR  BAmOVK  AVD   THE  HOLY  SPIRIT.  fg 

If  the  love  of  Chrift  be  thus  languid  m 
the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians,  their  joy  and 
trull  in  him  cannot  be  expc6led  to  be  very 
vigorous.  Here  again  we  find  realbn  to  re- 
mark, that  there  is  nothing  diftinft,  nothing 
fpecific,  nothing  which  implies  a  mind  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  cf  the  Chriftian's 
privileges,  and  familiarized  with  their  ufe  J 
habitually  folacing  itfelf  with  the  hopes  held 
out  by  the  Go^el,  and  animated  by  the  fenfe 
of  its  high  relations,  and  its  glorious  rever- 
iion. 

Thb  doftrine  of  the  fandifying  operations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  appears  to  have  met  with 
ftill  worfe  treatment.  It  would  be  to  con- 
Tey  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the  icantincfi 
of  the  conceptions  on  this  head,  of  the  bulk 
of  the  Chriftian  world,  to  affirm  merely,  that 
they  are  too  little  confcious  of  the  inefficacy 
of  their  own  unaffifted  endeavours  after  ho- 
linefs  of  heart  and  life,  and  that  they  are  not 
daily  employed  in  humbly  and  diligently  ufing 
the  appointed  means  for  the  reception  and 
cultivation  of  the  divine  afliftance.  We  fliould 
hardly  go  beyond  the  truth  in  afTerting,  that 
for  the  moft  part  their  notions  on  this  fiibjefl: 
are  fb  confufed  and  faint,  that  they  can  fcarce- 

a  ly 
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f«HAP«   ly  be  faid  in  any  fair  fenfe  to  believe  the  doc* 
in*      trine  at  all. 


%WUX, 


Languagt  The  writer  of  thefe  (heets  is  by  no  means 
obj^*s^  unappri2:ed  of  the  objedions  which  he  may 
^i!|?ou8^  expeft  from  thofe,  whole  opinions  he  has 
affeaions  been  {0  freely  condemning.  He  is  prepared 
our  sa-  to  hear  it  urged,  that  often  where  there  have 
been  the  ftrongeft  pretences  to  the  religious 
afFedions,  there  has  been  little  or  nothing  of 
the  reality  of  them ;  and  that  even  omitting 
the  inftances  (which  however  have  been  but 
too  frequent)  of  fludied  hypocrify,  thofe  af- 
feftions  which  have  affumed  to  themfelves  the 
name  of  religious  have  been  merely  the  flights 
of  a  lively  imagination,  or  the  working  of  a 
heated  brain ;  in  particular,  that  this  love  of 
our  Saviour,  which  has  been  fo  warmly  re-i 
commended,  is  no  better  than  a  vain  fervor, 
which  dwells  only  in  the  difordered  mind  of 
the  enthufiaft*  That  Religion  is  of  a  more 
fteady  nature ;  of  a  more  Ibber  and  manly 
quality ;  and  that  Ihe  rejefts  with  fcorn,  the 
liipport  of  a  mere  feeling,  (b  volatile  apd  in-r 
determinate,  fo  trivial  and  ufelefs,  as  that 
with  which  we  would  aflbciate  her ;  a  feel- 
ing varying  in  different  men,  and  even  in 
the  fanne  man  at  different  times,  according  tp 
the  accidental  flow  of  the  animal  fpirits ;  a 

feehngi 
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feeling,  of  which  it  may  perhaps  be  faid,  we    8ect</ 
are  from  our  very  nature,  hardly  fuiceptible   _    '• 
towards  an  invifible  Being. 

**  As  to  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,**  a?<*  «- 

till        /•       1  11^^-      gainftthe 

It  may  probably  be  further  urged,  that  "  it  operation 
•*  is  perhaps  fcarcely  worth  while  to  fpend  s^t. 
**  much  time  in  inquiring  into  the  theory, 
wheni  in  praftice  at  leaft,  it  is  manifeft, 
that  there  is  no  lure  criterion  whereby 
any  one  can  afcertain  the  reality  of  them, 
**  even  in  his  own  cafe,  much  lels  in  that  of 
**  another.  All  we  know  is,  that  pretenders 
to  thefe  extraordinary  affiftances,  have  never 
been  wanting  to  abufe  the  credulity  of  the 
^*  vulgar,  and  to  try  the  patience  of  the  wife. 
^  From  the  canting  hypocrites  and  wild  fa* 
"  natics  of  the  laft  century,  to  their  lels  dan- 
gerous, chiefly  becaufe  lefs  fuccefsfiil,  de- 
icendants  of  the  prefent  day,  we  hear  the 
*•  fame  unwarranted  claims,  the  fame  idle 
**  tales,  the  lame  low  cant;  and  we  may  dif- 
**  cern  not  feldom  the  lame  mean  artifices 
**  and  mercenary  ends.  The  doftrine,  to 
"  fay  the  beft  of  it,  cati  only  ferve  to,  favour 
**  the  indolence  of  man,  while  profeffing  to 
*'  furnilh  him  with  .a  compendious  method 
^*  of  becoming  wife  and  good,  it  fuperfedes 
^*  ^e  nccelfity  of  his  own  perfonal  labours. 

*^  Quitting 
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"  Quitting  therefore   all   fuch  flothftil  and 
"  chimerical  ipecmlations,  it  is  true  wifHom 
**  to  attach  ourfelves  to  what  is  more  folid 
and  pradical ;  to  the  work  which  you  will 
not  deny  to.be  fufficicntly  difficult  to  find 
*^  us  of  itfelf  full  employment :  the  work  of 
^  rectifying  the  difbrders  of  the  pafSons^  and 
•*  of  implanting  and  cultivating  the  virtue^ 
**  of  the  moral  charader." — "  It  is  the  fer- 
•*  vice  of  the  underflanding  which  God  re- 
quires of  us,  which  you  would  degrade  into 
a  mere  matter  of  bodily  temperament,  and 
imaginary  impulfes.     You  are  contending 
•*  for  that  which  not  only  is  altogether  un-* 
•*  worthy  of  our  Divine  Mafler,  but  which, 
V  with  confiderate  men,  has  ever  brought  his 
^  religion  into  fiifpicion  and  difrepute,  and 
**  under  a  (hew  of  honouring  him,  ferves  on- 
♦*  ly  to  injure  and  difcredit  his  caufe*"     Our 
Objeftor,  warming  as  he  proceeds,  will  per- 
haps affume  a  more  impatient  tone.     "  Have 
**  not  thefe  do6lrin«,"  he  may  exclaim,  "been 
*•  ever  perverted  to  purpofes  the  moft  dif^ 
^^  graceful  to  the  Religion  of  Jefus  ?  If  you 
"  want  an  inftance,  look  to  the  flandard  of 
the  inquifition,  and  behold  the  pious  Do- 
minicans torturing  their  miferable  vi6lims 
^  for  the  Love  of  Chrifl*.     Or  would  you 

#  This  ym  tbe  motto  on  their  banner. 

"  rather 
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^  rather  fee  the  efFefts  of  your  principles  on 
a  larger  fcale,  and  iy  whole/ale  (if  the 
phrafe  may  be  pardoned ;)  caft  your  eyes 
acrois  the  Atlantic,  and  let  your  zeal  bo 
^  edified  by  the  holy  aftivity  of  Cortcz  and* 
**  Pizarro,  and  their  apofUes  of  the  weftcm 
**  hemilphere.  To  what  elfe  have  been  6w- 
y^  ing  the  extenfive  ravages  of  national  pet • 
^  fecutions^  and  religious  wars  and  crufadesj 
**  whereby  rapacity,  and  pride,  and  cruelty^ 
**  (heltering  themfelves  under  the  maflc  of 
^  this  ^cious  principle,  have  {q  often  af- 
^  fliidied  the  world  ?  The  Prince  of  peace  has 
**  been  made  to  aflume  the  port  of  a  ferocious 
**  conqueror,  and  forgetting  the  meflage  o£ 
^  good  will  to  men,  has  iffued  forth  like  si 
*'  fecond  Scourge  of  the  Earth  *,  to  plaguy 
••*  and  defolate  the  human  Ipecies/' 

That  the  facred  name  of  Religion  has  R«iJyto 
been  too  often  proftituted  to  the  moft  deteft-  aIi^*- 
able  purpofes ;  that  furious  bigots  and  bloody 
perfecutors,  and  lelf-interefted  hypocrites  of 
all  qualities  and  dimenlions,  from  the  rapa- 
cious leadljr  of  an  army,  to  the  canting  oraclo 
^  a  congregation,  have  falfely  called  them- 
felves Ghriftians,  are  melancholy  and  humi- 

*  Tide  of  Attila  king  of  the  HujnSi  whde  defolating 
rst?agc8  Ttt  well  known. 

,    hating 
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CHAP,    which  is  built  on  ground  fo  indefenfible,  as 
^^**  ^   that  which  would  equally  warrant  our  con- 
demning any  phyfical  oi^  moral  faculty  alto- 
gether, on  account  of  its  being  occaiionally 
abufed. 

■ 

As.  to  the  pofition  of  our  Opponent,  that 
there  is  no  way  whereby  the  validity  of  any 
pretenfions  to  the   j?eligious  afFedions  may 
be  afcertained ;    it  muft  partly  be  admitted. 
Poubtlefs  we  are  not  able  always  to  read  the 
hearts  of  men,  and  to  dilcover  their  real  cha- 
ra6ters;  and  hence  it  is,  that  we  in  fbme 
mcafure  lie  open  to  the  falfe  and  hypocri- 
tical pretences  which  are  brought  forward 
^ainft  us  fo  triumphantly.     But  then  thefe 
pretences  no  more  prove  all  fimilar  claims  to 
be  founded  in  falfehood  and  hypocrify,  than 
there  having  been  many  falfe  and  interefted 
pretenders   to   wifdom  and  honefty,  would 
prove  that  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  a 
wife  or  gn  honefl:  man.     We  do  not  argue 
thus  but  where  our  realbn  is  under  a  corrupt 
bias.     Why  fhould  we  be  fo  much  fiirprifed 
and  fcandalized,  when  thefe  impoftors  arc 
deteded  in  the  church  of  Chrift  ?    It  is  no 
more  than  our  BlefTed  Mafter  himfelf  taught 
us  to  cxpc6l ;  and  when  the  old  difficulty  i& 
ftatcfd,  *^  didft  thou  xiot  ibw  good  feed  in  thy 

"  field. 


**  field,  whence  then  hath  it  tares  ?"  his  own 
anfwcr  furnilhes  the  beft  folution— "  an  ene- 
**  my  hath  done  this.*' — Hypocrify  is  indeed 
detefiableyZnA  enthufiafin  lufficiently  mifchiev-i^ 
ous  to  juftify  our  guarding  againft  its  approach-* 
es  with  jealous  care.     Yet  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  take  this  occafion  for  obferving,  that 
we  are  now  and  then  apt  to  draw  too  unfa- 
vourable conclufions  from  unplcafant  appear- 
ances, which  may  perhaps  be  chiefly  or  alto- 
gether owing  to  grofs  or  conflifed  conceptions, 
or  to  a  difgufting  formality  of  demeanor,  ot" 
to  indeterminate,  low,  or  improperly  familiar 
expreffions.      The  mode  and   language,  in 
which  a  vulgar  man  will  exprefs  himfclf  on 
the  fubjeS  of  Religion,  will  probably  be  vul- 
gar, and  it  is  difficult  for  people  of  literature 
and  refinement  not  to  be  unreafonably  fhocked 
by  fiich  vulgarities.     But  we  fliould  at  leaft 
endeavour   to  correct    the   rafh  judgements 
which  we  may  be  difpoled  to  form  on  thefe 
occaiions,  and  fhould  learn  to  recognize  and 
to  prize  a  found  texture  and  juft  configura- 
tion, though  difguifed  beneath  a  homely  or 
uncouth  drapery.     It  was  an  Apoftle  who 
declared  that  he  had  come  to  the  learned  and 
accompliflied  Grecians  "  not  with  excellency 
•*  of  ij^eech,  or  the  vvifdom  of  words."    From 
thefe  he  had  ftudioully  abflained,  left  he  fhould 

G  ^  have 
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have  feemed  to  owe  his  fuccefs  rather  to  the 
graces  of  oratory,  than  to  the  efficacy  of  his 
dodrines,  and  to  the  divine  power  with  which 
they  were  accompanied.     Even  in  our  own 
times,  when,  the  extraordinary  operations  and 
miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  having 
ceafed,  the  neceffity  of  fhidy  and  preparation, 
and  of  attention  to  manner  as  well  as  matter, 
in  order  to  qualify  men  to  become  teachera  of 
religion,  arc  no  longer  fiiperfeded,  yet  it  is  no 
more  than  an  aft  of  juftice  explicitly  to  re- 
mark, that  a  body  of  Chriftians,  which  from 
the  peculiarly  ofFenfive  groffiiefles  of  language 
in  ufe  among  them,  had,  not  without  reafbn, 
excited   fulpicions  of  the  very  worft  nature, 
have  fince  reclaimed  their  charafter  (b)^  and 
have  perhaps  excelled  all  mankind  in  fblid 
and  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  * 
and  of  the  moft  ardent,  and  adive,  and  pa- 
tient zeal  in  his  fervice.  It  is  a  zeal  tempered 
with  prudence,  foftened  with  meeknefs,  fb- 
berly  aiming  at  great  ends  by  the  gradual 
operation  of  well  adapted  means,  lupported 
by  a  courage  w  hich  no  danger  can  intimi-^ 
date,  and  a  quiet  conftancy  which  no  Kard- 
fhips  can  exhauft. 

(h)  Vide  the  teftimony  of  Weft  India  merchants  to  the 
Moravians,  ia  the  Report  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  Slave 
Tradf. 
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Section  ii. 

On  the  Admlffion  of  the  Paffions  into  Religion. 

THE  objedlion  of  our  Opponent,  that  by 
infifting  on  the  obligation  of  making  our 
blefled  Saviour  the  objeft  of  our  religious  af- 
feftions,  we  are  degrading  the  worfhip  of 
the  underftanding,  and  are  fubftituting  a  fet 
of  mere  feelings  in  its  ftead,  is  one  which 
deferves  our  moft  (erious  confideration.  If 
it  be  juft,  it  is  decifive ;  for  ours  muft  be  un* 
queftionably  "  a  reafbnable  fervice  *•'*  The 
Objeftor  muft  mean,  either,  that  thefe  affec- 
tions are  unrealbnable  in  themfelves,  or  that 
they  are  mifplaced  in  religion.  He  can 
fcarccly,  however,  intend  that  the  affeftions 
are  in  their  own  nature  unrealbnable.  To 
fuppofe  him  to  maintain  this  pofition,  were 
to  fuppofe  htm  ignorant  of  what  every  fchool- 
boy  knows  of  the  mechanifm  of  the  human 
mind.  We  (hall  therefore  take  it  for  granted, 
that  this  cannot  be  his  meaning,  and  proceed 
to  examine  the  latter  part  of  the  alternative. 
Here  alfb  it  may  .either  be  intended,  that  the 
aftedioiis  are  railplaced  in  Religion,  generally^ 

♦  Rom.  xii.  I, 
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CHAP,    or  that  our  blefled  Saviour  is  n6t  the  pro* 
^"*  ^    per  obje6l  of  them. 

This  notion  of  the  afFeftions  being  out  of 
place  in  Religion,  is  indeed  an  opinion  which 
appears  to  be  generallvajprevalent.  TTheaf^ 
feftions  are  regarded  as  the  ftrong  holds  of 
pnthufiafm.  It  is  therefore  judged  mofl  ext 
pedient  to  aft,  as  prudent  generals  are  ufed 
to  do,  when  they  raze  the  fortrefs,  or  i^ike 
up  the  cannon,  which  are  likely  to  fall  intq 
the  hands  of  an  enemy.  Mankind  are  apt  to 
be  the  dupes  of  mifapplied  terms ;  and  the 
progrefs  of  the  perfuafion  now  in  queftion^ 
has  been  confiderably  aided  by  an  abuie  of 
language,  not  fufficiently  checked  in  its  firft 
advances,  whereby  that  Ipecies  of  Religioi> 
which  is  oppofite  to  the  warm  and  affetiionT 
ate  kind,  has  been  fufFered  almoft  without 
difturbance,  to  ufurp  to  itfelf  the  epithet  of 
rational.  But  let  not  this  claim  be  too  haftily 
admitted.  Let  the  pofition  in  queftion  be 
thoroughly  and  impartially  difcufled,  and  it 
will  appear,  if  I  miftake  not,  to  be  a  grofs 
and  pernicious  error.  If  amputation  be  in- 
deed indifpenfable,  we  mufl:  fubmit  to  it;  but 
we  may  furely  expc6l  to  be  heard  with  pa- 
tience, or  rather  with  favour  and  indulgence, 
while  we  proceed  to  Ihew  that  there  is  no 

need 
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need  to  have  recourie  to  fb  delperate  a  reme- 
dy. The  difcuffion  will  neceffarily  draw  us 
into  length.  But  our  prolixity  will  not  be 
greater  than  may  well  be  claimed  by  the 
importance  of  the  lubje6l,  elpecially  as  it 
fcarcely  fcems  to  have  hitherto  iufficiently 
engaged  the  attention  of  writers  on  the  lub* 
je6l  of  Religion. 

It  cannot  methinks  but  afford  a  confider- 
able  prefumption  againft  the  do6lrine  which 
we  are  about  to  combat,  that  it  propofes  to 
exclude  at  once  from  the  fervice  of  Religioft 
£b  grand  a  part  of  the  compolition  of  man; 
that  in  this  our  nobleft  employment  it  con- 
demns as  worfe  than  ulelefs,  all  the  moft  ac- 
tive principles  of  our  nature.  One  cannot 
but  fuppofe  that  like  the  organs  of  the  body^ 
fo  the  elementary  qualities  and  original  paf- 
fions  of  the  mind  were  all  given  us  for  valu- 
able purpofes  by  our  allwife  Creator.  It  is 
indeed  one  of  the  fad  evidences  of  our  fallen 
condition  9  that  they  are  now  perpetually  re-' 
belling  againft  the  powers  of  reafon  and  con«* 
fcience,  to  which  they  fliould  be  fubjeft.  But 
even  if  Revelation  had  been  filent,  natural 
realbn  might  have  in  fbme  degree  prefumed, 
that  it  would  be  the  efFeft  of  a  Religion  which 
fliould  come  from  God,  completely  to  repair 

G  4  the 
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^HAP.  the  confequences  of  our  luperinduced  depra* 
^'*  vity.  The  fchemes  of  mere  human  wifdom 
had  indeed  tacitly  confefled,  that  this  was  a 
rtaik  beyond  their  ftrength.  Of  the  two  inoft 
^celebrated  fyftems  of  philofophy,  the  one  ex?» 
prclsly  cpnfirmed  the  ufurpation  of  the  pal^ 
fions ;  while  the  other,  defpairing  of  being 
able  to  regulate  them,  faw  nothing  left  but 
their  extin6Uon.  The  former  afted  like  a 
weak  government,  which  gives  independence 
to  a  rebellious  province,  which  it  cannot  re^ 
duce^  The  latter  fprmed  its  boafted  fchemc 
merely  upon  the  plan  of  that  barbarous  policy, 
which  cpmpofes  the  troubles  of  a  turbulent 
land  by  the  extermination  of  its  inhabitants^ 
This  is  the  calm,  not  of  order,  but  of  ihacr 
tion  ;  it  is  not  tranquillity,  but  the  ftUhiefs  of 
fleiath  J 

Tfucidare  fiJfo  nomine  imperium,  &  ubi  folitudinem  fa? 
ciui\t,  pacem  appellant  — 

Chriftianity^  we  might  hope,  would  not  be 
driven  to  any  fuch  wretched  expedients ;  nor 
in  fa6l  dpes  fhe  condefcend  to  them.  They 
only  thus  undervalue  her  ftrength,  who  mif^ 
take  hier  qh^rafter,  and  are  ignorant  of  her 
powers.  It  is  her  peculiar  glory,  and  her 
main  office,  to  bring  all  the  faculties  of  our 
iwture  into  their  juft  fubordination  and  de- 

pendence  ^ 
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pendence ;  that  fb  the  whole  man,  complete 
in  all  his  funftions,  may  be  reftored  to  the 
true  ends  of  his  being,  and  be  devoted,  en- 
tire and  harmonious,  to  the  fervice  and  glory 
of  God.  "  My  fon,  give  me  thine  hearf — 
**  Thou  (halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
**  thy  heart ;" — Such  are  the  direft  and  com- 
prehenfive  claims  which  are  made  on  us  in 
the  holy  Scriptures.  We  can  fcarcely  indeed 
look  into  any  part  of  the  facred  volume  with- 
out nieeting  abundant  proofs,  that  it  is  the 
religion  of  the  AfFeftions  which  God  parti- 
cularly requires.  Love,  Zeal,  Gratitude,  Joy, 
Hope,  Truft,  are  each  of  them  Specified*;  and 
are  not  allowed  to  us  as  weakneffes,  but  en-, 
joined  on  us  as  our  bounden  duty,  and  com- 
mended to  us  as  our  acceptable  worfliip. 
Where  paflages  are  fo  numerous,  there  would 
be  no  end  of  particular  citations.  Let  it  be 
fufficient^  therefore,  to  refer  the  reader  to 
the  word  of  God»  There  let  him  oblerve 
too,  that  as  the  lively  exercife  of  the  paffions 
towards  their  legitimate  obje6l,  is  always 
ipoken  of  with  praife,  fo  a  cold,  hard,  un- 
feeling heart  is  reprefented  as  highly  crimi- 
nal. Lukewarmnefs  is  ftated  to  be  the  ob- 
je6l  of  God's  difguft  and  averfion ;  zeal  and 
Jove,  of  his  favour  and  delight ;  and  the  takr 
ing  away  of  the  heart  of  ilonc  and  the  im- 
planting 
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planting  of  a  wai;mer  and  more  tender  nature 
in  its  (lead,  is  Ipecifically  promiied  as  the 
efFeft  of  his  returning  favour,  and  the  work 
of  his  renewing  grace.  It  is  the  prayer  of 
an  infpired  teacher,  in  behalf  of  thofe  for 
whom  he  was  moft  interefted,  "  that  their 
love*'  (already  acknowledged  to  be  great) 
might  abound  yet  more  and  more :"  Thofe 
modes  of  worfhip  are  prefcribed,  which  arc 
bpft  calculated  to  excite  the  dormant  affec- 
tions, and  to  maintain  them  in  lively  exer-* 
cife ;  and  the  aids  of  mufic  and  finging  arc 
exprefsly  fuperadded  to  increafe  their  effed* 
If  we  look  to  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Scrip- 
ture Chara6lers,  we  fhall  find  them  warm, 
zealous,  and  affeftionate.  When  engaged  in 
their  favourite  work  of  celebrating  the  good- 
nefs  of  their  Supreme  Benefa6lor,  their  fouls 
appear  to  burn  within  them,  their  hearts 
kindle  into  rapture  ;  the  powers  of  language 
are  inadequate  to  the  expreflion  of  their  tranf- 
ports ;  and  they  call  on  all  nature  to  fwell 
the  chorus,  and  to  unite  with  them  in  halle- 
lujahs of  gratitude,  and  joy,  and  praife.  .  The 
man  after  God's  own  heart  moft  of  all  abounds 
in  thefc  glowing  effufions ;  and  his  compo- 
fitions  appear  to  have  been  given  us  in  order 
to  fet  the  tone,  as  it  were,  to  all  fucceed^ 
ing  generations.  Accordingly  (to  quote  the 
1  '   words 
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words  of  a  late  excellent  prelate*,  who  was  sect; 
himfelf  warmed  with  the  fame  heavenly  in- 
flame) "  in  the  language  of  this  divine  book, 
**  the  praifes  of  the  church  have  been  offered 
**  up  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  from  age  to 
^  age."  When  God  was  pleafed  to  check 
the  future  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  in  his 
wild  career,  and  to  make  him  a  monument 
of  transforming  grace  ;  was  the  force  of  his 
affeftions  diminilhed,  or  was  it  not  that  their 
direction  only  was  changed  ?  He  brought  his 
affeftions  entire  and  unabated  into  the  fcr- 
yice  of  his  bleffed  Mafter.  His  zeal  now 
burned  even  with  an  increafe  of  .bright nefs ; 
and  no  intenfenefs,  no  continuance  of  luffer- 
iiigs  could  allay  its  aidor,  or  damp  the  fer- 
vors of  his  triumphant  exultations.  Finally 
—The  worfhip  and  fervice  of  the  glorified 
ipirits  in  Heaven,  is  not  reprefented  to  us  a 
cold  intelle6hial  invefligation,  but  as  the 
worfhip  and  fervice  of  gratitude  and  love. 
And  fiirely  it  will  not  be  difputed,  that  it 
(hould  be  even  here  the  humble  endeavour  of 
thofe  who*  are  promifed  while  on  earth  ^^  to 
**  be  made  meet  ^o  be  partakers  of  the  inhe* 
^*  ritance  of  the  faints  in  light,*'  to  bring  their 
hearts  into  a  capacity  for  joining  in  thofe 
everlafling  praifes. 

♦  Dr.  HoRNE. 

But 
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But  it  may  not  be  unadvifable  for  the 
writer  here  to  guard  again  ft  a  miftaken  fup- 
pofition,  from  which  the  mind  of  our  Ohjec- 
mnd  Mea-  tor,  by  no  means  appears  exempt,  that  the 
reiigioui  force  of  the  religious  afteftions  is  to  be  chiefly 
^*^^°**  cftimated  by  the  degree  of  mere  animal  fer* 
vor,  by  ardors,  and  tranfports,  and  rapturcSi 
of  which,  from  cpnftitutional  temperament, 
a  perfon  may  be  eaiily  fufceptible;  or  into 
which  daily  experience  muft  convince  Us, 
that  people  of  ftrong  imaginations  and  of 
warm  paiiions  may  work  themlelves  without 
much  diliiculty,  where  their  hearts  are  by  no 
means  truly  or  deeply  interefted.  Every  to* 
lerable  a6tor  can  atteft  the  truth  of  this  re- 
mark. Thefe  high  degrees  of  the  paflions 
bad  men  may  experience,  good  men  may 
want.  They  may  be  atfeded  ;  they  may  be 
genuine;  but  whether  genuine  or  affe(5led, 
they  form  not  the  true  ftandard  by  which 
the  real  nature  or  ftrength  of  the  religious 
afFe6tions  is  to  be  determined.  To  afcertaiu 
thefe  points,  we  muft  examine,  whether  they 
appear  to  be  grounded  in  knowledge,  to  have 
their  root  in  ftrong  and  juft  conceptions  of 
the  great  and  manifold  e>:tellences  of  their 
objed,  or  to  be  ignorant,  unmeaning,  or 
vague  :  whether  they  are  natural  and  ealy, 
cr  conftrained  and  forced ;  wakeful  and  c\pt 

to 
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to  fix  on  their  great  obje6ls,  delighting  in 
their  proper  nutriment  the  exerciies  of  prayer, 
of  praile,  and  religious  contemplation ;  or  vo- 
luntarily omitting  offered  occafions  of  receiv- 
ing it,  looking  forward  to  them  with  little 
expediation,  looking  back  on  them  with  little 
complacency,  and  being  difappointed  of  them 
with  little  regret :  we  muft  obferve  whether 
theie  religious  affe6lions  are  merely  occafional 
vifitants,  or  the  abiding  inmates  of  the  foul : 
whether  they  have  got  the  maftcry  over  the 
vicious  paffions  and  propenfities,  with  which 
in  their  origin,  and  nature,  and  tendency^ 
they  are  at  open  variance ;  or  whether  if  the 
viiitory  be  not  yet  complete,  the  war  is  at 
leaft  conftant,  and  the  breach  irreconcilable  : 
whether  they  moderate  and  regulate  all  the 
inferior  appetites  and  defires  which  arc  cul- 
pable only  in  their  excefs,  thus  ftriving  to 
reign  in  the  bofom  with  a  fettled  undif|)uted 
predominance:  And  we  muft  examine  vvhe- 
ther,  above  all,  they  manifeft  thcmlelves  by 
prompting  to  the  active  difcharge  of  the  d\U 
ties  of  life,  the  perfonal,  the  domeftic,  the  re- 
lative, the  profeffional,  the  Ibcial,  and  civil 
duties.  Here  the  widenefs  of  their  Yange. 
and  the  unhTrfality  of  their  influence,  will 
generally  ferve  to  diftingiiifti  them  from  thofe 
partial  efforts  of  diligence  and  felf-denial,  to 

which 
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Which  mankind  are  prompted  by  fubordinate 
motives.  All  proofs  other  than  this  deduced 
from  condudl,  are  in  fome  degree  ambi- 
guous. This,  this  only,  whether  we  argue 
from  Reafon  or  from  Scripture,  is  a  fiire  in- 
fallible criterion.  From  the  daily  incidents 
of  conjugal  and  domeftic  life,  we  learn  that 
a  heat  of  afFe6Hon  occafionally  vehement,  but 
{iiperficial  and  tranfitory,  may  confift  too  well 
with  a  courfe  of  conduft,  exhibiting  incon- 
teftable  proofs  of  negleft  and  unkindnefs* 
But  the  paffion,  which  alone  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures dignify  ^^ath  the  name  of  Love,  is  a 
deep,  not  a  fiiperilcial  feeling ;  a  fixed  and 
permanent,  not  an  occafional  emotion.  It 
proves  the  validity  of  its  title,  by  aftions  cor- 
refponding  with  its  nature,  by  practical  en- 
deavours to  gratify  the  willies  and  to  promote 
the  interefls  of  the  object  of  afFeftion.  "  If  a 
U  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  fayings." 
*^  This  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  his 
**  commandments."  This  therefore  is  the  befl 
ftandard  by  which  to  try  the  quality,  or, 
the  quality  being  afcertained,  to  eflimate  the 
ftrength  of  the  religious  afFeftions.  Without 
fiifFerino;  oiirfelves  to  derive  too  much  com- 
placency  from  tranfient  fervors  of  devotion,^ 
we  Ihould  carefully  and  frequently  prove  our- 
felves  by  this  lefs  dubitable  tefl ;  impartially 
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examining  our  daily  condu6l ;  and  often  com- 
paring our  a6hial,  with  our  poffible  Tervices, 
the  fair  amount  of  our  exertions,  with  our 
natural  or  acquired  means  and  opportunities 
of  ufefulnefs. 

After  this  large  explanation,  the  pro- 
lixity of  which  will  we  trull:  be  pardoned  oa 
account  of  the  importance  of  the  iubje6l,  and 
the  danger  of  miftakes  both  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left,  we  are  perfeftly  ready 
to  concede  to  the  Objeftor,  that  the  religious 
afFeftious  muft  be  expefted  to  be  more  or 
lefs  lively  in  different  men,  and  in  the  lame 
man  at  different  times,  in  proportion  to  natu-, 
ral  tempers,  ages,  fituations,  and  habits  of  life* 
But,  to  found  an  obje6tion  on  this  ground^ 
would  be  as  unreafonable  as  it  were  altosiethcr 
to  deny  the  obligation  of  the  precepts,  which 
command  us  to  relieve  the  neceffities  of  the 
indigent,  becaufe  the  infinitely  varying  cir- 
Cumftances  of  mankind  muft  render  it  im- 
poflible  to  Ipecify  beforehand  the  fum  which 
each  individual  ought  on  the  whole  to^allo>t 
to  this  purpofe,  or  to  fix  in  every  particular 
inftance,  on  any  determinate  meafure  and 
mode  of  contribution.  To  the  one  cafe  no 
Icfi  than  to  the  other,  we  may  apply  the 
ipaxim  of  an  eminent  writer ;  "  An  boneft 

*'  heart 
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"  heart  is  the  beft  cafuift."  He  who  every 
where  but  in  Religion  is  warm  and  animated, 
there  only  phlegmatic  and  cold,  can  hardly 
expeft  (efpeciaHy  if  this  coldnefs  be  not  the 
iubje6l  of  unfeigned  humiliation  and  fbrrow)^  . 
that  his  plea  on  the  ground  of  natural  temper 
Ihould  be  admitted ;  any  more  than  that  of  a 
perfbn  who  fhould  urge  his  poverty  as  a 
juftification  of  his  not  relieving  the  wants  of 
the  neceflitous,  at  the  very  time  that  be  fhould 
be  launching  out  into  expence  without  re- 
ftraint,  on  occafions  in  which  he  fhoula  be 
really  prompted  by  his  inclinations.  In  both 
cafes,  "  it  is  the  ^vil^mg  mind  which  is  re- 
quired/* Where  that  is  found  "  every 
man  will  be  judged  according  to  what  he 
"  hath,  and  not  according  to  what  he  hath 
'^  ^lot  */' 

After  thedecifivc  proofs  already  adduce^ 
from  the  word  of  God,  of  the  unreafonable- 
nefs  of  the  objection  to  the  admifTion  of  the 
paflions  into^  Religion,  all  farther  arguments 
may  appear  fiiperfluous  to  any  one  who  is 
dilpofed  to  bow  to  fcriptural  authority.  Yet 
tlie  point  is  of  fo  much  importance,  and,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  fo  little  regarded,  that  it  may 

*  2  Cor.  viii,  12. 
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fiolt  be  amifs  to  continue  the  diicufliom     Hie    a  s  c  r* 
beft  conclufions  of  reaibn  will  be  (hewn  to    ^  H* 
fall  in  with  what  clearly  appears  to  be  the 
authoritative  language  of  revelation ;  and  to 
tall  in  the  aid  of  the  aSedions  to  the  iervicc 
of  Religion,  will  prove  to  be  not  only  what 
(bber  reafon  may  permit,  as  in  Ibme  fort  al- 
lowably; J[>ut  to  be  that  wbich  ihe  clearly  Theaft^ 
and  Arongly  didiates  to  our  delibieirate  judge-*  mei^y  ti. 
ments,  as  being  what  the  circumftaaces  of  our  R^g^n  ** 
natural  condition  indifpenfably  require.     We  ^"'  ^^^^^ 
have  every  one  of  us  a  work  to  accomplilh," 
wherein  our  eternal  interefts  are  at  ftake ;  a 
work  to  which  we  are  naturally  indifpofed* 
We  live  in  a  world  abounding  with  objedls 
which  diftraft  our  attention  and  divert  our 
endeavours;  and  a  deadly  enemy  is  ever  at 
hand  to  feduce  and  beguile  us.     If  we  perfc- 
vere  indeed,  foccefs  is  certain  5  but  our  efibrts 
muft  know  no  remiflion.     There  is  a  caH  on 
us  for  vigorous  and  continual  relblution,  felf- 
denial,  and  aftivity.     Now,  msui  is  not  a  be- 
ing of  mfere  intelled. 

Video  meliora  proboque,  deteriora  iequor, 

is  a  complaint  which,  alas !  we  »11  of  us 
might  daily  utter.  The  flighteft  felicitation 
of  appetite  is  often  able  to  draw  us  to  a6k 
in  oppofition  to  our  cleareft  judgement,  our 
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higheft  interefts,  and  moft  refolute  deterrtir* 
nations.  Sicknels,  poverty,  difgrace,  and  even 
eternal  mifery  itfelf,  fbmetimes  in  vain  fblicit 
our  regards ;  they  are  all  excluded  from  the 
view,  and  thruft  as  it  were  beyond  the  Iphere 
of  vifion,  by  Ibme  poor  unfubftantial  tran- 
(ient  objed,  fo  minute  and  contemptible  as 
ahnoft  to  efcape  the  notice  of  ^he  eye  of 
reafon. 

These  ol)rervations  are  more  ftrikingly 
confirmed  in  our  religious  concerns  than  in 
any  other ;  becaufe  in  them  the  interefts  at 
ftake  are  of  tranfcendant  importance:  but 
they  hold  equally  in  every  inftance  accord-* 
ing  to  its  meafure,  wherein  there  is  a  call- 
for  laborious,  painful,  and  continued  exer- 
tions, from  which  we  are  likely  to  be  de- 
terred  by  obftacles,  or  feduced  by  the  folicita- 
tions  ofpleafure.  What  then  is  to  be  done 
in  the  cafe  of  any  fuch  arduous  and  neceflary 
undertaking?  The  anfwer  is  obvious — ^You 
fhould  endeavour  not  only  to  convince  the 
underftanding,  but  alfo  to  afFeft  the  heart ; 
and  for  this  end,  vou  muft  fecure  the  rein- 
forcement  of  the  paflions.  This  is  indeed  the 
courlc  which  would  be  naturally  followed  by 
every  man  of  common  underflanding,  who 
fliould  know  that  fome  one  for  whom  he  was 

deeply 
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deeply  interefted,  a  child^  for  inftance,  or  a 
brother,  were  about  to  enter  on  a  long,  dif- 
ficult, perilous,  and  critical  adventure,  where- 
in fuccefs  was  to  be  honour  and  affluence ; 
idefeat  was  to  be  contempt  and  rUin.  And 
ftill  more,  if  the  parent  were  convinced  that 
his  child  poflefled  faculties  which,  ftrenuoufly 
and  unremittingly  exerted,  would  prove  equal 
to  all  the  exigencies  of  the  enterprize,  but 
knew  him  alfo  to  be  volatile  -and  inconftant^ 
and  had  reafbn  to  doubt  his  refolution  and 
his  vigilance ;  how  would  the  friendly  mo-^ 
hitor's  endeavour  be  redoubled,  fo  to  j)ofrels 
his  pupil's  mind  with  the  worth  and  dignity 
^f  the  undertaking,  that  there  (hould  be  no 
opening  for  the  entrance  of  any  inferior  con- 
fideration  ! — "  Weigh  well  (he  would  lay) 
*'  the  value  of  the  object  for  whi^h  you  are 
**  about  to  contend,  and  contemj)late  and 
'**  ftudy  its  various  excellences,  till  your  whole 
^*  foul  be  on  fire  for  its  acquiiition;  Confider 
*'  too,  that  if  you  fail,  mifery  and  infamy  are 

**  united  in  the  alternative  which  awaits  you. 

I.  ■  ■  ^ 

*'  Let  not  the  mifl^ken  notion  of  its  being 
^  a  fafe  and  eafy  fervicc,  for  a  moment  be* 
**  guile  you  into  the  difconti^uance  or .  re- 
"  miffion  of  your  efforts.  Be  aware  of  your 
**  imminent  danger,  and  at  the  fame  tinhe 
"  know  your  true  fecurity.     It  is  a  fervice 
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eHAP.    "  of  labour  and  peril;  but  one  wherein  the 
III.       u  powers  which  you  poflefs,  ftrenuoufly  and 
"  perfeveringly  exerted,  cannot   but  crown 
*^  you  with  vidory.     Accuftom  yourfelf  to 
look  firft  to  the  dreadful  confequences  of 
faikire ;  then  fix  your  eye  on  the  glorious 
prize  which  is  before  you;  and  when  your 
*'  ftrength  begins  to  fail,  and  your  fpirits  are 
"  well  nigh  exhauftcd,  let  the  animating  view 
*'  rekindle  youf  refolution,  and  call  forth  in 
**  renewed  vigour  the  fainting  energies  of 
"  your  i9uh'* 

It  was  the  remark  of  an  unerring  obferver, 
"  The  children  of  this  world  are  wifer  iif 
"  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light/* 
Ai^d  it  is  indifputably  true,  that  in  religion 
we  have  to  argue  and  plead  with  men  for 
principles  of  aftion,  the  wifdom  and  expe- 
diency of  which  are  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged in  matters  of  worldly  concern.  So  it 
is  in  the  inftance  before  us.  The  cafe  which 
has  been  juft  defcribcd,  is  an  exaft,  but  a 
faint  reprefentation  of  our  condition  in  this 
life.  Frail  and  "  infirm  of  purpofe,"  we 
have  a  bufinefs  to  execute  of  fupreme  and 
indifpenfable  neceflity.  Solicitations  to  neg- 
le6l  it  every  where  abound:  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  are  numerous  and  urgent ;  and 

the 


the  night  of  death  cometh,  how  foon  we 
know  not,  "  when  no  man  can  work."  All 
this  is  granted.  It  feems  to  be  a  ftate  of 
things  wherein  one  ihould  look  out  with  fo'- 
licitude  for  fbme  powerful  ftimulants.  Mere 
knowledge  is  confefledly  too  weak.  The  af- 
feflions  alone  remain  to  iiipply  the  deficiency* 
They  precifcly  meet  the  occafion,  and  fuit  the 
purpofes  intended^  Yet,  when  we  propofe 
to  fit  ourfclves  for  our  great  undertaking,  by 
calling  them  in  t6  our  help,  we  are  to  be  told 
that  we  are  ading  contrary  to  reafon.  Is  this 
reaibnable,  to  flrip  us  firft  of  our  armour  of 
proof,  and  then  to  (end  ns  to  the  (harpeft  of 
encounters  ?  To  fummon  us  to  the  fevereft 
labours,  but  firft  torobns  of  the  precious  cor- 
dials which  (hould  brace  our  iinews  and  rcip 
erait  our  ftrength  ? 

Lbt  thefc  pretended  advocates  for  reafon 
at  length  then  confefs  their  folly,  and  do  juf- 
tice  to  the  Hiperior  wifdom  as  well  as  good- 
neis  of  our  heavenly  Inftru6lor,  who  better 
underftanding  our  true  condition,  and  know- 
ing our  frowardnefs  and  inadvertency,  has 
moft  reafbnably  as  well  as  kindly  pointed  out 
and  enjoined  on  us  the  ufe  of  thofe  aids 
which  may  counteraft  our  infirmities ;  who 
commanding  the  eflFeft,  has  commanded  alfo 
the  means  whereby  it  may  be  accomplifhed. 

H3  Ani> 
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And  now,  if  the  ufe  of  the  afFe6lionsL.ii| 
Religion,  in  general^  be  at  length  (hewn  to 
chriiTthr  be  conformable  to  reafon,  it  will  not  requirq 
of  our  ^^^  many  words  to  prove  that  our  bleffed  Saviour 
firfibns!  ^^  ^^^  proper  objeft  of  them.  We  kiaow  that 
love,  gratitude,  joy,  hope,  truft,  have  all  their 
appropriate  objefts.  Now  it  muft  be  at  onco 
conceded,  that  if  thefe  appropriate  objefts  be 
not  exhibited,  it  is  perfectly  unreaibiiable  to 
cxpedl  that  the  correipondent  paflions  ihould 
be  excited.  If  We  alk  for  love,  in  the  cafe 
of  an  objeft  which  has  no  excellence  or  dc-i 
firablenefs ;  for  gratitude,  where  no  obliga^ 
tion  has  been  conferred  j  for  joy,  where  there 
is  no  juft  caufe  of  felf-congratulation?  for 
hope,  where  nothing  is  expelled ;  for  truft^ 
where  there  cxifts  no  ground  of  reliance ; 
then,  indeed,  we  niuft  kifs  the  rod,  and  pa*. 
tiently  (ubmit  to  correftion,  This  would  be 
indeed  Egyptian  bondage,  to  demand  the  ef*^ 
fe6ts  without  the  means  of  producing  them. 
Is  the  cafe  then  fo  ?  Are  we  ready  to  adopt 
the  language  of  the  avowed  enemies  of  our 
adorable  Saviour;  and  again  to  fay  of  him 
^'  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefa  of  the 
*'  Godhead  bodily,"  that  "  he  hath  no  form 
^'  nor  comelinefs;  and  when  w^  (hall  feehim^ 
<*  there  is  no  beauty  that  we  ihould  dcfirc 
<^  hipi  *  ?"   Is  it  no  obligation,  that  he  who 
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*'  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
*'  God/'  (hould  vet  for  our  fakes  "  make 
*'  himlelf  of  no  reputation,  and  take  upon 
*'  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  be  made  in 
**  the  likenefs  of  men ;  and  humble  himlelf, 
**  and  become  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
**  death  of  the  crofs  *  ?"  Is  it  no  caufe  of 
^Joy^that  to  us  is  born  a  Saviour  "f,"  by  whom 
we  may  ^'  be  delivered  from  the  power  of 
**  darknefs ;  and  be  made  meet  to  be  par- 
"  takers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
*'  light  if"  ?  Can  there  be  a  "  hope  comparable 
**  to  that  of  x>ur  calling  §" — "  Which  is  Chrifl 
*^  in  us,  the  hope  of  glory  ^r"  Can  there  be 
a  frti^  to  be  preferred  to  the  reliance  on 
Chrift  Je&s;  who  is  the  fame  yefterdayv 
tO'-day,  and  for  ever**?"  Surely,  if  our 
Opponent  be  not  dead  to  every  generous 
emotion,  he  cannot  look  his  own  objeftioa 
in  the  face,  without  a  blufh  of  fhame  and 
iadignation* 

♦  Philip,  ii.  6,  7,  8,       X  Co),  i.  itj  13.     fl  Col.  i.  27. 
f  J^ukcj  ii.  10,  ijf.       §  EpheC  i.  18.       •*  Heb.  xiii.  8, 
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ttons  deni- 
ed to  be 
pofnUe  to* 
wards  an 
snvifible 
Being. 


Section  III. 

Confideration  of  the  Reafonablenefs  ofAffeBitmt 
towards  an  tnvijible  Being, 

BUT  forced  at  laft  to  retreat  from  his 
favourite  poiition,  and  compelled  to  ac*^ 
knowledge  that  the  religious  afleflions  to* 
wards  our  blefled  Saviour  are  not  unreaibn- 
able ;  the  Objedlor  ftill  maintains  the  com- 
bat, fuggefting  that  by  the  very  conftitution 
of  our  nature,  we  are  not  iliiceptible  of  them 
towards  an  invifible  Behig;  with  regard  to 
whom,  it  is  added,  we  are  (hut  out  from  all 
thofe  means  of  communication  and  inter- 
courfe,  which  knit  and  cement  the  union 
between  man  and  man. 


The  above 
Pofition 
<lifcu(re(f, 
and  an* 
fwered* 


We  mean  not  to  deny  that  there  is  fbme- 
thing  in  this  objedlion.  It  might  even  feem 
to  plead  the  authority  of  Scripture  in  its  fa- 
vour— "  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother  whom 
**  he  hath  feen,  how  can  he  lov?  God  whom 
**  he  hath  not  {t^w  *  ?*'  And  it  was  indeed 
no  new  remark  in  Horace's  days. 


I  Johiiy  iv,  2a 
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S^ntus  irritant  animos  demtfTa  per  aufes, 
Quam  quae  (ant  oculis  fubjecta  fiu^L^us* 

We  receive  impreflions  more  readily  from 
vifible  objefts,  we  feel  them  more  ftrongly^ 
^d  retain  them  more  durably.  But  though 
it  muft  be  granted  that  this  circumftauce 
makes  it  a  more  difficult  talk  to  preferve  the 
afFeftions  in  queftion  in  a  healthful  and  vi* 
gorous  ftate ;  is  it  thereby  rendered  impof- 
fible  ?  This  were  indeed  a  moft  precipitate 
ccncluiion ;  and  any  one  who  fhould  oe  dif^ 
pofed  to  admit  the  truth  of  it,  might  be  at 
leaft  induced  to  hefitate,  when  he  fhould  re- 
flet that  the  argument  applies  eqifally  againfl 
the  poffibility  of  the  love  of  God,  a  duty  of 
which  the  moft  curfory  reader  of  Scriptur-e, 
if  he  admit  its  divine  authority,  cannot  but 
acknowledge  the  indifbenfable  obligation* 
But  we  need  only  look  back  to  the  Scrip- 
ture proofs  which  have  been  already  adduced, 
to  be  convinced  that  the  religious  ^edlions 
are  therein  inculcated  on  us,  as  a  matter  of 
high  and  ferious  obligation.  Hence  we  may 
be  affured  that  the  impoffibility  ftated  by  our 
Opponent  does  not  exift. 

Let  us  fcrutinize  this  matter,  however, 

a  little  more  minutely,  and  we  fliall  be  com- 

9  pelled 
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pelled  to  acknowledge,  that  the  objeftion  va- 
nifhes  when  we  fairly  and  accurately  itivefti- 
gate  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  With 
this  view,  let  us  look  a  little  into  the  nature 
of  the  afFedlons  of  the  human  mind,  and  en* 
deavour  to  afcer^ain  whence  it  is  that  they 
derive  their  nutriment,  and  are  found  from 
experience  to  inqreafe  in  ftrength. 

The  ftate  of  man  is  fuch,  that  his  feelings 
are  not  the  obedient  fervants  of  his  reafbn, 
prompt  at  once  to  follow  its  diftates,  as  to 
their  direftion,  and  their  meafure.  ExceK 
lence  is  the  juft  objeft  of  love  ;  good  in  ex- 
peftancy,  of  hope ;  evil  to  be  apprehended,^ 
of  fear;  the  misfortunes  and  fufFerings  of  our 
fellow-creatuVes,  conftitute  the  juft  obje6b  of 
pity.  Each  of  thefe  paflions,  it  might  be 
thought,  would  be  excited,  in  proportion  tp 
what  our  reafon  (hould  inform  us  were  the 
magnitude  and  confequent  claims  of  its  corn 
refponding  objeft.  But  this  is  by  no  meand 
the  cafe.  Take  firft  for  a  proof  the  inftancc 
of  pity.  We  read  of  flaughtered  thoulands 
with .  lefs  emotion,  than  we  hear  the  parti-s 
culars  of  a  fhocking  accident  which  has  hap«' 
pened  in  the  next  ftreet ;  the  diftreffes  of  a 
novel,  which  at  the  fame  time  we  know  to 

be  fictitious,  affeft  us  jnore  than  the  dry  nar-i* 

rativ^ 
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rative  of  a  battle.  We  become  (b  much,  in^ 
terefted  by  thefe  incidents  of  the  imagina- 
tion that  we  cannot  fpeedily  banifti  them 
from  our  thoughts,  nor  recover  the  tone  of 
pur  minds;  and  ofteir,  we  fcarcely  bring  our-^ 
ielvcs  to  lay  down  our  book  at  the  call  of 
real  misfortune,  of  which  perhaps  we  gO  to 
the  relief,  on  a  principle  of  duty,  but  with 
little  ienfe  of  intereft  or  emotion  of  tender- 
jieist  It  were  eafy  to  fhew  that  it  is  much 
the  fame  in  the  cafe  of  the  other  affe6i:ion&; 
Whatever  be  the  caule  of  this  difproportion, 
which  (as  metaphyfics  fall  not  within  our 
province)  we  fhall  not  ftop  to  examine,  thq 
faft  is  undeniablet  Ther^  appears  naturally 
to  bq  a  certain  ftrangenefs  between  thepaf^, 
fion  and  its  objeft,  which  familiarity  and  the 
power  pf  habit  muft  gradually  overcome* 
You  niuft  contrive  to  bring  them  into  clofc 
i:onta£i'i  they  muft  be  jointed  and  glued  to- 
gether by  the  particularities  of  little  inci- 
dents. Thus  in  the  produ6lion  of  heat  in 
the  phyfical  world,  the  flint  and  the  fteel 
produce  not  the  efFe6l  without  coUifion;  the 
rudeft  Barbarian  will  tell  us  the  neceffity  of 
attrition,  and  the  chemift  of  mixture.  Now, 
an  obje6^,  it  is  admitted,  is  brought  into  clofer 
fonta£i  with  its  correlponding  paflion,  by 
^ing  feen  and  converled  with.      This  we 

grant 
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CRAP,  grant  i$  one  way;  but  does  it  follow  that 
'!>•  there  is  no  othf^r  r^o^affert  this,  would  be 
ibmething  like  maintaining,  in  contradidioii 
to  univcrfal  experience,  that  obje6ls  of  vi£oa 
alene  are  capable  of  attrading  our  regard; 
But  nothing  can  be  more  unfounded  than 
fuch  a  fuppofition.  It  might  feem  too  near 
an  approach  to  the  ludicrous,,  to  fuggcft  as  an 
example  to  the  contrary,  the  metaphy(iciaa*a 
attachment  to  his  unfubflantial  fpeculatioos,^ 
or  the  zeal  dilplayed  in  the  purfuit,^ 

Extra  fiammantia  mosnia  miuadix 

of  abftraft  Iciences,  where  there  is  no  idea 
of  bringing  them  **  within  the  vifible  diurnaj 
**  fphere"  to  the  vulgaiity  of  pra6lical  appli* 
cation.  The  inftance  of  novel  reading  proves^ 
-that  we  may  be  extremely  affefted  by  what 
we  know  to  be  merely  ideal  incidents  and 
beings.  By  much  thinking  or  talking  of 
any  one;  by  ufing  our  minds  to  dwell  on 
his  excellences ;  by  placing  him  in  imagi* 
nary  fituations  which  intereft  and  afFeft  us ; 
we  find  ourfelves  becoming  infenfibly  [more 
and  more  attached  to  him :  whereas  it  is  the 
fureft  expedient  for  extingui(hing  an  attach* 
meat  which  already  exifts,  to  engage  in  fuch 
occupations  or  fociety,  as  may  caufe  our  ca- 

fual 
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iual  thoughts  and  more  fixed  meditations  to 
be  diverted  from  the  objeft  of  it.  Alk  a  mo- 
ther who  has  been  long  feparated  from  her 
child,  efpecially  if  he  has  been  in  cirCium* 
(lances  of  honour,  or  of  danger,  to  draw  her 
attention  to  him,  and  to  keep  it  in  wakeful-^ 
nefs  and  cxercife,  and  (he  will  tell  you,  that 
ib  for  from  becoming  lefs  dear,  he  appears  to 
liave  grown  mcJre  the  objeft  of  her  afFe6lions. 
She  fcems  to  herfelf  to  love  him  even  better 
than  the  child  who  has  been  living  under  her 
roof,  and  has  been  daily  in  her  view.  How 
does  fhe  rejoice  in  his  good  fortune,  and  weep 
over  his  diftreffes !  With  what  impatience 
does  fhe  anticipate  the  time  of  his  return ! 

We  find  therefore  that  fight  and  perfonal 
intercourfq  do  not  feem  neceflary  to  the  pro- 
duftion  or  increafe  of  attachment,  where  the 
means  of  clofe  contad  have  been  afforded ; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  if  an  objeft  have  been 
prevented  from  coming  into  clofe  conta&y 
fight  and  perfonal  intercourfe  are  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  give  it  the  power  of  exciting  the  af- 
fe6lions  in  proportion  to  its  real  magnitude. 
Suppofe  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  whom  we  have 
often  iecn,  and  may  have  occafionally  con- 
verfcd  with,  and  of  whom  we  have  been  told 
in  the  general,  that  he  poffefles  extraordinary 

merits. 
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merits;  ^  We  affent  to  the  aflertion.  But  iH 
we  have  no  knowledge  of  particulars,  nd 
elofe  acquaintance  with  him,  nothing  in  fhort 
which  brings  his  merits  home  to  us,-  ihey  in- 
tereft  us  lefs  than  a  far  inferior  degree  of  tho 
yery  fame  qualities  in  one  of  our  common  aA 
fbciates*  A  parent  has  feveral  children,  all 
conftantly  under  his  eye,  and  equally  dear  to 
himi  Yet  if  any  one  of  them  be  taken  ill^ 
it  is  brought  into  fo  much  clo/er  contaSl  than 
before^  that  it  fcems  to  abfbrb  and  engrofs 
the  parentis  whole  afFedion^  Thus  then^ 
though  it  will  not  be  denied  that  an  objedl 
by  beii>g  viiible  may  thereby  excite  its  cor- 
refj^onding  afFedion  with  mofe  facility ;  yet 
this  is  manifeftly  far  from  being  the  prim6 
conlideration*  And  {o  far  are  we  from  be- 
ing the  llaycs  of  the  fenfe  of  vifion^  that  a 
familiar  acquaintance  with  the  intriniic  ex* 
cellences  of  an  objed:,  aided,  it  muft  be  ad-» 
mitted,  by  the  power  of  habit^  will  render* 
us  almoft  infenhble  to  the  impreffions  wHich 
its  outward  form  conveys,  and  able,  entirely 
to  lofe  the  confcioufnefs  of  an  uniightly  ex* 
terior* 

We  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  the 
foregoing  obfervations   furnifh  an  explana* 

I  tion^ 
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(a)  Dr.  Adam  Smith.  Vide  Theory  of  Moral  Sentw 
fliients^  V 
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tiorij  lefs  difcreditable  than  that  which  has 
been  fbmetimes  given,  of  an  undoubted  phae- 
nomenon  in  the  human  mind,  that  the  gre^it- 
eft  public  misfortunes,  however  the  under- 
ilanding  may  lefture,  qire  apt  really  to  afFeft 
our  feelings  left  than  the  moft  trivial  difaftef 
which  happens  to  ourlelves.  An  eminent 
M^riter  fa  J  fcarcely  overrated  the  point  when 
he  obierved,  "  that  it  would  occalion  a  man 
of  humanity  more  real  difturbance  to  know 
that  he  was  the  next  morning  to  lofe  his 
little  finger,  than  to  hear  that  the  great 
empire  of  China  had  been  fuddeuly  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  an  earthquake.  The  thoughts 
of  the  former, '^  would  keep  him  awake  all 
night;  in  the  latter  cafe, after  making  many 
melancholy  reflexions  on  the  precariouf- 
*?  nefs  of  human  life,  and  the  vanity  of  ajl 
^*  the  labours  of  man  which  could  be  thus 
**  annihilated  in  a  moment;  after  a  little 
ipeculation  too  perhaps  on  the  caufes  of 
the  difafter,  and  its  effeds  in  the  political 
and  commercial  world ;  he  would  purfue 
^  his  bufinefs  or  his  pleafure  with  the  fame 
**  cafe  ^nd  tranquillity  as  if  no  fuch  accident 
had  happened;  and  fnore  at  night  with 
the  moft  profound  ferenity  over  the  ruin 
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^  of  a  hundred  million  of  his  fellow-flrrtl* 
^^  tures.     Sclfiflinefe  is  not  the  caufe  of  thisi 
^  for  the  moft  unfeeling  brute  on  earth  would 
**  fiirely  think  nothing  of  the  lofs  of  a  fitigef) 
**  if  he  could  thereby  prevent  fo  dreadful  a 
**  calamity*'*     This  doftrine  of  cental  which 
has  been  opened  above,  affords  a  latisfe6h>r^ 
folution ;  and  from  all  that  has  been  faid  thii 
circumftances,  by  which  the  affeftions  of  the 
mind  towards  any  particular  objeft  afe  gene- 
rated and  ftrengthencd,  may  be  eafily  col- 
ledled.      The  chief  of  thefe  appear  to  bei 
whatever  tends  to  give  a  diftindl  and  lively 
impreffion  of  the  objeft,  by  fetting  before  uJ 
its  minute  parts,  and  by  often  drawing* to- 
wards it  the  thoughts  and  afFeftions,  (b  as  t6 
inveft  it  by  degrees  with  a  confirmed  afcen- 
dency :  whatever  tends  to  excite  and  to  keep 
in  exercife  a  lively  intereft  in  its  behalf:  in 
other  words;    full  knowledge,  diftinft  and 
frequent  mental  entertainment,  and  pathetic 
contemplations.     Suppofing  thefe  means  to 
have  been  ufed  in  any  given  degree,  it  may 
be  cxpeded,  that  they  will  be  more  or  lefs 
efficacious,  in  proportion  as  the  intrinfic  qua- 
lities of  the  objeft  afford  greater  or  lefs  Icope 
for  their  operation,  and  more  or  fewer  ma- 
terials with  which  to  work.      Can  it  then 
be  conceived,  that  they  will  be  of  no  avail 

whea 
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when  fteadily  praftifed  in  the  cafe  of  our 
Redeemer !  If  the  principles  of  love  and  gra- 
titude, and  joy,  and  hope,  and  truft,  are  not 
utterly  extin6l  within  us,  they  canhot  but  be 
called  forth  by  the  various  correlponding  ob- 
jefts  which  that  blefled  contemplation  would 
gradually  bring  forth  to  our  view.  Well 
might  the  language  of  the  apoftle  be  ad* 
drefled  to  Chriftians,  "  Whom  hiving  not 
feen  ye  love ;  in  whom,  though  now  ye  fee 
him  noty  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy 
*'  unlpeakable,  and  full  of  glory  *.'* 

But  in  the  prefent  inftance  frefh  confidera-   Special 
tions  pour  in  ftill  more  to  invalidate  the  plea  of  for  the  re- 
its  being  impoflible  to  love  an  invifible  being,   flagons  tol 
Our  blefled  Saviour,  if  we  may  be  permitted  ^^bur!^ 
fo  to  fay,  is  not  removed  far  froilfi  =115 ;  and 
the  various  relations  in  which  we  ftand  to- 
wards him,  feem  purpofely  made  known  to 
us,  in  order  to  furnifli  lb  many  different  bonds 
of  connexion  with  him,  and  confeauent  oc- 
cafions  of  continiral  intercourfe.     He  exhi- 
bits not  himfelf  to  us  *'  dark  with  exceflive 
"  brightnefs,"  but  is  let  dovyn  as  it  were  to 
the  poflibilities  of  human  converfe.    We  may 
not  think^  that  he  is  incapable  of  entering 

*  I  Pet.  I,  8. 

1  into 
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into  our  little  concerns,  and  iympathizix^ 
with  them ;  for  we  are  gracioufly  afliired  that 
he  is  not  one  *^  who  cannot  be  touched  with 
*'  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  having  been 
^'  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  arc  */* 
The  figures  under  which  he  is  reprefented, 
are  luch  as  convey  ideas  of  the  utmoft  ten- 
dernefs.  "  He  (hall  feed  his  flock  like  a  (hep- 
**  herd ;  he  Ihall  gather  the  lambs  in  his  ami, 
*^  and  carry  them  in  his  boibm,  and  ihali 
*'  gently  lead  thofe  that  are  with  young  •[•.** 
— "  They  (hall  not  hunger  nor  thirft,  ueitl^ 
*'  (hall  the  heat  nor  fun  fmite  them ;  for  he 
"  that  hath  mercy  on  them,  (hall  lead  them, 
"  even  by  the  fprings  of  water  (hall  he  guide 
^*  them:]:."  ^'  I  will  not  leave  you  orphansfa/* 
was  one  of  his  laft  con(blatory  declarations  §• 
The  children  of  Chrift  are  here  feparated 
indeed  from  the  perfbnal  view  of  him ;  but 
not  from  his  paternal  afFeftion  and  paternal 
care*  Meanwhile  let  them  quicken  their 
regards  by  the  aniniating  anticipation  of  that 
bleffed  day,  when  he  *^  who  is  gone  to  pre- 
"  pare  a  place  for  them,  will  come  again  tQ 
**  receive  them  unto  hin:ilelf/*     Then  (hall 

*  Heb.  iv.  15.  X  Jfaiab,  xlix.  10. 

f  liaiah,  xl.  ii.  §  John,  xiv.  i8. 

[a)  l^he  word  ComrordcTs  is  rendered  in  the   margia 
•  Orphans. 

they 
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they  be  admitted  to  his  more  immediate  pre- 
lence  :  "  Now  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly ; 
**  but  then  face  to  face:  now  I  know  in  part; 
*'  but  then  ihall  I  know,  even  as  I  am 
"  known  */* 

* 
Surely  more  than  enough  has  been  now 

faid  to  prove  that  this  particular  cafe,  from 
its  very  nature,  furnifhes  the  moft  abundant 
and  powerful  confiderations  and  means  for 
exciting  the  feelings ;  and  it  might  be  con- 
tended, without  fear  of  refutation,  that  by 
the  diligent  and  habitual  ufe  of  thofe  confi* 
jdcrations  and  means,  we  might  with  confi- 
dent eXpeftation  of  fuccefs,  engage  in  the 
work  of  raifing  our  afFe6lions  towards  our 
blefled  Saviour  to  a  ftate  of  due  force  and 
aftivity.  But,  blefled  be  God,  we  have  a 
ftill  better  reliance ;  for  the  grand  circum- 
ftance  of  all  yet  remains  behind,  which  the 
writer  has  been  led  to  defer,  from  his  wifh 
to  contend  with  his  opponents  on  their  own 
ground.  This  circumftance  is,  that  here,  no 
lefs  than  in  other  particulars,  th^  Chriftian's 
hope  is  founded,  not  on  the  {peculations  or 
the  ftrength  of  man,  but  on  the  declaration 

♦  1  Cor.  xiii.  i2« 
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chaK    of  Him  who  cannot  He,  on  the  power  of 
i^'-      Omnipotence* 

We  learn  from  the  Scriptures  that  it  is 

one  main  part  of  the  operations  of  the  Irloly 

Spirit^  to  implant  thofe  heavenly  priaciples 

in  the  human  mind,  and  to  cheriih  their 

grow  th«     We  arc  encouraged  to  believe  that 

in  anfwer  to  our  prayers,  this  aid  from  above 

will  give  efficacy  to  our  earneft  endeavours, 

if  ufed  in  humble  dependence  on  divine  grace. 

We  may  therefore  with  confidence  take  the 

Unreafcn-    mcaus  which  have  been  (iiggefted.     But  let 

dua^^  us,  in  our  turn,  be  permitted  to  a(k  our  oppo^ 

^zb^^   nents,  have  t/iey  humbly  aiid  perfeveringly 

^  J^n-      applied  for  this  divine  ftrength?  or  difclaim- 

ing  that  affifbmce,  perhaps  as  tempting  them 

to  indolence,  have  they  been  fb  much  the 

more  ftrenuous  and  unwearied  in  the  ufe  of 

their    own  unaided  endeavours?    or    rather 

have   they   not   been  equally   negligent  of 

both?  Renouncing  the  one,  they  have  wholly 

omitted  the  other.     But  this  is  far  from  be- 

• 

ing  all.  They  even  reveiie  all  the  methods 
which  we  have  recommended  as  being  cal- 
culated to  increafe  regard ;  and  exaflly  fol- 
io v/  that  courfe  which  would  be  purfued  by 
any  one  \\'ho  (hould  will^  to  reduce  an  ex* 

ccflivc 
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Ceflive  ^eflion.  Yet  thus  leaving  untried 
all  the  means,  which,  whether  from  Reafon 
or  Scripture,  we  maintain  to  he  neceffary  to 
the  produftion  of  the  end,  nay  uling  fuch  as 
are  of  a 'direftly  oppofite  nature,  thcfe  men 
prefome  to  talk  to  us  of  impoflibilities  !  We 
may  rather  contend  that  they  furnifh  a  frefh 
proof  of  the  Ibundnefs  of  our  reafonings. 
We  lay  it  down  as  a  fundamental  ix)fition, 
that  fj>eculative  knowledge  alone,  mere  iu- 
perficial  curfbry  confiderations,  will  be  of  no 
avail.  Nothi/ig  is  to  be  done  without  the 
diligent  continued  viie  of  the  appointed  me- 
thod. They  themfclves  afford  an  inilanco 
of  the  truth  of  o\ir  affertions ;  and  while 
they  iupply  no  argument  againft  the  efficacy 
of  the  mode  prefcribed,  they  acknowledge 
at  lead  that  they  are  wholly  ignorant  of  any 
other, 

BiTT  let  us  now  turn  our  eves  to  Chrifr   Appeal  to 
tians  of  a  higher  order,  to  thole  who  have  proof  of 
a6hially  proved  the  truth  of  our  reafonings;  pofitions. 
who  have  not  only  aflumed  the  name,  but 
who  have  poffefled   the  fubftance,  and  felt 
the  power  of  Chriftianity ;  who  though  often 
foiled  by  their  remaining  corruptions,  and 
ihamed  and  caft  down  under  a  fcnfe  of  their 
Aaany  irnperfeftions,  have   known  in    their 

I  3  better 
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better  feafons,  what  it  was  to  experience  ita 
firm  hope,  its  dignified  joy,  its  unfliaken  truft, 
its  more  than  human  confolations.  In  their 
hearts,  love  alfo  towards  their  Redeemer  has 
glowed  ;  a  love  wot  fuperficial  and  unmeant 
ing  but  conftant  and  rational,  refulting  from 
a  ftrong  impreflion  of  the  worth  of  its 
objefl,  and  heightened  by  an  abiding  fenfe 
of  great,  unmerited,  and  continually  accut 
mufating  obligations ;  ever  manifefting  itfelf 
in  a6ls  of  diligent  obedience,  or  of  patient 
HifFering.  Such  was  the  religion  of  the  holy 
martyrs  of  the  fixteenth  century,  the  il- 
luftrious  ornaments  of  the  Englifh  church, 
They  realized  the  theory  which  we  have 
now  been  faintly  -tracing.  Look  to  theip 
writings,  and  you  will  find  that  their  thoughts 
and  affedions  had  been  much  exercifed  ia 
habitual  views  of  the  bleffed  Jefus.  Thu3 
they  ufed  the  required  >7/^^;/j-.  What  were 
the  effeBs  ?  Perfecution  and  diftrefs,  degra- 
dation and  contempt  in  vain  affailed  them — 
all  thefe  evils  ferved  but  to  bring  their  affec- 
tions into  clofer  contact'  with  their  objeft  \ 
and  not  only  did  their  love  feel  no  diminu- 
tion or  abatement,  but  it  rofe  to  all  the  exi-r 
genccs  of  the  occafion,  and  burned  with  an 
incrcafe  of  ardor ;  and  when  brousfht  forth 
at  laft  to  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death,  they 

repine^ 


>vr* 
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repined  not  at  their  fate ;  but  rather  rejoiced  sect. 
that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  fliffer  for  "'* 
the  name  of  Chrift.  The  writer  mio;ht  re- 
fer  to  ftill  more  recent  times  to  prove  the 
reality  of  this  divine  principle.  But  left  his 
authorities  fhould  be  disputed,  let  us  go  to  the 
Apoftles  of  our  Lord ;  and  wliile,  on  a  cur- 
&ry  perufal  of  their  writings,  we  muft  ac- 
knowledge that  they  commend  and  even  pre- 
icribe  to  us  the  love  of  Chrift,  as  one  of  the 
chief  of  the  Chriftian  graces ;  lb  on  a  more 
attentive  inipeftion  of  thole  writings,  we 
ihall  difcovcr  abundant  proofs  that  they  were 
themielves  bright  examples  of  their  own  pre* 
cept;  that  our  blefled  Saviour  was  really  the 
objeA  of  their  warmeft  affeftion,  and  what 
he  had  done  and  lliffered  for  them  the  con- 
tinual iiibjeft  of  their  grateful  remembrance* 


fnadejuate    Conceptions   concernmg   ilie   Holy 

Spirit's  Operations. 

THE  diipofition  {o  prevalent  in  the  bulk 
of  nominal  Chriftians,  to  form  a  religious 
iyftem  \bx  themfelves,  inftead  of  taking  it 
from  ^he  word  of  God,  is  ftrikingly  oblerv- 
able  in  their  Icarcely  admitting,  except  in  the 
Pioft  vague  and  gener^d  fenfe,  the  do6lrine  of 

14  the 
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c  H  A  ?•    the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.     If  we  look 
"'•      into  the  Scriptures  for  information  on  this 
particular,  we  learn  a  very  different  lefTon. 
We  are  in  them  diftindly  taught,  that  "  of 
^*  ourfclves  we  can  do  nothing  ;*'  that  "  we 
^*  are  by  nature  children  of  wrath,**  and  un- 
der  the  power  of  the  evil  fpirit,  our  under- 
ftandings  being  naturally  dark,  and  our  hearts 
averfe  from  fpiritual  things ;  and  we  are  di- 
refted  to  pray  for  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  enlighten  our  underftandings,  to  dit 
{ipate  our  prejudices,  to  purify  our  corrupt 
minds,  and  to  renew  us  after  the  image  of' 
our  heavenly  Father.     It  is   this   influence 
which  is  reprefented  as  originally ^ awakening 
us  from  flumber,  as  enlightening  us  in  dark<^ 
ncfs,  as  ''  quickening  us  when  dead  *,**  as 
^''  delivering  us  from  the  power  of  the  devil," 
V  as   drawing  us  to  God,  as   "  tranflating  us 
"  into  the  king.jom  of  his  dear  Son  -f,"  as 
'^  creating  us   anew   in    Chrift  Jeflis  §,"  as 
"  dwelling  in  us,  and  walking  in  us||;"  fb 
that    "  })utting   off  the   old   man   with   his 
^'  deeds,'*    we   are   to    confider  ourfelvts  as 
*'  hav  ing  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  rcr 
^'  liewed  in  knowledge   after   the   image   of 

«  Eph.  ii.  I.  5.  §  Ephef.  ii.   10. 

t  Col.  i.  13.  jl   2  Cor.  vi.  16.    " 

«  Ilim 


**  Him  that  created  him  * ;"  an4  as  thof^ 
who  arc  to  be  "  an  habitation  of  God  through  - 
*«  the  Spirit  f .''  It  is  by.  this  Divine  affift^ 
ance  only  that  we  can  grow^  ii)  Grace,  and 
improve  in  all  Holinefs,  So  exprefsly,  par- 
ticularly, and  repeatedly  does  the  word  of 
Ood  inculcate  thefe  leflbns,  that  one  would 
think  there  were  fcarcely  room  for  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  thofe  who  admit 
its  authority.  Sometimes  (a)  the  whole  of 
a  Chriftian's  repentance  and  faith,  and  con- 
iequent  holinefs,  are  afcribed  generally  to  the 
Pivine  influence ;  fbmetimes  thefe  are  fpoken 
of  feparately,  and  afcribed  to  the  fame  Al- 
mighty power.  Sometimes  different  parti, 
cular  graces  of  the  Chriflian  chara6ler,  thofc 
vhich  refpeft  our  duties  and  tempers  towards 
our  fellow-creatures,  no  lefs  than  thofe  which 
have  reference  to  the  Supreme  Being,  are 
partieulaily  traced  to  this  fource.  Some- 
times they  are  all  referred  coUedively  to  this 
common  root,  being  comprehended  under 
the  compendious  denomination  of  *'  the 
**  Fruits  of  the  Spirit.**  In  exa<S  correfpon- 
.  dence  with   thefe   reprefentations,    this  aid 

t 

•  Col.  iii.  9,  10.  t  Ephef.  ii.  22. 

{a)  Vide  Dr.  Doddridge's  eight  Sermons  onRegene- 
fation,  a  moft  valuable  compilation  \  and  M'Laurim's 
^ilay  on  Divine  Grace. 

from 
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from  above  is  promifed  in  other  parts  of 
Scripture  for  the  produftion  of  thoie  effedls  ; 
and  the  withholding  or  withdrawing  of  it  is 
occafionally  threatened  as  a  puniihment  for 
the  fins  of  men,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  fatal 
y  confequences  of  the  Divine  difpleafiirc. 

The  Liturgy  df,  the  Church  of  En^and 
ftriftly  agrees  with  the  reprefentation,  which 
has  been  here  given  of  the  inftru^Uons  of  the 
wor4  of  God, 

S  E  c  T.  iv^ 

^ffjiaken  Conceptions  emteriained  by  nomifud 
Chrijiians  of  the  terms  of  acceptance  with 
God. 

IF  it  be  true  then,  that,  in  contradiilion  tQ 
the  plaineft  dilates  of  Scripture,  and  to  the 
ritual  of  our  eftablilhed  Church,  the  fan£li-r 
fying  operations,  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  firft 
fruits  of  our  reconciliation  to  God,  the  pur-r 
chafe  of  our  Redeemer's  death,  and  his  beft 
gift  to  his  true  difciples,  are  too  generally  un* 
dervahied  and  flighted ;  if  it  be  alio  true,  that 
our  thoughts  of  the  bleffed  Saviour  are  conr 
fufed  and  faint,  our  afFeftions  towards  him 
languid  and  lukewarm,  little  proportioned  to 

*  what 
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what  they,  who  at  fuch  a  price  have  been  ret  S£cx» 
cued  from  ruin,  and  endowed  with  a  title  to  '^* 
eternal  glory,  might  be  juftly  expefted  to 
feel  towards  the  Author  of  that ,  deliverance ; 
little  proportioned  to  what  has  been  felt  by 
others,  ranfomed  from  the  fame  ruin,  and 
partakers  of  the  fame  inheritance :  if  this, 
let  it  be  repeated,  be  indeed  fo,  let  us  not 
Ihut  our  eyes  againft  the  perception  of  our 
real  ftate ;  but  rather  endeavour  to  trace  the 
evil  to  its  fburce.  We  are  loudly  called  on 
to  examine  well  our  foundations.  If  any  thing 
be  there  unlbund  and  hollow,  the  fuperftruc- 
ture  could  not  be  fafe,  though  its  exterior 
were  lefs  fufpicious.  Let  the  queftion  then 
]be  aflced,  and  let  the  anfwer  be  returned  with 
all  the  confideration  and  Iblemnity  which  a 
queftion  fb  important  may  juftly  demand, 
whether,  in  the  grand  concern  of  all,  the 
tn^ans  of  ajinner^s  acceptance  with  God^  there 
be  not  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  nominal 
Chriftians  whom  we  have  been  addrefling, 
too  generally  entertain  very  fliperficial,  and 
confufed,  if  not  highly  dangerous  notions  ? 
Is  there  not  caufe  to  fear,  that  with  little 
piore  than  an  indiftinft  and  nominal  refe- 
rence to  Him  who  "  bore  our  fins  in  his 
♦'  own  body  on  the  tree,"  they  really  reft 
their  eternal  hopes  on  a  vague,  general  per- 

liiafion 
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fuafion  of  the  imqualified  mercy  of  the  Sn-* 
preme  Being ;  or  that,  ftill  more  crroneoufly^ 
they  rely  in  the  main, on  their  own  negative  or 
pofitive  merits  ?  **  They  can  look  upon  their 
**  lives  with  an  impartial  eye,  and  ccMigratu- 
**  late  themfelves  on  their  inoffenfivenefe  in 
**  fbciety ;  on  their  having  been  exempt,  at 
^  leaft,  from  any  grols  vice,  or  if  ibmetioses 
accidentally  betrayed  into  it,  on  its  never, 
having  been  indulged  habitually  ;  or  if  not 
even  fb"  (for  there  are  but  few  who  can 
fay  this,  if  the  term  vice  be  explained  accord- 
ing to  the  ftridl  requifitions  of  the  GofpcY) 
**  yet  on  the  balance  being  in  their  favour, 
^^  or  6n  the  whole  not  much  againft  them, 
*'  when  their  good  and  bad  anions  are  fairly 
*'  wciglied,  and  due  allowance  is  made  for 
*^  human  frailtv/'  Theie  confiderations  are 
fiifficient  for  the  moft  part  to  compofe  their 
apprcheniions ;  theie  are  the  cordials  which 
they  find  moft  at  hand  in  the  moments  of 
ferious  thought,  or  of  occasional  dejeftion ; 
and  Ibmetimes  perhaj>s  in  feaions  of  Icfs  than 
orainarv  fclf-complacency,  they  call  in  alfo 
to  thdr  aid  the  general  perfuafion  of  the  un- 
bounded  mercy  and  pity  of  Cod.  Yet  per- 
fbjis  of  this  defcription  by  no  means  difclaim 
Tl  Saviour,  or  avowedly  relinquKh  their  title 
to  a  (hare  in  the  benefits  of  his  death.     They 

clofe 
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clofe  their  petitions  with  the  name  of  Chrift ; 
but  if  not  chiefly  from  the  cSeGt  of  habit,  or 
out  of  decent  conformity  to  the  eflahlifhed 
^th,  yet  furely  with  Ibmething  of  the  fame 
ambiguity  of  principle  which  influenced  the 
expiring  philofopher,  when  he  ordered  the 
cuftomary  mark  of  homage  to  be  paid  to  the 
God  of  medicine. 

pTfi£:RS  go  fartlier  than  this;  for  there 
are  many  fhades  of  difference  ^between  tho(e 
who  flatly  renounce,  and  thofe  who  Cordial- 
ly embrace  the  doftrine  of  Redemption  bj 
Chrift.     This  clafs  has  a  Ibrt  of  general,  in- 
deterxninate,  and  ill  underftood  dependence 
on  our  blelled  Saviour.     But  their  hopes,  (b 
Jfar  as  they  can  be  diftinftly  made  out  appear 
ultimately  to  reft  on  the  j^erfuafiou  that  they 
are  now,  through  Chrift,  become  members  of 
a  new  difjpenfation,  wherein  they  will  be  tried 
by  a  more  lenient  rule  than  that  to  which  they 
xnuft  have  been  pthervviie  fubjeft.     "  God 
^'  will  not  now  be  extreme  to  mark  what  is 
*'  done  ami(s ;    but  will  dilpenfe   with  the 
^'  rigorous  exa<Siions  of  his  law,  too  ftri^l  in- 
*^  deed  for  fuch  frail  creatures  as  we  are  to 
"  hope  that  we  can  fulfil  it.    Chriftianity  has 
"  moderated  the  requifitions  of  Divine  Juf- 
"  tice;   and  all  that  is  now  required  of  us,  i§. 

"  thankfully 


^^  thankfully  to  truft  to  the  merits  of  Chrift  fat 
**  the  pardon  of  our  finS|  and  the  acceptance 
*'  of  our  fincere  though  imperfeft  bbedience* 
**  The  frailties  and  infirmities  to  which  our 
*'  nature  is  liable,  or  to  which  our  fituatioa 
^*  in  life   expofes   us,   will  not  be  feverely 
^^  judged  :  and  as  it  is  pra6lice  that  really  de- 
**  termines  the  charadler,  we  may  reft  fatif^ 
**  fi'ed,  that  if  on  the  whole  our  lives  be  to- 
lerably good,  we  fhall  efcape  with  little  or 
no  puni(hmerit,  and  through  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord,  (hall  be  finally  partakers  of  hea- 
venly felicity." 


<4 


We  dannot  dive  into  the  human  hearts 
and  therefore  (hould  always  {peak  with  cau-- 
tion  and  diffidence,  when  from  external  ap- 
pearances or  declarations  we  are  affirming 
the  exiftence  of  any  internal  principles  and 
feelings  ;  efpecially  as  we  are  liable  to  be 
miflcd  by  the  ambiguities  of  language,  or  by 
the  inaccuracy  with  which  others  may  ex- 
prefs  themfelves*  But  it  is  fometimes  not 
difficult  to  any  one  who  is  accuftomcd,  if 
the  phrafc  may  be  allowed,  to  the  anatomy^ 
of  the  human  mind,  to  difcern,  that  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  the  perfons  Avho  ufe  the  above 
language,  rely  not  Co  much  on  the  merits  of 
Chrift^  and  on  the  agency  of  Divine  Grace, 

as 
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fas  on  their  own  power  of  fulfilling  the  mo- 
derated requifitions  of  Divine  Juftice,  He 
Will  hence  therefore  difcover  in  them  a  dif- 
pofition  rather  to  extenuate  the  malignity  of 
their  difeafe,  than  to  magnify  the  excellence 
of  the  proffered  remedy.  He  will  find  them 
apt  to  palliate  in  themfelves  what  they  can- 
not fully  juftify,  to  enhante  the  merit  of  what 
they  believe  to  be  tlieir  good  qualities  and 
commendable  anions,  to  fet  as  it  were  in  an 
account  the  good  againft  the  bad  ;  and  if  the 
relult  be  not  very  unfavourable,  they  con-, 
ceive  that  they  fhall  be  entitled  to  claim  the 
benefits  of  our  Saviour's  fiifferings  as  a  thing 
of  courfc.  They  have  little  idea,  fb  little, 
that  it  might  almoft  be  affirmed  that  they 
have  no  idea  at  all,  of  the  importance  or 
dijSiculty  of  the  duty  of  what  the  Scripture 
calls  **  fubmittins:  ourfelves  to  the  righteouf- 
^  nefs  of  God;"  or  of  our  pronenefs  rather  to 
juftify  ourfelves  in  his  fight,  than  in  the  lan- 
guage of  imploring  penitents  to  acknowledge 
ourfelves  guilty  and  helplefs  finners.  They 
have  never  liirnmoned  themfelves  to  this  en- 
tire and  unqualified  renunciation  of  their  own 
merits,  and  their  Qwn  ilrength ;  and  there- 
fore they  remain  ftrangers  to  the  natural  lof- 
tinefs  of  the  human  heart,  which  fuch  a  call 
would  have  awakened  into  aftion,  and  foufed 

ttf 
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CHAP»    to  refiftance.    All  these  their  several 

"^*  ERRORS  NATURALLY  RESULT  FROM  THE 
f^  MISTAKEN  CONCEPTION  ENTERTAINED  OF 
taT^lfc^'    THE  FUNDAMENTAL  PRINCIPLES  OF  CHRIS- 

Srfcheme  TiANiTY.     They  confidcr  not  tHat  Chrif- 

wdcfftn-    tianity  is  a  Ibheme  for  "  juftifying  tAe  un- 

pkoTthe'  god/y  *,'*  by  Chrift's  dying  for  them  "  when 

yet  Jinners'\  faj:'^  2i  fcheme  for  reconciling 

US  to  God — when  enemies  \*  and  for  making 

the  fruits  of  holinefs  the  effe£ls\^  not  thecaufey 

of  our  being  juftified  and  reconciled :  that,  in 

fhort,  it  opens  freely  the  door  of  mercy,  to 

the   greateft  and  beft  of  penitent  finners; 

who  obeying  the  bleffed  impulfe  of  the  grace 

*  Rom.  iv.  5.  f  Ibid,  v.  6—8.. 

(12)  The  Writer  trufts  he  cannot  be  mirunderftood  to 
mean  that  any,  continuing  finners  and  ungodly,  can,  by  b6- 
lieving,  be  accepted,  or  finally  faved.  The  following  chapter, 
particularly  the  latter  part  of  it,  (Se£tion  vi.)  would  abun-> 
<iantly  vindicate  him  from  any  fuch  mifconftrudtion.  Mean-* 
while,  he  will  only  remark,  that  true  faith  (in  which  re- 
pentance is  confideredas  involved)  is  in  Scripture  regarded 
its  the  radical  principle  of  holinefs.     If  the  root  exift,.die 
proper  fruits  will  be  brought  forth.     An  attention  to  dus 
coiifideration  would  have  eafily  explained  and  reconciled 
thofe  paflages  of  St.  Paul's  and  St.  James's  Epiftles,  which 
have  furnifhcJ  fo  much  matter  of  argument  and  criticifm. 
St.  James,  it  may  be  obferved,  all  along  fpeaks  not  of  a 
Aian,  who  has  faith,  but  vihofays  that  he  has  faith.     Vide 
James  ii.  14.  &c.  &c. 
^  Vide  Ch.  iv.  Sc'a.  vi. 

of 


tof '  God^  whereby  they  had  been  lawakened 
Sxxti  the  fleep  of  deafth,  and  moved  to  feek 
for  pardon,  may  enter  in,  and  through  the 
regenerating  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be 
toiabled  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  Righteouf- 
iiefs^  But  they  rather  conceive  of  Chrifti* 
«iuty  us  opening  the  door  of  mercy,  that 
^o(e  who  on  the  ground  of  their  own  me- 
rits xrould  not  have  hoped  to  juftify  themfelves 
befc^-e  God,  may  yet  be  admitted  for  Chrift's 
£ike,  on  condition  of  their  having  previoufly 
^tisfied  the  moderated  requifitions  of  Divine 
Juftice.  In  (peaking  to  others  alio  of  the 
Gofpel  fcheme,  they  are  apt  to  talk  too  much 
of  terms  and  performances  on  our  part,  on 
which  we  become  entitled  to  an  intereft  in 
the  fufferings  of  Chrift;  inftead  of  dating 
the  benefits  of  Chrift*s  fatisfatlion  as  ex- 
tended to  us  freely,  "  without  money  and 
•*  without  price," 

The  praflical  confequences  of  thefe  errors  Someprac 
Hre  fuch  as  might  be  expected.     They  tend  fcquencw 
to  prevent  that  fenffe  which  we  ought  to  en-  aamlntar* 
tertain  of  our  own  natural  mifery  and  help-  plJi^i^^' 
leffnefs;  and  that  deep  feeling  of  gratitude  *'"'• 
for  the  merits  and  iutcrceffion  of  Chrift,  to 
which  we  are  wholly  indebted  for  our  recon- 
ciliation to  God,  and  fot  the  will  and  the 

K  power^ 
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power^  from  firfl:  to  laft,  to  work  out  our 
own  falvation.  They  confider  it  too  muck 
in  the  light  of  a  contrail  between  two  par- 
ties, wherein  each,  independently  of  the  other, 
has  his  own  difiindl  condition  to  perform; 
man — to  do  his  duty ;  God — to  juftify  and 
accept  for  Chrift's  fake :  If  they  fail  not  in 
the  difcharge  of  their  condition,  ailiiredly  the 
condition  on  God's  part  will  be  foithfuUy 
fulfilled.  Accordingly,  we  find  in  faft,  that 
they  who  reprefent  the  Golpel  fcheme  in  the 
manner  above  defcribed,  give  evidence  of  the 
fubjeft  with  which  their  hearts  are  moft  filled^ 
by  their  pronenefs  to  run  into  merely  moral 
difquifitions,  either  not  mentioning  at  all,  or 
at  leaft  but  curforily  touching  on  the  Offer- 
ings and  love  of  their  Redeemer;  and  arc 
little  apt  to  kindle  at  their  Saviour's  name^ 
and  like  the  apoftles  to  be  betrayed  by  their 
fervor  into  what  may  be  ahnoft  an  untimely 
defcant  qy\  the  riches  of  his  unutterable  mer- 
cy. In  addrefling  others  alfb  whom  they 
conceive  to  be  living  in  habits  of -fin,  and 
under  the  wrath  of  God,  they  rather  advife 
them  to  amend  their  ways  as  a  preparation 
for  their  coming  to  Chrift,  than  exhort  theni 
to  throw  themfelves  with  deep  proftration 
of  foul  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs,  there  to  ob- 
tain 
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lain  pai'dod  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of    sect. 
need.  it. 

The  great  importance  of  the  fubje6l  in 
queftion  will  juftify  the  writer  in  having 
been  thus  particular.  It  has  arifen  from  a 
wifli  that  on  a  matter  of  fuch  magnitude,  it 
fliould  be  impoffible  to  miftake  his  meaning. 
But  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  let  it  alfo  be 
remembered,  that  except  fb  far  as  the  ui- 
ftru6lion  of  others  is  concerned,  the  point  of 
importance  is,  the  internal  diipofition  of  the 
mind ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  depend- 
ance  for  pardon  and  holinefs  may  be  placed 
where  it  ought  to  be,  notwithftanding  the 
vague  manner  in  which  men  exprefs  them- 
fclves.  Let  us  alio  hope  that  he  who  fearches 
the  heart,  fees  the  right  dilpofitions  in  many 
who  ufe  the  miftaken  and  dangerous  lan- 
guage to  which  we  have  obje6ted. 

If  the  preceding  ftatement  of  the  error 
fb  generally  prevalent  concerning  the  nature 
of'  the  Golpel  offer  be  4n  any  confiderable 
degree  juft ;  it  will  then  explain  that  languor 
in  the  afFeftions  towards  our  blefled  Saviour, 
together  with  that  inadequate  impreflion  df 
the  neceffity  and  value  of  the  affiftance  of 
^  the  divine  Spirit,  which  {o  generally  prevail • 

K  2  According 
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CHAP.    According  to  the  foundeft  principles  of  rea- 
^^^      ib^ing,  it  may  be  alio  adduced  as  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  the  correftnefs  of  our  prefent 
ftatement,  that  it  fo  exadtly  falls  in  with 
thofe  phaenomena,  and  fo  naturally  accounts 
for  them.     For  even  admitting  that  the  per- 
fbns  above  mentioned,  particularly  the  laft 
clafs,  do  at  the  bottom  rely  on  the  atone- 
ment of  Chrift ;  yet  on  their  fcheme^  it  muft 
neceflarily  happen,  that  the  objed  to  which 
they  are  moft  accuftomed  to  look,  with  which 
their  thoughts  are  chiefly  converfant,  from 
which  they  moft  habitually  derive  compla- 
cency, is  rather  their  own  qualified  merit  and 
ferv  ices,  though  confeffed  to  be  inadequate, 
than  the  fufferings  and   atoning  death  of  a 
crucified  Saviour.      The  affedions  towards 
our  blefled  Lord  therefore  (according  to  the 
theory  of  the  paflions  formerly  laid  down) 
cannot  be  expected  to  flourifh,  becaufe  they 
receive  not  that  which  was  fhewn  to  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  their  nutriment  and  growth.     If 
we  would  love  him  as  aflfeftionately,  and  re- 
joice in    him  as    triumphantly  as  the    firft 
Chriftians  did  ;    we  muft  learn  like  them  to 
repofe  our  entire  truft  in  him,  and  to  adopt 
the  language  of  the   apoftle,  "  God  forbid 
^'  that  I  Ihould  glor}',  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our 

"  Lord 
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«  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  *"— "  Who  of  God  is    sect. 
•*  made  unto  us  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs,  y^J^L^ 
"  and  fandification,  and  redemption  -f/* 

Doubtless  there  have  been  too  many  c«ndem. 
ivho,  to  their  eternal  ruin,  have  abufed  the  thoie  who 
doftrine  of  Salvation  by  Grace ;  and  have.  doarinc^>f 
vainly  trufted  in  Chrift  for  pardon  and  ac-  ^"*  ^"^* 
ceptance,  when  by  their  vicious  lives  they 
have  plainly r  proved  the  groundleflhels  of 
their  pretenfions.  The  tree  is  to  be  known 
by  its  fruits ;  and  there  is  too  much  reafon 
to  fear  that  there  is  no  principles  of  faith, 
when  it  does  not  decidedly  evince  itfelf  by 
the  fruits  of  holinefs.  Dreadful  indeed  will 
be  the  doom,  above  that  of  all  others,  of  thofe 
loofe  profeflors  of  Chriftianity,  to  whom  at 
the  laft  day  our  bleffed  Saviour  will  addrefs 
thofe  words,  "  I  never  knew  you ;  depart 
•*  from  me,  all  ye  that  work  iniquity,"  But 
the  danger  of  error  on  this  fide  ought  not  to 
render  us  inlenfible  to  the  oppofite  error ;  an 
error  again  ft  which  in  thefe  days  it  ieems 
particularly  neceflary  to  guard.  Itf  is  far 
from  the  intention  of  the  writer  of  this  work 
to  enter  into  the  niceties  of  controverfy.  But 
furely  without  danger  of  being  thought  to 

*  Cal.  vi«  14.  t  I  Cor.  *•  30* 

K  3  violate 
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violate  this  defign,  he  may  be  permitted  to 
contend,  that  they  who  in  the  main  believe 
the  do6lrines  of  the  church  of  England,  are 
bound  to  ^llovv  that  our  dependence  on  our 
blcffed  Saviour,  as  alone  the  meritorious  caufe 
of  our  acceptance  with  God,  and  as  the 
means  of  all  its  bleffed  fruits  and  glorious 
confequences,  muft  be  not  merely  formal  and 
nominal,  but  real  and  fubAautial :  not  vague, 
qualified,  and  partial,  but  dire£):,  cordial,  and 
jWieviDg  entire.  ^*  Repentance  towards  God,  and  faith 
wiiS*^'  "  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,"  was  the 
miiyimr  fum  of  the  apoftolical  inftru61ions.  It  is 
not  an  occafional  invocation  of  the  name,  of 
Chrift,  or  a  tranfient  recognition  of  his  aut 
thority,  that  fills  up  the  mealure  of  the  terms, 
believing  in  Jefus.  This  we  fhall  find  no  fiich 
eafy  talk ;  and  if  we  trufl  that  we  dp  b^UevCj^ 
wc  ihpuld  all  perhaps  do  well  tp  cry  out  in 
the  words  of  an  imploring  fuppliapt  ^he  flip- 
plicated  not  in  vain)  *^  Lord,  help  thou  pur 
^^  unbelief/'  We  muft  be  deeply  confciaus 
of  our  guilt  and  mifery^  heartily  repenting  of 
pur  iihs,  and  firmly  r^^lving  to  forfake  them ; 
and  thus  penitently  ^^  fleeing  for  refuge  tp 
^*  the  hope  fet  befpre  us,''  we  mufl:  found  al? 
together  on  xht  merit  pf  the  crucified  Rer 
deemer  our  hopes  of  efcape  from  their  dcr 
lerved  punifliment,  and  of  deliverance  from 

their 
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their  enflaving  power.  This  muft  be  our 
firft,  our  laft,  our  only  plea.  We  are  to  fur- 
render  ourfelves  up  to  him  to  '*  be  wafhed 
**  in  his  blood  */*  to  be  fandified  by  his  Spi-  ^ 
rit,  refblving  to  receive  him  for  our  Lord  and 
Mafler,  to  learn  in  his  ichool^  to  obey  all  his 
conunandments. 

It  may  perhaps  be  not  unneceflary,  after  Anfwer  t* 
having  treated  fo  largely  on  this  important  '^J^; 
topic,  to  add  a  few  words  in  order  to  obviate  ^«>nfift?» 
a  charge  which  may  be  urged  againft  us,  that  cakiceuet. 
we  are  infifting  on  nice  and  abftrufe  diftinc- 
tions  in  what  is  a  matter  of  general  concern ; 
an^  this  too  in  a  (yflem,  which  on  its  original 
promulgation  \vas  declared  to  be  peculiarly 
intended  for  the  fimple  and  poor.    It  will  be 
abundantly  evident  however  on  a  little  reflec- 
tion, and  experience  fully  proves  the  pofition, 
that  what  has  been  required  is  not  the  per- 
ception of  a  fubtile  diftindion,  but  a  ftate  and 
condition  of  heart.     To  the  former,  the  poor 
and  the  ignorant  muft  be  indeed  confefled 
unequal ;  but  they  are  far  lefs  indifpofed  than 
the  gi^eat  ^nd  the  learned,  to  bow  down  to 
that   **  preaching  of  the  croik  which  is  to 
^  them  that  periih  fooliihnefs,  but  unto  them 

•  Rev.  i.  5. 
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"  that  are  faved  the  power  of  God,  and  tho 
"  wifHom  of  God/*     The  poor  are  not  liable 
to  be  puffed  up  by  the  intoxicating  fumes  of 
*  ambition  and  worldly  grandeur.     They  are 

lefs  likely  to  be  kept  from  entering  into  the 
ftrait  and  narrow  way,  and  when  they  have, 
entered  to  be  drawn  back  again  or  to  be  re«- 
tarded  in  their  progrefs,  by  the  cares  or  the 
pleafures  of  life.  They  may  expreft  them** 
ielves  ill;  but  their  views  may  be  (imple, 
and  their  hearts  humble,  penitent,  and  fin- 
cere.  It  is  as  in  other  cafe& ;  the  vulgar  are 
the  fubjeds  of  phaenomena,  the  learned  ex-r 
plain  them:  the  former  know  nothing  of  the 
theory  of  vifion  or  of  fentiment';  but  thi? 
ignorance  hmders  not  that  they  iee  an4 
think,  and  though  unable  to  difcourfc  ela- 
borately on  the  paflions,  they  can  feel  warm-s 
ly  for  their  children,  their  friends,  their  coun*; 
■try, 

Theatone.  After  this  digreffion,  if  that  be  indeed  a 

grBaof"*  digreffion  which  by  removing  a  formidable 

Sc"^ifl  objedion  renders  the  truth  of  the  pofitions 

iedasthe  ^^q  wifh  to  eftabUfli  more  clear  and  lefs  quef- 

rubjrct  of         ,  * 

our  habi-     tionable,  we  may  now  refume  the  thread  of 
gardT^       our  argument.     Still  intreating  therefore  the 
attention  of  thofe,  who  have  not  been  ufed 
Xo  think  much  of  the  neceffity  of  this  un- 
divided. 
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divided,  and,  if  it  may  Ibe*  fb  termed,  una- 
dulterated reliance,  for  which  we  have  been 
contending;  we  would  ftill  more  particularly 
addrefs  ourlelves  to  others  who  afie  difpofed 
to  believe  that  though,  in  fbme  obfcure  and 
vague  fenfe,  the  death  of  Ch rift  as  the  fatif. 
fa^ion  for  our  fins,  and  for  the  purchafe  of 
our  future  happinefs,  and  the  landifying  in-, 
fiuence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  to  be  admitted 
as  fundamental  articles  of  our  creed,  yet  that 
ttt^fe  arc  dotlrines  fo  niuch  above  us,  that 
they  arc  not  objedts  iuited  to  our .  capacities ; 
and  that,  turning  our  eyes  therefore  from 
theie  ^  difficult  fpeculatiohs,  we  ihould  fix 
tldcih^  on  the  pra6Hcal  and  moral  precepts 
o£  the  Gc^eU  *^  -Thiefe  it  moft  concerns 
^^  us  to  know;  thefe  therefore  let  us  ftudy. 
^  Such  is  the  frailty  of  our  nature,  fuch  the 
^  ftrcngth  and  number  of  our  temptations  to 
^  evil,  that  in  reducing  the  Golpel  morality 
to  pra£kice  -we  ftiall  find  full  employment : 
and  by  attending  to  thefe  moral  precepts, 
^*  rather  than  to  thole  high  myfterious  doo- 
^'trincs  which  you  are  iireffing  on  .us,  we 
^  Ihall  beft  prepare  to  appear  before  God 
^^  on  that  tremendous  day,  when  "  He  fliall 
^'  j^dg^  every  man  according  to  his  works.^* 

f$  Vain  wifdom  all,  and&Ife  philofophy!'* 

It 
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It  will  at  once  •deftroy  this  flimfy  web,  to 
reply  in  the  words  of  our  blefled  Saviour, 
and  of  his  beloved  Difciple— "  This  is  the 
*^  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  in  him  whom 
^*  he  hath  fent  *."  "  This  is  his  conmumd'^ 
^^  mentj  that  we  fhould  believe  on  the  name 
"  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  f ."  In  truth,  if 
we  confider  but  for  a  moment  the  opinions 
of  men  who  aigue  thus,  we  muft  be  con- 
fcious  6i  their  abiiirdity.  Let  the  modern 
Unitarian  reduce  the  Gofpel  to  a  mere  iyt 
tem  of  ethics,  but  furely  it  is  in  the  bigheft 
degree  unreafbnable  to  admit  into  our  fcheme 
idl  the  grand  peculiarities  of  Chriflianity^  and 
having  admitted,  to  negled  and  think  xso 
more  of  them!  **  Wherefore"  (might.  Che 
Socinian  fay)  ^  Wherefore  all  this  coftly  and 
**  Complicated  machinery  ?  It  is  like  the  Tj* 
chonic  aibonomy,  encumbered  and  felf-* 
convi6ted  by  its  own  complicated  relations 
**  and  ufelefs  perplexities.  It  is  {q  little  like 
^^  the  fimplicity  of  nature,  it  is  io  unworthy 
•*  of  the  divine  hand,  that  it  even  offends 
"  againft  thofe  rules  of  propriety  which  we 
"  require  to  be  obferved  in  the  imperfeft  com^ 
"  pofitions  of  the  human  intelledl  (aj^^^ 


44 


♦  JohiVvL  %(f.  t  I  John,iii.  23. 

(a)  Nee  Dcas  interfit,  &c« 
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Well  may  the  Socinian.  afTumQ  this  lofty 
ton^  with  thofe  whom  we  arc  now  adcjrefs- 
ing.  If  thefe  be  indeed  the  doftrines  of 
Revelation,  common  fenfe  fuggefts  to  us  that 
from  their  nature  and  their  magnitude,  they 
dcferve  our  moft  ferious  regard.  It  is  the 
very  theology  of  Epicurus  to  allow  the  ex- 
iftence  of  thefe  "  heavenly  things,"  but  to 
deny  their  connexion  with  human  concerns, 
and  their  influence  on  human  a6lions.  Be- 
fides  the  unreaibnablenefs  of  this  condudt,  we 
might  ftrongly  urge  ahb  in  this  connexion 
the  prophanenefs  of  thus  treating  as  matters 
ef  fubordinate  confideration  thofe  parts  of  the 
fyftem  of  Chriftianity,  which  are  fb  ftronglj 
imprefled  on  our  reverence  by  the  dignity  of 
the  perfbn  to  whom  they  relate.  This  very 
Vgument  is  indeed  repeatedly  and  pointedly 
prcfled  by  the  facred  writers  ♦. 

Nor  is  the  prophane  irreverence  of  this 
condud^  more  ftriking  than  its  ingratitude. 
When  from  reading  that  our  Saviour  was 
^  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and 
^  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  upholding 
^  all  thhigs  by  the  word  of  his  power,"  wc 
go  on  to  consider  the  purpofe  for  which  he 

f  Vide  Heb.  ii»  i,  &c. 

came 
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came  on  fearth,  and  all  that  he  did  and  fuf- 
fercd  for  us ;  furely  if  we  have  a  fpark  of 
ingenuoufnefs  left  within  us  we  fhall  con- 
demn ourfelves  as  guilty  of  the  blackeft  in- 
gratitude, in  rarely  noticing,  or  coldly  turn- 
ing away,  on  whatever  (hallow  pretences, 
from  the  contemplation  of  thefe  miracle?  of 
mercy.  For  thofe  bafer  minds  however  ^n 
which  fear  alone  can  operate,  that  motive 
is  fuperadded  :  and  we  are  plainly  forewarn- 
ed, both  dire6lly  and  indireftly,  by  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Jewifti  nation,  that  God  will 
not  hold  them  guiltlefs  who  are  thus  un- 
mindful of  his  moft  (ignal  ads  of  condcfcen- 
£on  and  kindnefs.  But  as  this  is  a  queftion 
of  pure  Revelation,  reafonings  from  probahi^ 
lity  may  not  be  deemed  decifive.  To  Reve- 
lation therefore  we  muft  appeal ;  and  with* 
out  entering  into  a  laboured  difcuffion  of  the 
fubjefl-,  which  might  be  to  trefpafs  on  the 
reader's  patience,  I  would  refer  him  to  Xhfi 
facf ed  Writings  themfelves  for  complete  ik^ 
tisfadliout  We  would  earneftly  recommend 
it  to  him  to  weigh  with  the  utmoft  feriouf^ 
nefs  thofe  paflages  of  Scripture  wherein  the 
peculiar  doftrmes  of  Chriftianity  ^re  exprefi- 
ly  mentioned;  and  farther,  to  attend  with 
due  regard  to  the  illuftration  and  confirma-^ 
tion,  which  the  conclufions  refulting  from 

thpfe 
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thofe  paflages  receive  incidentally  from  the 
w6rd  of  God.  They  who  maintain  the  opi- 
nion which  we  are  combating,  will  thereby 
become  convinced  that  their's  is  indeed  an 
unfcriptural  Religion;  and  will  learn,  in- 
ftead  of  turning  off  their  eyes  from  the  grand 
peculiarities  of  Chriftianity,  to  keep  thefe 
ever  in  view,  as  the  pregnant  principles 
whence  all,  the  reft  muft  derive  their  origin, 
and  receive  their  beft  fupport  *• 

Let 

*  Any  one  who  wifhes  to  inveftlgate  this  rubje£t,  will  do 
well  to  ftudy  attentively  M^Laurin's  EiTay  on  Prejudices 
againft  the  Gofpel. — It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  dire^  the 
reader*s  attention  to  a  few  leading  arguments,  many  of  them 
thofe  of  the  work  j  uft  recommended.  Let  him  maturely  efti- 
mate  the  force  of  thofe  terms,  whereby  the  Apofllein  the  fol- 
lowing paOages  defignates  and  characterizes  the  whole  of 
the  Chriftian  fyftem,  "  We  preach  Chrift  crucified'*-— 
"  We  determined  to  know  nothing  among  you,  fave  Jefus 
**  ChrijOt,andhtm  crucified. '*  The  value  of  this  argument 
will  be  acknowledged  by  all  who  confider,  that  a  fyftem 
is  never  defignated  by  an  immaterial  or  an  inferior  part  of 
it,  but  by  that  which  conftitutes  its  prime  confidcration  and 
eilential  diftindtion.  The  concluflon  fuggefted  by  this  re- 
mark 18  confirmed  by  the  Lord's  Supper  being  the  rite  by 
which  our  Saviour  himfelf  commanded  his  Difciples  to  keep 
him  in  remembrance ;  and  indeed  a  fimilar  lefTon  is  taught 
by  the  Sacrament  of  Baptifm,  which  (badows  out  our  fouls 
being  waihed  and  purified  by  the  blood  of  CJirift,  Obferve 
next  the  frequency  wiih  which  our  Saviour's  death  and 
fufferings  are  introduced^  and  how  often  they  are  urged  as 

pnu^cal  motives. 

^  The 
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CHAP.  Lei  us  then  each  for  himfelf  fblcmnly  alk 

^"*  ourfelves,  whether  we  have  fled  for  refuge 

Conciu.  to  the  appointed  hope  ?  And  whether  we  arc 

^°-  habituaUy 


<*  The  minds  of  the  Apoftles  feem  full  of  this  fubjcfl. 
^  Every  thing  put  them  in  mind  of  it ;  diey  did  not  ^dlovr 
^  themfelves  to  have  it  long  out  of  their  view,  nor  did  any 
^'  other  branch  of  fpiritual  in(tru£tion  make  them  lofe  fight  of 
^  it.'*  Confider  next  that  part  of  the  Epiftle  to  die  RomanS) 
wherein  St.  Paul  fpeaks  of  fome  who  went  about  to  eftablifh 
\fheir  own  righteoufnefs,  and  had  not  fubmitted  themfelves 
to  the  righteoufiiefi  of  God.  May  not  this  charge  be  in 
fomc  degree  urged,  and  even  more  ftrongly  than  in  the  cafe 
of  the  Jews,  againft  thofe  who  iatisfy  themfelves  with  vague^ 
general,  occafional  thoughts  of  our  Saviour's  mediation ; 
and  the  fource  of  whofe  habitual  complacency,  as  we  ex-* 
plained  above,  is  rather  their  being  tolerably  well  iatisfied 
with  their  own  chara£ters  and  condud  ?  Yet  St  Paul  de- 
dares  concerning  thofe  of  whom  he  fpeaks,  as  concerning 
perfons  whofe  fad  fituation  could  not  be  too  mudi  lament- 
ed, that  he  had  great  heavinefs  and  continual  fiirrow  in  his 
heart,  adding  ftill  more  emphattcal  expreffions  of  deep  and 
bitter  regret. 

Let  the  Epiftle  to  the  Galatians  be  alfo  carefully  tx^ 
amined  and  confidered ;  and  let  it  be  fairly  aflced,  what  w«s 
the  particular  in  which  the  Judaizing  Chriftians  were  de* 
fedtive,  and  the  want  of  which  is  fpoken  of  in  fuch  ftron^ 
terms  as  thefe ;  that  it  fruftrates  the  grace  of  God,  and 
muft  debar  from  all  the  benefits  of  the  death  of  Jefus  ?  The 
Judaizing  converts  were  not  immoral.  They  feem  to  have 
admitted  the  chief  tenets  concerning  our  Saviour.  But 
they  appear  to  have  been  difpofed  to  trufl  (not  wbolfyy  he  it 
§hferved  alfo^  but  only  in  part)  for  dieir  accept.mce  with 
God,  to  the  Moiaic  iqftitutlons,  inftead  6f  repofing  entirely 

OA 
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on  the  merits  of  Chrift.  Here  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
yvhcn  a  compliance  with  thefe  inftitutiorw  was  not  regarded 
as  conveying  this  inference,  the  Apoftle  ihewed  by  his  own 
condud,  that  he  did  not  deem  it  criminal ;  whence,  no 
left  than  from  the  words  of  the  Epiftle,  it  is  clear  that  the 
offence  of  the  Judaizing  Chriftians  whom  he  condemned, 
was  what  we  have  ftated;  that  their  crime  did  not  confift 
in  their  obftinately  continuing  to  adhere  to  a  difpenfation 
die  ceremonial  of  which  Chriftianity  had  abrogated,  nor 
yet  diat  it  arofe  out  of  the  facrifices  of  the  Levitical  law 
being  from  their  very  nature  without  efficacy  for  the  blotting 
out  of  fin — Vide  Hebrews  x.  4.  &c,— It  was  not  that  the 
foundation  on  which  they  built  was  of  a  Tandy  nature,  but 
diat  they  built  on  any  other  foundation  than  that  which 
God  had  laid  in  the  Gofpel;  it  was  not  that  they  placed 
their  confidence,  either  in  part  or  in  the  whole  on  a  felfe  or 
a  defedive  object,  but  that  they  did  not  dired  it  exclufively 
to  tbt  only  true  objcdl  of  Hope  held  forth  to  Us  by  tho 

Gofpd- 

and 
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habitually  looking  to  it,  as  to  the  only  iburce 
of  confolation  ?  "  Other  foundation  can  no 
^*  man  lay  :"  tkere  is  no  other  ground  of  de- 
pendence, no  other  plea  for  pardon  ;  but  here 
there  is  hope,  even  to  the  uttermoft.  Let 
us  labour  then  to  afFed  our  hearts  with  a 
deep  conviction  of  our  need  of  a  Redeemer, 
and  of  the  value  of  his  offered  mediation. 
Let  us  fall  down  humbly  before  the  throne 
of  God,  imploring  pity  and  pardon  in  the 
name  of  the  Son  of  his  love.  Let  us  befeech 
him  to  give  us  a  true  fpirit  of  repentance, 


in. 
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CHAFb  ind  of  hearty  undivided  faith  in  the  L6^ 
Jiefusv  Let  iis  not  be  fatisfied  till  the  cor* 
diality  of  our  belief  be  confirmed  to  Us  by 
that  Chara6ter  with  which  we  ar6  fui'nilhed 
by  an  inipired  Writer,  "  that  to  as  mSiny  as 
"  believe  Chrift  is  precious  j'*  ind  let  us  ftriv6 
to  increafe  daily  in  l^e  towards  olir  bleffed 
Saviour ;  and  pray  earneftly  that  "  wc  may 
•'  be  filled  with  ^qy  and  Peace  in  believihg^ 
•^  that  we  may  abound  in  Hope  thfough  the 
^  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft/*  Let  us  dili- 
gently put  in  praftice  the  direftions  already 
given  for  cherilhing  and  cultivating  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  Love  of  Chrift.  With  this  view 
let  us  labour  aflfiduoufly  to  increafe  in  know- 
ledge,  that  our  affeftion  to  the  Lord  who 
bought  us  mdy  be  deeply  rooted  and  rationaL 
By  frequent  meditation  on  the  incidents  of 
our  Saviour's  life,  and  ftill  more  on  the 
aftoniihing  circumftances  of  his  death ;  by 
often  calling  to  mind  the  ftate  from  which 
he  propofes  to  refcue  us,  and  the  glories  of 
his  heavenly  kingdom  ;  by  continual  intcr- 
courfe  with  him  of  prayer  and  praife,  of  de- 
pendence and  confidence  in  dangers,  of  hope 
and  joy  in  our  Ijrighter  hours,  let  us  endea- 
vour to  keep  him  conftantly  prefent  to  our 
minds,  and  to  render  all  our  conceptions  of 
him    more  diftind,   lively,   and  intelligent. 

The 
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V 

The  title  of  Chriftian  is  a  reproach  to  Us,  if 
we  eftrange  ourfelves  from  Him  after  whom 
we  are  denominated.  The  name  of  Jefus  is 
not  to  be  to  Us  like  the  Allah  of  the  Maho- 
metans, a  talifman  or  an  amulet,  to  be, worn 
oil  the*  arm,  merely  as  an  exterlial  badge'  and 
iymbol  of  our  profeffion,  and  to  preferve  us 
from  evil  by  fome  myfterious  and  unintelli- 
gible potency ;  but  it  is  to  be  engraven  deeply 
on  the  heart,  there  written  by  the  finger  of 
God  himfelf  in  everlafting  chara6lers.  It  is 
our  fure  and  undoubted  title  to  prefent  peace 
and  future  glory.  The  aflurance  which  this 
title  conveys  of  a  bright  reverfion,  will  lighten 
the  burthens,  and  alleviate  the  forrows  of  life; 
and  .in  fbme  happier  moments,  it  will  impart 
to  us  Ibmewhat  of  that  fulnefs  of  joy  ^hich 
is  at  God*s  right  hand,  enabling  us  to  join 
even  here  in  the  heavenly  Hofannah,  '*  Wor- 
thy IS  the  Lamb  that  was  (lain,  to  re- 
ceive power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and 
ftrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blef- 
fing  *•*'  "  Blefling,  and  honour,  and  glory, 
and  power,  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon 
"  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever 
**  and  ever  f.'* 

♦  RcY.  r.  12*  t  lb.  ij. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

On  the  prevailing  inadequate  Conceptions  con^ 
cerning  the  Nature  and  the  Striiirufs  of 
PRACTICAL  Chrijlianity. 

Sect.  I. 

ONE  part  of  the  foregoing  title  thay  per- 
haps on  the  firft  view  excite  fome  lur- 
prife  in  flich  of  my  readers  as  may  have  drawn* 
a  hafty  inference  from  the  charges  conveyed 
by  the  two  preceding  chapters.  It  mig^t 
perhaps  be  expefted,  that  they  who.  have 
very  low  conceptions  of  the  corruption  of 
human  nature,  would  be  proportionably  lefi 
indulgent  to  human  frailty ;  and  that  they 
who  lay  little  flrefs  on  Chrift's  fatisfeftioa 
for  fin,  or  on  the  operations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  would  be  more  high  and  rigid  in  their 
demands  of  diligent  endeavours  after  univcr- 
fal  holinefs  ;  fince  their  fcheme  implies  that 
we  muft  depend  chiefly  on  our  own  exer- 
tions and  performances  for  our  acceptance 
with  God. 

But 
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But  any  fuch  expeftations  as  thefe  would  sict. 
be  greatly  difappointed.  There  is  in  fa61:  a  '• 
region  of  truths  and  a  region  of  errors*  They 
who  hold  the  fundamental  doftrines  of  Scrip- 
ture in  their  due  force,  hold  alfo  in  its  due 
degree  of  purity  the  practical  l)ftetn  which 
Scripture  inculcates.  But  they  who  explain 
away  the  former,  foften  down  the  latter  alio, 
and  reduce  it  to  the  level  of  their  own  de- 
fe6iive  fcherne.  It  is  not  from  any  confi-» 
dence  in  the  (uperidr  amount  of  their  own 
performaiices,  or  in  the  greater  vigour  of 
iheir  own  exertions,  that  they  reconcile 
themfelves  to  their  low  views  of  the  fatis- 
fa6lipn  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  influence  of  the  * 
Spirit }  but  it  fliould  rather  feem  to  be  their 
plan  fb  to  deprefs  the  required  ftaridard  of 
pradice;  that  no  man  need  fall  (hort  of  it, 
and  that  no  fiiperior  aid  can  be  wanted  for 
enabling  us  to  attain  to  it.  It  happens  how- 
ever with  refpeft  to  their  fimple  method  of 
morality,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  (hot t  ways  ttf 
knowledge,  of  which  fome  vain  pretenders 
have  vaunted  themfelves  to  be  pofleffed; 
defpifing  the  beaten  track  in  which  inore 
fbber  and  humble  (pirits  have  been  cofiterit 
to  tread,  they  have  indignantly  ftrucfc  into 
aew  and  untried  paths ;  but  thefe  have  feiled 

La  of 
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CHAP,    of  condufting  them  to  the  right  objeft,  and 
iv".       have  iffued  only  in  ignorance  and  conceit. 

It  fecms  in  our  days  to  be  the  commonly 
received  opinion,  that  provided  a  man  admit 
in  general  terms  the  truth  of  Chriffiaiiity, 
though  he  neither  know  nor  confider  much 
concerning  the  particulars  of  the  fyftem ;  and 
if  he  be  not  habitually  guilty  of  any  of  the 
groffer  vices  againft  his  fellow -creatures,  we 
have  no  great  reafbn  to  be  diflatisfied  with 
him,  or  to  queftion  the  validity  of  his  claim 
to  the  name  and  privileges  of  a  Chriftian. 
The  title  implies  no  more  than  a  fort  of  for- 
mal, general  aflent  to  Chriftianity  in  the  grofe, 
and  a  degree  of  morality  in  practice,  little  if 
at  all  fuperior  to  that  for  which  we  look  in  a 
good  Deift,  MufTulman,  or  Hindoo. 

Should  any  one  be  difpofed  to  deny  that 
this  is  a  fair  reprefentation  of  the  religion  of 
the  bulk  of  the  Chriftian  world,  he  might  be 
afked,  w^hether  if  it  were  proved  to  thenx 
beyond  difj^ute  that  Chriftianity  is  a  mere 
forgery,  would  this  occafion  any  great  change 
in  their  conduct  or  habits  of  mind  ?  Would 
any  alteration  be  made  in  confequence  of 
this  difcovery,  except  in  a  few  of  their  fj)c- 

culativt 
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culative  opinions,  which,  when  diflinft  from 
praftice,  it  is  a  part  of  their  own  fyftem,  to 
think  of  little  donfequence  ;  and  with  regard 
to  public*  worfhip,  (knowing  the  good  efFedls 
of  religion  upon  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo- 
ple) they  might  ftill  think  it  better  to  attend 
occalionally  for  example's  fake?  Would  not 
a  regard  for  their  chara6^er,  their  health,  their 
domeftic  and  focial  comforts,  ftill  continue 
to  reftrain  them  from  vicious  excefles,  and 
prompt  them  to  perfift  in  the  difcharge,  ac- 
cording to  their  prefent  meafure,  of  the  va- 
rious duties  of  their  ftations  ?  Would  they 
find  themfelves  diipoflefled  of  what  had  been 
to  them  hitherto  the  repofitory  of  counfel  and 
inftruftion,  the  rule  of  their  condu6i:,  their 
habitual  fburce  of  peace,  and  hope,  and  con- 
Iblation  ? 

It  were  needlefs  to  put  thefe  queftions. 
They  are  anfwered  in  fa6l  already  by  the 
lives  of  many  known  unbeHevers,  between 
whom  and  thefe  profefTed  Chriftians,  even 
the  familiar  afTociates  of  both,  though  men 
of  difcernment  and  obfervation,  would  dis- 
cover little  difFereuce  either  in  conduft  or 
temper  of  mind.  How  little  then  does 
Chriftianity  deferve  that  title  to  novelty 
and  fuperiority  which  has  been  almoft  uni- 

L  3  verfally 
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verfally  admitted;  that  pre-eminence^  as  a 
pra£tical  code^  over  all  other  fyftems.  of 
ethics!  How  unmerited  are  the  praifes 
which  have  been  lavished  upon  it  by  its 
friends ;  praifes,  in  which  even  its  enemies 
(not  in  general  difpofed  to  make  conceffion$ 
in  its  favour)  have  fo  often  been  imwarilj 
drawn  in  to  acquiefce  i 

Was  it  then  for  this,  that  the  Son  of  God 
condefcended  to  become  our  inf}^ru6lor  and 
our  pattern,  leaving  us  an  example  that  we 
might  tread  in  his  fleps  ?  Was  it  for  this  that 
the  ajx)ftles  of  Chrift  voluntarily  fubmitted 
to  hunger  and  nakednefs  and  pain,  and  igno^ 
miny  and  death,  when  forewarned  too  by 
their  Mafter  that  luch  would  be  their  treat- 
ment ?  That,  after  all,  their  difciples  ihould 
attain  to  no  higher  a  ftrain  of  virtue  than 
thofe  who  rejedling  their  Divine  authori^, 
fhould  ftill  adhere  to  the  old  philofbphy  ? 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  objected  that  wc 
are  forgetting  an  obfervation  which  we  our- 
felves  have  made,, that  Chriftianity  has  railed 
the  general  ftandard  of  morals ;  to  which 
therefore  Infidelity  herfelf  now  finds  it  pru- 
dent to  conform,  availing  herfelf  of  the  pure 
morality  of  Chriflianity,  and  fometimes  wiih* 


ing  to  3i{uq)  to-hcrfelf  the  credit.  o£  it,  while 
€ic  Aigmztizcs  the  authors  with  the  epi- 
thets of  ignorant  dupes  or  defigning  im- 
poflors ! 

But  let  it  be  ajked,  are  the  motives  of 
Chriftiuiity  {o  little  nece/&ry  to  the  prac- 
tice of  it,  its  principles  to  its  conclufions, 
that  the  one  may  be  Ipared  and  yet  the  other 
•remain  in  undinainiihed  force  ?  Still  then,  its 
Do&rims  are  no  more  than  a  barren  and  in- 
«ppUcafole  or  at  leaft  an  unneceflary  theory, 
^he  place  of  which,  it  may  perhaps  be  added, 
woald'be  well  fiipplied  by  a  more  fimple  and 
1^  cofHy  icheme« 

But  can  it  be  ?  Is  Chriftianity  then  te* 
duced  to  a  mere  creed  ?  Is  its  pra6tical  in- 
fluence bounded  within  a  few  external  plauii- 
bilities?  Does  its  efience  coniift  only  in  a 
few  ipeculative  opinions,  and  a  fey^  yjsfAtfk 
and  unprofitable  tenets?  And  can  this  be 
the  ground  of  that  portentous  diftinftion, 
which  is  io  unequivocally  made  hy  thcT 
Evangelift  between  t;hofe  who  accept,  and 
thofe  who  rejeft  the  Gofpel :  "  He  that 
^  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  everlafiing 
**  life :  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son, 
^  ihali  not  iee  life :  but  the  wrath  of  God 

'         L  4  "  abidcth 
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^^^abideth  on  him  ?"  This  were  to  run  into 
the  vciy  error  which  the  bulk  of  profeffed 
Cbriftians  would  be  moft  forward  to  con* 
demn,  of  making  an  unproduftive  faith  the 
rule  of  God's  future  judgement,  and  the 
ground  of  an  eternal  feparation.  Thus  not 
T>nlike  the  rival  circumnavigators  from  Spdin 
and  Portugal,  who  fetting  out  in  contrary 

"directions,  found  themfelves  in  company  at 
the  very  time  they  thought  themfelves  fiwc- 
theft  from  each  other ;  fo  the  bulk  of  pro-^  ' 

.feffed  Cbriftians  arrive,  though  by  a  diffe- 
rent courfe,  almoft  at  the  very  fame  point, 
and  occupy  nearly  the  fame  ftation  as  a  fet 
of  enthufiafts,  who  alio  reft  upon  a  barren 
faith,  to  whom  on  the  firft  view  they  might 

-be   thought   the  moft  nearly  oppofite, .  and 

^  whofe  teaets  they  with  realbn  profefs  to  hold 
in  peculiar  deteftation.  By  what  pernicious 
courtefy  of  language  is.  it,  that  this  wretched 

•  fyftem  has  been  flattered  with  the  name  of 
Chriftianity  ?. 

Strianefs        The  morality  of  the  Gofpel  is  not  fo  flight 

prafticai    .  a  fabric.  ,  Chriftianity  throughout  the  whole 

niiy !  '*"     extent  exhibits  proofs  of  its  Divine  original, 

.and  its  praftical  precepts  are  no  lefs  pure 

than   its  dodrmes  are    fublime.      Can  the 

compafe  of  language  fiirnifh  injun6lions  flxic- 

."  ^  ter 
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ter  in  their  meafore  or  larger  in  their  com- 
prehenfion,  than  thofe  with  which  the  word 
of  God  abounds ;  "  Whatfoever  ye  do  in  word 
**  or  deed^  do  all  in  tha  name  of  the  Lord  Je- 
flis  ;'* — **  Be  ^4?  holy,  for  God  is  holy  :''^^^ 
Be  ye perfedl  ^s  your  Father  which  is.  in 
Heaven  is  perfedi  ?'^  We  are  commanded 
to  perfeU  holinefs,  to  go  on  unto  perfect 
tion. 

Such  are  the  Scripture  admonitions ;  and 
fiirely  they  to  whom  luch  admonitions  arc 
addreifed,  may  not  fafely  acquiefce  in  low 
attainments :  a  conclufion  to  which  we  arc 
led  as  well  by  the  force  of  the  expreflions  by 
which  Chriftians  are  charafterized  in  Scrip- 
ture, as  by  the  radical  change,  which  is  re- 
prefented  as  taking  place  in  every  man  on 
his  becoming  a  real  Chriftian.  *'  Every  one,'* 
it  is  laid,  **  that  hath  this  hope,  purifieth 
^*  himfelf  even  as  God  is  pure  f '  true  Chrif- 
tians are  faid  to  be  **  partakers  of  the  Di- 
•^  vine  nature  ;'* — "  to  be  created  anew  in 
^*  the  image  of  God  ;** — "  to  be  temples'  of 
/*  the  Holy  Ghoft/'  The  efFeas  of  which 
muft  appear  "  in  all  goodnefs  and  righteouf- 
^^  i\efs  and  truth," 

'    Great 
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CM  A  p.        Gaeat  as  was  the  progrefs  which  the 
IV.       apoftle  Paul  had  made  in  all  virtu^^  he  de* 

^""^^"^  Clares  of  himfelf  that  Ae  {till  prefles  forward, 
**  forgetting  the  things  which  are  behind^ 
*'  and  reaching  forth  unto  the  things  which 
*•  are  before.'*  He  prays  for  his  beloved  con- 
verts, **  that  they  may  be  ^/leJ  with  a/l  the 
-"  fiilriefs  offiod;'*  that  they  may  be  Ji/lcd 
•*  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufiiefs  ;**  **  that 
**  they  might  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto 
**  all  pleafing,  being  fruitful  in  every  good 
**  work."  And  from  one  of  the  petitions, 
-which  our  blefled  Saviour  in{ert$  in  that 
form  of  prayer  which  he  has  given  at  a 
model  for  our  imitation,  we  may  infer  .that 
the  habitual  fentiment  of  our  hearts  ought 
to  be,  "  Thy  will  be  done  in  Earth  ss  it  k 
**  in  Heaven.^^ 

These  few  extra6ls  from  the  word  of 
Cod  will  ferve  abundantly  to  evince  the 
Jlriiinefs  of  the  Chriftian  morality :  but  this 
point  will  be  ftill  more  fully  eilabliihed, 
when  we  proceed  to  inveftigate  the  ruling 
principles  of  the  Chriftian  charadler* 

Anfifsef.  I  APPREHEND  the  cflcntial  pra£lical  cha- 
t^opcn^ed  radleriftic  of  true  Chriftians  to  be  this ;  that 
•"''^"^-  relymg 
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relying  on  ibe  premifes  to  repeiitiug  finners 
of  acceptance  throu^  the  Redeemer,  they 
have  renounced  and  objured  all  other  mat- 
ters, and  have  cordially  and  unrefervedly  de- 
voted themfelves  to  God.  This  is  indeed 
the  very  figure  which  baptifm  daily  repre- 
ients  to  us :  like  the  father  of  Hannibal,  wc 
there  bring  our  infant  to  the  altar,  we  con- 
&crate  him  to  the  fervice  of  his  proper  awner^ 
and  vow  in  his  name  eternal  hoftilities  againft 
all  the  enemies  of  his  falvation.  After  the 
£uxie  manner  Chriftians  .  arc  become  the. 
fworn  enemies  of  fin ;  they  will  henceforth 
hold  no  parley  with  it,  they  will  allow  it 
la  no  fliape,  they  will  admit  it  to  no  com- 
pofition ;  the  war  which  they  have  denounced 
againft  it,  is  cordial,  univerfal,  irreconcil* 
able. 

But  this  is  not  all-^It  is  now  their  de* 
tempined  purpofe  to  yield  themfelves  with- 
0iit  refcrvc  to  the  reafonable  fervice  of  their 
rightful  fbvcreign.  *'  They  are  not  their 
^^  own :" — their  bodily  and  mental  faculties, 
their  natural  and  acquired  endowments,  their 
iiibftance,  their  authority,  their  time,  their 
influence ;  all  thefe,  they  confider  as  belong- 
ing to  them,  not. for  their  own  gratification, 
))ut  as  fb  many  inflruments  to  be  confecrated 
9  to 
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to" the  honour  of  God  and  employed  in  his  fer- 
vice.  This  is  the  mafter  principle  to  which 
every  other  muft  be  fiibordinate.  Whatever 
may  have  been  hitherto  their  ruling  paflion; 
wrhatever  hitherto  their  leading  purfuit ;  whe- 
ther fenfual,  or  intelledual,  of  fcience,  of 
tafte,  of  fancy,  or  of  feeling,  it  muft  now 
poffefs  but  a  fecondary  place ;  or  rather  (to 
ipeak  more  correftly)  it  muft  exift  only  at 
the  pleafure  of  its  true  and  legitimate  fiipe- 
rior,  and  be  put  altogether  under  its  dircc- 
tion  and  controul. 

Thus  it  is  the  prerogative  of  Chriftianity 
**  to  bring  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the 
*'  obedience  of  Chrift."     They  who  really 
feel  its  power,  are  refolved  *^  to  live  no  longer 
**  to  themfelves,  but  to  him  that  died  for 
**  them  :'*  they  know  indeed  their  own  in- 
firmities;  they  know,  that  the  way  on  which 
they  have  entered  is  ftrait  and  difficult,  but 
they  know  too   the  encouraging  afTurancCii 
They  who  wait  on  tlie  Lord  fhall  renew 
their  ftrength,"  and  relying  on  this  ani- 
mating declaration,  they  deliberately  purpofe 
that,  fo  far  as  they  may  be   able,  the  grand 
governing  maxim  of  their  future  lives  (hall 
be,  "  to  do  all  to  the  glory  oj  God.'' 

Behold 


or    PRACTICAL    CHRISTIANITT. 

.-  *  •    -  * 

Behold  here  the  feminal  principle,  which 
contains  within  it,  as  in  an  embryo  ftate,  the 
rudiments  of  all  true  virtue ;  which,  ftrlk- 
ing  deep  its  roots,  though  feeble  perhaps 
and  lowly  in  its  beginnings,  yet  filently  pro- 
greffive,  and  almofi  infenfibly  maturing,  wiU 
fhortly,  even  in  the  bleak  and  churlifli  tem- 
perature of  this  world,  lift  up  its  head  and 
Ipread  abroad  its  branches,  bearing  abundant 
fruits;  precious  fruits  of  refreflimei^t  and 
confolation,  of  which  the  boafted  produfts 
of  philofophy  are  but  fickly  imitations,  void 
of  fragrance  and  of  flavour.     But, 

Igneut  eft  ollis  vigor  &  coeleftis  origo* 

At  length  it  fhall  be  tranfplanted  into  its  na- 
tive region,  and  enjoy  a  more  genial  climate, 
and  a  kindlier  foil ;  and,  burfting  forth  into 
full  luxuriance,  with  unfading  beauty  and 
unexhaufted  odours,  {hall  flourilh  for  ever  in 
the  paradife  of  God. 

* 

But  while  the  fervants  of  Chrift  continue 
in  this  life,  glorious  as  is  the  ifliie  of  their 
labours,  they  receive  but  too  many  humili- 
ating memorials  of  their  remaining  imper- 
fcftibns,  and  they  daily  find  reafon  to  con- 
fefs,  that  they  cannot  do  the  things  that  they 
would.     Their  determination^  however,  is  ftjill 

unfhakeii^ 
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unfhakefn,  arid  it  is  the  fixed  defire  of  theif 
hearts  to  improve  in  a//  holinefs^^^uA  fhis^ 
let  it  be  obferved,  on  many  accounts.  Va- 
rious paffions  concur  to  pu(h  them  forward ; 
they  are  urged  on  by  the  dread  of  failure,  in 
this  irduous  but  ncceflary  work ;  they  truft 
not,  where  their  all  is  at  ftake,  to  lively 
emotions,  or  to  internal  impreffions  howcvcf 
warm ;  the  example  of  Chrift  is  their  pat- 
fern,  the  word  of  God  is  their  rule :  there 
they  read,  that  "  without  holinefi  no  man 
^  ihall  fee  the  Lord."  It  is  the  defcription 
of  real  Chrifiians,  that  ^'  they  are  gradually 
**  changed  into  the  image  of  their  Divine 
"  Mafter ;"  and  they  dare  not  allow  them- 
felves  to  believe  their  title  fure,  except  {o  far 
as  they  can  difcefti  in  themfelves  the  grow* 
ing  traces  of  this  blefled  refemblance. 

It  is  not  ffterely  however  by  the  fear  of 
mifery,  and  the  defire  of  happinefs,  that  they 
are  adhiated  in  their  endeavours  to  excel  in 
all  holinefs ;  they  love  it  for  its  own  fake : 
rior  is  itfolely  by  the  fenfe  of  felf-intereft  (a 
principle  it  muft  be  confeffed  of  an  inferior 
order,  though  often  unreafbnably  condemned) 
that  they  are  influenced  in  their  determina* 
tion  to  obey  the  will  of  God,  and  to  culti- 
vate his  favour.     This  determination  has  its 

foundations 
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foundations  indedd  in  a  deep  and  humiliat-* 
ing  fenfe  of  hifi  exalted  Majefty  and  in- 
finite powef,  and  of  their  own  extreme  in- 
feriority and  littlenefs,  attended  with  a  fettled 
convidion  of  its  being  their  duty  as  his  crea-' 
turea^  to  fubmit  in  all  things  to  the  will  of 
their  great  Creator.  But  thefe  aweful  im- 
preffions  are  relieved  and  ennobled  i^  an  ad- 
miring fenfe  of  the  infinite  perfedions  and 
infinite  amiablenefs  of  the  Divine  Charafterj 
animated  by  a  confiding  though  humble  hope 
of  his  fatherly  kindnefs  and  proteftion  ;  and 
quickened  by  the  grateful  recolleftion  of  im- 
ixienfe  and  continually  increafing  obligations. 
This  is  the  Chriftian  love  of  Godt  A  lovef 
compounded  of  admiration,  of  preference,  of 
hope,  of  truft,  of  joy ;  chaftifed  by  reveren- 
tial awe,  and  wakeful  with  continual  grati- 
tude. 

I  WOULD  here  cxprefs  myfelf  with  cau- 
tion, lefl  I  fliould  inadvertently  wound  the 
heart  of  fbme  weak  but  fincere  believer. 
The  elementary  principles  which  have  bcea 
above  enumerated,  may  exift  in  various  de-? 
grees  and  proportions.  A  difference  in  na-< 
tural  dilpofition,  in  the  circumflances  of  the 
pafl  life,  and  in  nutnberlefs  other  particulars^ 

may 
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may  occafion  a  great  difFerence  in  the  predo^ 
minaiit  tempers,  of  different  Chriftians.  In 
one  the  love,  in  another  the  fear  of  God  may 
have  the  afcendency  j  truft  in  one,  and  in 
another  gratitude ;  but  in  greater  or  lefs  de- 
grees, a  cordial  complaceiK:y  in  the  fbve- 
reignty  of  the  Divine  Being,  an  exalted  fenfe. 
of  his  perfeftions,  a  grateful  impreflion  of 
his  goodnefs,  and  a  humble  hope  of  his  fa-' 
vour,  are  common  to  them  all. — Common— 
the  determination  to  devote  themfelves  with- 
out  exceptions,  to  the  fervice  and  glory  of 
God. — Common — the  defire  of  holinefs  and 
of  continual  progrefs  towards  perfe6lion.— • 
Common — an  abaiing  confcioufnefs  of  their 
own  unworthinefs,  and  of  their  many  re- 
maining infirmities,  which  interpofe  fo  often 
to  corrupt  the  fimpjicity  of  their  intentions, 
to  thwart  the  execution  of  their  purer  pur- 
pofes,  and  fruftrate  the  refolutions  of  their 
better  hours. 

-  But  Ibme  perhaps,  who  will  not  dire6tiy 
oppofe  the  conclufions  for  which  we  have 
been  contending,  may  endeavour  to  elude 
them.  It  may  be  urged,  that  to  reprefent 
them  as  of  general  application,  is  going 
much  too   far;    and  however   true    in   the 

'     cafe 


cafe  of  fome  individuals  of  a  higher  ordeff,  sHcr. 
it  may  he  aflcrted  they  arc  not  applicable  ^  ^' 
to  ordinary  Chriftians ;  from  thefe  fo  much 
will  not  forely  be  expefted ;  and  herp  per- 
haps there  may  be  a  fecret  reference  to  that 
iuppofed  mitigation  of  the  requifitions  of  the 
divine  Law  under  the  Chriffian  difpeniiition, 
which  we  have  already  noticed  as  hieing  too 
prevalent  among  profeffing  Chriftians.  This 
is  (b  important  a  point  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  pafTed  over :  let  us  call  in  the  authority 
of  Scripture ;  where  the  difficulty  is  not  to 
find  proofs,  but  to  feled  with  difcretion  from 
the  multitude  which  pour  in  upon  us.  Here 
alfb,  as  in  former  inftances,  the  pofitive  in- 
junaions  of  Scripture  are  confirmed  and  il- 
luftrated  by  various  confiderations  and  infe- 
rences, fliggefted  by  other  parts  of  the  lacred 
Writings,  all  tending  to  the  lame  infallible 
conclufion. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  precepts  are  expreff-  f'^^^ 
ed  in  the  moft  general  terms ;  thrfre  is  no  tcrmt. 
hint  given,  that  any  perfbns  are  at  liberty  to 
conceive  themfelves  exempted  frOm  the  obli- 
gation of  them ;  and  in  any  who  are  difpoied 
to  urge  fuch  a  plea  of  exemption,  it  may  well 
excite  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfion  to  con«> 
fidcr  how  the  plea  would  be  received  by  an 

M  earthly 
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earthly  tribunal :  no  weak  argument  this  ta 
fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures^ 
and  who  know  how  often  God  is  there  re- 
prefented  as  reafbning  with  mankind  on  the 
principles,  which  they  have  eftabliftied  for 
their  dealings  with  each  other^ 

The  Pre-        BuT  ill  the  ncxt  place  the  precepts  of  the 
^^}J!bt.  Golpel  contain  within  themfelves  abundant 
caufcrc-     proofs  of  their  univerfal  application,  inaf- 
from  reia-   much  as  they  are  grounded  on  circumftances 
inon  to  aU  and  relations  common  to  all  ChrifUans,  and 
chriftians.  ^^  ^^  benefits  of  which,  even  our  Objec- 
tors themfelves  (though  they  would  evade 
the  praftical  dedudions  from  theni)  would 
not    be    willing    to   relinquifli   fheir   fhare^ 
Chriftians   "  are  not   their  own/*   becaufe 
**  they  are  bought  'with  a  price  ;'*   they  are 
not  "  to  live   unto  themfelves,  but  to  him 
^  that  died  for  them*j*  they  are  commanded 
to  do  the  moft  difficult  duties,  "  that  they 
**  may  be  the  children  of  their  Father  which 
^*  is  in  iieaven  *C^  and    **  except  a  man  he 
'  ^*  horn  again  of  the  Spirit'^  (thus  again  be- 
coming one  of  the  Ions  of  God)  ''  he  cannot 
**  enter  inta  the  kingdom  of  hec^en^^      It  is 
**  becaufe  they  arefonsj^  that  God  has  given 
them  what  in  Scripture  language  is  ftyled 
thefpirit  of  adapfton.  It  is  only  of  "  as  many 


"^  as. 
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*^  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God^^  that  it  is 
declared  that  "  they  are  the  fons  of  God  ;'* 
and  we  are  expret'sly  warned  (in  order  as  it 
were  to  prevent  any  flich  loofe  profeflion  of 
Chriftianity  as  that  which  We  are  here  com* 
bating)  "  If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
"  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his ^  In  ihort,  Chrit 
tians  in  general  are  every  where  denominated 
the  fervants  and  the  children  of  God,  and  are 
required  to  ferve  him  with  that  fubmiffivc 
obedience,  and  that  afFeftionate  promptitude 
of  duty,  which  belong  to  thbfe  endearing  re- 
lations. 

Estimate  next,  the  force  of  that  well   strong: 
known  paflage— ^*  Thou  (halt  love  the  Lord   &'^pj 
"  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart;  and  with  all  ^^f^^^. 
^  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  foul;  and  with   ^><>n»* 
^  all  thy  ftrength  !'*     iThe  injunftion  is  mul- 
tiplied on  us,  as  it  were,  to  filence  the  fb- 
phLftry  of  the  caviller,  and  to  fix  the  moft 
inconfiderate  mind.      And  though,  for  the 
fake  of  argument,  we  fhould  concede  for  the 
prefent,  that,  under  the  qualifications  formerly 
fuggejiedj   an  ardent   and    vigorous    afFedtion 
were   not  indifpenfably  required  of  us;  yet 
furely  if  the  words  have  any  meaning  at  all^ 
the  leaft  which  can  be  intended  by  them  is 
that  fettled  predominant  efleera  and  cordial 

M  2  preference 
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preference  for  which  we  are  now  contend- 
ing.     The   conclufion    which    this   paffage 
forces  on  us,  is  ftrikingly  confirmed  by  other 
parts  of  Scripture,  wherein  the  love  of  God 
is  pofitively  commended  to  the  whole  of  a 
Chriftian  church  * ;  or  wherein  the  want  of 
it*f,  or  wherein  its  not  being  the  chief  and 
ruling  afFeftion,  is  charged  on  perfbns  pro- 
fefling  themfelves  Chriftians,  as  being  fiiffl- 
cient  to  dilj^rove  their  claim  to  that  appella- ' 
tion,  or  as  being  equivalent  to  denying  it  \. 
Let  not  therefore  any  deceive  themfelves  by 
imagining,  that  only  an  abfolute  unqualified 
renunciation  of  the  defire  of  the  favour  of 
God  is  here  condemned.     God  will  not  ac-» 
cept  of  a  divided  afFe6lion ;  a  Jingle  heart, 
and  2i  Jingle  eye  are  in  exprefs  terms  declared 
to  be  indifpenfably  required  of  us.     We  arc 
ordered,  under  the  figure  of  amaffing  hea- 
venly treafure,  to  make  the  favour  and  fer- 
vice  of  God  our  chief  purfiiit,  for  this  very 
reafon,  becaufe  "  where  our  treafure  is^  there 
"  will  our  hearts  be  alfo^     It  is  on  this  prin- 
ciple that  in  fpeaking  of  particular  vices,  fuch 
phrafes  are  often  ufed  in  Scripture,  as  fuggeft 

♦  2  Cor.  xiii.  14. 

f  I  John,  iii.  ly.^i— Roou  xvi.  18.— Compared  with 

Philip,  iii.  19. 
X  %  Tim.  liL  4. 

that 
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that  their  criminality  mainly  confifts  in  draw-  sect. 
ing  away  the  heart  from  Him  who  is  the  ^  Jf- 
juft  objeft  of  its  preference ;  and  that  fins, 
which  we  might  think  very  different  in  cri- 
minality, are  clafled  together,  becaufe  they 
all  agree  in  this  grand  charafter.  Nor  is 
this  preference  aflerted  only  over  afFeftions 
which  are  vicious  in  themfelves,  and  to 
which  therefore  Chriftianity  might  well  be 
fiippofed  hoftile  ;  but  over  thofe  alfo  which 
in  their  juft  meafiire  are  not  only  lawful,  but 
even  moft  ftrongly  enjoined  on  us.  "  HiJ 
*•  that  loveth  father  and  mother  more  than 
me,**  lays  our  bleffed  Saviour,  **  is  not 
worthy  of  me  ;**  "  and  he  that  loveth  (on 
"  or  daughter  mor^  than  me,  is  not  worthy 
^  of  me  *.'*  The  ipirit  of  thele  injunftions 
harmonizes  with  mauy  commendations  in 
Scripture  of  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God ; 
as  well  as  with  that  ftrong  expreflion  of  dif- 
^ft  and  abhorrence  with  which  the  luke- 
warm, thole  that  are  neither  cold  nor  hot, 
are  fpokcn  of  as  being  more  loathfome.  and 
offenfive  than  even  open  and  avowed  ene- 
mies^ 

Another  clafs  of  inftances  tending  to  the 
feme  point   is  furnilhed  by  thofe  many  paf- 

♦  Matt.  X.  37^ 
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fages  of  Scripture,  wherein  the  promoting  of 
the  glory  of  God  is  commanded  as  our  {ut 
preme  and  univerfal  aim,  and  wherein  the 
honour  due  unto  Hm  is  declared  to  be  that 
in  which  he  will  allow  no  competitor  to  par-  • 
ticipate.  On  this  head  indeed  the  Holy 
Scriptures  are,  if  pofllble,  more  peremptory 
than  on  the  former ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
fo  full  as  to  render  particular  citations  un-r 
neceflary  to  thofe  who  have  ever  fb  little  ac-r 
quaintance  with  the  word  of  God. 

To  put  the  fame  thing  therefore  in  aur 
other  light.  All  who  h^ve  read  the  Scrip- 
tures muft  confefs  that  idolatry  is  the  crime 
againft  which  God's  higheft  refentmcnt  is 
cxprefTed,  and  his  fevereft  punifliment  de- 
nounced. But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves. 
It  is  not  in  bowing  the  knee  to  idpls  that 
idolatry  confifts,  fb  much  as  in  the  inter- 
nal homage  of  the  heart ;  as  in  feeling  to- 
wards them  any  of  that  fuprcme  love,  or 
reverence,  or  gratitude,  which  God  rcferve^ 
to  hincifelf  as  his  own  cxclufiye  prerogative. 
On  the  fame  principle,  whatever  elfe  draw5 
off  the  heart  from  him,  engrofTcs  our  prime 
rqgard,  and  holds  the  chief  place  in  our  ef- 
teem  and  afFeftions,  that^  in  the  eflimation  of 
reafbn,  is  no  lefs  an  idol  to  us,  than  an  image 
2  •  of 


it 
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of  wood  or  ftone  would  be ;  before  which 
we  (hould  fall  down  and  worfliip.  Think 
not  this  a  ftrainfed  analogy;  it  is  the  very 
language  and  argument  of  in{piration.  The 
fervant  of  God  is  commanded  not  to  fet  up 
his  idol  in  his  Heart  \  and  fenfuality  and  co- 
vetoufnefs  are  repeatedly  termed  Idolatry. 
The  lame  God  who  declares — ^^  My  glory 
♦*  will  I  not  give  to  another,  neither  my 
^*  praife  to  graven  images ^^^  declares  aKb— 
Let  not  the  wife  man  glory  in  his  wifdom, 
neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his 
might ;  let  not  the  rich  man  glmy  in  his 
**  riches  */*  "  No  flefli  may  glory  in  his 
♦*  prefence  ;'*  "  he  that  glorieth^  let  him  glory 
^  in  the  Lord."  The  fiidden  vengeance  by 
which  the  vain-g-lorious  oftentation  of  Herod 
was  punilhed,  when,  acquiefcing  in  the  fer- 
vile  adulation  of  an  admiring  multitude,  "  he 
•♦*  gave  not  God  the  glory ^^^  is  a  dreadful 
comment  on  thefc  injunftions. 

These   aweful  declarations,  it  is  to  be  Extreme 
feared,  are  little  regarded.     Let  the  Great,  Ilfthc'*"^* 
and  the  Wife,  and  the  Learned,  and  the  Sue-  'J^/^n: 
cefsful,  lay  them  ferioufly  to  heart,  and  labour  fi<i«rat»on«* 
Ijabitually  to  confider  their  Superiority,  whe- 

9 

♦  Jcrcm.  ix.  23% 
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ther  derived  from  nature,  or  ftudy,  or  for- 
tune, as  the  unmerited  bounty  of  God.  This 
rcfledlion  will  naturally  tend  to  produce  a 
difpofition,  in  all  refpedls  the  oppolite  to  that 
proud  felf-complacency  fo  apt  to  grow  upon 
the  hupian  heart:  a  difpofition  honourable 
to  God,  and  ufeful  to  man,  a  temper  com- 
pofed  of  reverence,  humility,  and  gratitude, 
and  dchghting  to  be  engaged  in  the  praifes, 
and  employed  in  the  benevolent  fervice  of 
the  univcrfal  Benefaftor. 

But,  to  return  to  our  fubjcft,  it  only  re* 
mains  to  be  remarked,  that  here  as  in  the 
former  inflances,  the  charafters  of  the  righ- 
teous and  of  the  wicked,  as  delineated  in 
Scripture,  exaftly  correfpond  with  the  re- 
prefentations  which  have  been  given  of  the 
Scripture  ipjujiftions. 

The  neceflity  of  this  cordial  unrcferved 
devotednefs  to  the  glory  and  fervice  of  God, 
as  being  indifpenfable  to  the  chara6ter  of  the 
true  Chriflian,  h^s  been  infifted  on  at  the 
greater  length,  not  only  on  account  of  its 
Qwn  extreme  importance,  but  alfo  becaufe  if 
appears  to  h6  a  duty  too  generally  bverlookr 
ed.  Once  well  eflablifhed,  it  will  ferve  as  a 
fundamental  principle  both  for  the  govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  the  heart  and  regulation  of  the  con- 
duct; and  will  prove  eminently  ufeful  in  the 
decifion  of  many  pradtical  cafes,  which  it 
xnight  be  difficult  to  bring  under  the  undif- 
puted  operation  of  any  fubordinate  or  appro* 
priate  rule. 


Sect.    II. 

AND  now,  having  endeavoured  to  efta- 
blifti  the  ftri6lnefs,  and  to  aicertajn  the  effen- 
tial  charafter  of  true  pradical  Chriftianity, 
let  us  invcftigate  a  little  more  in  detail  the 
praftical  fyftem  of  the  bulk  of  profeffed 
Chriftians  among  ourfelves  *• 

It  was  formerly  remarked,  that  the  whole  Gcncwi . 

fubjeft  of  Religion  was  often  viewed  from  pfala^cai 

fuch  a  diftance  as .  to  be  feen  only  in  the  ^^^^ 

c^rofs.     We  now,  it  is  to  be  feared,  (hall  find  w^'^^^of 

o  ♦•      .  1         nominal 

too  much  caufe  for  believing;  that  they  who  Chrittiant. 

,  -.     -  111/--        ibtcdaod 

approach  a  little  nearer,  and  do  dilcovcr  m  iiiuftrated* 

*  It  will  be  remembered  by  the  reader,  that  it  is  not  the 
objedl  of  this  work  to  animadvert  on  the  vices,  dcfefts,  and 
erroneous  opinions  of  the  times,  except  fo  far  as  they  are 
received  into  the  prevailing  religious  fyftem,  or  arc  toje- 
rated^y  it,  apd  are  not  thought  fufficicnt  to  prevent  a  man 
from  being  eftccmed  on  the  whole  a  very  tolerable  Cluif- 
cian. 

Chriftianity 
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Chriftianity  fomewhat  of  a  diftin6i:  form,  yet 
come  not  clofe  enough  to  difcern  her  pecu- 
liar lineaments  and  conformation.  The  wri* 
ter  muft  not  be  underftood  to  mean  that  the 
feveral  mifconceptions,  which  he  fhall  have 
occafion  to  point  out,  will  be  generally  found 
to  exift  with  any  thing  Hke  precifion,  much 
lefs  that  they  are  regularly  digefted  into  a 
fyftem ;  nor  will  it  be  expeded  they  all  fliould 
meet  in  the  fame  perfon,  nor  that  they  will 
not  be  found  in  different  people,  and  under 
different  circumflances,  varioufly  blended, 
combined,  and  modified.  It  will  be  enough 
if  we  fiicceed  in  tracing  out  great  and  gene-» 
ral  outlines.  The  human  countenance  may 
be  Well  dcfcribed  by  its  general  chara6ters, 
though  infinitely  varied  by  the  peculiaYities 
which  belong  to  different  individuals,  an4 
often  by  fuch  fhades  and  minutenefTes  of *dif» 
ference,  as  though  abundantly  obvious  to  our 
perceptions,  yet  would  exceed  the  power  of 
definition  to  difcriminate,  or  even  of  language 
to  expreis, 

A  VERY  erroneous  notion  appears  to  pre** 
^  ail  concerning  the  true  nature  of  Religion, 
Religion,  agreeably  to  what  has  been  already 
flated,  (the  importance  of  the  fubjed  will 
cxcufe  repetition)  may  be  confidcred  as  the 

implantation 
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implantation  of  a  vigorous  and  aftive  prin- 
ciple ;  it  is  leated  in  the  heart,  where  its  au- 
thority is  recognized  as  fupreme,  whence  by 
degrees  it  expels  whatever  is  oppofed  to  it, 
and  where  it  gradually  brings  all  the  affec- 
tions and  dcfires  under  its  complete  controul 
and  regulation. 

But  though  the  heart  be  its  fpecial  refi- 
idence,  it  may  be  faid  to  pofleis  in  a  degree 
the  ubiquity  of  its  Divine  Author.     Every 
endeavour  and  purfuit  muft  acknowledge  its 
prefence ;  and  whatever  receives  not  its  {a* 
cred  ftamp,  is  to  be  condenaned  as  inherently 
defe6live,  and  is  to  be  at  once  relinquifhed. 
It  is  like  the  principle  of  vitality,  which,  ani- 
mating every  part,  lives  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  human   body,  and  communicates  its 
kindly  ix^uence  to  the  fmalleft  and  remoteft 
fibres  of  the  frame.     But  the  notion  of  Re-. 
ligiou  entertained  by  many  among  us  feems 
^together  different.     They  begin  indeed,  iix 
fiibmiflion  to  her  clear  prohibitions,  by  fenc-* 
ing  off  from  the  fi^ld  of  human  aftion,  a  cer- 
tain diftri61,  which,  though  it  in  many  parts, 
bear   fruits  on   which  they  caft  a  longing 
eye,  they  cannot  but  confefs  to  be  forbidden 
ground*      They   next   affign  to  Religion  a 
poxtion,  larger  or  fmaller  according  to  whatn 

ever 
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ever  may  be  their  circumftances  and  views, 
in  which  however  (he  is  to  poffefs  merely 
a  qualified  jurifdiftion,  and  having  fo  done, 
they  conceive  that  without  let  or  hindrance 
they  have  a  right  to  range  at  will  over  the 
Ij^acious  remainder.  Religion  can  claim  only 
a  ftated  proportion  of  their  thoughts,  their 
time,  their  fortune,  and  influence ;  and  of 
thele,  or  perhaps  of  any  of  them,  if  they 
make  her  any  thing  of  a  liberal  allowance, 
fhc  may  well  be  fatisfied  :  the  reft  is  -now 
their  own  to  do  what  they  will  with ;  they 
have  paid  their  tythes,  fay  rather  tlicir  com^ 
polition,  the  demands  of  the  Church  are  fit-^ 
tisfied,  and  they  may  liirely  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  what  fhe  has  left  without  moleftatio^ 
or  interference^ 

General  It  is  fcarccly  pofllble  to  ftate  too  ftrongljr 

^ciKcs  of  the  mifchief  which  refults  from  this  funda* 
m^mbned  "^^^"^t^l  crror.  At  the  fame  time  its  confe*. 
error.  qucnccs  are  fo  natural  and  obvious,  that  one 
would  think  it  (carccly  poflible  not  to  forefec 
that  they  muft  infallibly  follow.  The  greateft 
part  of  human  aftions  is  confidered  as  indif- 
ferent. If  men  are  not  chargeable  with  ac- 
tual vices,  and  are  decent  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  religious  duties;  if  they  do  not  ftray 
into  the  forbidden  ground,  if  they  relpeil  the 

rights 
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rights  of  the  conceded  allotment,  what  more 
can  be  expected  from  them  ?  Inftead  of  keep- 
ing at  a  diftance  from  alljin^  in  which  alone 
confifls  our  fafety,  they  will  be  apt  not  to 
care  how  near  they  approach  what  they  con- 
ceive to  be  the  boundary  line  ;  if  they  have 
not  a£hially  pafled  it,  there  is  no  harm  done, 
it  is  no  trefpafs.  Thus  the  free  and  active 
ipirit  of  Religion  is  "  cribbed  and  hemmed 
^  in^*'  Ihe  is  checked  in  her  diipofition  to 
expand  her  territory,  and  enlarge  the  circle 
of  her  influence.  She  muft  keep  to  her  pre- 
fcribed  confines,  and  every  attempt  to  extend 
them  will  be  refifted  as  an  encroachment. 

But  this  is  not  all.     Since  whatever  can 
be  gained  from  her  allotment,  or  whatever 
can  be  taken  in  from  the  forbidden  ground, 
will  be  fo  much  of  addition  to  that  land  of 
liberty,  where  men  may  roam  at  large,  free 
from  reftraint  or  molcftation,  they  will  of 
courfe  be  conftantly,  and  almoft  infeniibly, 
flraitening  and  preffing  upon  the  limits  of 
the  religious  allotment  on  the  one  hand ;  and 
on  the  other,  will  be  removing  back  a  little 
farther  and  farther  the  fence  which  abriage^ 
them  on  the  fide  of  the  forbidden  ground. 
If  Religion  attempt  for  a  time  to  defend  her 
frontier^  (he  by  degrees   gives  way*      The 

ipace 
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fpace  (he  occupies  diminifhes  till  it  be  fcarce- 
ly  difcernible ;  whilft,  her  fpirit  extinguilhed, 
and  her  force  deftroyed,  fhe  is  little  more 
than  the  nominal  pofleffor  even  of  the  con- 
trafted  limits  to  which  Ihe  has  been  avowedly 
reduced. 

The  pre-  This  it  is  to  be  feared  is  but  too  faithful 
ft^c"mcnt  ^  reprefentation  of  the  general  ftate  of  things 
confirmed    amoujc  ourfelves.      The  promotion  of  the 

by  an  ap-  o  i  ^ 

iKai  tova.  glory  of  God,  and  the  poffeffion  of  his  favour, 
fesofno.    are  no  longer  recognized  as  the  objefts  of 
chiiiiians.  our  highcft  regard,  and  moft  ftrenuous  en- 
deavours;  as  furnifliing  to  us,  a  vigorous, 
habitual,  and  univerfal  princiiple  of  a£tion. 
We  fet  up  for  ourfelves :  we  are  become  our 
oAai  matters.      The  fenfe  of  conftant   ho-" 
mage  and  continual  fervice  is  irkfbmc  and 
galling  to  us ;  and  we  rejoice  in  being  eman- 
cipated from  it,  as  from  a  fl:ate  of  bafe  and 
fervile   villainage.      Thus    the  very  tenure 
and  condition,  by  which  life  and  all  its  pof- 
feffions  are  held,  undergo  a  total  change: 
our  faculties  and  powers  are  now  our  own: 
whatever  \Ve  have  is  regarded  rather  as  a 
jfroperty  than  as  a  truft;   or  if  there  flill 
exift  the  remembrance  of  fomc  paramount 
claim,  we   are   fatisfied  with  an  occafional" 
acknowledgment  of  a  nominal  right ;  we  pay 

our. 
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our  pepper  corn,  and  take  our  eftates  to  our-     ^ect* 
lelves  ill  full  and  free  enjoyment.  ^  ^^ 

Hence  it  is  that  fo  little  fenfeof  refponfi- 
bility  feems  attached  to  the  poffeffion  of  high 
rank,  or  fpleiidid  abilities,  or  affluent  forr. 
tunes,  or  other  means  or  inftruments  of  ufe-r 
fulnefs*   The  inftru6live  admonitions,  '^  give 
•*  an  account  of  thy  ftewardfliip," — '^  occupy 
"  till  I  come ;"  are  forgotten.     Or  if  it  be 
acknowledged  by  fome  men  of  larger  views 
than  ordinary,  that  a  jeference  is  to  be  had 
to  Ibme  principle  iuperior  to  that  of  our  own 
gratification,  it  is,  at  beft,  to  the  good  of 
Ibciety,  or  to  the  welfare  of  our  families: 
and  even  then  the  obligations  refulting  from 
thefe  relations,  are  feldom  enforced  on  us  by 
any   higher  fanftions   than  thofe  of  family 
comfort,  and  of  worldly  intereft  or  eftima- 
tion.     Befides;   what  multitudes  of  perfons 
are  there,  people  without  families,  in  pri- 
vate ftations,  or  of  a  retired  turn,  to  whom 
they  are  fcarcely  held  to  apply !   and  what 
multitudes  of  cafes    to  which  it  would  be 
thought  unneceiTary   Icrupulofity   to  extend 
them !    Accordingly  we  find  tnfa^^  that  the 
generality   of  mankind   among    the   higher 
wder^  ill  the  formation  of  their  Ichemes,  in 

the 
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the  (eleftion  of  their  ftudies,  in  the  choice  of 
their  place  of  refidence,  in  the  employ- 
ment and  diftribution  of  their  time,  in  their 
thoughts,  converfation,  and  amufements,  arc 
confidered  as  being  at  liberty,  if  there  be  no 
actual  vice,  to  confult  in  the  main  their  own 
gratification. 

Thus  the  generous  and  wakeful  Ipirit  of 
Chriftian  Benevolence,  feeking  ancf  finding 
every  where  occafions  for  its  exercife,  is  ex- 
ploded, and  a  lyftem  of  decent  felfijhnefs  is 
avowedly  eftabliihed  in  its  ftead ;  a  fyftem 
fcarcely  more  to  be  abjured  for  its  impiety, 
than  to  be  abhorred  for  its  cold  infenfibility 
to  the  opportunities  of  diffufing  happinefs. 
The  Idle  "  Have  we  no  families,  or  are  they  provided 
andDiffi.    ((  j-^j. p    ^j.^  ^^  wealthy, and  bred  to  no  pro- 

"  feflion  ?  Are  we  young  and  lively,  and  in 
the  gaiety  and  vigour  of  youth  ?  Surely  we 
may  be  allowed  to  take  our  pleafure.  Wc 
"  neglect  no  duty,  we  live  in  no  vice,  wc 
"  do  nobody  any  harm,  and  have  a  right 
*'  to  amufe  ourfelves.  We  have  nothing 
"  better  to  do,  we  wifh  we  had  ;  our  time 
**  hangs  heavy  on  our  hands  for  want  of 
**  it/' 


I  PITY 
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t  PITY  the  man  who  caii  travel  frdm  Dan  sbct. 
to  Beer-fheba^  and  cry  "  It  is  all  barren,"  ^  J^^ 
tio  jKlan  has  a  right  to  be  idle-^Not  to  fpeak 
bf  thit  great  work  which  we  all  have  to  ac- 
compliihy  arid  liirely  £he  wh/e  attention  of 
d  ihort  and  precarious  life  is  not  more  than 
an  eternal  intereft  may  well  require  j  where 
is  it  that  in  fiich  a  world  as  this^  health  and 
leiiure  and  affluence  may  not  find  ibme  igno- 
rance to  inftru6f ,  ibme  wrong  to  redrefs,  fome 
want  to  fiipply^  Ibme  mifery  to  alleviate? 
i^hall  Ambition  and  Avarice  never  fleep? 
i^hall  they  never  want  objefts  on  which  to 
£a£tcn}  Shall  they  be  fo  obfervant  to  diA 
cover,  fo  acute  to  difcern,  fo  es^r,  fo  patient 
to  puriiie^  and  Ihall  the  Benevolence  of  Chrif- 
tians  want  employment  ? 

Yet  thus  life  rolls  away  with  too  many  of 
tis  in  a  courfe  of  *^  Ihapelefs  idlenefs/'  Its 
recreations  conftitute  its  chief  bufinefs.  Wa- 
tering places— ^the  fports  of  the  field— ^K:ards  S 
never  failing  cards ! — ^the  affembly — ^the  thca- 
£rc— all  contribute  their  aid — ^amiifements 
are  multiplied,  and  combined,  and  varied, 
**  to  fill  up  the  void  of  a  liftlefe  and  languid 
^^  life;"  and  by  the  judicious  ufe  of  thcfe  dif* 
ferent  refources,  there  is  ofteiv  a  kind  of 
ibber  fettled  plan  of  domeflic  diffipation,  in 

N  which 
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which  with  all  imaginable  ckcency  year  af- 
ter year  wears  away  in  unprofitable  vacancy^ 
£ven  old  age  often  finds  us  pacing  in  the 
fame  round  of  an*ufements,  which  our  early 
'youth  had  tracked  out.  Meanwhile,  being 
.confcious  that  we  are  not  giving  into  any  fla- 
grant vice,  perhaps  that  we  are  guilty  of  no 
irregularity,  and,  it  may  be,  that  we  are  not 
iiegleding  the  offices  of  Religion,  we  per- 
iuade  ourfelves  that  we  need  not  be  ufteafy* 
In  the  main  we  do  not  fall  below  the  general 
ftandard  of  morals,  of  the  clals  and  ftatioii 
ito  which  we  belong,  we  may  therefore  allow 
iourfelves  to  glide  down  the  ftream  without 
:apprehenfion  of  the  confequehces^ 

inthcVc-  Some,  of  a  chara6ter  often  hardly  to  be 
fcnfua?  diftinguiflhed  from  the  clafs  we  have  been 
pieafurw.     j^f).  defcribing,  take  up   with  fenfual  plea- 

viures.  The  chief  happinefs  of  their  lives 
-confifts  in  one  fpecies  or  another  of  animal 
gratification ;  and  thcfe  perfons  perhaps  will 
•be  found  to  compofe  a  pretty  large  delcrip* 
tion.  It  will  be  remembeired,  that  it  betongs 
^ot  to  our  purpofe  to  fpe^k  of  the  grofely 
and  Icandaloufly  profligate,  who  renounce  all 
pretenfions  to  the  name  of  Chriftians :  but  of  • 
thole  who,  maintaining  a  certain  decency  of 
xrharader,  and  perhaps  being  tolerably  obfcr- 
-        •  —  vant 
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Vint  of  fhe  forms  of  Religion,  may  yet  be  not    sect*^ 
iinproperly  termed  /ol^er  fenfualijis.     Thefe, 
though  lefs  impetuous  and  niore  meafured, 
are  hot  lefs  ftaunch  and  fteady,  than-  the 
profeued  votaries  of  licentious  f)lettfure,  ill 

«  ■  ■  ■  • 

the  puffUit  of  their  favourite  objeds.  •*  M&r- 
•*  tify  the  flelh,  with  its  afFeftions  and  lufts,** 
is  the  Chriftian  precept ;  a .  foft  luxurious 
cfOUrfe  of  habitual  iridulgenee,  is  iht  praaice 
of  the  bulk  of  modern  Chriftians :  arid  that 
cionftant  moderation,  that  wholefbme  difci- 
pline  of  reftraint  and  felf-denial,  which  are 
fequifite  to  prevent  the  unperceived  en-^ 
croachments  of  the  inferior  appetites,  fcem' 
altogether  difiifed,  as  the  exploded  aufteri- 

ties  of  raonkifh  fuperftition. 

.  .   .  ■  •  °  I 

■  s  -  % 

CHArstiANiry  calls  hef  profeffbrs  to  a' 
ft  ate  of  diligent  watchfulnefs  and  aftive  fer-^ 
vices.  But  the  perlbns  of  "whom  we  are* 
now*  Ipeaking,  forgetting  alike  the  duties' 
they  owe  to  themfelves  and  to  their  fellow-! 
creatures,  often  ad  as  though  their  condition 
were  hieant  to  be  a  ftate  of  uniform  '  indul- 
gence, and  vacant,  unprofitable -floth".  To 
rtiuitiply  the  comforts  of  affluence,  to  pro-* 
vide  for  the  gratification .  of  appetite,  to  be* 
luScurious  without  difeales^  and  indolent  with- 
out laffitude,  feems  the.  chief  ftudy .  of  their- 
'        '  N  2  lives. 
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lives.  Nor  caii  they  be  clearly  exempted 
from  this  clais^  who,  by  a  common  crror^ 
iubftituting  the  meai»  for  the  end^  make  the 
prefervatioii  of  health  and  Spirits,  not  as  in- 
ftruments  of  ufefulnefs>  but  as  fburces  of 
pleafure^  their  great  bu&ieia  aod  continual 
care- 
In  tfteVo-  Others  agaia  feem  more  to  attach  them- 
pompind  felves  to  what  have  been  well  termed  the 
f^^^^^  <  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  world/  Mag- 
nificent houfes,  grand  ec^uipages,  nnmerous 
retinues,  fplendid  entertainments,  high  antT 
faihionable  conne6lions,  appear  to  conftitute^ 
in  their  eilimation,  the  fupreme  happine&  of 
life.  This  clafs  too,  if  we  miftake  not,  will 
be  found  numerous  in  our  days  ;  for  it  muft 
be  coniidered,  that  it  is  the  ^eart^fet  on  tk^c 
things  J  which  cooilitutes  the  effential  charac* 
ter#  It  often  happens,  that  perfpns,  to  wboie 
rank  and  Nation  thefe  indulgences  moft  pro* 
perly  belong,  are  moft  indiiferent  to  them. 
The  undue  folicitude  about  them  is  more  vi- 
able in  perfons  of  inferior  conditions  and, 
finaller  fortunes,  m  whom  it  is  not  rarely 
deteded  by  the  iludious  contrivances  of  a 
milapplied  iiagenuity  to  reconcile  parade  witfi 
oeconomy,  and  glitter  at  a  cheap  rate.  But 
this  temper  of  difplay  and  competition  is  a 

dire6i 


Of   MrACTtCAL   CHRIS  TJAl^ITr. 

dlreft  contraft  to  the  lowly,  mode():,  unaf- 
^ming  carriage  of  the  true  ChriOiaa :  and 
tvberever  there  is  an  evidtot  e^rt  and  flrug-^ 
gle  to  excel  in  the  particulars  here  in  quef-% 
tion»  a  manifcft  wifli  thus  to  rival  fuperiors^ 
ta  outftnp  equals,  to  dazzle  iuferiors  ;•  it  l9 
tnanifefl:  the  great  end  of  life,  and  of  aU  it#^ 
poffefiions,  is  too  little  kept  in  view,  and  it  is 
Id  be  feared  that  the  gritificatioti  of  a  vain 
oftentatious  humdur  k  the  predoofiinant  dif- 
pdfition  of  the  heart. 
,  ■  <   ■ 

As  there  is  a  Ibber  fenfoality,  fo  is  there  in  Ac  Vo. 
alfo  a  ibber  avarice,  ai^  a  ^er  ambition.  w«kh°Ld 
The  commercial  and  the  profetffional  world  *™^"»«»* 
cohipofe  the  chief  fjihere  of  their  influence. 
They  are  often  recognized  and  openly  avow- 
ed as  jud:  mafter  principles  of  action.  But 
where  this  is  not  the  cafe,  they  aflume  fuch 
plaufible  ihapes,  are  called  by  fuch  fpecious 
names,  and  urge  iUch  pOM'orful  pieas,  that 
they  are  received  with  cordiality,  and  IbfFered 
to  gather  ftrength  without  fuipicion.  The 
feducing  confideratioQS  of  diligence  hi  our 
callings,  of  fuccefs  in  our  profeffion,  of  mak<- 
kig  handfbme  provifibn^  for  our  children,  be- 
guile our  better  judgeinents.  **  Wc  rife  early, 
f*  and  late  take  reft,  and  eat  the  btead  of 
<*  carefulnefs.*'     In  our  few  inter\'als  of  lei- 

N  3  fure, 
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CHAP.  furCt  pur  exhauftcd  fpirits  require  refrefli'* 
^7"  taent;.  the  ferious  concerns  of  our  immortal 
ibulsy  are  matters  of  {peculation  too  grave  and 
gloomy  to  anfwerthe  purpofe,  and  we  jly  to 
^nnething.that  may  better  deferve  the  name 
of  rel^ation^iill  we  are  again  iummoned  to 
♦hip  daily  laboufs  of  our  employment.  .  . : 


k  »\^  t  *  a  —   *-tk  .'V- 


Meanwhile  Religion  feldom  H:6mes^  in 
our  way^  fcatcely .occurs  to  our  thoughts; 
and  when  fbme  fecret  mifgivings.  begin  to^ 
be  felt  on  this  head,  company  foon  drowns, 
'  amufements  di(Iipate,  or  habitual  occupations 
infeij/ibly  displace  or  fmother  the  riling  apv. 
prehenfion,  Profeflional  and  commercial  men 
perhaps,  efpecially  when  they  happen:  tp  .  be 
peribns  of  more  than  ordinary  feflefiion,  or 
of  early  habits  of  piety,  not  quite  worn  away,' 
efefily  quiet  their  confciences  .by  the  plea,  that 
neceflary  attention  to  their  buiinefs  leav^ 
them  no  tkrie  to  think  on  thefe  ferioijs  fiibtr 
jjeds  at  prefect.  **  Men  of  leifiire  they:  cony 
^  fefs  (hould  confider  them ;  they  themfclyea 
*^  will  do  it  herciafter  when  rfiey  retire; 
meanwhile .  they  are  .ufefuUy  or  at  leaft 
innocently  employed."  Thus  bufinefs  and. 
pleafiire  fill  up  our  time,  and  the  "  one  thing 
^  needfdl,"  is  forgotten.  Relpeded  b^  others, 

and* 
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and  fecretly  applauding  ourfelves  (perhaps 
congratulating  ourielves  that  we  are  not  like'  ^^ 
fiich  an  one  who  is  a  fpendtbrift-  or  a  mere 
man  of  plea(ure,  or  fuch  another  who  is  a. 
notorious  mifer)  the  true  principle  of  aftion 
is  no  lefs  wanting  in  us,  and  perfonal  ad- 
vancement, or  the  acquifition  of  wealth,  is  the 
objeft  of  our  flipreme  defires  and  predomi- 
nant purfuit* 

It  would  be  to  prefume  too  much  on  the' 
reader^s  patience  to  attempt  a  delineation  of 
the  charafters  of  the  politician,  the  meta-' 
phyfician,  the  fcholar,  the  poet,  the  virtuofo, 
the  man  of  tafte,  in  all  their  varieties.     Of 
thcfcrand  many  othe^  clafles  which  might  be 
enumerated,  fuffice  it  to  remark,  and-  to  ap- 
peal to  every  man's  own  experience  for  the 
truth  of  the  obfervation,  that  they  in   like 
manner  aro  .often  completely  engroflcd  by 
the  objefts    of  their  feveral   puiiuits.      In' 
many  of  thefe  cafes  indeed  a  generous  fj)irit' 
fiirrenders  itfelf  wholly  up  with  the  lefs  re-- 
ferve,  and  continues  aWbrbed  with  the  fuller  * 
confidence,  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  not  be- 
ing led  to  its  objeft  by  felf-interefted  mofives. 
,Here  therefore  thefe  men  are  ardent,  aftive/ 
laborious,  perfevering,  and  they  think,  and 
-  •       ^  N  4  Ipeak, 
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cttAp.    ^p^k^  ^Q^  ^^9  ^  thofcy  whoie  happiaeik 
IV.       wholly  turns  on  the  fuccefs  or  failure  of  their 
endeavours.     When  fuch  is  the  undifturbed 
composure  of  ijiere  triflers,  it  is  lefs  wonderful 
that  the  votaries  of  learning  and  of  tafte,  when 
abforbed  in  their  feveral  puriliits,  fhould  be 
able  to  check  ftill  more  eafily  any  growing 
appreheniion,  lilencing  it  by  the  fuggeftioo, 
that  they  are  more  than  harmlefsly,  that  they 
are  meritonoufly  employed.      "  Surely  the 
^*  thanks  of  mankind  are  juftly  paid  to  thofe 
^  more  refined  ipirits  who,  fuperior  alike  tp 
^^  the  feduAions  of  eafe,  and  the  temptations 
"  of  avarice,  devote  their  time  and  talents  tq 
the  lefs  gainful  labours  of  increafing  the 
flores  of  learning  or  enlarging  the  bounds* 
ries  of  fcience  ;  who  are  engaged  in  raifing 
^^  the  charaii^er  and  condition  of  fociety,  by 
"  improving  the  liberal  arts,  and  adding  to 
**  the  innocent  pleafures  or  elegant  accom-* 
*^  pliflimeftts  of  life."     Let  not  the  writer  bo 
fb  far  mi{iinder{lxx)d,  as  to  be  iiippofeKi  to  in<« 
iinuate  that  Religion  is  an  enemy  to  the  pur-- 
iiiits  of  tafle,  much  lefs  to  thofe  of  learning 
^nd  of  fcience.   Let  thefe  have  their  due  place 
in  the  eftimation  of  mankind  ;  but  this  mufl: 
not  be  the  higheji  place.     Let  them  know 
their  ]\x^Jubordmation.    They  deferve  not  tp 
%  be 
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|>e  the  primary  cx)nccrn,  for  there  is  another,    sect, 
to  which  ia  importance  they  bear  no  more       ii. 
proportiQ^  than  pur  ipaa  of  exiilence  to  eter* 

.  Thus  the  center  to  which  the  chief  defires  Conciufion 
pf  the  heart  Oiould  tend^  lofing  its  attradive  pS^^ng 
force,   our  afFe<aions  are  permitted  without  ^d*«^. 
^ontroul  to  take  that  courfe,  whatever  it  may  ^^^ 
be,  which  beft  fuits  our  natural  temper,  or  to  abor* 
which  they  are  impelled  by  our  various  fitua^ 
tions  and  circumflances*  Sometimes  they  ma- 
mfeftly  appear  to  be  almoft  entirely  confined 
to  a  fingle  tr^ck ;  but  perhaps  more  frequent* 
ly  the  lines  in  which  they  move  are  fo  inter*- 
imngled  and  diverfified,  that  it  becomes  not  a 
little  difficult,  even  when  we  look  into  our* 
jfelves,  to  alcertain  the  objefi  by  which  they 
are  chiefly  attradled,  or  to  eflimate  with  pre- 
cUi^  the  amount  of  their  feveral  forces,  ii^ 
the  different  dire^ions  in  which  they  move. 
*^  Know  tbyfelfj"  is  in  truth  an  injunftion 
with  which  the  carelefs  and  the  indolent  can- 
not comply*   Fpr  this  compliance,  it  is  requi- 
fite^  in  obedience   to  the  fcripture  precept, 
*•  to  keep  the  heart  with  all  diligence."  Man- 
kind are   in  general  deplorably  ignorant  of 
their  true  flate ;  and  there  are  few  perhaps 
whp  h^ve  any  adequate  conception  of  the  real 

fbrength 
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:h  AP.  ftrerigth  of  the  ties,  by  which  they  are  bound 
to  the  feveral  objefts  of  (heir  attachment,  or 
who  are  aware  how  fmall  a  Ihare  of  their  re- 
gard is  pofleffed  by  thofe  concerns  on  which 
it  ought  to  be  fupremely  fixed. 

But  if  it  be  indeed  true,  that  except  the 
afFeftions  of  the  foul  be  fupremely  fixed  on 
God  ;  that  unlefs  it  be  the  leading  and  govern^ 
ing  dejire  and  primaty  furfuit  to  poflefs  his 
favour  and  promote  his  glory,  we  are  confi- 
dered  as  having  transferred  our  fealty  to  an 
ufurper,  and  as  being  in  fa6t  revolters  frSm 
our  lawful  Ibvereign ;  if  this  be  indeed  the 
Scripture  do6lrine,  all  the  feveral  attach«> 
ments  which  have  been  lately  enumerated^ 
of  the  different  clafles  of  fbciety,  wherever 
they  intereft  the  afFedions,  and  pofiefs  the 
(bul  in  any  fiich  meafiire  of  ftrength  as  de- 
ieiTCS  to  be  called  predominance^  are  but  fb 
many  varied  expreffions  of  diJJayaliy.  God 
requires  to  let  up  his  throne  in  the  heartjj 
and  to  reign  in  it  without  a  rival :  if  he  be 
kept  out  of  his  right,  it  matters  not  by  what 
pompetitor.  The  revolt  may  be  more  avowed 
or  more  iecret ;  it  may  be  the  treafon  of  deli- 
berate preference^  or  of  inconfiderate  levity  } 
we  may  be  the  fubjefts  of  a  mafter  more  or 
Jefs  creditable ;  we  may  be  emplo}  cd  in  fer- 

vices 
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vices  inoi:e  grofs  or  more  refined :  but  \\'he- 
ther  the  flaves  of  avai;ice,  of  fenfuality,  of  dif- 
^pation,  oflloth,  or  Jie  votaries  of  ambition^ 
of  tafle^  oroffafhion;  whether  iupremely  go- 
verned by  vanity  and  felf-love^,  by  the  defire  of 
literary  fame  or  of  militaiy  glory,  we  are  alike 
^flranged  frorn  the  dominion  of  our  rightful 
Sovereign. .  Let  not  this  feem  a  harfh  pofition ; 
it  can  appear  fo.  only  from  not  adverting  to 
what  was  (hewn  to  be  the  ejfenttal  nature  of 
true  Religion*  .He  who,  bowed  the  knee  to 
the  god  of  medicine,  or  of  eloquence,  was  no 
lef&'tui  idolater  than  the  worihipper  of  the 
dpified  patrons  of  lewdnefs  or  of  theft.  In 
the  feveral  cafes  which  have  been  fj^ccified, 
the  external  a&s  indeed  are  different,  but  in 
priftciple  the  difafFedion  is  the  fame  ;  and  un- 
!^fewe^  return  tp  our  allegiance,  we  mull  ex- 
pe&.the  title,  and  prepare  to  meet  the  punifh- 
ment,  of  rebels  on  that  tremendous  day,  when 
all  falfe  colours  fhall  be  done  away,  and  (there 
being  no  longer  any  room  for  the  evafions  of 
worldly  Ibphiftry,  or  the  finooth  plaufibilities 
of  worldly  language)  "  that  which  is  often 
"  highly  efteemed  amongft  men,  (hall  appear 
*^  to  hg-ve  been  ^bpminatipn  in  the  fight  of 
^^Cod." 

These 


1 88  PREVAILING    INADEQUATE    CONCEPTlbtlS 

These  fundamental  truths  feem  vaniihed 
from  the  mind,  and  it  follows  of  courfe,  that 
Effcas  oF  every  thipg  is  viewecl  lefs  and  lefs  through  a 
ment"aUrr  religious  medium.  To  (peak  no  longer  of 
m^m^Dwi  i^^^c^s  wherein  we  our/elves  arc  concerned, 
on  oiir        and  wherein  the  unconquerable  power  of  m- 

judgements     .    ,        ,  .    ^  i  *     /•  r   i  i  •« 

and  prac-  dulgcd  appetite  may  be  luppofed  to  beguile 
Sfe  of ''  our  better  judgement,  or  force  us  on  in  defi- 
9thers.  juicc  of  it  ;  npt  to  infift  on  the"  motives  by 
which  the  conduft  of  mpn  is  determined, 
often  avowedly,  in  what  arc  to  themfches  Ac 
moft  important  incidents  of  life ;  what  arc 
the  judgements  which  they  form  in  the  cafe  of 
others?  Idlenefs,  profufion,  thoughtlcflhefi, 
and  diffipation,  the  mifapplication  of  time  or 
of  talents,  the  trifling  away  of  life  iji  frivo^ 
lous  occupations  or  unprofitable  ftudics ;  alj 
thefe  things  we  may  regret  in  thofe  arouhd 
us,  in  the  view  of  their  temporal  efFefts-; 
bnt  they  are  no|  confidered  in  a  religious  conr 
neftion,  or  lanjented  as  endangering  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs.  Exceffive  vanity  and  inordi- 
nate ambition  are  fpoken  of  as  weakneffes  ra-^ 
ther  than  as  fins  ;  even  covetoufnefs  itfelf, 
though  a  hateful  paffion,  yet,  if  not  extreme, 
fcarcely  prefents  the  face  of  Irreligion.  Is 
fome  friend,  or  even  fome  common  acquaint- 
ance lick,  or  has  l<)me  accident  befallen  him  \ 

How 


How  fblicitoufly  do  we  inquire  after  hini, 
how  tenderly  do  we  vifit  him,  how  much  per- 
h?Lps  do  we  regret  that  he  has  not  better  ad- 
vice, how  fipt  are  we  ,to  prefcribe  for  him, 
and  how  fhould  we  reproach  ourfelves,  if  we 
were  to  negledt  any  means  in  our  power  of 
contributing  to  his  recovery  !  But  "  the  mirid 
di&a&d''  is  neglefled  and  forgotten — "  tAai 
is  not  our  affair ;  we  hope  (we  do  not  per- 
haps really  believe)  that  here  it  is  well  with 
**  him/*  The  truth  is,  we  have  no  fblicitude 
ahout  his  ipiritual  intereft.  Here  he  is  treated 
like  the  unfortunate  traveller  in  the  Gofpel  ; 
we  look  npon  him  ;  we  fee  but  too  well  his 
-lad  condition,  but  (Priefl  ancj  Levite  alike) 
we  pafs  by  on  the  other  fide,  and  leave  him 
to  the  officious  tendernefs  of  fbme  poor  de- 
ifiifcd  Samaritan. 

Nay,  take  the  cafe  of  our  very  children, 
when  our  hearts  being  mofl  interefled  to 
promote  their  happinefs,  we  mufl  be  fup- 
pofed  mofl  defirous  of  determining  on  right 
principles^  and  where  therefore  the  real 
llandard  of  our  deliberate  judgements  may 
be  indiiputably  afcertained :  in  their  educa- 
tion and  marriage,  in  the  choice  of  their  pro- 
fefiions,  in  our  comparative  confideration 
andjudgement  of  the  different  parts  of  their 
fcvcral  charafters,  how  little  do  we  refieft 

that 
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that  they  are  immortal  beings  !  Healthi^ 
learning,  credit^  the  amiable  and  agreeable 
qualities,  above  all^  fortune  and  fwccefe  in 
life,  are  takeiij  and  hot  tinjuftly  taken^  intd 
the  account ;  but  how  fmall  a  fhare  in 
forming  our  cfpiniotts  is  allowed  to  the  pnn 
bable  efFe6l  which  may  be  produced  on  their 
*  eternal  intereflai !  Indeed  the  fubjefts  of  our 
mutual  inquiries,  and  congratulations,  and 
condolences,  prove  but  too  plainly  what  con- 
fiderations  are  in  thefe  cafes  uppermofi  in  our 
thoughts. 

^rihcr      "    Such  are  the  fatal  and  widely  fpfeading 
Keiigion      effefts,  which  but  too  naturally  follow  from 
iiJSaVct     the  admiffion  of  the  grand  fuhdamental  er-^ 
of  ftatutcs.  ^^^  before  mentioned,  that  of  not  confider- 
ing  Religion  as  a  principle  of  univerfal  ap- 
plication and  command.     Robbed  of  its  heft 
energies,   Religion  now  takes  the  form  of  a 
cold  compilation  of  reftfaiiits  and  pfohibr-* 
tions.     It  is  looked  upon  {imply  as  a  (et  of 
penal  ftatutes  ;  thefe,  though  wife  and  *  rca-» 
ibnable,  are  however,  fo  for  as  they  extend, 
abridgements  of  our  natural  liberty,  and  no- 
thing which  Comes  to  us  in  this  (hape  is  ex- 
tremely acceptable: 

Atqui  nolint  occidere  quemquam,  polle  Volbnt. 

Confidcring   moreover,  that   the   matter  of 
them  is  not  In  general  very  palatable,  and 

that 
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that  the  partiality  of  every  man  where  his 
own  caufe  is  in  queftion,  will  be  likely  to 
make  him  conftrue  them  liberally  in  his  own 
favour,  we  might  before*-hand  have  formed 
a  tolerable  judgement  of  the  manner  .  in 
which  they  are  aftually  treated.  Sometimes 
w^e  attend  •  to  the  words  rather  than  to  the 
ipirit  of  Scripture  injundions,  overlooking 
the  principle  they  involve,  which  a  better  ac- 
quaintance with  the  word  of  God  would 
have  clearly  taught  us  to  infer  from  them. 
•At  others,  *'  the  fpirit  of  an  injunftion  is 
^  all  ;'*  and  this  we  contrive  to  coUeft  fo 
<lexteroufly,  as  thereby  to  relax  or  annul  the 
ilri£lnefs  of  the  terms.  "  Whatever  is  not 
**  exprefsly  forbidden  cannot  be  vety  crimi- 
**  nal ;  whatever  is  not  pofitively  enjoined, 
cantiot  be  indifpenfably  neceflary — If  we 
do  not  offend  agjiinft  the  laws,  what  more 
can  be  expefted  from  us  ? — ^The  perfbns  to 
whom  the  ftrift  precepts  of  the  Golpel 
f*  were  given,  were  in  very  different  circum* 
*'  fiances  from  thofe  in  which  we  are  placed. 
f  The  injunftions  were  drawn  rather  tighter 
than  is  quite  necefTary,  in  order  to  allow 
for  a  little  relaxation  in  praftice.  The 
exprefHons  of  the  facred  Writers  are  figu* 
ratlve ;  the  Eaflern  ftyle  is  confeflTedly 
hyperbolical.'* 

By 
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By  thefe  and  other  fuch  difhoneft  fhiAf 
(by  which  however  we  felddm  deceive  ourJ 
I'clves,  except  it  be  be  iri  thinking  that  we  dd^ 
ccive  others)  the  pure   but  ftrong  moralitj 
of  die  word  of  God  iS  explauied  away^  and 
its  too  rigid  canons  are  ibftened  down^  with 
as  much  dexterity  as  is  exhibited  bj  ihoft 
who  pradlife  a  logic  of  the  fame  complexioiiir 
in  order  to  efcape   from  th^  obligations  of 
human  flatutes.      Like  Swift's  unfortanate 
Brothers*,  we  are  fbmetimes  put  to  diffi- 
cuhies,  but  our  ingenuity  is  little  inferior  ta 
their'si     If  totidem  verbis -j-  will  not  (erve 
bur  turn,  try  totidem  lyllabis ;  if  totidem  {yU 
labis  fail,  try  totidem  Uteris  :  then  there  is  ixi^ 
our  c'aie,  is  well  as  in  their*s,  ^^  an  allien: 
**  rical  fenfe'*  to  be  adverted  to  ;  and  if  evcrf 
other  refource  fail  us,  we  come  at  laft  to  the 
iame  conclufion  as  the  Brothers  adopted,  that 
after  all,  thofe  rigorous  claufes  require  (bme 
allowance^  and  a  favourable  interpretation! 
and  ought  to  be  underftood   **  cum  grano 
•*  falis." 

But  when  the  law  both  in  its  fpirit  and  its 
letter  is  obftinate  and  incorrigible,  what  wc 
cannot  bend  to  our  purpofe  we  muft  break — 
••  Our  fins  we  hope  are  of  the  finaller  order  j 

•  Vide  Tale  of  a  Tub.  f  Ibid. 

«  a  little 


^  a  little  harmlcfi  gallantry,  a  little  innoceilt 
^  jollity^  a  few  foolifli  expletives  which  we 
*•  life  from  the  mere  force  of  habit^  meaning 
**  nothing  by  them ;  a  little  warmth  of  co* 
**  louring  and  licence  of  expreffion  ;  a  few 
U  freedoms  of  ipeech  in  the  gaiety  of  oui^ 
•*  hearts,  which,  though  not  perhaps  ftriftly 
^corrc^  none  but  the  over-rigid  would 
f^  think  of  treating  any  other  wife  than  as  Ve*^ 
**  nial  infirmities,  and  in  which  very  grave  and 
^  religious  men  will  often  take  their  (hare, 
^  when  they  may  throw  off  their  ftate,  and 
^sdix  without  impropriety*  We  fervc  an 
<«  ail-^merciful  Being,  who  knows  the  frailty 
^  of  our  nature,  the  number  and  ilrength 
^  of  our  temptations,  and  will  not  be  ex«* 
^  treme  to  mark  what  is  done  amifs*  Even 
^  the  lefs  lenient  judicatures  of  human  in- 
••  ftitution  concede  fbmewhat  to  the  weak* 
*^  nefs  of  man.  It  is  an  eftablifhed  maxim— 
•*  *  Dc  minimis  non  curat  lex/  We  hope 
•*  we  are  not  worfe  than  the  generality.  All 
••  men  are  imperfed.  We  own  we  have  our 
^  infirmities ;  we  confefs  it  is  ib }  we  wifli 
•*  we  were  better,  and  truft  as  we  grew  older 
**  we  (hall  become  fo ;  we  are  ready  to  ac- 
*^  knowledge  that  we  mufl  be  indebted  for 
"  our  admifiion  into  a  future  fhite  of  happi- 
"  ae&,  not  to  our  own  merit,  but  to  the  de- 

p  ••  mency 
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**  meiicy  of  God,  and  the  mercy  of  our.  Re- 
"  deemer/'  :    * 

But  let  not  this  language  be  miftaken  for 
.that  of  true  Chriftian  humiliation,  of  which 
it  is  the  very  eflence  to  feel  the  burden  of  fin^ 
and  to^  long  to  be  releafed  from  it:  nor  let 
two  things  be  confounded,  than  which  iionc 
-can  be  more  fundamentally  diffefent,  the  al- 
lowed want  of  univerfality  in  our  d6teftftina- 
tion,  and  our  endeavour  to  obey  the  Will  of 
Cod,  and  that  defeftive  accom plifhmerrt '  of 
our  purpofes,  which  even  the  beft  of  ifleii 
^11  too  often  fm(J  reafon  to  deplore'i  ''  In  flic 
perfons  of  whom  we  have  been  now  Ipcakihg^ 
the  unconcern  with  which  they  can  amufe 
themfclves  upon  the  borders  of  iin,  arid  the 
cafy  familiarity  with  which  they  can  a6hially 
dally  with  it  in  its  lefs  cfFenfive  (hapes,  4hew 
plainly  that,  diftindly  from  its  consequences^ 
it  is  by  no  means  the  obje<5  of  their  averfion  ; 
that  there  is  no  love  of  holinefs  as  fiich ;  no 
endeavour  to  acquire  it,  no  care  to  prepare 
the  foul  for  the  reception  of  this  divine  prin- 
ciple, and  to  expel  or  keep  under  whatever 
might  be  likely  to  obftruft  its  entrance,  of 
dispute  its  fovereignty.   * 

€fr  H  Ro-       It  is  indeed  a  mofl  lamentable  confequencc 
^iLiti     of  tlie  practice  of  rcgardmg  Religion   as   a 

com- 
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tompilation  of  ftatut^s,  and  not  as  an  in-   .«ect^ 
ternal  principle^  that  it  fbon  comes  to  be       i^- 
confidered  as  being  converlant  about  externa/  external 
aff torn  YzXhtv  xhzvi  2h6vX  habits  of  mind.  This  jfaToV" 
fentiment  fometimes  has  even  the  hardinefs   ha)>»t8of 
to  infinuate  and  maintain  itlelf  under  the 
guife  of  extraordinary  concern  for-  pra&ical 
Religion ;  but  it  foon  difcovers  the  falfehood 
of  this  pretenfion,  and  betrays  its  real  na«- 
ture.     The  expedient  indeed  of  attaining  to 
fuperiority  in  praftice,  by  not  wafting  any 
of  the  attention  on  the  internal  principles 
from  which  alone  praftice  can  flow,  is  about 
as  reafonable,  and  will  anfwer  about  as  wdU, 
as  the  oeconomy  of  the  architeft,  who  fhould 
account  it  mere  prodigality  to  expend  any 
of  his  materials  in  laying  foundations,  from 
an  idea  that  they  might  be  more  ufefuUy  ap- 
plied to  the   raifing   of  the  fuperftrudure. 
We  know  what  would  be  the  fate  of  fuch 
an  edifice^ 

It  is  indeed  true,  and  a  truth  never  to  be 
forgotten,  that  all  pretenfions  to  internal  prin- 
ciples of  holinefs  are  vain  when  they  are  con* 
tradided  by  the  conduft ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  true, 
that  the  only  efiedual  way  of  improving  the 
latter,  is  by  a  vigilant  attention  to  the  former* 
It  was  therefore  our  bleffed  Saviour's  itijunc- 

O  2  tion^ 
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tion,  *^  Make  the  tree  good*'  as  the  neceflary 
means  of  obtaining  good  fruit ;  and  the  holy 
fcriptures  abound  in  admonitions,  to  make  it 
our  chief  bufinefs  to  cultivate  our  hearts  with 
all  diligence,  to  examine  into  their  ftate  with 
impartiaUty,  and  watch  over  them  with  con- 
tinual care.  Indeed  it  is  the  Heart  which 
confHtutes  the  Man ;  and  external  a6tions 
derive  their  whole  charadier  and  meaning 
from  the  motives  and  difpofitions  of  which 
they  are  the  indications.  Human  judicatureSt 
it  is  true,  are  chiefly  converfant  aboutj  the 
former,  but  this  is  only  becaufe  to  our  limit- 
'  ed  perceptions  the  latter  can  fcldom.  be  aay 
otherwife  clearly  afcertained.  Therealicb- 
jeiSof  inquiry  to. human  judicatures  is.thcio^ 
Urnal  dilpofition;  it  is  to  this  that  they  ada|]it 
the  nature,  and  proportion  the  degree,  iOf  their 
puniihmeiits. 

Yet  though  this  be  a  truth  fo  obvious,  fo 
eftablifhed,  that  to  have  inlifted  on  it  may 
feem  almoft  needleis;  it  is  a  truth  of  whith 
we  are  apt  to  lofe  fight  in  the  review,  pf  our 
religious  Charafter,  and  with  which  the  Aa^ 
bity  of  confidering  Religion  as  confifHag  rather 
in  external  adions,  than  internal  principles, 
is  at  dire6i  and  open  war.  This  mode  of 
judging  may  well  be  termed  habitual:  for 

though 
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though  by  Ibme  perfons  it  is  advifedly  adopt- 
ed, and  openly  avowed,  yet  in  many  cafes,  for 
wanit  of  due  watchfulnefs,  it  has  ftolen  in* 
fenfibly  upon  the  mind;  it  exifts  unfulpefted^ 
and  is  praftifed,  Kke  other  habits,  without 
confcioufnefs  or  obfei-vation; 


In  what  degree  fbever  this  pernicious  prin-  fj^^^  **- 
ciple  prevails,  in  the  fame  degree  is  the  mif-  from  the 


chief  it  produces.      The  vicious  aife6lions,  tioncdErl" 
like  noxious  weeds,  fprout  up  and  increafe  of  '^' 
themfelves  but  too  naturally;  while  the  graces  chriftian 
of  the  Chriftian  temper,  exotics  in  the  foil  of  not^uSu ' 
the  human  heart,  like  the  more  tender  pro-  ^*^^ 
du6lions  of  the  vegetable  world,  though  the 
light, and   breath  of  Heaven  muft  quicken 
them,  require  on  our  part  alfo,  in  order  to 
their  being  preferved  in  health  and  vigour, 
conftant  fiiperintendence  and  ailiduous  care* 
But  fo  far  from  their  being  earneftly  fought 
for,  or  watchfully  reared,  with  unremitted 
prayers  for  that  Divine  Grace,  without  which 
all  our  labours  muft  be  inefFe6hial ;  fuch  is 
the  refult  of  the  principle  we  are  here  con- 
demning, that  no  endeavours  are  ufed  for 
their  attainment,  or  they  are  fufTercd  to  droop 
and  die  almoft  without  an  effort  to  preferve 
them^    The  culture  of  the  mind  is  lefs  and 

Q  3  lefs 
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lels  attended  to,  and  at  length  perhaps  is  al^* 
moft  wholly  neglefted*  Way  being  thus  made 
for  the  unobftrufted  growth  of  other  difpo* 
fitionS)  thefe  naturally  overfpread  and  quietly 
poflefs  the  mind;  theii-  contrariety  to  the 
Chriftian  fpirit  not  being  difccrned,  and  evca 
perhaps  their  prefence  being  fcarcely  acr 
knowledged,  except  wh6n  their  exigence 
and  their  nature  are  manifefted  in  the  con-, 
duft  by  iliarks  too  plain  tp  be  overlooked  or. 
miftaken* 

This  is  a  point  which  we  will  now  en- 
deavour to  afcertain  by  an  induftipn  of  par- 
ticular inftances, 

Moft  men        FiRST  then,  it  is  the  comprchenfive  com- 

the^hni^*  pendium  of  the  charafter  of  true  ChrftianS| 

S  lif/^     that  '^  they  are  walking  by  faith,  and  not  by 

of  Fp.ith..    «4  fiaht,"     3y  this  delcription  is  meant,  not 

ciiriftian's  •  merely  that  they  fo  firmly  believe  in  the  doc-^ 

thiireii..a.  trme  or  future  rewards  and  punilhnients,  as 

to  be  influenced  by  that  perfuafion  to  adhere 

in  the  main  to  the  path  of  duty,  though 

tempted  to  for  fake  it  by  prefent  intereft,  and 

prelent  gratification;  but  farther,  that  the 

great  truths  revealed  in  Scripture  concerning 

the  unfeen  world,  are  the  thoughts  for  the 

moft 
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moft  part  '  uppermoft  in  their  minds,  and 
about  which  habitually  their  hearts  are  moil 
intereAed.  This  ftate  of  mind  contributes, 
if  the  .^xpreffion  may  be  allowed,  td  rectify 
the  illusions  of  vifion,  to  bring  forward  intio 
nearer  jview  thofe  eternal  things  which  from 
th«;ir  remotenefs  are  apt  to  be  either  wholly 
overlooked,  or  to  appear  but  faintly  in  the  ut- 
moft  bounds  of  the  horizon  ;  and  to  remove 
backward^  and  reduce  to  their  true  compara- 
tive dirnenfions,  the  objeds  of  the  prelent  life-, 
which  ^e  apt  to  fill  the  human  eye,  afluming 
a  falfo  magnitude  from  their  vicinity.  The 
true  Chriftian  knows  from  experience,  how- 
ever, that  the  former  are  apt  to  fade,  from  the 
light,  and  the  latter  again  to  fwell  on  it.  He 
makes  it  therefore  his  continual  c^e  to  pre-, 
ferve  thofe  juft  and  enlightened  views^  which 
through  Divine  mercy  he  has  obtained*  Not 
that  he  will  retire  from  that  ftation  in  the 
tVorld  which  Providence  leems  to  have  ap- 
pointed him  to  fill :  Jae  will  be  aiSlive  in  the 
bufinels  of  life,  and  enjoy  its  comforts  with 
moderation  and  thankfulnefs ;  but  he  will 
not  be  "  totus  in  illis,"  he  will  not  give  up 
his  whole  foul  to  them,  they  will  be  habitual- 
ly fubordinato  in  his  eftimation  to  obje6ls  of 
more  importance.  This  aweful  truth  has 
funk  deep  into  his  mind,  that  "  the  things 
^  which  are  feen  are  temporal,  but  the  things 

0  4  "  which 
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CHAP.   "  which  are  not  feen  arc  eternal}^*  and  iii 
IV.      the  tumult  and  buftle  of  life,  he  is  fobcred  by 
the  {till  {mall  voice  which  whifpera  to  hirii 
that  ^'  the  fa{hion  of  this  world  paiTes  away/* 
This  circum{lance  alone  muf):,  it  is  obvious^ 
con{titute  a  YdA  difierence  between  the  ha« 
bitual  temper  of  his  mind,  and  that  of  the 
generality  of  nominal  Chri{tians,  who  arc  al« 
moft  entirely  tahen  up  with  the  ccxicerns  of 
the  prefent  world.     They  Jkm%v  indeed  that 
they  are  mortal,  but  they  do  noX^feei  iu   Tho 
truth  re{ls  in  their  under{l:andings,  and  cannot 
gain  admiilion  into  their  hearts.     This  ipe<* 
culative    perfuafion    is    altogether  dificrent 
from  that  {trong  fra^icai  impreflion  of  tho 
Infinite  importance  of  eternal  things,  which, 
attended  with  a  proportionate  lenfe  of  the 
ihortne{s  and  uncertainty  of  all  below,  while 
it  prompts  to  adivity  from  a  conviction  that 
^  the   night   cometh  when  no   roan    can 
^  work,"  produces  a  certain  firmnefs  of  tex- 
ture, which  hardens  us  againft  the  bufict^^ 
ings  of  fortune,  and  prevents  our  being  very 
deeply  penetrated  by  the  cares  and  intere{b9 
the  good  or  evil  of  this  tranfitory  {late.  Thus 
this  yjSi  impreflion  of  the  relative  value  of 
temporal  and  eternal  things,  maintains  in  tho 
{bul  a  dignified  compofure  through  all  the  vi-» 
cifRtudes  of  hfe.     It  quickens  our  diligence^ 
yet  moderates  our  ardoyr  j  wrges  us  to  juft 

purfuits, 
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^riuits,  yet  dbecks  any  undue  fblicitude  about 
the  fucceis  of  them»  and  thereby  enables  us,  in 
the  language  of  Scripture,  **  to  ufe  this  world 
^as  not  abufing  it,'*  rendering  us  at  once 
beneficial  to  others  and  comfoitable  to  our* 
fclves. 

But  this  is  not  all— befides  the  diftindion 
between  the  nominal  and  the  real  Chriftian, 
which  refults  from  the  impreffions  produced 
on  then)  refpe^vely  by  the  eternal  duratkn 
of  heavenly  things,  there  is  another  groumded 
on  their  nature^  no  lefs  marked,  nor  lefs  im- 
portant^  They  are  ftated  in  Scripture,  not 
only  as  entitling  themfelves  to  the  notice  of 
the  true  Chriftian  from  coniiderations  of  inte- 
reft,  but  as  approving  themfelves  to  his  judges 
ment  from  a  convLflion  of  their  excellence, 
and  yet  farther,  as  recommending  themfelves 
to  his  feelings  by  their  being  fuited  to  the  re-» 
newed  dilpolitions  of  his  heart*  Indeed  were 
the  cafe  otherwife,  did  not  their  qualities  cor* 
refpond  with  his  inclinations  ;  however  he 
might  endure  them  on  principles  of  duty, 
find  be  coldly  confeious  of  their  fuperior 
worth,  he  could  not  lend  himfelf  to  them 
with  cordial  complacency,  much  lels  look  to 
them  as  the  fureft  Iburce  of  pleafure.  But 
this  is  the  light  in  which  they  are  habitually 

regarded 
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regarded  by  the  true  Chriftian.  He  walkf 
in  the  ways  of  Religion,  not  by  conftraint, 
but  willingly ;  they  are  to  him  not  only  iafe, 
bv|t.  comfortable  ;  *^  ways  of  pleaiantneis,a» 
**  welj  as  of  pc^ce.!' .  Not  but  that  berfe  al(c| 
he  is  from  experience  aware  of  the  ne^effitjii 
of  conftarit  Hipport,  and  continual  watchfiil- 
aefe ;  without  thefe,  his  old  eftimate  of  ihings 
is  apt  to  return  on  him,  ^ncj  the  former  ob- 
je6b  of  his  afFe6^ions  to  refume  their  i|i- 
fluence.  With  earneft  prayers,  therefore,  foF 
the  Divine  Help,  >vith  jealous  circumlpec- 
tion,  and  refolute .  felf-denial,  he  guards 
againft  whatever  might  be  likelv  z^cm  to 
darken  his  enlightened jiidgement^  or  to  vttiate, 
^lis  reformed  taftej.thus  maknig  it  his  un«» 
"VireariecJ  endeavour  to  grow  in  the  kiiowledge 
and  love  of  heavpi>ly  things,  and  to  obtain  ft 
warmer  admiration,  and  ^  more  cordial  rcUih 
of  their  excellence. 

That  this  is  a  juft  reprefentation  of  the 
habitual  judgement,  and  of  the  leading  diA 
pofition  of  true  Chriftians,  will  be  abmw 
dantly  evident,  if,  endeavouring  to  form 
ourfelves  after  our  proper  model,  we  con-i 
fult  the  facred  Scripture.  But  in  vain  are 
Chriftians  there  reprefented  as  having  fet 
their  affedions  on  things  above,  as  cordially 

ryckicin^ 
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rejoicing  in  the  fervice,  and  delighting  in  the 
worfhip  of  God.  Pleafure  ,and  Religion  are 
coiitradi6lory  terms  with  the  bulk  of  nominal 
Chriftians*.  They  may  look  back  indeed  on 
their  religious  offices  with  ibmething  of  a  fe- 
cret  (atisfaftion,  and  even  feel  it  during  the 
performance  of  them,  from  the  idea  of  being 
engage^  ii)  the  difcharge  of  a  duty  ;  but  thisf 
is  altogether  ^lifFereut  from  the  pleafure  which 
attends  an  employment  in  itfelf  acceptable 
and  grateful  to  us.  We  are  not  condemning 
a  deficiency  merely  in  the  ivarmth  and  vehe^ 
fjfencfi  of  religious  affedlipns.  Not  to  aik 
whether  the  fervice  and  worfhip  pf;  God 
are  delightful^  are  they  pleafant  to  fuch  perr 
Ions  ?  Do  they  diffufe  over  the  foul  any.  thing 
of  that  calm  complacency,  that  mild  and 
grateful  compofure,  which  befpeaks  a  mind 
in  good  humour  with  itfelf  and  all  around  \t^ 
^nd  engaged  in  $i  fervice  fuited  tp  its  tafte^ 
and  congenial  with  its  feelings  \ 

Let  us  appeal  to  that  Day  which  is  e£pe-  ^^'f^\ 
cially  devoted  to    the  offices  of  Religion  :  for  its  cm. 
Do  they  joyfully    avail  themfelves  of  this  ^^^"^ 
blefled  opportunity  of  withdrawing  from  the 
bufinefs  and  cares  of  life ;  when,  without  be- 
ing  difquieted  by  any  doubt  whether  they  arc 
pe^lefting  the  duties  of  their,  prqper  call- 
ings, 
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CHAP,  ings,  they  may  be  allowed  to  detach  their 
i^*  ^  minds  frem  earthly  things,  that  by  a  fuller 
knowledge  of  heavenly  obje6ls,  and  a  more 
habitual  acquaintance  with  them,  Aeir  hope 
may  grow  more  ^  full  of  immortality  ?**  Is 
the  day  cheerfully  devoted  to  thofe  holy  ex- 
ercifes  for  which  it  was  appointed  ?  Do  they 
indeed  **  come  into  the  courts  of  God  with 
♦•  gladnefs  ?'*  And  how  are  they  employed 
when  not  engaged  in  the  public  fervices  of 
the  day  ?  Are  they  bufied  in  ftudyingthe  word 
of  God,  in  meditating  on  his  perfedions,  in 
tracing  his  providential  diipeniations,  in  ad- 
miring his  works,  in  revolving  his  mercies, 
(above  all,  the  tranfcendent  mercies  of  re- 
deeming loVc)  in  finging  his  praifes,  **  and 
*•  ipeaking  good  of  his  name  ?**  Do  their 
iecret  retirements  witnefs  the  earneftnefs  of 
tiieir  prayers  and  the  warmth  of  their  thankf* 
givings,  their  diligence  and  impartiality  in 
the  neceflary  work  of  felf-examination,  their 
mindfulnefs  of  the  benevolent  duty  of  inter-* 
ceffion  ?  Is  the  kind  purpofe  of  the  inftitution 
of  a  Sabbath  anfwered  by  them,  in  its  being 
made  to  their  iervants  and  dependents  a  fea* 
fbn  of  reft  and  comfort  ?  Does  the  inftruftion 
of  their  families,  or  of  the  more  poor  and  ig» 
norant  of  their  neighbours,  poflefs  its  due 
(hare  of  their  time  ?  If  bicfled  with  talents 


I 

or  with  affluence,  are  they  feduloufty  employ- 
ing a  part  of  this  interval  of  leifure  in  reliev- 
ing the  indigent,  and  vifiting  the  fick,  and 
comforting  the  forrowful,  in  forming  plans 
for  the  good  gli  their  fellow-creatures,  in  con* 
fidering  how  they  may  promote  both  the 
temporal  and  Ipiritual  benefit  of  their  friends 
and  acquaintance :  or  if  their*s  be  a  larger 
fphere,  in  devifing  meafures  whereby  through 
the  Divine  blefling,  they  may  become  the 
honoured  inftruments  of  the  more  extended 
diffufion  of  religious  truth  ?  In  the  hours  of 
domeftic  or  fecial  intercourfe,  does  their  corit 
verfation  manifeft  the  fubjed  of  which  their 
hearts  are  full  ?  Do  their  language  and  de^ 
meaner  ihew  them  to  be  more  than  com- 
monly gentle,  and  kind^  and  friendly,  fre^ 
from  rough  and  irritating  paffions  ? 

Surely  an  entire  day  fliould  not  leem  long 
amidft  thefe  various  employments.  It  might 
weD  be  deemed  a  privilege  thus  to  fperid  it^ 
in  the  more  immediate  prefence  of  our  Hea*» 
venly  Father,  in  the  exercifes  of  humble  ad-* 
miration  and  grateful  homage;  of  the  be* 
nevolent,  and  Jomeftic,  and  Ibcial  feelings, 
and  of  all  the  beft  afiedlions  of  our  nature; 
prompted  by  their  true  motives,  converfant 
about  their  proper  obje61s,  and  dire6led   to 

their 
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agaiiift  the  encroachments  of  the  card^tabld^ 
get  over  mtich  bf  the  day,  and  gladly  fcek  fbf 
an  innocent  refource,  in  the  focial  circle  or  in 
family  vifits,  where  it  is  not  even  pretended 
that  the  converfation  turns  on  fuch  topics  ai- 
might  render  it  in  any  way  conducive  to  re* 
li^ous  inftruftion,  or  improvement.  Theii* 
families  meanwhile  arc  neglefted,  their  fer* 
vants  robbed  of  Chriftiaii  privileges,  and  thcif 
example  quoted  by  others,  who  cannot  fed 
that  they  are  themfelves  lefs  religioufly  em* 
ployed,  while  playing  an  innocent  game  it 
cards,  or  relaxing  in  the  concert  Iroom* 

But  all  thefe  feveral  artifices,  whatever  thef 
may  be  J  to  unhallow  the  Sunday  and  to  change 
its  charafter  (it  might  be  almoft  faid  ^  to 
•*  mitigate  its  horrors,")  prove  but  too  plainlyv 
however  we  may  be  glad  to  take  refuge  ia 
Religion,  when  driven  to  it  by  the  lofs  of 
every  other  comfort,  and  to  retain  as  it  wei% 
a  reverfionary  intereft  in  an  afylum,  vehicti 
may  receive  us  when  we  are  forced  from  the 
tranlitory  enjoyments  of  our  prefent  flate; 
that  in  ttfelf  it  wears  to  us  a  gloomy  and  for- 
bidding  afpe6t,  and  not  a  face  of  conlblatiori 
and  joy ;  that  the  worfliip  of  God  is  with 
us  a  conftrained  and  not  a  wll/mg  lervice, 

which 
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tvhich  we  are  glad  therefore  to  abridge  though     sbct* 
we  dare  not  omit  it.  ii. 

Some  indeed  there  are  who  with  concern 
and  grief  will  confefs  this  to  be  their  uncom- 
fortable and  melancholy  ftate;  who  humbly 
pray,  and  diligently  endeavour,  for  an  imagi- 
nation lefs  diftraded  at  devotional  feafons; 
for  a  heart  more  capable  of  relifliing  the  ex- 
cellence of  divine  things ;  and  who  carefully 
^ard  againft  whatever  has  a  tendency  to 
chain  down  their  afFe6tions  to  earthly  enjoy- 
ments. Let  not  fuch  be  difcouraged.  It  is 
not  they  whom  we  are  condemning :  but  fuch 
as  knovying  and  even  acknowledging  this  to  be 
their  cafe,  yet  proceed  in  a  way  direftly  con- 
trary :  who,  fcarcely  feeming  to  iulpeft  that 
any  thing  is  wrong  with  them,  voluntarily 
acquiefee  in  a  ftate  of  mind  which  is  direftly 
contrary  to  the  pofitive  commands  of  God, 
which  forms  a  perfeft  contraft  to  the  repre- 
lentations  given  us  in  Scripture  of  the  Chrii^ 
tian  character,  and  accords  but  too  faithfully 
in  one  leading  feature  with  the  charader  of 
thofe,  who  are  ftated  to  be  the  objefts  of  Di-* 
vine  difpleafure  in  this  life,  and  of  Divine 
punilhment  in  the  next. 

P  It 
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CHAP.  It  is  not,  however,  only  in  thefe  eflential 
jv«  conftituents  of  a  devotional  frame  that  the 
oth^r^i^  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  are  defedive.  This 
fcfu  ^  ifoV  ^'^^y  freely  declare  (fecretly  feeling  perhaps 
'*"^-  fome  complacency  from  the  franknefs  of  the 
avowal)  to  be  a  higher  ftrain  of  piety  than 
that  to  which  they  afpire.  Their  forgetfiiU 
nefs  alfo  of  fome  of  the  leading  diipofitions 
of  Chriftianity,  is  undeniably  apparent  in  their 
allowed  want  of  the  ipirit  of  kindnefs,  and 
meeknefs,  and  gentlenefs,  and  patience,  and 
long-fufFering ;  and,  above  all,  of  that  which  is 
the  ftock  on  which  alone  thefe  diipofitions  can 
grow  and  flourifli,  that  humility  and  lowHnefs 
of  mind^  in  which  perhaps  more  than  in  any 
other  quality  may  be  faid  to  confift  the  true 
effence  and  vital  principle  of  the  Chriftiaii 
temper.  Thefe  dif])ofitions  are  not  only  neg- 
lected, but  even  difavowed  and  exploded, 
and  their  oppolites,  if  not  rifing  to  any  great 
height,  are  ackno\\  Icdged  and  applauded.  A 
juji  pridcy  a  proper  and  becoming  pride^  are 
terms  which  we  daily  hear  from  Chriftian 
lips.  To  j)ofl'efs  a  highfpirit^  to  behave  with 
a  proper  fpirit  when  ufed  ill, — by  which  is 
meant  a  quick  feeling  of  injuries,  and  a 
promptnels  in  relenting  them, — entitles  to 
comniciuJation  ;  and  a  meek-fjnrited  difpo- 
fition,  the  bighcil  Scripture  eulogium,  ex- 
*  prefTes 
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prefles  ideas  of  difapprobation  and  contempt. 
Vanity  and  vain-glory  are  fufFered  without 
interruption  to  retain  their  natural  polTeflion 
of  the  heart.  But  here  a  topic  opens  upon 
us  .of  fuch  importance,  and  on  which  fb  many 
niiflakes  are  to  be  found  both  in  the  writing-s 
of  rcipeftable  authors,  and  in  the  commonly 
prevailing  opinions  of  the  world,  that  it  may 
be  allowed  us  to  difcufs  it  more  at  large,  and 
for  this  purpofe  to  treat  of  it  in  a  feparate 
ieftion. 


Sect.  IIL 
« 

On  the  Dejire  of  human  EJlimation  and  Ap'^ 
plaufe — ^he  generally  prevailing  Opinions 
contrajied  with  thofe  of  the  true  Chrijiian. 

THE  defire  of  hunian  eftimation,  and  dif-  Univerfa- 
tindlion,    and    honour,     of  the   admiration  paffiom. 
and  applaufe  of  our  fellow-creatures^  if  we 
take  it  in  its  full  comprehenfion,  and  in  all 
its  various  modifications,  from  the  thirft  of 
glory  to  the  dread  of  fliame,  is  the  paflion  of 
which  the  empire  is  by  far  the  moft  general^ 
and  perhaps   the  authority  the  moft  Com- 
taanding.     Though  its  power  be  moft  con- 
^icuous  and  leaft  controulable  in  the  higher 

P  2  clalfes 
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clafles  of  fociety,  it  feems,  like  fome  refiftlefe 
conqueror,  to  fpare  neither  age,  nor  fex,  nor 
condition ;  and  taking  ten  thoulknd  fliapes, 
infinuating  itielf  under  the  moft  fpecious 
pretexts,  and  ihelteringitfelf  when  neceflary 
under  the  moft  artful  difguifes,  it  winds  its 
way  in  fecret,  when  it  dares  not  openly  avow 
itfelf,  and  mixes  in  all  we  think,  and  Ipeak, 
and  do.  It  is  in  Ibme  jnftances  the  deter- 
mined  and  declared  purfuit,  and  confefledly 
the  main  praftical  principle ;  but  where  this 
is  not  the  cafe,  it  is  not  feldom  the  grand 
l])ring  of  a6tion,  and  in  the  Beauty  and  the 
Author,  no  lefs  than  in  the  Soldier,  it  is  often 
the  mafter  paflion  of  the  fouL 

This  is  the  principle  which  parents  recog- 
nize with  joy  in  their  infant  offspring,  which 
is  diligently  inftilled  and  nurtured  in  advanc- 
ing years,  which,  under  the  names  of  honour- 
able ambition  and  of  laudable  emulation,  it  is 
the  profeffed  aim  of  fchools  and  colleges  to  ex- 
cite and  cherifh.  The  writer  is  well  aware 
that  it  will  be  thought  he  is  pufhing  his  opi- 
nions much  too  far,  when  he  ventures  to  aflail 
The  com-   this  great  principle  of  human  aftion ;  "  a  prin- 

tLons  ai'.  "  ciplc,"  its  advocatcs  might  perhaps  exclaim, 
*'  the  eiitinclion  of  which,  if  you  could  fuc- 
"  ceed  iii  your  rafli  attempt,  would  be  like 

"the 
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**  the  annihilation  in  the  material  world  of 
the  principle  of  motion ;  without  it  all  were 
torpid  and  cold  and  comfortlefs.  We  grant/* 
they  might  go  on  to  obferve,  "  that  we  ne- 
ver  ought  to  deviate  from  the  paths  of 
duty  in  order  to  procure  the  applaufe  or  to 
avoid  the  reproaches  of  men,  and  we  allow 
*^  that  this  is  a  rule  too  little  attended  to~in 
**  practice.  We  grant  that  the  love  of  praife 
"  is  in  fbme  inftances  a  ridiculous,  and  in 
**  others  a  mifchievous  paflion ;  that  to  it  we 
"  owe  the  breed  of  coquettes  and  coxcombs, 
'*  and,  a  more  ferious  evil,  the  noxious  race 
**  of  heroes  and  conquerors.  We  too  are 
ready,  when  it  appears  in  the  fhape  of 
vanity,  to  fmile  at  it  as  a  foible,  or  in  that 
of  falfe  glory,  to  condemn  it  as  a  crime. 
"  But  all  theie  are  only  its  perverfions;  and 
"  on  account  of  them  to  contend  againft  itis 
**  true  forms,  and  its  legitimate  exercife, 
"  were  to  give  into  the  very  error  which  you 
"  formerly  yourfelf  condemned,  of  arguing 
"  againft  the  ufe  of  a  falutary  principle  alto- 
"  gether,  on  account  of  its  being  liable  to 
"  occafional  abufe.  When  turned  into  the 
*'  right  dire6lion,  and  applied  to  its  true 
**  purpofes,  it  prompts  to  every  dignified  and 
"  generous  enterprife.  It  is  erudition  in  the 
^  portico,  fkill  in  the  lycaeuro,  eloquence  ia 

P  3  "  the 


64 
44 


44 

44 


214  PRBV AILING    INADEQJTATE  CONCEPTIONS 

*  the  fenate,  vidory  in  the  field.     It  forces 
indolence  into  aftivity,    and  extorts  from 
vice  itfelf  the  deeds  of  generofity  and  vir-? 
tue.     When  once  the  foul  is  warmed  by 
"  its  generous  ardor,  no  difficulties  deter,  no 
•*  dangers  terrify,  no  labours  tire.     It  is  this; 
^'  which,  giving  by  its  ftamp  to  what  is  vir- 
"  tuous  and  honourable  its  juft  fuperiority 
"  over  the  gifts  of  birth  and  fortune,  refcues 
*'  the  rich  from  a  bafe  fubje<5lion  to  the  plear 
*'  fures  of  fenfe,  and  makes  them  prefer  3 
courfe  of  toil  and  hardfhip  to  a  life  of  in- 
dulgence and  eafe.     It  prevents  the  man 
^'  of  rank  from  acquiefcing  in  his  hereditary 
greatnefs,  and  fpurs  him  forward  in  purfliit 
of  perfonal  difl:in6lion,  and  of  a  nobility 
which  he  may  juftly  term  his  own.     It 
^  moderates  and  qualifies  the  over-great  in- 
^^  equalities  of  human  conditions ;  and  reachr 
*'  ing  to  thofe  who  are  above  the  fphere  of 
laws,  and  extending  to  cafes  which  fell 
not  within  their   province,   it  limits  and 
circumfcribes  the  power  of  the  tyrant  on 
^'  his  throne,    and  gives  gentlenefs  to  war, 
^'  and  to  pride,  humility. 

"  Nor  it  its  influence  confined  to  public 
^'  life,  nor  is  it  known  only  in  the  great  and 
^*  the  iplendid.   To  it  is  to  be  afcribcd  a  large 
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*^  portion  of  that  courteiy  and  diipofition  to 
pleale,  which  naturally  producing  a  mutual 
appearance  of  good  will  and  a  reciproca- 
tion of  good  offices,  conftitute  much  of 
*'  the  comfort  of  private  life,  and  give  their 
"  choiceft  fweets  to  focial  and  domeftic  in- 
"  tercourfe.  Nay,  from  the  force  of  habit,  it 
^  follows  us  even  into  folitude,  and  in  our 
*'  moft  fecret  retirements  we  often  a6t  as  if 
"  our  conduft  werefubje<ft  to  human  obferva- 
**  tion,  and  we  derive  no  fmall  complacency 
*'  from  the  imaginary  applauics  of  an  ideal 
"  fpeaator." 

So  far  of  the  effecis  of  the  love  of  praife 
and  diftinftion :  and  if,  after  enumerating  fome 
of  thefe,  you  fhould  proceed  to  inveftigate 
its  nature,  "  We  admit,"  it  might  be  added, 
**  that  a  hafty  and  misjudging  world  often 
"  mifapplies  commendations  and  cenfures ; 
**  and  whilft  we  therefore  confefs,  that  the 
•*  praifes  of  the  difcerning  few  are  alone 
**  truly  valuable ;  we  acknowledge  that  it 
**  were  better  if  mankind  were  always  to  aft 
"  from  the  fenfe  of  light  and  the  love  of 
**  virtue,  without  reference  to  the  opinions 
**  of  their  fellow-creatures.  We  even  allow, 
*'  that,,  independently  of  confequences,  this 
**  were  perhaps  in  itfelf  a  higher  ftrain  of 
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"  virtue ;  but  it  is  a  degree  of  purity  which 
"  it  would  be  vain  to  expert  from  the 
•"  bulk  of  mankind.  When  the  intrtnjic  ex-^ 
^^  cellence  of  this  principle,  however,  is  called 
*'  in  queftion,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
"  in  its  higher  degrees  it  was  ftyled,  by  one 
*'  who  meant  rather  to  detraft  from  its  mcr 
^'  rits  than  to  aggravate  them,  '  the  infirmity 
*'  of  noble  minds  ;*  and  furely,  that  in  (uch  a 
."  foil  it  moft  naturally  iprings  up,  and  flou- 
"  rifhes,  is  no  mean  proof  of  its  exited  pri? 
"  gin  and  generous  nature. 

**  But  were  thefe  more  dubious,  and  were 
"  it  no  more  than  a  Iplendid  error ;  yet  conT 
."  lidering  that  it  works  fo  often  in  the  right 
"  direftipn,  it  were  enough  to  urge  in  its 
*'  behalf,  that  it  is  a  principle  of  real  aSiian^ 
"  and  approved  energy.  That,  as  much,  as 
^^  praftice  is  better  than  theory,  and  folid 
"  realities  than  empty  ipeculation,  fo  much 
"  is  it  to  be  preferred  for  general  ufe"  before 
*^  thofe  higher  principles  of  morals,  which 
"  however  juft  and  excellent  in  themfelves, 
^^  you  would  in  vain  attempt  to  bring  home 
"  to  the  ^  bufinefs  apd  bofoms  of  mankind' 
^^  at  large.  Reje6):  xiot  then  a  principle  thus 
?'  univerfal  in  its  influence,  thu§  valuable  iu 
f'  its  efFe6):s  ^   a  principle,   which,  by  Avhat- 

"  ever 
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^  ever  name  you  may  plenfe  to  call  it,  a6ls  41  e  c  t, 
by  motives    aad  confiderations    fiiited   to       "^« 
our  condition;   and   which,  putting  it  at  ^""^"^^"^^ 
the  very  loweft,  muft  be  confeffed,  in  ou? 
prefent  infirm  ftate,  to  be  an  habitual  aid 
and  an  ever  prefent  fupport  to  the  feebler 
^*  nefs  of  virtue !  In  a  felfilh  world  it  pro- 
^*  duces  the  efFeds  of  difintereftednefs,  and 
^  when  public  fpirit  is  extinft,    it  fupplies 
^*  the  want  of  patriotifm.     Let  us  therefore 
with  gratitude  avail  ourfelves  of  its  help, 
and  not  relinquifli  the  good  which  it  freely 
^^  offers,  from  we  know  not  what  vain  dreams 
^*  of  imprafticable  purity   and  unattainable 
^^  perfedion/* 

All  this  and  much  more  might  be  urged   The  abovt 
by  the  advocates  of  this  favourite  principle,  ^on^„^. 
It  would  be,  however,  ho  difficult  talk  to  ^^^^* 
(hew  that  it  by  no  means  merits  this  high  cut 
logium.     To  fay  nothing  of  that  larger  part 
of  the  argument  of  our  opponents,  which  be- 
trays, and  even  proceeds  upon,  that  mifchie- 
vous  notion  of  the  innocence  of  error,  againft 
which  we  have  already  entered  our  formal 
proteft,  the  principle  in  queftion  is  manifeftly 
of  a  moft  inconftant  and  variable  nature ;  as 
jnconftant  and  variable  as  the  innumerably  di- 
yerfified  modes  of  falhions,    habits,  and  opi- 

nion§ 
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nions  in  different  periods  and  focieties.  What 
it  tolerates  in  one  age,  it  forbids  in  an- 
other ;  what  in  one  country  it  prefcribes  and 
applauds,  in  another  it  condemns  and  ftigma- 
tizes!  Obvioufly  and  openly,  it  often  takes 
vice  into  its  patronage,  and  fets  itlelf  in  di- 
reft  oppofition  to  virtue.  It  is  calculated  to 
produce  rather  the  appearance  than  the  rea*^ 
lity  of  excellence;  and  at  beft  not  to  check  the 
love  but  only  the  commijjion  of  vice.  Much 
of  this  indeed  was  feen  and  acknowledged  by 
the  philofophers,  and  even  by  the  poets,  of 
the  Pagan  world.  They  declaimed  againfl 
it  as  a  'mutable  and  inconiiftent  principle ; 
they  lamented  the  fatal  effetts  which,  under 
the  name  of  falfe  glory,  it  had  produced  on 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind.  They 
condemned  the  purfuit  of  it  when  it  led  its 
followers  out  of  the  path  of  virtue,  and  taught 
that  the  praife  of  the  wife  and  of  the  good 
onlv  was  to  be  defired. 


And  Scrip- 
ture lef- 
Ibns  ftated 
and  illu> 
tnted. 


But  it  was  referved  for  the  page  of  Scrip- 
ture to  point  out  to  us  diftin6tly,  wherein  it 
is  apt  to  be  effentially  defective  and  vicious, 
and  to  difcover  to  us  more  fully  its  encroach- 
ing nature  and  dangerous  tendencies ;  teach- 
ing us  at  the  fame  time,  how,  being  purified 
from  its  corrupt  qualities,  and  reduced  under 

juft 
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jnft  fubordination,  it  may  be  brought  into   sEcfiPi 
legitimate   exercife,    and  be  direfted  to   its       in. 
true  end. 

In  the  facred  volume  we  are  throughout 
reminded,  that  we  are  originally  fhe  crea- 
tures of  God's  formation,  and  continual  de- 
pendents on  his  bounty.  There  too  we  learn 
the  painful  leflbn  of  man's  degradation  and 
unworthinefs.  We  learn  that  humiliation 
and  contrition  are  the  diipofitions  of  mind  beft 
/uited  to  our  fallen  condition,  and  mdft  ac- 
ceptable in  the  fight  of  our  Creator.  We 
learn  that  thele  (to  the  repreffion  and  ex- 
tiriftion  of  that  ipirit  of  arrogance  and  felf- 
ilnportance,  fb  natural  to  the  heart  of  man) 
it  fhould  be  our  habitual  care  to  cherifli  and 
cultivate ;  ftudioufly  maintaining  a  continual 
(enfe^  that,  not  only  for  all  the  natural  ad- 
vantages over  others  which  we  may  poflefs, 
Ibut  that  for  all  our  moral  fuperiority  alio,  we 
are  altogether  indebted  to  the  unmerited 
goodnefs  of  God.  It  might  perhaps  be  faid 
to  be  the  great  end  and  purpofe  of  all  reve- 
lation, and  efpecially  to  be  the  delign  of  the 
Golpel,  to  reclaim  us  from  our  natural  pride 
and  felfiflinefs,  and  their  fatal  confequences ; 
to  bring  us  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  our  weaknels 
jmd  depravity ;  and  to  diipofe  us,  with  un- 
feigned 
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«^AP.    feigned  humiliation,  to  abafe  ourfelves,  and 
^^*       give  glory  to  God.     "  No  flefh  may  glory  in 
his  prefencc ;    he  that  glorieth,    let  him 
glory  in  the  Lord'* — *'  The  lofty  looks  of 
man  ftiall  be  humbled,  and  the  haughtinefs 
"  of  meiijj  fhall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord 
^  alone  (hall  be  exalted 


«-  " 


These  folemn  admonitions  are  top  gene- 
rally difregarded,  and  their  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  fubjed  we  are  now  conficfer* 
ing,  ajrpears  to  have  beeu  often  entirely 
overlooked,  even  by  Chriftian  mor^liftsr 
Thefe  aythors,  without  reference  to  the 
main  fpring,  and  internal  principle  of  con- 
^u6l,  are  apt  to  fpeak  of  the  love  of  human 
applaufe,  as  being  meritorious  or  culpable^ 
as  being  the  defire  of  true  or  of  falfe  glory,  ao? 
cprdingly  as  the  external  aftions  it  produces, 
^nd  the  purfuits  to  which  it  prompts,  are 
benejScial  or  mifchievous  to  mankind.  But 
it  is  undeniably  manifeft,  that  in  the  judge-? 
ment  of  the  word  of  God,  the  love  of  world- 
ly admiration  and  applaufe  is  in  its  nature 
efTentially  and  radically  corrupt ;  fo  far  as  it 
partakes  of  a  difj^ofitipn  to  exalt  and  aggran- 
^i5ce   ourfelvcs,    to   pride   ourfelves  on   our 

f     tfaiab,  ii.  i(» 

natural 
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natural  or  acquired  endowments,  or  to  afTume  sect. 
to  ourfelves  the  merit  and  credit  of  our  good  iri* 
qualities,  inftead  of  afcribittg  all  the  ho- 
nour and  glory  where  only  they  are  due. 
Its  guilt  therefore  in  thefe  cafes  is  not  to  be 
meafured  by  its  effedls  on  the  happinefs  of 
mankind;  nor  is  it  to  be  denominated  true 
crfalfe  glory  accordingly  as  the  ends  to  which 
it  is  direfted  are  beneficial  or  mifchievous, 
juft  or  unjuft  objefts  of  purfuit ;  but  it  is 
falfcj  becaufe  it  exalts  that  which  ought  to 
be  abafed,  and  criminal^  becaufe  it  encroaches 
on  the  prerogative  of  God. 

The  Scriptures  further  inftruft  us,  not 
merely  that  mankind  are  liable  to  error,  and 
therefore  that  the  world's  commendations 
may  be  fometimes  miftaken;  but  that  their 
judgement  being  darkened  and  their  hearts 
depraved,  its  applaufes  and  contempt  v\  ill  for 
the  moft  part  be  fyftcmatically  miiplaced  ; 
that  though  the  beneficent  and  difinterefte4 
fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  and  her  obvious  ten- 
dency to  promote,  domcftic  comfort  and  ge- 
neral Jiappinefs,  cannot  but  extort  applaule ; 
yet  that  her  afpiring  after  more  than  ordi<» 
nary  excellence,  by  exciting  fecret  mifgiv- 
ings  in  others,  or  a  painful  fenfc  of  inferio- 
rity not  unmixed    with   envy,    cannot  fail 

often 
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often  to  difguft  and  offend.  The  word  of 
God  teaches  us,  that  though  fuch  of  the  doc- 
trines and  precepts  of  Chriftianity,  as  arc 
coincident  with  worldly  interefts  and  pur- 
luits,  and  with  worldly  principles  and  fyf- 
terns,  may  he  profelfed  without  offence ;  yet, 
that  what  is  oppofite  to  thefe,  or  even  diflFe- 
rent  from  them,  will  be  deemed  needlefsly 
precife  and  ftri61:,  the  indulgence  of  a  morofe 
and  gloomy  humour,  the  fymptoms  of  a 
contra6led  and  fuperftitious  fpirit,  the  marks 
of  a  mean,  enflaved,  or  diflortcd  under- 
ftanding.  That  for  thefe  and  other  reafons, 
the  follower  of  Ciirifl  muft  not  only  make 
up  his  mind  to  the  occafional  relinquijliment 
of  worldly  favour,  but  that  it  fliould  even 
afford  him  matter  of  holy  jealoufy  and  fufpi- 
cion  of  himlclf,  when  it  is  very  lavifhly  and 
very  generally  beftowed. 

But  though  the  ftandard  of  worldly  efti- 
mation  differed  Id's  from  that  of  the  Gofpel ; 
yet  fince  our  affeftions  ought  to  l)e  fet  on 
heavenly  things,  and  converfant  about  hea- 
venly objects  ;  and  fmce  in  particular  the  love 
and  favour  of  God  ought  to  be  the  matter  of 
our  fupreme  and  habitual  delire,  to  which 
every  other  fhould  be  rendered  fubordinate, 
it  follows,    that   the   love    of    human   ap- 

plauie 
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plaufe  muft  be  manifeftly  injurious,  fo  far  as 
tends  to  draw  down  our  regards  to  earthly 
concerns,  and  to  circumfcribe  our  defires 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  this  world; 
Particularly,  that  it  is  impure^  fo  far  as  it  is 
tinftured  with  a  diipofition  to  eftimate  too 
highly,  and  love  too  well,  the  good  opinion 
and  commendations  of  man. 

But  though,  by  thcfe  and  other  inftruftions 
and  confiderations,  the  Holy  Scripture  warns 
us  againft  the  inordinate  defire  or  earned 
purluit  of  worldly  eftimation  and  honour; 
though  it  fo  greatly  reduces  their  value,  and 
prepares  us  for  lofing  them  without  furprife, 
and  for  relinquifhing  them  with  little  reluc- 
tance :  yet  it  teaches  us,  that  Chriftians  iu 
general  are  not  only  not  called  upon  abfo- 
lutely  and  voluntarily  to  renounce  or  forego 
them  ;  but  that  when,  without  our  having 
folicitoufly  fought  them,  they  are  beftowed 
on  us  for  actions  intrinfically  good,  we  are  to 
accept  them  as  being  intended  by  Provi- 
dence, to  be  fome times,  even  in  this  difor- 
derly  ftate  of  things,  a  prefent  folace,  and  a 
reward  to  virtue.  Nay  more,  we  are  inft:ru6l- 
ed,  that  in  our  general  deportment^  that  in 
little  particulars  of  condudt  otherwifo  indif- 
ferent, that  in  the  tircumjiances  and  manner 

of 
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c  HA^  of  perform  uig  a<^ions  in  ^  tbemfel vcs  of.  a  de-- 
ly*  terpiined  charader  and  indi(pcnfable  obligsr 
tipn,  (guarding  however  againll:. the  fin^eft 
^^gree  of  artifice  or  deceit)  that  by  wotchr 
ing  for  opportunities  of  doing  little  Idndr 
nefles,  th^  bj  avoiding  fuigularities^  and  even 
humouring  prejudices,  where  it  n>ay  be  done 
without  the  flightefl  infringement,  on  truth 
or  duty,  we  ought* to  have  a  dAie  re(pe^  and 
regard  to  the  approbation  and  favour  of  /nep* 
Thefe  however  we  fhouid  not  value,  chiefly 
as  they  may  adminifter  to  our  own  gratifi-*. 
cation,  but  rather  as  furnifhing  means  and 
inftruments  of  influence,  which  we  may  tura 
to  good  account,  by  making  them  fiibfervient 
to  the  improvement  and  happinefs  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  and  thus  conducive  to  the 
g/ory  of  God.  The  remark  is  almoft  fuper- 
fluous,  that  on  occafions  like  thefe  we  mufb 
even  watch  our  hearts  with  the  moft  jealous 
tare,  left  pride  and  felf-love  infcnfibly  infufc 
themfelves,  and  corrupt  the  purity  of  prin* 
ciples  lo  liable  to  contraft  a  taint. 

Credit  and  reputation,  in  the  judgement, 
of  the  true  Chriftian,  ftand  on  ground  not: 
very  different  from  riches ;  which  he  is  not 
to  prize  highly,  or  to  delire  and  purfue  with- 
foUcitude ;  but  which,  when,  they  are  .allotted.! 

.  to 
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to  him  by  the  hand  of  Providence,  he  is  to  « ^  c  t* 
accept  with  tbankfulnefs>  and  ufe  with  mo-  "'• 
deration;  relintjuifhing  them  when  it  becomes 
neceflary,  without  a  murmur;  guarding  moft 
circumfpeftly,  fo  long  as  they  remain  with 
him^  againft  that  (enfual  and  felfifh  temper, 
and  no  le&  againft  that  pride  and  wanton- 
nefs  of  hearty  which  they  are  too  apt  to  pro- 
duce and  cherifh ;  thus  confidering  them  as 
in  themfelves  acceptable,  but,  from  the  in- 
firmity of  hi*  nature,  as  highly  dangerous 
pofleilrons,  and  valuing  them  chiefly  not  as 
inflruments  of  luxury  or  Iplendour,  but  as 
affording  the  means  of  honouring  his  hea- 
venly Benefa6lor,  and  leiTening  the  miferies 
of  mankind. 

ChrisTianitV  hovX^eVer^  be  it  remen^ber^ 
cd,  propofes  not  to  extinguifh  our  natural 
defires,  but  to  bring  them  under  juft  con- 
troul,  and  direft  them  to  their  true  objefts. 
In  the  cafe  both  of  riches  and  of  honour, 
(he  maintains  the  Confiftency  of  her  charac- 
ten  While  fhe  commands  us  not  to  fet  our 
hearts  on  earthly  treafures,  fhe  reminds  us 
that  "  we  have  in  Heaven  a  better  and 
"  more  enduring  fubftance"  than  this  world 
Can  beftow ;  and  while  (he  reprefles  our  fb- 
licitude  refppfting  earthly  credit,  and  mo- 

Q  derates 
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derates  our  attachment  td  it,  fhe  holds  forth 
to  us,  and  bids  us  habitually  to  afpire  after, 
the  fplendours  of  that  better  ftate,  where,  is 
tyue  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality; 
thus  exciting  in  us  a  juft  ambition,  fuited  to 
our  high  origin,  and  worthy  of  our  large  ca- 
pacities, which  the  little,  mifplaced,  aad  pe- 
rifhable  diftinftions  of  this  life  would  in  vaiu, 
attempt  to  fatisfy. 

Generally        It  would  bc  mcrc  wafte  of  time  to  enter 

•I* 

Ui^ons"^    into  any  laboured  argument  to  i>fove  at  large^ 

S3fe  of  ^"^    *^^'  ^^^  ^^S^^  ^^  which  worldly  credit  and 
Scripture,    eftimation  are  regarded,  by  the  bulk  of  pro* 

fefled  Chriftians,  is  extremely  different  from 

that  in  which  they  arc  placed  by  the  page  of 

Scripture.      The  inordinate  love  of  worldly 

glory  indeed,  implies  a  paflion,  which  from 

the  nature  of  things  cannot  be  called  into 

exercife  in   the  generality  ot   mankind,  be- 

"    caiife,  being  converfant  about  great  objeds, 

it  can  but  rarely  find  that  field   which  is  rc- 

quifite  for  its  exertions.    But  we  every  where 

difcover  the  fame  principle  reduced  to  the 

dimenfions  of  common  life,  and  modified  and 

direfted  accorduig  to  every  one's  Iphere  of 

action.     We  may  difcover  it   in  a  fupremc 

love    of    diftindtion,    and   admuation,    and 

praife ;   in    the   univerfal   acceptablenefs  of 

9  flattery; 
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Hattery ;  and;  above  all,  in  the  exceflive  v^lua- 
aon'  of  piir  woridly  charafter,  in  that  watch-, 
fiilriefs  with  which  it  is  guarded,  in  that  jea- 
ioufy  when  it  is  queftioned,  in  that  fblicitude 
wheA  it  is  in  danger,  in  that  hot  refentmenfe 
wlieri  if  is  attacked,  in  that  Bitternels  of  liif- 
fering  when  it  is  impaired  or  loft.  All  thefe 
^motions,  as  they  are  too  manifeft  to  be  dif- 
puted,  fb  are  they  too  reputable  to  be  de»- 
rtied.  Difhonour,  dilgrace,  and  ihame,  pre* 
fent  images  of  horror  too  dreadful  to  be 
Taced ;  they  are  evils,  which^  it  is  thought 
the  mark  of  a  generous  Ipirit  to  confider  as 
excluding  every  idea  of  comfort  and  enjoy- 
rtient,  and  to  feel,  in  fliort,  as  too  heavy  to 
be  borne* 

The  confoquences  of  .all  this  are  natural 
and  obvious.  Though  it  be  not  openly 
avowed,  that  we  are  to  follow  after  worldly 
eftimation,  or  to  efcape  from  worldly  difre- 
pute,  when  they  can  only  "be  purfued-  or 
avoided  by  declining  from  the  path  of  duty  ; 
nay,  though  the  contrary  be  recognized  as 
being  the  juft  opinion  ;  yet  all  the  effed  of 
this  ipeculative  conceflion  is  foon  done  away 
in  faB.  Eftimating  worldly  credit  as  of 
the  higheft  intrinfic  excellence,  and  worldly 
iKame  as  the  grcateft  of  all  poflible  evils,  we 

Q  2  fome-- 
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(bmetimes  (hape  and  turn  the  path  of  duty 
itfelf  from  its  true  direction,  fb  as  it  may 
favour  our  acquiiition  of  the  one,  and  avoid- 
ance of  the  other ;  or  when  this  cannot  be 
done,  we  boldly  and  openly  turn  afide  from 
it,  declaring  the  temptation  is  too  ftrong  to 
be  refifted. 

Various  It  Were  eafy'to  adduce  numerous  proofs  of 

ttetr^thof  the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions.  It  is  proved, 
imitw^s  indeed,  by  that  general  tendency  in  Religion 
ofthcopi-    f^  conceal  herfelf  from  the  view,  (for  wc 

mom  on  '    ^  , 

this  point    might  hope  that  in  thefe  cafes  fhe  often  is 
•f  nominal  by  no  mcans  altogether  extuitt;  by  her  bemg 
**   apt  to  vanifh  from  our  converfations,  and. 
even  to  give  place  to  a  pretended  licentioul^ 
nefs  of  fentiments  and  condui^l,  and  a  falfe 
fliew  of  infidelity.    It  is  proved,  by  that  com- 
plying acquiefcence  and  ])aiticipation  in  the 
liabits  and   manners  of  this  diiTipated  age, 
which  has  almoft  confounded  everv  external 
diftinftidn  between  the  Chriftian  and  the  In- 
fidel, and  has  made  it  fo  rare  to  find  any 
one  who  dares  incur  the  charge  of  Chriftian 
Angularity,  or  who  can  fay  with  the  Apoftlc 
that  "  he  is  not  afliamed  of  the  Gofi^el  of 
Proof  from  *'  Chrift,"     It  is  provcd  (how  can  this  proof 
ti^com^    be  omitted  by  one  to  whofe  lot  it  has  {o  often 
""^"^  *       fallen  to  witnefs  and  lament,  fometimes  he 

'  '         fears 
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fears  to  afford  aii  inftancc  of  it?)  by  that 
quick  refcntment,  thofe  bitter  contentions, 
thofe  angry  retorts,  thofe  malicious  triumphs, 
that  impatience. x)f  inferiority,  that  wakeful 
ienlc  of  paft  defeats,  arid  promptnefs  to  re- 
venge themi  which  too  oflen  change  thecha- 
rafter  of  a  Chriflian  deliberative  Aflembly, 
itiio  that  of  a  flage  for  prize-fighters :  vio- 
lating at  oilce  the  proprieties  of  public  con- 
du6l^  and  the  rules  of  focial  decorum,  and  re- 
iiouncing  and  chafing  away  all  the  chai'ities 
of  the  Religion  of  Jefiis ! 

But  from  all'lefler  proofs,  our  attention  is  SlJ^L*. 
drawn  to  one  of  a  ftill  larger  flze,  and  more 
determined  charafter.  Surely  the  reader 
will  here  anticipate  our  mention  of  the  prac- 
tice of  Duelling:  a  praftice  which,  to  the 
difgrace  of  a  Chriflian  fbciety,  has  long  beei\ 
fuffered  to  exift  with  little  reftraint  or  oppo« 
jGtion, 

This  praftice,  whilft  it  powerfully  fup- 
port^,  chiefly  refls  on,  that  exceffive  over- 
valuation of  charafter,  which  teaches  that 
worldly  credit  is  to  be  preferved  at  any  rate, 
and  diigrace  at  any  rate  to  be  avoided.  The 
unreafonablenefs  of  duelling  has   been  often 

Q  3  proved, 


lir. 
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CHAP,  provedj  aiid  it  has  often. been  fli^wn  to. be 
crvnihal  on  various  principles :  ibmetimes  ic 
has  been  oppofed  on  grounds  hardly  teiiable  ; 
particularly  when  it  has  been  confidered  aa 
an  indicatipi?.  of  malice  and  revenge  ^aj..  But 
it  feems  hardjy  to  have  been  enough  noticed 
Duelling;,  in  what  chiefly  confift$  its  ejfential  guilt ;  that 
puchlf!  it  is  a  deliberate  preference  of  tjjp  fay9W«f  ^ 
lyconfias.  man,,  before  the  iavour  and  approbation  of 
God,  in  ^rticujo  mortis^  in  an  inftancc.  whercr 
in  our  own  life,  and  that  pf  a  fellow-ijr^aturc 
are  at  ftake,  and  wherein  we  run  the  vik  of 
rufhing  into  the  prefence  of  our  Maker  in 
.  /  the  very  a6l  pf  offending  him.  It  wquld 
•».....  u  Retain  us  tpo  long,  and  it  were  ibmewha^ 
betide  our  prefent  purpofe,  to  enumerate 
the  mifchievous  conlequences  which  refiilt 
from  this,  pr^dlice.  They  are  many  and 
gl^eat ; .  and  if  regard  be  had  merely  to  the 
temporal  inter  efts  of  men,  and  to  the  well** 
being  of  fbciety,  they  are  but  poorly  couii«- 
terbalanced  by  the  plea,  which  muft  be  ad- 
mitted in. its  behalf  by  a  candid  obierv^r  of 
human  xiature,  of  a  courtefy  and  refinement 
in  our  modem  manners  unknown  to  ancieQt 
times* 

« 

(d)  Vide  IJcy's  Tra<^,  Roufleau's  Eloiia,  and  many  pe- 
riodic^ EiTays  and  Sermons. 

.    ■    -•  ■  '  .     ,' 

But 
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But  there  is  one  obfervation  which  muft 

»  .  .      .  . 

not  be  omitted,  and  which  feems  to  have 
been  too  much  overlooked.  In  the  judge- 
i^pnt  of  that  Religion  which  requires  purity 
of  heart,  and  of  that  Beii[)g  to  whom,  as  was 
before  remarked,   "  thought  is  a6lion,"  he 

who  Uyes  ia  a  fettled  habitual  determination 
tp  coqimit  it,  when  circumftances  fliall  call 
ypon  him  ib  to  do  *.  This  is  a  confideration 
which  pljices  the  crime  of  duelling  on  a  dif-*- 
ferent  footing  frona  almoft  any  other  ;  indeed 
there  is  perhaps  no  other,  Which  msmkind 
h^bitwiUy  and  deliberately  refqlve  to  prac*- 
tife  whenever  the  temptafion  (hall  occujf^     It 

• 

ihews  alfo  that  the  crime  of  duelling  is  far 
more  general  in  the  higher  clafTes  than  is 
conimonly  fuppofed,  and  that  the  whole  {iim 
t)f  the  guilt  which  the  pra6tice  produces  is 
great,  beyond  what  has  perhaps  been,  ever 
conceived !  It  will  be  the  writer's  comfort 
to  haveiqlemnly  fuggefted  this  confideration, 
to  thie  confciences  of  thofe  by  whom  this 
impious  pr^dice  nxight  be  fiippreffed  :  If 
fuph  there  be,  which  he  is  ftrongly  in- 
clined to  believe,  their*s  is  the  crinaei  and 

*  Vide  "  Whofoever  looketh  on  a*  woman  to  luft  aftrir 
hcC)  hath  comiDitted  adultery  wrth  her,  &c.*^  Matt  r.  28^ 

Q  4  their's 
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oMAP*    their*s   the   relponfibility  of  fufFering-  it  to 
jv,       continue  {a). 

In  the  foregoing  obfervations,  it  has  not 
been  the  writer's  intention  to  difcuft  com* 
pletely  that  copious  fubjeft,  the  love  ef 
worldly  eftimation.  Ife  would' Ise  to  tfloeMA 
the  limits  of  a  work  like  this,  fully  to  invef- 
tigate  fo  large,  and  at  the  fame  time  i^  im- 
portant a  topic*  Enough,  however,  may  have 
perhaps  been  faid,  to  make  it  evident  that 
this  principle  is  of  a  charafter  highly  jw^ 
tionable ;  that  it  fhould  be  brought  under  ab« 
iblute  fubje6lion,  and  watched  with  the  mod: 
jealous  care  :  That,  notwithftanding  its  lofty 
pretentions,  it  often  can  by  no  means  juftly 

(a)  The  writer  cannot  omit  thts  opportunity  of  decbiv 
ing,  that  he  fhould  long  ago  have  brought  this  fubjefib  be^ 
fore  the  notice  of  Parliament,  but  for  a  perfect  convjAioh 
that  he  fhould  prbbably  thereby  only  give  encouragement 
to  a  fyftem  he  wifhes  to  fee  at  an  end.  The  pradice  has 
been  at  different  periods  nearly  flopped  by  pditive  knvs^ 
in  various  nations  on  the  Continent  \  and  there  can  be  litde 
doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  what  has  been  more  than  once  fug- 
gefled-— -a  Court  of  Honour^  to  take  cognizance  of  fuch 
ofiences  as  would  naturally  £idi  within  its  province.  The 
effe£b  cf  this  eflahlifhment  would  doubtleft  require  to  be 
enforced  by  legiflative  provifions,  direAly  punifhing  the 
prJi£Uce ;  and  by  difcouraging  at  court,  and  in  the  military 
and  naval  fituations,  all  who  fhould  direSly  or  indirefilybe 
guilty  of  it. 

boaft 
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boaft  that  high  origin  aiid  exalted  iiatnre, 
which  its  fuperficial  admirers  are  diipofed'  to 
concede  to  it.  What  real  intrinfic  effentiai 
value,  it  might  be  alked,  does  there  afppear  to  ^^*  "*- 
be  in  a  virtue,  which  had  wholly  changed  its  inorfmat* 
itotute  and  chara6ler,  if  public  opinion  had  ,^  efti-" 
been  different  ?  But  Jt  is  in- troth  x)f  bafc  ex-  "^^°- 
tra6tioh',  and  ungenerous  qualities,  Ipringing 
from  felfiflmeis  and  vanity,  and  low  ambi« 
tk»tp  by  diefe  it  iiibfifts,  and  thrives,  and  a6ls ; 
and  enVy,'  and  jealoufy,  and  detia^lion,  and 
hatfed,  and  variance,  are  its  too  faithful  and 
natmral  aflbciates.  It  is,  to  fay  the  beO:  of  it^ 
a  root  which  bears  fruits  of  a  poifbnous  as 
well  as  of  a  beneficial  quality.  If  it  fbme- 
times  Simulates  to  great  and  generous  enter- 
prifes,  if  it  urges  to  induftry,  and  fbmetimes 
to  excellence,  if  in  the  more  contracted 
fphere  it  produces  cburtefy  and  kindnefe ;  yet 
to  its  account  we  muft  place  the  ambition 
which  defblates  nations,  and  many  of  the 
competitions  and  refentments  which  inter- 
rupt the  harmony  of  Ibcial  life.  The  former 
indeed  has  been  often  laid  to  its  charge,  but 
the  latter  have  not  been  fufficiently  attended 
to ;  and  iHll  lefs  has  its  noxious  influence  on 
the  vital  principle,  and  diflinguilhing  graces 
of  the  Chriflian  chara&er,  been  duly  pointed 
out  and  enforced* 

To 
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CHAP.  To. read  indeed  the  waitings  of  certain 
^v^  Chriftian  moralifts,  faj  and  to  obferve  ha^ 
little  they  fecm  diipofed  to  call  it  in  queftion^ 
except  where  it  raves  in  the  conqueror^  pgo 
ihould  bp  almoft  tempted  to  fuipe^ ;  that» 
coi)fiderix>g  it  as  a  principle  of  iu/ch  potency 
iipd  prqvalei^ce,  as  that  they  muft  defpair  pf 
bringing,  it  into  jufl  fubjedlion,  fhey  were  Irt 
tent  only  on  complimenting  it  into  good  hu« 
mour  (like  thof?  barbarous  nations  wBich 
wpf fhip  the  evil  3pif  it  through  fear ;),  qt  rur 
ther;  t^t  they  were  ipaking  a  ibit  of  compp* 
iitipn  with  ^  en^iny  they  could  not  maA^r* 
aiid  were  willing^  on  condition  of  i):s  giving 
up  the  trade  of  war,  to  fuffer  it  to  xxdp  U04i£' 
turbed,  and  range  at  pleaivire*^ 


« I 


But  the  truth  is,  that  the  re^fbpijigs  jQf 
Chnftian  moralifts  too  often  exhibit ^l»it.fef^ 
tf^ces  of  tl:v^  genius  of  Chfiftian  ^  morfility. 
Of  this  pofition,  the  cafe  before  us  is  an  ii^ 
ftance.  This  principle  of  the  deiirQ  of  worldly 
diAin£tion  and  applaufe,  is  pfjten  allowed^ 
and  even  commended,  with  too^  fevy  qii^lifi- 
cations,  and  too  littL?  referve.  '  To  covgt 
wealth  is  bafe  and  fordid,  but  to  cpyet  honptw" 
is  treated  as  the  mark  of  a  generous ^n4  c^Xr 

•  (a)  Vide*  in  particular  a  paper  m  the  Guardian,  bf 

Addison,  on  Honour,  Vol.  ii. 

alted 
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sited  nature.  Thefe  writers  Iparcely  feem  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  though  the  principle  in 
queftion  tends  to  prevent  the  commiflion  of 
tho/e  grofler  afts  of  vice  which  woukj  injure 
us  in  the  general  eftimation  ;  yet  that  it  not 
fi^y  ikqps  therej  but  that  it  there  bsghis  to* 
lexert  almoft  an  i«^y ^  force  in:  the  oppofite  dir 
jprAiofl. '  They  do  not  confider  how  aptthis 
principle  i?,  even  iii  the  cafe  of  thofe  whp 
move  in  a  contrafted  fphere,  ^o  fill  us:witb 
v^n  conceits,  and  vicious  paflions ;  and,  above 
ally  how  it  tends  to  fix  the  aff?($ljons  on  earthly 
things,  and  tp  fteal  away  the  he^f  t  from  God, 
They  acknowledge  it  to  be  criininal  wJtxw  ^ 
produces  mifchie vous  cfFe6ls,  but  forggt  bow 
'^pt  it  is,  by  the  fubftitution  of  a  feH(p,ai^4 
xjomipt  motive,  to  vitiate  the  purity-.pf  iov^ 
good  actions,  depriving  them  of  every  tbii^g 
.which  rendered  them  truly  and  effentiaj|y  yar- 
luable.  That,  not  to  be  too  hailily  appr9ve49 
bepaufe  it  •  takes  the  fide  of  virtue,  it  qften 
works  her  ruin  while  it  aflerts  her  caufe,  ancf, 
like  Ibme  vile  feducer,  pretends  afFeftion  only 
the  more  fiirel^  19  betray.  o 

Ij  is  the  diftinguifliing  glory  of  Chriftianity  The  true 
n«t  tP  reft  fatisfied  with   fuperficial  appear-  ^o^^a^n 
inces,  but  to  redify  the  motives^   and  purify  J^j^rin^ 
the  heart.    The  true  Chriftiao,  in  obedience  «»p^' 

to 
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to  the  leffons  of  Scripture,  no  where  keeps 
over  himfelf  a  more  refolute  and  jealous  guard 
than  where  the  defire  of  human  eftimation 
and  diilinftiqn  is  in  queftion.  No  where  docs 
he  more  deeply  feel  the  infofficiency  of  his 
unaflifted  ftrength,  or  more  diligently  and 
carneftly  pray  for  Divine  afliftance.  He  may 
well  indeed  watch  and  pray  againft  flflj'ftff- 
croachments  of  a  paffion,  which,  when  ilif- 
fered  to  tranfgrefs  its  juft  limits,  difcovcrs  a 
peculiar  hoftility  to  the  diftinguifliing  graces 
of  the  Chriftian  temper ;  a  paffion  which  muft 
infenfibly  acquire  force,  bccaufe  it  is  in  con- 
tinual exercife  ;  to  which  almofl  every  thing 
without  adminiflers  nutriment,  and  the  growth 
of  which  within  is  favoured  and  cherilhed  by 
iuch  powerful  auxiliaries  as  pride  and  felfifli* 
nefs,  the  natural  and  perhaps  inexterminable 
inhabitapts  of  the  human  heart ;  of  which 
die  predominance,  if  eftablifhed,  is  thus  (b 
pernicious,  and  which  poffefles  fo  many  ad- 
vantages for  efFefting  its  eftablifhment. 

Strongly  impreffed,  therefore,  with  a 
fenfe  of  the  indifpenfable  neceflity  of  guarding 
againft  the  progrefs  of  this  encroaching  prin- 
ciple, in  humble  reliance  on  fuperior  aid,  the 
true  Chriftian  thankfully  ufes  the  mearks,  and 
habitually  exercifes  himfelf  in  the  conliderar 

tions 
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tions  and  motives,  fuggefted  to  hirn  for  that 
purpofe  by  the  word  of  God.  He  is  much 
occupied  in  fearching  out,  and  contemplating 
his  own  infirmities.  He  endeavours  to  ac- 
quire and  maintain  a  juft  convidion  of  his 
great  unworthiniefs  ;  and  to  keep  in  continual 
remerabrance,that  whatever  diftinguifties  him- 
felf  from  others,  is  not  properly  his  own,  but 
that  he  is  altogether  indebted  for  it  to  the  un* 
deferved  bounty  of  Heaven,  He  diligently 
endeavours  alfo,  habitually  to  preferve  ^jujl 
ienfe  of  the  real  worth  of  human  diftinftion 
and  applaule,  knowing  that  he  fhall  covet 
them  left  when  he  has  learned  not  to  over- 
rate their  value.  He  labours  to  bear  in  mind, 
how  undefervedly  they  are  often  beftowed, 
how  precarioiifly  they  are  always  poflefTed. 
The  cenfures  of  good  men  juftly  render  him 
fulpicious  of  himfelf,  and  prompt  him  care- 
fully and  impartially  to  examine  into  thofc 
l>arts  of  his  chara6ler,  or  thofe  particulars  of 
his  conduft,  wliich  have  drawn  on  him  their 
animadverfions.  The  favourable  opinion  and 
the  praifes  of  good  men  are  juftly  acceptable 
to  him,  where  they  accord  with  the  teftimony 
of  his  own  heart ;  that  teftimony  being  there- 
by confirmed  and  warranted.  Thofe  praifes 
favour  alfb  and  ftrengthen  the  growth  of  mu- 
tual  confidence  and  afFeftion,  where  it  is  his 

delight 


m 
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cHApl  delight  to  form  friendfhipSj  rich  not  left  ill 
?^:..^  ufe.than  comfort,  and  to  eftablifli  conne6liI>ris 
which  may  laft  for  even  But  even  in  the  cafe 
of  the  commendations  of  good  men,  he  luf* 
fcrs  not  himfelf  to  be  beguiled  into  an-  over* 
valuation  of  them,  left  he  (hould  be  led  to 
flibftitute  them  in  the  place  of  confciencc* 
He  guards  againft  this  by  reflefting  how^  ihdif^ 
tinftly  we  can  difcern  each  other's  motives, 
how  little  enter  into  each  other*s  clrctim- 
ftances,  how  miftaken  therefore  may  be  the 
judgeriients  formed  of  us,  or  of  our  a6lions, 
even  by  good  men,  and  that  it  is  far  from 
improbable,  that  a  time  may  come  in  whic]j 
we  may  be  compelled  to  forfeit  their  efteem, 
by  adhering  to  the  diftates  of  our  own  con* 
Iciences. 

r  » 

But  if  he  endeavours  thus  to  fit  loofe  to  the 
favour  and  applaufe  even  of  good  men,  much 
more  to  thoie  of  the  world  at  large :  not  but 
that  he  is  fenfible  of  their  worth  as  means  and 
inftruments  of  ufefulnefs  and  influence;  and 
under  the  limitations  and  for  the  ends  allowed 
in  Scripture,  he  is  glad  to  pofTefs,  obfervant 
to  acquire,  and  careful  to  retain  them.  He 
confiders  them  however,  if  we  may  again 
introduce  the  metaphor,  like  the  precious 
metals,    as  having  rather   an  exchangeable 

than 
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rtian  ai^  intrinfic  value,  as  defirable  not  fimply 
in  their  pofleflion,  but  in  their  ulc.     In  this 
view,  he  holds  himlelf  to  be  refponfible  for 
that  Ihai^  of  them  which  he  eujoysj  and, 
to  continue  the  figure,  as  bound  not  to  let* 
them  life  by  hini  unemployed,  this  were  hoard- 
ing ;   ni)t  to   lavifti   them   prodigally,     this- 
would  be  wafte;  not    imprudently  to  mif- 
apply  theni,  thus  were  folly  and  caprice  :  but 
as  under  an  obligation  to  regarci  them  as  con- 
ferred on  him  that  they  might  be  brought 
into  a6lion,  and  as  what  therefore  he  may 
by  no  means  throw  away,  though  ready,  if  it 
be  required,  to  relinquifh  them  with  cheer- 
fulness ;  and  never  feeluig  himfelf  at  liberty, 
in  confideration  of  the  ufe  he  intends  to  make 
of  them,   to  acquire  or  retain  them  unlaw- 
fully.    He  holds^it  to  be  his  bounden  duty  to 
feek  diligently  foroccafiohs  of  rendering  them 
fubfervient  to  their  true  purpofes  ;   and  when 
any  luch  occafion  is  found,  to   expend  them 
cheerfully  and   liberally,  but  with  dilcretion 
and  frugality  ;  being  no  lefs  prudent  in  deter- 
mining the  meafure,  than  in  ieleiling  the  ob- 
jeds    of  their   application,    that   they  may 
go  the  farther  by  being  thus  managed  with 
eeconomy. 


'*        i 
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Acting  therefore  oa  thefe  principlesi  hs 
wlU  fhidioufly,  and  diligently  ufe  any  degree, 
of  worldly  credit  he  may  enjoy,  in  removing 
or  lefTening  prejudices ;  in  conciliating  good-* 
will^  and  thereby  making  way  for  the  lefi 
obfl:ru£led  progrefs  of  truth}  and  in  pfovid- 
ing  for  its  being  entertained  with  candour^  or 
even  with  favour,  by  thofe  who  would  bar  all 
acceis  againfl  it  in  any  rougher  or  more 
homely  form.  He  will  make  it  liis  bufinefi 
to  fet  on  foot  and  forward  benevolent  and 
ufeful  fchemes ;  and  where  they  require  unit- 
ed efforts,  to  obtain  and  preferve  for  them  thb 
co-operation.  He  will  endeavour  to  difcoun* 
tenance  vice,  to  bring  modeft  merit  into  no* 
tice ;  to  lend  as  it  were  his  light  to  men  of 
real  worth,  but  of  lefs  creditable  name,  and 
perhaps  of  lefs  conciliating  qualities  and  man-* 
ners  ;  that  they  may  thus  fhine  with  a  reflec- 
ted luftre,  and  be  ufeful  in  their  turn,  when 
inverted  with  their  juft  eftimation.  But  while 
by  thefe  ai^d  various  other  means  he  ftrives  to 
render  his  reputation,  fo  long  as  he  poffeflea 
it,  fubfervient  to  the  great  ends  of  advancing 
the  caufe  of  Religion  and  Virtue,  and  of  pro- 
moting the  ha]:)pinefs  and  comfort  of  mankind^ 
he  will  not  tranfgrefs  the  rule  of  the  Scrip* 
ture  precepts  in  order  to  obtain,  to  cultivate, 
or  to  preferve  it,  refolutely  difclaiming  that 

dangerous 
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diangerous  fbphiftry'of  "  id6rng^e\dl  that  good 
**  may  come.**  Ready  however  to  reliaquifh 
his  reputation  when  required  fo  to  do,  he  will 
not  JJirow  it  away ;  and  fb  far  as  he  allow- 
ably may,  he  will  cautioufly  avoid  occafions 
of  diminifliing  it,'  inftead  of  ftudioufly  feek- 
irig,  or  needlefsly  multiplying  them,  as  feems 
fbmetimes  to  have  been  the  praftice  of  worthy 
but  imprudent  men.  There  will  be  no  ca- 
pricious humours,  no  felfifh  tempers,  no  mo* 
rofcnefs,  no  difcourtefy,  no  afFefted  feverity 
of  deportment,  no  peculiarity  of  language,  no 
indolent  negleft,  or  wanton  breach,  of  the  or-* 
dinary  forms  or  fafhions  of  fbciety.  His  re-* 
putation  is  a  poffeflion  Tcapable  of  ufes  too 
important  to  be  thus  {ported  away;  if  fa- 
crificed  at  all,  it  fhall  be  facrificed  at  the 
call  of  duty.  The  world  fhall  be  conflrained 
to  allow  him  to  be  amiable,  as  well  as  refpec- 
table  in  other  parts  of  his  charafter ;  though 
in  what  regards  Religion,  they  may  account 
him  unreafonably  precife  and  flrift.  In  this 
no  Icfs  than  in  other  particulars,  he  will  en- 
deavour to  reduce  the  enemies  of  Religion  to 
adopt  the  confefTion  of  the  accufers  of  the  Jew- 
ifhrulcr,  "we  fhall  not  find  any  fault  or  occafion 
**  againfl  this  Daniel — except  concerning  the ' 
**  law  of  his  God  :"  and  even  there,  if  he  give 
offence,  it  will  only  be  where  he  dares  not  do* 

R  otherwife ; 
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otherwile ;  and  if  he  fall  into  difefteem  or 
difgrace,  it  fhall  not  be  chargeable  to  any 
conduft  which  is  juftly  difhonourable,  or  even 
to  any  unneceffary  Angularities  on  his  part, 
but  to  the  falfe  ftandard  of  cftimation  of  a 
misjudging  world.      When  his   charafter.  is^ 
thus  miftaken,  or  his  conduft  thus  mifcon^^ 
fr:ued,  he  will  not  wrap  himfelf  up  in  a  myf* 
terious  fuUennefs  ;  but  will  be  ready,  where 
he  thinks  any  one  will  iiften    to  him  with 
patience   and    candour,    to   clear   up   what 
has  been  dubious,  to  explain  what  has  been 
imperfedly  known,  and  '^  fpeaking  the  truth 
"  in  love"  to  correft,  if  it  may  be,  the  erro- 
neous impreffions  which  have  been  conceived 
of  him.     He  may  fbmetimes  feel  it  his  duty 
publicly  to  vindicate  his  charafter  from  unjuft 
reproach,  and  to  repel  the  falfe  charges  of 
his  enemies  ;  but  he  will  carefully,  however, 
watch  againft   being  led  away  by  pride,  or 
being  betrayed  into  Ibme  breach  of  truth  or 
of  Chriftian  charity,  when  he  is  treading  in  a 
path  {o  dangerous.     At  fuch  a  time  he  will 
aUb  guard,  with  more  than  ordinary  circum- 
fpection,  againft  any  undue  folicitude  about 
his  worldly  reputation  for  its  own  lake ;  and 
when  he  has  done  what  duty  requires  for  its 
vindication,  he  will  fit  down  with  a  peace- 
able and  quiet  mind,  and  it  will  be  matter  of 

no 
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no  very  deep  toncern  to  him  if  his  endea- 
vours (hould  have  been  inefFe6hial.  If  good 
men  in  every  age  and  nation  have  been  often 
unjuftly  calumniated' and  difgraced,  and  if,  in 
liich  circumftances,  even  the  darknefs  of  pa- 
ganifm  has  been  able  contentedly  to  repofe 
itfelf  on  the  confcioufneft  of  innocence,  (hall 
one  who  is  cheered  by  the  Chriftian's  hope, 
who  is  aflured  alfo,  that  a  day  will  (hortly 
come  in  which  whatever  is  fecrct  (hall  be 
made  manifeft,  and  the  miftaken  judgements 
of  men,  perhaps  even  of  good  men,  being 
correfted,  that  "  he  (hall  then  have  praife  o£ 
"  God  ;••  (hall  fuch  an  one,  I  fay,  fink?  (hall 
he  even  bend  or  droop  under  fuch  a  trial  ? 
Thev  might  be  more  excufable  in  over-va* 
luing  human  reputation,  to  whom  all  beyond 
the  grave  was  dark  and  cheerlefs*  They  al(b* 
might  be  more  eaiily  pardoned  for  purfuing, 
with  fome  degree  of  eagernefs  and  folicitude, 

that  glory  which  might  furvive  them,  thus 
feeking  as  it  were  to  extend  the  narrow 
(pan  of  their  earthly  exiftence :  but  faf 
different  is  our  cafe,  to  whom  thcfe  clouds 
are  rolled  away,  and  "  life  and  immortality 
"  brought  to  light  by  the  Gofpel/*  Not  but 
that  worldly  favour  and  diflinftion  are  amongft 
the  beft  things  this  world  has  to  offer :  but 
the  Chriftian  knows  it' is  the  very  condition 

R  3  of 
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of  his  calling,  not  to  have  his  portion  here; 
and  as  in  the  cafe  of  any  other  earthly  en- 
joyments, fb  in  that  alio  of  worldly  honour, 
he  dreads,  left  his  fupreme  afFeftions  being 
thereby  gratified,  it  fliould  be  hereafter  faid 
to  him  "  remember  that  thou  in  thy  life-time 
"  receivedft  thy  good  things/' 

He  is  required  by  his  holy  calling  to  be 
viftorious  over  the  world;  and  to  this  vic- 
tory, the  conqueft  of  the  dread  of  its  dif- 
cfteem  and  difhonour  is  efTentially  and  indif^ 
penfably  required.  He  reflefts  on  thofe  holy 
men  who  "  had  trial  of  cruel  mockings  ;'* 
he  remembers  that  our  blefled  Saviour  him- 
felf  "  ^\  as  defpifed  and  rejefted  of  men  ;** 
and  what  is  he,  that  he  (hould  be  exempted 
from  the  common  lot,  or  think  it  much  to 
bear  the  fcandal  of  his  profcfTion  ?  If  there- 
fore he  is  creditable  and  popular,  he  confiders 
this,  if  the  phrafc  may  be  pardoned,  as  fbme- 
thing  beyond  his  bargain  ;  and  he  watches 
himfelf,  with  double  care,  left  he  fhould 
grow  over-fond  of  what  he  may  be  fhortly 
called  upon  to  rclinquifh.  He  meditates  often 
on  the  ])r()bability  of  his  being  involved  in  fiich 
circumftances,  as  may  render  it  neceflary  for 
bim  to  fubjcit  himfelf  to  difgrace  and  obloquy; 
ilins  fiiiniliarizing  himfelf  with  them  betimes, 

and 
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and  preparing  himfelf,  that  when  the  trying    sect* 
hour  arrives  they  may  not  take  him  unawares.      J^'^ 

But  the  cultivation  of  the  defire  of  "  that 
"  honour  which  cometh  from  Ggd,"  he  finds 
the  moft  efFeftual  means  of  bringing  his 
mind  into  a  proper  temper,  in  what  regards 
the  love  of  human  approbation.  Chriftian  !• 
would  thou  indeed  reduce  this  afFeftion  under* 
juft  controul — -furfum  corda !  Rife  on  the' 
wings  of  contemplation,  mi  til  thcpraifes  and* 
the  cenfiires  of  men  die  away  upon  the  ear, 
and  the  ftill  fmall  voice  of  confcience  is  no 
longer  drowned  by  the  din  of  this  nether 
world.  Here  the  fight  is  apt  to  be  occupied 
with  earthly  objefts,  and  the  hearing  to  be 
engroffed  with  earthly  founds ;  but  there  thou 
fhalt  come  within  the  view  of  that  refj^len- 
dent  and  incorruptible  crown,  which  is  held 
forth  to  thy  acceptance  in  the  realms  of  light, 
and  thine  ear  (hall  be  regaled  with  Heavenly 
melody  !  Here  we  dwell  in  a  variable  atmo* 
fphere — the  profped  is  at  one  time  darkened 
by  the  gloom  of  difgrace,  and  at  another  the 
eye  is  dazzled  by  the  gleamings  of  glory :  but 
thou  haft  now  afcended  above  this  inconftant 
region  ;  no  ftorms  agitate,  no  clouds  obfcure 
the  air,  and  the  lightnings  play,  and  the 
thunders  roll  beneath  thee. 

R  3  Thu; 
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CHAP.  Thus,  at  chofeii  feafons,  the  Chriftian 
IV.  exercifes  himfelf ;  and  when,  from  this  elc«» 
vated  region  he  defcends  -into  the  plain  be- 
low, and  mixes  in  the  buftle  of  life,  he  ftill 
retains  the  impreffions  of  his  more  retired 
hours.  By  thefe  he  realizes  to  himfelf  the 
unfeen  world ;  he  accuftoms  himfelf  to  {peak 
and  a£l  as  in  the  prefence  of"  an  innumerable 
^'  company  of  angels,  and  of  the  fpirits  of 
^^  juft  men  made  perfed,   and  of  God  the 

^-  J^^g^  of  ^^^  5"  ^^^  confcioufnefs  of  tAeir 
approbation  cheers  and  gladdens  his  foul, 
under  the  feoffs  and  reproaches  of  an  undifr 
cerning  world,  and  to  his  deliglited  ear,  their 
united  praifes  form  a  harmony  which  a  few 
difcordant  earthly  voices  cannot  interrupt. 

But  though  the  Chriftian  be  fbmetimcs 
enabled  thus  to  triumph  over  the  inordinate 
love  of  human  applaufe,  he  does  not  there*? 
fore  deem  himfelf  fecure  from  its  encroach-? 
-  ments.  On  the*  contrary,  he  is  aware,  {i:^ 
ftrong  and  aftive  is  its  principle  of  vitality,  that 
even  where  it  feems  extinft,  let  but  circum- 
ftances  favour  its  revival,  and  it  will  Ipring 
forth  again  in  renewed  vigour.  And  as  his 
watchfplncfs  muft  thus  during  life  know  no 
ttermination,  becaufe  the  enemy  will  ever  be 
^X  hand ;  fo  it  muft  be  the  more  clofe  and  vi-? 
*  gilant| 
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gilaiit,  becaufe  he  is  no  where  free  from 
danger,  but  is  on  every  llde  open  to  at- 
tatk.  *'  Sume  fuperbiam  qua^fitam  mentis," 
was  the  maxim  of  a  worldly  moralift :  but 
the  Chriftian  is  aware,  that  he  is  particu- 
larly aflailable  where  he  really  excels ;  there 
he^s  in  cfpecial  danger,  left  his  motives,  ori- 
ginally pure,  being  infenfibly  conupted,  he 
fliould  be  betrayed  into  an  anxiety  about 
worldly  favour,  falfe  in  principle  or  cxce{- 
five  in  degree,  when  he  is  endeavouring  to 
tender  his  virtue  amiable  and  refpe6led  in 
the  eyes  of  others,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
Scripture  injunction,  is  willing  to  let  his 
•*  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  that  they  may 
**  iee  his  good  works,  and  glorify  his  Father 
^*  which  is  in  heaven." 

He  watches  himfelf  alio  on  fmall  as  well 
as  on  great  occafions :  the  latter  indeed,  in 
the  cafe  of  many  perfons,  can  hardly  ever 
be  expefted  to  occur,  whereas  the  former 
are  continually  prefenting  themlelves:  and 
thus,  whilft  on  the  one  hand  they  maybe 
rendered  highly  ufeful  in  forming  and 
ftrengthening  a  juft  habit  of  mind  with  re-. 
Ipeft.  to  the  opinion  of  the  world ;  fb,  on  the 
other,  they  are  the  means  moft  at  hand  for 

'         ^  R  4  enabling 
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enabling  us  to  difcover  our  own  real  charaftcft 
Let  not  this  be  (lightly  pafled  over.  If  any 
one  finds  himfelf  fhrinking  from  difreputc  or 
difefteem  in  little  mftances ;  but  apt  to  folacc; 
himfelf  with  the  perfuafion,  that  his  fpiritis 
being  fully  called  forth  to  the  encounter,  he 
could  boldy  fland  the  brunt  of  (harper  trials ; 
let  him  be  flow  to  give  entertainment  to  {q 
beguiling  a  fuggeflion ;  and  let  him  not  for-* 
get  that  thefe  little  inftauces,  where  no  credit 
is  to  be  got,  and  the  vainefl  can  find  fmall 
room  for  felf-complacency,  furnifh  perhaps 
the  trueft  tefts  whether  we  are  afhamed  of 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  are  willing,  on 
principles  really  pure,  to  bear  reproach  fbr 
^he  name  of  Jelus. 

The  Chriftian  too  is  well  aware  that  thq 
exceflive  defire  of  human  approbation  is  ^ 
paflion  of  fo  fiibtile  a  nature,  that  there  is 
nothing  into  which  it  cannot  penetrate :  ancl 
from  much  experience,  learning  to  difcover 
it  where  it  would  lurk  unfeen,  and  to  deted: 
it  under  its  more  Ipecious  drfguifes,  he  finds, 
that  elfewhere  difallowed  and  excluded,  it  is 
apt  to  infinuate  itfelf  intp  his  very  religion^ 
where  it  efi^ecially  delights  to  dwell,  and 
pbftinately  maintains  its  refidence.  Proud 
piety  ftnd  oftentatious  charity,  and  all  fhg 
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ipoTc  open  efFeds  it  there  produces,  have  sect* 
]bcen  often  condemned,  and  we  may  difcover  Ji[^ 
the  tendencies  to  them  in  ourfplves,  with^^ 
out  difficulty^  But  where  it  appears  not  fb 
large  in  bulk,  and  in  fhape  fb  unambi^ 
guous,  let  its  operation  be  ftill  fufpe6led# 
Let  not  the  Chriftian  fufF^r  himfelf  to  be 
deceived  by  any  external  diffimilitudes  be- 
tween himfelf  and  the  world  around  him, 
trufting  pethaps  to  the  fincerity  of  the  prin- 
ciple to  which  they  originally  owed  their 
rile;  but  let  him  beware  left  through  the  in- 
ienfible  encroachments  of  the  fubtile  ufiirper, 
his  religion  fhould  at  length  have  "  only  a 
^  name  to  live,*'  being  gradually  robbed  of 
its  vivifying  principle  ;  left  he  fhould  be 
chiefly  preferved  in  his  religious  courfe  by 
the  dread  of  incurring  the  charge  of  levity, 
for  quitting  a  path  on  which  he  had  delibe- 
rately entered.  Or  where,  on  a  flrift  and  im- 
partial fcrutiny  of  his  governing  motives,  he 
may  fairly  conclude  this  not  to  be  the  cafe, 
let  him  beware  left  he  be  influenced  by  this 
principle  in  particular  parts  of  his  charac- 
ter, and  efpecially  where  any  external  fin- 
gularities  are  in  queflion ;  clofely  fcrutiniz- 
mg  his  apparent  motives,  left  he  fhould  be 
prompted  to  his  more  than  ordinary  religious 
pbfcrvauces,  and  be  kept  from  participating 

in 
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in  the  licentious  pleafures  of  a  diflipated  age, 
not  fo  much  by  a  vigorous  principle  of  in- 
ternal holinefs,  as  by  a  fear  of  leflening 
himfelf  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  ftri6ler 
circle  of  his  aflbciatcs,  or  of  fullering  even 
in  the  eflimation  of  the  world  at  large,  by 
violating  the  proprieties  of  his  affumed  cha* . 
rader. 

Parting  To  thofc  who,  in  the  important  particular 

thoft^who    ^^^^^^^  we  have  been  fo  long  difcuffing,   wifli 

wifh  to       to  conforrrj  themfelves  to  the  injiin6lions  of 

piflion  un-  the  word  of  God,  we  muft  advife  a  laborious 

^uJaibii.  watchfidnefs,  a  jealous  guard,   a  clofe  and 

frequent  icrutiny  of  their  dwn  hearts,  that 

they  may  not  miftake  their  real  charafter,  and 

too  late  find  themfelves  to  have  been  mxC- 

taken,  as  to  what  they  had  conceived  to  bfe 

their   governing    motives.      Above    all,    let 

them  labour,    with  humble  prayers  for  the 

Divine  affiftance,  to  iix  in  themfelves  a  deep, 

habitual,  and  praftical  fenfe  of  the  exciellence 

of  "  that  honour  which  cometh  from  God,** 

and  of  the  comparative  worthlefTnefs  of  «dl 

earthly   eftimation   and  pre-eminence.      In 

truth,  unlefs  the  affedions  of  the  foul  be  thus 

predominantly  engaged  on  the  fide  of  hear 

vcnly,  in  preference  to  that  of  human  honour, 

though  we  may  have  relinquiflied  the  poi--: 

fuit 
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fuit  of  fame,  we  fhall  not  have  acquired  that 
firm  contexture  of  mind,  which  can  bear 
dilgrace  and  fhame  without  yielding  to  the 
preflure.  Between  thefe  two  ftates  there  is 
a  wide  interval,  and  he  who,  on  a  fbber  re- 
view of  his  conduft  and  motives,  finds  rea- 
fon  to  believe  he  has  arrived  at  the  one,  mufl 
not  therefore  conclude  he  has  reached  the 
other.  To  the  one,  a  little  natural  mode-- 
ration  and  quietnefs  of  temper  may  be  luffi- 
cient  to  conduft  us:  but  to  the  other,  we 
can  only  attain  by  much  difcipline  and  flow 
advances ;  and  when  we  think  we  have  made 
great  way,  we  fhall  often  find  reafon  to  con- 
fcfe  in  the  hour  of  trial,  that  we  had  great- 
ly, far  too  greatly,  over-rated  our  progrefs. 

When  engaged  too  in  the  profecution  of 
this  courfe,  we  mufl  be  aware  of  the  fnares 
which  lie  in  our  way,  and  of  the  deceits  to 
which  we  are  liable :  and  we  mufl  be  pro- 
vided againfl  thefe  impofitions,  by  having 
obtained  a  full  and  diflinft  conception  of 
the  temper  of  mind  with  regard  to  human 
favour,  which  is  prefcribed  to  us  in  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  by  continually  examining  our 
hearts  and  lives,  to  afcertain  how  far  they 
correfpond  with  it.  This  will  prevent  our 
^ubflituting  contemplation  in  the  place  o£  ac- 
tion. 
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tion,  and  giving  ourfelves  too  much  up  to  thofe 
religious  meditations  which  were  formerly  re- 
commended, in  which  we  muft  not  indulge 
to  the  negled  of  the  common  duties  of  life : 
this  will  prevent  our  miftaking  the  gratifica- 
tion of  an  indolent  temper  for  the  Chriftian*s 
difregard  of  fame;   for,  never  let  it  be  for- 
gotten, we  muft  deferve  eftimation,  though  we 
may  iioX.poJfefs  it,  forcing  men  of  the  world  Xx% 
acknowledge,    that  we  do   not   want  their 
boafted  ipring  of  aftion  to   fet  us  m  mo- 
tion;  but  that  its  place  is  better  fupplied  to 
us  by  another,  which  produces  all  the  good 
of  their's  without  its  evil;  thus  demonftrat- 
ing  the  fuperiority  of  the  principle  which 
animates  us,  by  the  fuperior  utility  and  ex- 
cellence  of  its  etFeds.      This  principle,   in 
order  to  be  pure  and  genuine,  though  nerved 
with  more  than  mortal   firmnefs,    muft  be 
fvveetened  by  Ipve,  and  tempered  with  hu- 
mility.    The  former  of  thefe  qualities  will 
render   us   kind,    friendly,    and   beneficent, 
preventing  our  being  no  longer  on  the  watch 
to  promote  the    happinefs    or    comfort    of 
others,  than  whilft  we  are  ftimulated  by  the 
defire  of  their  applaufe ;  the  produce  of  which 
paflion,  whatever  may  be  vaunted  of  its  ef- 
fects  on    focial  intercourfe,    is    often    no- 
thing better  than  felfilhnels,  but  ill  conceal- 
ed 
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cd  under  a  fuperficial  covering  of  exterior    a£CT. 
courtefy. 

Humility,  again,  reducing  us  in  our  own 
value,  will  moderate  our  claims  on  worldly 
eftimation.  It  will  check  our  tendency  to 
oftentation  and  difplay,  prompting  us  rather 
to  avoid,  than  to  attraft  notice.  It  will  dif- 
pofe  us  to  fit  down  in  quiet  obfcurity,  though, 
judging  ourfelves  impartially,  we  believe 
ourfelves  better  entitled  to  credit,  than  thpfe 
ou  whom  it  is  conferred ;  clofing  the  en- 
trance againft  a  proud,  painful,  and  malig- 
nant paflion,  from  which,  under  fiich  cir- 
cumftances,  we  can  otherwiie  be  hardly  free, 
the  paflion  of  *>  high  difdain  from  fenfe  of 
"  injured  merit/' 


Love  and  humility  will  concur  in  produc- 
ing a  frame  of  mind,  not  more  diflinft  from 
an  ardent  thirft  of  glory,  than  from  that  fri- 
gid difregard,  or  inlblent  contempt,  or  often- 
tatious  renunciation  of  human  .favour  and 
diftinftion,  which  we  have  fometimes  feea 
oppofed  to  it.  Thefe  latter  qualities  may  not 
unfrequently  be  traced  to  a  flothful,  fenfiial, 
and  felfiih  temper;  to  the  confcioufnefe  of 
being  unequal  to  any  great  and  generous  at- 

^  tempts ; 
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tempts;  to  the  difappointment  of  fchemes 
of  ambition  or  of  glory :  to  a  little  perfbnal 
experience  of  the  world's  capricious  and  in- 
conftant  humour.  The  renunciation  in  thefe 
cafes,  however  fententious,  is  often  far  from 
fincere ;  and  it  is  even  made  not  unfre-- 
quently,  with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of 
that  very  diftin6lion  which  it  affefts  to  dis- 
claim. In  fbme  other  of  thefe  inftances, 
the  over-valuation  and  inordinate  defire  of 
worldly  credit,  however  difavowed,  are  abun- 
dantly evident,  from  the  merit  which  is  aA 
fumed  for  relinquifhnig  them ;  or  fiom  that 
four  and  fdrly  humour,  which  betrays  a 
gloomy  and  a  corroded  mind,  galled  and  fret- 
ting under  the  irritating  fenfe  of  the  want  of 
that  which  it  moft  wilhcs  to  pofTefs. 

• 
But  far  different  is  the  temper  of  a  Chrif- 
tian.  Not  a  temper  of  fordid  fenluality,  or 
lazy  apathy,  or  dogmatizing  pride,  or  difap- 
pointcd  ambition:  more  truly  independent 
of  worldly  eftimation  than  philofophy  with 
all  her  boafts,  it  forms  a  perfeft  contraft  to 
Epicurean  feUifhncfs,  and  to  Stoical  pride, 
and  to  Cynical  bi"utality.  It  is  a  temper 
compounded  of  firmnefs,  aiid  complacency, 
and  peace,  and  love;  and  manifefting  itfelf 
in  a6ts  of  kindnefs  and  of  courtely;  a  kind- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  not  pretended  but  genuine  ;<  a  courtefy, 
not  falfe  and  fuperficial,  but  cordial  and  fin- 
cere.  In  the  hour  of  popularity  it  is  not  in- 
toxicated, or  iniblent;  in  the  hour  of  unpo- 
pularity, it  is  not  delponding  or  morofe ;  un-. 
Ihaken  in  conftancy,  unwearied  in  benevo- 
lence, firm  without  roughnefs,  and  affiduoys 
without  ferv'ility. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  importance 
of  the  topic  which  we  have  been  inveftigating, 
it  will  require  much  indulgence  on  the  part 
of  the  reader,  to  excufe  the  difj^roportionate 
length  into  which  the  difcuflion  has  been  al- 
moft  infenfibly  drawn  out :  yet  this,  it  is 
hoped,  may  not  be  without  its  ufes,  if  the 
writer  have  in  any  degree  liicceeded  in  his 
endeavour,  to  point  out  the  dangerous  quali- 
ties and  unchriftian  tendencies  of  a  principle, 
of  fuch  general  predominance  throughout  the 
higher  clafles  of  fociety,  and  to  Higgeft  to  the 
lerious  inquirer  (bme  pra61ical  hints  for  its  re- 
gulation and  controul.  Since  the  principle 
too,  of  which  we  have  been  treating,  is  one  of 
the  moft  ordinary  modifications  of  pride ;  the 
difcuflion  may  alio  ferve  in  Ibme  degree  to 
fupply  a  manifeft  deficiency,  a  deficiency  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  fear  of  trcfpafilng  too  far 
on  the  reader's  patience,  in  having  but  flight- 
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CHAP*    Ijr touched  on  the  allowed  prevalence  of  that 
IV.      mafter  pallion,  and  on  the  allowed  negledt  of 
its  oppofite^  humility. 


Sect.     IV. 

f^Ae  generally  prevailmg  Error ^  offubftitutmg 
amiable  T'empers  and  ufeful  hives  in  the 
place  of  Keligion^  jldtted  and  confuted  \  with 
Hints  to  real  Chrifiians. 

Genewny  THERE  is  another  praftical  error  very 
pm^aiimg  generally  prevalent,  the  effefts  of  which  are 
highly  injurious  to  the  caufc  of  Religion ;  and 
which  in  particular  is  often  brought  forward 
when,  upon  Chriftian  principles,  any  advo- 
cates for  Chriftianity  would  prefs  the  prac- 
tice of  Chriftian  virtues. 

The  error  to  which  we  allude,  is  that  of 
exaggerating  the  merit  of  certain  amiable  and 
ufeful  qualities^  and  of  coniidering  them  as 
of  themfelves  fufficient  to  compenfate  for 
the  want  of  the  fupreme  love  and  fear  of 
God. 

It  feems  to  be  an  opinion  pretty  generally 
prevalent,  that  kindnefs  and  fweetnels  of  tfem- 

per; 


per  J  lympathizing^  benevolent,  and  generous 
affe^ions ;  attention  to  what  in  the  world^s 
cftimation  are  the  domeftic^  relative^  and  fb- 
cial  duties;  and  above  all  a  Kfe  of  general 
adlivity  and  ufefulnefs,  may  well  be  allowed, 
in  our  imperfed  ftate,  to  naake  up  for  the  de- 
fe6t  of  what  in  ftrid  propriety  of  fpecch  is 
tenned  Religion* 

Many  indeed  will  unrefervedly  declare,  Coimnoa 
and  more  will  hint  the  opinion^  that  ^^  the  on^^^ 
•*  difference  between  the  qualities  above-  ^^ 
mentioned  and  Religion,  is  rather  a  vtr^ 
bal  or  logical,  than  a  real .  find  effential 
**  difierence  5  for  in  trath  what  '.9x  they  but 
Religion  in  fabil^nce  if  not  in.  nartie  ?  Is 
it  not  the  great  end  of  Religion,  and  in 
particular  the  glory  of  Chrii^ianity,  to  ex* 
tinguifh  the  malignant  paeons;  to  curb 
**  the  vioknce,  to  controul  the  appetites, 
and  to  fmooth  the  afperities  of  man ;  to 
make  us  companionate  and  kind,  and  for- 
giving one  to  another ;  to  make  us  good 
hufbandsy  good  fathers,  good  friends,  and 
^  to  render  us  a62:iy^  and  ufeful  in  the  diA 
**  charge  of  the  relative,  focial,  and  civil  du- 
ties ?  We  do  not  deny  that  in  the  general 
mais  of  fbciety^  and  particularly  in  the 
^  lower  orders,  fuch  condud  and  tempers 

S  *•  cannot 
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^^  cannot  be  difFufed  and  nAaintained  by  a^ 
"  other  medium  than  that  of  Religion*     But' 
"  if  the  end  be  efFefted,  furely  it  is  only  un- 
"  neceflary  refinement  to  difptrte  about  Ac 
means.    It  is  even  to  forget  your  own  prin- 
ciples ;  and  to  rcfufc  its  juft  place  to  fblid 
praftical  virtue,  while  you  affign  too  high 
*'  a  value  to  fpeculative  opinions/*  *    • 

Ttfus  a  fatal  diftinftion  is  admitted  be- 
tween Moralit}^  and  Religion :  a  great  and 
defperate  error,  of  which  it  is  the  more  nc- 
ceflkry  tt>  take  notice;  becaufe  many  Who 
would  condemn,  as  -toe  ftrong,  the  languid 
in  which  this- opinion  is  fbmetimes  openly 
avowed,  ate  yet  more  or  lefe  tin6h!nBdwitfi 
the  notion  itfelf ;  and  under  the  habitual  fthd 
almoft  unperceived  influence  of  this  begtiil- 
ing  foggeftion,  are  vainly  folacing  their  infa- 
ginaiion*;  aiid'  repreffing  their  well-grounded 
feard  Goneeming  their  awn  ftate ;  and  are  alfo 
quietiiig*' rfieir  jiift  iblicitude  concerning  die 
fpiritual  condition  of  others^  and  ibothuig 
themfelves  in*  the  negleft  of  friendly  endear 
vours  for  their  improvement* 

Thsrs  can  hardly  be  ft  ftronger  proof  of 

the  curfory  and  fuperficial  \^ws,  with  whkh 

men  are  apt  to  fatisfy  themfelves  in  religioi^ 

2  concerns^ 
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coacerus,  than  the^prevalence  of  the  opimon 
here  in  queflion  ;  the  fklfehood  and  ibphiflnf 
of  which  muA  be ;  acknowledged  by,  any  one 
who,  adniitting  the  authority  of  Scjiptnre; 
will  examine  it  with  ever  fo  little  ierioiiihe& 
and  impartiality  of  mind;, 

Appe ALi NG  indeed  to  a  leis  ftri£k  ihindard,   The  woiti 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  (hew  that  the   tempen 
moral  worth  of  thelc  fwect  and  benevolent  by  a^ 
tempfera,  and  of  thefe'  ufefiil  live?^  is  apt  to  ^^^^^ 
be  .greatly  oveihrated.     The  former  involim*'   ««^n* 
tarily  gain  upon  our  affedlions  and  difarm  our 
leverer  j  udgements^  by  their  kindly,  comply* 
ing,  and  apparently  diiinter^fted  nature )  by 
their  prompting  men  to  flatter  inftead  of 
mortifying  our  pride,  to  iympiathize  either 
with  our  joys .  or  our  ibrrows,  to  abound  in 
obliging  ettehtionS'  and-  dfficea  of  courtefy^ 
by:  their,  obvioui  tts^ncy  to^  produce  and  ' 
tnaintacin  harmony  cand' comfort  in  fbdal  and 
domefi:ic.lig}«     It  is  not  however  unworthy 
of  remark,  that   from  the  commendaticMis 
which  are  fo  generally  beftowed  on  tkelfp 
qualities,  and  their  rendering  men'  univer- 
fally  acceptable  And  popular,  there  is  many  Muty 
a  fklfe  pretender  ttj  them,  who  gains  a  credit  ^^^^^ 
for  them  which  hd  by  no  means  deferves ;   ^«f«teiii. 
in:  whom,  they  -are  no  jkiore  than  the  proprie- 

S  2  ties 
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ties  of  his  aflumed  chara£):er,  or  even  a  maik 
which  is  worn  in*  public^  only  the  better  to 
conceal  ui  oppofite  temper.  Would  you  fee 
this  map  of  courtefy  and  fweetnefe  ftripped 
of  his  falfe  covering,  follow  him  unobfcrvcd 
into  his  family ;  and  you  (hall  behold,  too 
plain  to  be  miftaken,  felfifhnefs  and  fpleen 
r  harafling  and  vexing  the  wretched  fiibjedte  of 

their  unmanly  tyranny ;  as  if  being  releaied 
,  at  length  from  their  confinement,  they  wera^ 
making  up  to  themfelves  for  the  reftraint 
which  had  been  impoied  oa  them  in  the 
world.   I : ' 

Reaiiiiturt    - ,  BuT  where  the  benevolent  qualities  are  gc- 

Hm^n     tiuine^  they -often  deferve  the  name  rather  of 

Jr^J^    unliable  indin^is,  than  of  moral  virtues.     In 

*'ion***       inajiiy  cafe$,  they  imply  no  mental  conflidt,  no 

previous  difeipline :  they  are  apt  to  evaporate 

in  barren  ifenfibilities,  and  tranfitory  fympa- 

thies,  and  indplent  wifhes,  and  unprodu£live 

declarations  :    they  pofiefs  not  that  (Irength 

and  energy  of  charadler,  which,  in  contempt 

pf  difficulties  and  dangers,  produce  alacrity  in 

feryice,  -vigour  and  perfeverance  in  aftion. 

Dcftitute  of  proper  firmnefs,  they  often  en- 

'  439prage  that  vice  and  folly  which  it  is  their 

efpecial  duty  to  reprefs;  and  it  is  well  if, 

their  ibft  complying  humour,  they  arc 

not 
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not  often  drawn  in  to  participate  in  what  is 
wrong,  as  well  as  to  connive  at  it.     Thus 
their  poffeflbrs  are  frequently,  in  the  eye  of 
truth  and  reafbn,  bad  magiftrates,  bad  pa** 
rents,  bad  friends ;    defective  in  thoie  very 
qualities,  which  give  to  each  of  thofe  feve-  > 
ral  relations  its  chief  and  appropriate  value. 
And  this,  let  it  be  alfb  obfervcd,  is  a  defeft 
which  might  well  bring  into  queftion  that 
freedom  from  felfilhnefs,  which  is  lb  often 
claimed  for  them ;  inafmuch  as  there  is  too' 
great  reafon  to  fear,  that  it  often  arifes  in  us 
chiefly  from  indiipofition  to  fubmit  to  a  pain- 
ful ef^rt,  though  real  good-will  commands^ 
the  lacrifice,  or  from  the  fear  orieffening- 
the  regard  in  which  we  are  held,  gmd  the 
good  opinion  which  is  entertained  of  us. 

It  fliould  farther  alfo  be  obferved  concern-  Thtirihort 
ing  thefe  qualities,  when  they  are  not  rooted  noutdura. 
in  religion,  that  they  arc  of  a  fickly  and  a 
Ihort-livcd  nature,  and  want  that  hardy  and 
vigorous  temperament,  which  is  i;cquifite  for 
enabling  them  to  bear  without  injury,  or 
even  to  furvive,  the  rude  fhocks  and  the  va« 
fiable  and  churlifh  feafons,  to  which  in  fuch 
a  world  as  this  they  mtuft  ever  be  expofed. 
. Jt  is  only  a  Chrijlian  love,  of  which  it  is  the 

!S  3  chara<£ler. 
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charafter,  that  "  it  iuffibreth  long,  and  yet  is 
**  kind ;"  "  that  it  is  not  eafily  provoked^ 
^  that  it  beareth  all  things,  and  endureth  all 
**  things."  In  the  fpring  of  youth  indeed, 
the  bloo4.  flows  freely  through  the  veins ; 
ve  are  flufhed  with  health  and  confidence  ;, 
hope  is  young  and  ardent;,  our  defires  are  un- 
ited, an4  whatever  we  fee  has  the  grace  of 
novelty ;  we  are  the  naore  difpofed  to  be 
good-natured, .  becaufe  we  are  pleafed ;  pleaA 
44f  bppauie  yniyerfally  well  received.  Where- 
over  we  caft  our  eyes,  we  fee  fome  face  of 
£riendfbipj  and  love,  and  gratulation :  All  na- 
tore  ihiiles  around  us.  In  this  feafbn  the 
Amiable  feippers  of  which  we  have  beea 
4>citlMng  ^turally  fpring  up.  The  foil  iuits^ 
the  climate  favours  them.  They  appear  to 
ihoot  forth  vigoroufly  and  bloflbm  in  gay 
luxuriance.  To  the  foperflcial  elye,  *  all:  is 
fiiir  and  fiouriihing  ;  we  anticipate  the  fruits 
of  Autumn^  and  promife  ourfelves  an  ample 
produce.  But^  by  and*  by  the  fun  fcorches, 
the  frofl:  nips,  the  winds  rife,  the  rains  de- 
fcend ;  our  goldtn  dreams  ace  blafled,  all  our 
fond  expectations  are  no  more.  Our  youth- 
fill  efforts  let  it'  bq  fuppofed' 'have  been  fiic- 
cefsful ;  and  we  rife  to  wealth  or  eminence. 
A  kind  flexible  temper  and  popular  manners 

have 
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have  produced  in  us,  as  they  are  too  apt,  a 
youth  of  eafy  fbcial  diflipation,  and  unpro* 
du^ve  idleneis ;  and  we  are  overtaken  toa 
late  by  the  confcioufuefs  of  having  wafted 
that  time  which  cannot  be  recalled,  and 
thofe  opportunities  which  we  cannot  now 
recover.  We  fink  into  diiregard  And  obfcu- 
rity  when,  there  being  a  call  for  qualities  of 
more  energy,  indolent  good  nature  muft  fall 
back.  We  are  thruft  out  of  notice  by  acci* 
dent  or  misfortunes.  We  are  left  behind  by 
thofe  with  whom  we  ftarted  on  equal  terms, 
and  who,  originally  perhaps  having  lefs  pre« 
feenfions  and  fewer  advantages,  have  greatly 
outftripped  us'  in  the  race  of  honour:  and 
their  having  got  before  us  is  often  the  more 
galling,  becaufe  it  appears  to  us,  and  perhaps 
with  reafon,  to  have  been  chiefly  owing  to  a 
generous  eafy  good-natured  humour  on  our 
part,  which  diipoi^d  us  to  allow  them  at 
firft  to  pafs  by  us  without  jealoufy,  and  led 
us  to  give  place  without  a  ftruggle  to  their 
more  lofty  pretentions.  Thus  we  lufFered 
them  quietly  to  occupy  a  ftation  to  which 
originally  we  had  as  fair  a  claim  as  they ; 
but,  this  ftation  being!  once  tamely  iiirren* 
dered,  we  have  forfeited  it  iox  ever.  Mean- 
while our  awkward  and  vain  endeavours  to 
jcecovor  it,  at  the .  fame  time,  that  they  fhew 
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the  want  of  ielfrknowledge  and  compofurfl^ 
in  our  riper  years^  as  much  as  in  our  younger- 
yfrc  had  been  deftitute  of  exertion,  ferve  only 
to  make  our  inferiority  more  manifeft,  and  to 
bring  our  difconteut  into  the  fuller  notice  of 
an  ill-natured  world,  which  however  not  lui- 
juftly  condemns  and  ridicules  our  mifplaced 
ambition. 

It  may  be  fufEcient  to  have  hinted. at  a 
few  of  the  viciffitudes  of  advancing  life; 
Jet  the  reader's  own  mind  £11  up  the  cata* 
logue.  Now  the  bofbm  is  no  longer  cheer* 
ful  and  placid ;  and  if  the  countenance  pre^ 
ferve  its  exterior  charafter,  this  is  no  longqr 
the  honcft  expreffioa  of  the  heart.  ProA 
pcrity  and  luxury,  gradually  extinguifhing 
iympathy,  and  puffing  up  with  pride,  harden 
and  debaie  the  ibuL  In  other  inilances^ 
ihame  libcretly  clouds,  and  remorfe  begins 
to  fting,  and  fulpicion  to  corrode,  and  jea- 
loufy  and  envy  to  embitter, .  Difappointed, 
hopes^  un&cceisful  competitions,  and  fruf7 
trated  pur&iits,  ibur  and  irritate  the  tem« 
per.  A  little  perfonai  experience  of  the 
felfiihnefs  of  mankind,  damps  our  gene-t 
rous  warmth  and  kind  afFefticns ;  reprov^ 
ing  the  prompt  feniibiHty  and  unfufpe6iing 

of  our  earlier  years.     Above  all, 

ingratitude 
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ingratitude  fickens  the  heart,  and  chills  and 
thickens  the  very  life's-blood '  of  Jbenevo- 
lencec  till  at  length  our  youthftil  Nero,  foft 
and  (ufceptible,  becomes  a  hard  and  cniel 
tyrant  J  and  our  youthful  Timon,  the  gay,  the 
generous,  the  beneficent,  is  changed  into  a 
cold,  four,  filent  mifanthrope. 

And  as  in  the  cafe  of  amiable  tempers,  fo  wmtfacif 
in  that  alfo  of  what  arc  called  ufeful  lives,  it  ^SS" 
rauft  be  confeffed  that  their  intrinfic  worthy  ^y  *]>«_,  ^ 
arguing  ftill  merely  on  principles  of  reafbn,  wnffiftcd 
is  apt  to  be  greatly  over-rated*      They  aro 
often  the  refult  of  a  difpofition  naturally  buftt 
ling  and  aftive,  which  delights  in   motion, 
and  finds  its  labour  more  than  repaid^  cither 
by  the  very  pleafure  which  it  takes  in  its 
employ mfents,  or  by  the  credit  which  it  de-*- 
rives  from  them.  Nay  further ;  if  it  be  grants* 
ed  ihat  Religion  tends  in  general  to  produce 
ufefulnefs,  particularly  in  the  lower  orders^ 
who  compofe  a  vaft  majority  of  every  fb- 
ciety  5  and  therefore  that  thefe  irreligious  men 
of  xifeful  lives  are  rather  exceptions  to  the 
general  rule ;  it  mufl  at  leafl  be  confefled 
that  they  are  fb  far  ulelefs,  or  even  pofitively 
mifchievous,  as  they  either  negledl  to  encou* 
f^ffe   or  adqally  difcourage  thaf  principle, 

"  which 
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C1I A  P.    which  is  the  great  operative  ipring  of  ufefuU 
*^*       nels  in  the  bulk  of  mankind. 

Thus  it  might  well  perhaps  be  queftioned, 
eftimating  fhefe  men  by  their  own  flandard, 
whether  the  particular  good  in  this  cafe,  is 
not  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  general 
evil ;  ftill  more,  if  their  condu6t  being  brought 
to  a  flridl  account,  they  ihould  he,  charged^  as 
they  juftly  ought,  wkh  the  lofs  of  the  good 
which,  if  they  had  manifeftly  and  avowedly 
9£ted  from  a  higher  principle,  might  have 
been  produced,  not  only  dire£Hy  in  tfaem- 
ielves,  but  indirectly  and  remotely  in  others^ 
from  the  extended  efficacy  of  a  religious  ex- 
ample. They  may  be  compared,  not  un- 
aptly, to  perfons  whom  fbme  peculiarity  of 
conftitution  enables  to  fet  at  defiance  thole 
eftablifhed  rules  of  living,  which  muft  be  ob- 
ferved  by  the  world  at  large.  Thefe  healthy 
debauchees,  however  tbey  may  plead  in  their 
defence  that  they  do  themfelves  no  injury, 
would  probably,  but  for  their  exceffes,  have 
both  enjoyed  their  health  better,  and  pre- 
served it  longer,  as  well  as  have  turned  it  to 
lietter  account ;  and  it  may  at  leaft  be  urged 
againft  them,  that  they  difparage  the  laws  of 
tiemperance,    and  fatally  betray  others  into 

the 
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tke  breach  of  them^  by  affording  aii  iiiilance    sbcti.. 
of  their  being  tranfgreffed  with  impunity,  Jv, 


But  were  the  merit  of  thefe  amiable  qua-  Real  worth 
lities  greater  than  it  is,  and  though  it  were  tcm^'A  * 
not  liable  to  the  exceptions  which  have  been  iiv^,"^heli 
alleored  ascainil  it,  yet  could   they  be  in  no  of^ground, 
degree  admitted,  as  a  compeniation  for  the  gion,efti. 
want  of  the  ilipreme  love  and  fear  of  God,  chriftiaa 
and  of  a  predominant  defire  to  promote  his  p""'^*?*^ 
glory.     The   obfervance   of  one  command* 
mer^t,    however    clearly    and    forcibly    en- 
joined, cannot  make  up  for   the  negleft  of 
another,  which  is  enjpiaed  with  equal  clear- 
neis  and.  equal  force.     To  allow  this  plea 
in  the  prefent  inilance^  would  be  tp  permit 
men  to  abrogate  the  firft  table  of  the  law  on 
condition  of  their  obeying  the  fecond.     But 
Religion  fuifers  not  any  iuch  comfojitton  of 
duties.     It  is  on  the  very  felf  fame  miferable 
principle,  that  fbme  have  thought  to  atone  for 
a  life  of  injuftice  and  rapine  by  the  ftriftnefs 
of  their  religious  obfervances.     If  the  former 
clafs  of  men  can  plead  the  diligent  difchargc 
of  their  duties  to  their  fellow-creatures,  the 
latter  will  urge  that  of  their*s  to  God.     We 
eafily  fee  the  falfehpod  of  the  plea  in  the  lat- 
ter cafe;  i^nd.it.is  only  felf-deceit  andpartia- 
Jity  which  prevent  its  being  equally  vifible  in 

the 
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the  formef.  Yet  (a  it  is  ;  fuch  is  the  unequal 
meafure,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion, 
which  we  deal  out  to  God,  and  to  each  other. 
It  would  juftly  atid  univcrfally  be  thought 
falfe  confidence  in  the  religious  thief  or  the 
religious  adulterer,  (to  admit  for  the  fake  of 
argument  fuch  a  folecifm  in  terms)  ta  fblace 
himfelf  with  the  firm  perfuafion  of  the  Divine 
favour :  but  it  will,  to  many,  appear  hard  and 
precife,  to  deny  this  firm  perfuafion  of  Divine 
apprbbation  to  the  avpwejily  irreli^ous  than 
of  fpcial  an4  domQftic  uffefvilnefsp 

WiLi,  it  here  be  urged,  that  the  writcf  ij 
pot  doing  juftice  to  his  opponent's  argument ; 
which  is  not,  that  irreligious  men  of  ufeful 
lives  may  be  excufed  for  neglefting  their  du- 
ties towards  God,  in  confideration  of  their 
exemplary  difcharge  of  their  duties  towards 
their  fellow-creatures ;  but  that  in  performing 
the  latter  they  perform  the  former  virtually. 
9Si6fubJlantialfy^  if  not  in  name  ? 

■ 

Can  then  our  opponent  deny,  that  the 
Holy  Scriptures  are  in  nothing  more  full 
and  unequivocal,  th^n  in  their  injunc*- 
tions  on  us  fupremely  to  love  and  fear  God, 
and  to  wbrfhip  and  ferve  him  continually 
with  humble  and  grateful  hearts  j  habituallv 

regarding 
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regarding  him  as  our  Benefador,   and  Sove- 
reign,  and   Father,  and  abounding  in  fen- 
timents  of  gratitude   and   loyalty,    and  re- 
fyeftful  afFc6iion  ?   Can  he  deny  that  •  thefe 
pofitive  precepts  are  rendered,  if  poffible,  ftill 
more:  clear,   and  *  their  authority  (till  more 
binding,,  by  illuftrations  and  indireft  confir- 
Hiatidns  almofl  innumeraUe?  And  who  then 
is  that  bold  intruder  into  the  counfels  of  infi- 
mi6  wifdom,   who  in  palpable  contempt  of 
thefe  precife  commands,  thus  illuArated  alfo 
and  confirmed,  will  dare  to  maintain  that, 
knowing  the  intention  with  which  they  were 
primarily  given,  and  the  ends  they  were  ulti- 
mately deligned  to  produce,. he  may  inno* 
cently  negleft  or  violate  their  plain  obliga- 
tions ;  on  the  plea  that  he  conforms  himfelf, 
though  in  a  different  manner,  to  this  primary 
intention,  and  produces,  though  by  different 
means,  thefe  real  and  ultimate  encfs  ? 

This  mode  of  arguing  is  one,  with  which, 
to  fay  nothing  of  its  infolent  prophanenefs^ 
the  heart  of  man,  prone  to  deceive  himfelf 
and  partial  in  his  own  caufe,  is  not  fit  to  be 
trufted.  Here  again,  more  cautious  and  jea- 
lous in  the  cale  of  our  worldlv,  than  of  our 
religious  interefts',  we  readily  difcern  the 
fallacy  of  tliis  reafoning  and  proteft  againfl  it, 
whep  it  ii  attemptjjd  to-  Jbe  in.troducecj  into 

Jhp 
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CHAP,    the  commerce  of  lifc^     We  fee  dearly  that 

'^*       it  would  afford  the  'means  of  refining  away 

by  turns  every  moral  obligation.     The  adul* 

terer  might  allow  himfelf  with  a  good  confci-' 

ence,  to  violate  the  bed  of  his  unfufpe&mg 

friend,  whenever  Jie  could  allure  himfelf  that 

his  crime  would  efcape  dete^ion ;  for  theo^ 

where  would  be  the  evil  and  mifery,  the  prc« 

vention  of  which  was  the  real  ultimate  ob^ 

jeft  of  the  prohibition   of  adultery  ?     f  he 

thief,:  in  like  manner,  and  even  the  murderer^ 

might  find  abundant  room  for  the  hmocemf 

cxercife  of  their  refpeftive  occupations,  x^ 

guing  from  the  primary,  intention  and  rea][ 

ebjedls  of  the  commands,  by  which  theft  and 

murder    were    forbidden.      There   perhaps 

exi^  .riot  a  crime,  to  Svhich  this  crooked 

morality  would  not  furniih  fbme  conveuient 

opening. 

-•      ■  •  .It 

But  this  miferable  Ibphiftry  defcrves  not 

that  we  (hould  fpend  fo  much  time  in  the 

refutation  of  it.     To  difcern  its  fallacioufnefs, 

requires  not  acutencfe  of  underftanding,   fb 

much  as  a  little  common  honcfly.  **  There  is 

^  indeed  no  furer  mark  of  a  falfc  and  hollow 

•*  heart,  than  a  difpofition  thus  to   quibble 

**  away  the  clear  injunftions'  of  duty  and  con- 

"  fcience  (a)  :*'  It  is  the  wretched  rcfburce  of 

(a)  Vide  Smith's  Theory  ^  Moral  SentiiBeiits. 

adif. 


a  diiingenuQFOS  mind,  endeavouring  to  cfcape 
from  convi^ions  before  which  it  cannot  {land, 
and  to  evade  obligations  whioh  it  dares  ndt 
difavow.  ''  ■ 

The  arguments  which  have  been  adduced 
would  furely  be  Efficient  to  difprove  the  4ex-i 
travagant  pretenfions  of  the  qualities  undeir 
confideration,  though  thofe  qualities  were 
perfi£l  in  their  nature.  But  they  are  not 
perfeft.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  radically 
defe61ive  and  corrupt ;  they  are  a  body  with^ 
eut  a  ibul ;  they  want  the  vital  a^uating 
principle,  or  rather  they  ^are  ammaCed  and 
akShaated  by  a  faife  one.  Chriftianity,  let  me 
avail  myfelf  of  the  very  words  of  a  friend  (a) 
kiinaintaining  h^  argunient,  is  '^^  a  Religion 
^  of  naotives."  ^hat  only  is  Chriftian  prac** 
tice,  which  flows  from  Chriftian  principles  t 
and  none  elfe  will  be  admitted  as  fiich  by  Him, 
who  w;ll  be  obeyed  as  ^ell  as  worihipped 
^  in  (pirit  and  in  trtith/* 

« 

This  alio  is  a  pofitidn^ of  which,  in  our  In- 
tdrcourfe  with  otir  fellow-fcrcatures,  we  clearly 

^  (a)  The  writer  hopes  that  theti^wic  to  ifriucb  he  k  ro? 
ferring  is  fo  well  knowo,thathe  needs  icarceljr  naoie  Mrs^ 
H.  Mont, 

dilcern 
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■ 

difcern  the  juftice^  and  univerfally  admit  thd 
force*  Though  wc  have  received  a  benefit 
at  the  hands  of  any  one,  we  fcarcely  feel 
grateful,  if  we  do  not  believe  the  intention 
towards  us  to  have  been  friendly*  Have  wc 
lerved  any  one  frofti  motives  of  kindneis,  and 
is  a  return  of  fervice  made  to  us  ?  We  hardly 
feel  ourfelves  worthily  requited,  except  that 
return  be  diftated  by  gratitude.  We  fliould 
think  ourfelves  rather  injured  than  obliged  by 
it,  if  it  were  merely  prompted  by  a  proud  un- 
willin^nefs  to  continue  in  our  debt  *•  What 
hulband,  or  what  father,  not  ablblutely  dead 
to  jevery  generous  feeling,  would  be  fatis« 
fied  with  a  wife  or  a  child  ;  who,  though  he 
tolild  not  charge  them  with  any  $i6hial  breach 
of  their  refpedive  obligations,  fhould  yet 
coAfeffedly:  perform  them  from  a  cold  lenfe  of 
duty,  in  place  of  the  quickening  energies 
of  conjugal  and  filial  afFedion  ?  What  an  in- 
fult  would  it  be  to  fuch  an  one,  to  tell 
him  gravely  that  he  had  no  realbxi  to  com- 
plain J 

ThjE  unfairnefs,  with  which  we  fuffer  our*^ 
felves  to  reafon  in  matters  of  Religion^  is 
no  where  more  ftrikinsj  than  in  the  inftance 

*  S^c  Smith\s  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments.     .  . 

bcfom 
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bfefore  us.  It  were  perhaps  not  unnatural  to 
luppofe  that,  as  we  'cannot  fee  into  each 
other's  bofbms,  and  have  no  fiire  Way  of 
judging  any  one's  internal  principles  but  by 
his  external  aftions,  it  would  have  grown 
into  an  eftablifhed  rule,  that  when  the 
latter  were  unobjeftionable,  the  former  were 
not  to  be  queftioned  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  that  in  reference  to  a  Being  who 
fcarches  the  heart,  our  motives,  rather  than 
our  external  aftions,  would  be  granted  to  be 
the  juft  objeds  of  inquiry.  But  we  exaftly 
reverfe  thefe  natural  principles  of  reafbning. 
In  the  cafe  of  our  fellow-creatures,  the  mo- 
tive is  that  which  we  principally  inquire  after 
and  regard.  But  in  the  cafe  of  our  fupreme 
Judge,  from  whom  no  fecrets  are  hid,,  we 
lufFcr  ourfelves  to  believe  that  internal  prin- 
ciples may  be  difpenfed  with,  if  the  external 
action  be  performed  !  • 

Let  us  not  however  be  fuppofed  ready  to  Thctme 
concede,  in  contradiction   to  what  has  been  rcaiiy  the 
formerly  contended,  that  where  the  true  mo-   bie  anT'** 
trve  is  wanting,  the  external  aftions  them-  y^^^^* 
felves  will  not  generally  betray  the  defe6t. 
Who  is  there  that  will  not  confefs  in  the  ih- 
ftanceof  a  wife  and  a  child  who  fhould  dif- 
charge   their   relj^edive   obhgations   merely 

T  •  from 
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from  a  cold  fenfe  of  duty,  that  the  inferiority 
of  their  aduating  principle  would  not  be  con* 
fined  to  its  nature^  but  would  be  difcoverablc 
alio  in  its  effe^s  ?  Who  is  there  that  does  not 
feel  that  thele  domeftic  fervices,  thus  robbed 
of  their  vital  ipirit,  would  be  (b  debafed  and 
degraded  in  our  eftimation,  as  to  become  not 
barely  lifelefs  and  uninterefting,  but  even  dit- 
tafteful  and  loathfbme  ?  Who  will  deny  that 
thefe  would  be  performed  in  fuller  meafure, 
with  more  wakeful  and  unwearied  attention, 
as  well  as  with  more  heart ;  where  with  the 
fame  fenfe  of  duty  the  enlivening  principle  of 
afFe£lion  fhould  be  alio  ailbciated  ? 

The  enemies  of  Religion  are  fbmetimes 
apt  to  compare  the  irreligious  man,  of  a 
temper  naturally  fweet  and  amiable,  with  the 
religious  man  of  natural  roughnefs  and  feve- 
rity;  the  irreligious  man  of  natural  aftivity^ 
with  the  religious  man  who  is  naturally  indo^ 
lent ;  and  thence  to  draw  their  inferences. 
Rut  this  mode  of  reafoning  is  furely  unjuft. 
If  they  would  argue  the  queftion  fairly,  they 
fhould  make  their  comparifbns  between  per- 
fons  of  fimilar  natural  qualities,  and  not  in 
one  or  two  examples,  but  in  a  mafs  of  in- 
ftances.  They  would  then  be  compelled  to 
coufefs  the  efficacy  of  Religion,  in  heighten- 
*  ing 
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ing  the  benevolence  and  increafing  the  ufe-^ 
fuhiefs  of  men  :  and  to  admit  that^  granting 
the  occafional  but  rare  exiftence  of  gettuine 
and  perfevering  benevolence  of  difpofition  arid 
ufefulnefs  of  lifcj  where  the  religious  prin- 
ciple is  wanting ;  yet  that  experience  gives 
"US  reafon  to  believe,  that  true  Religion^  while 
it  would  have  implanted  thefe  qualifies  in 
perlbns  in  whom  before  they  had  no  places 
would  in  general  have  given^  to  thefe  very 
charafters  in  whom  they  do  exift^  additional 
force  in  the  (ame  direftion;  It  would  have 
rendered  the  amiable  more  amiable,  the  ufe-^ 
fill  more  ufeflil^  with  fewer  inconfiftencies; 
with  lefs  abatement* 

Let  true  Chriftians   meanwhile  be   ever  Admonii^ 

•^  tions  to 

mindful,  that  they  are  loudly  called  upon  to  true  chrif- 
make  this  argument  ftill  more  clear,  thefe  tifcfohcwJt. 
pofitions  ftill  lefs  queftionable*  You  are  every 
wkere  commanded  to  be  tender  iand  fympa- 
thetic,  diligent  and  ufeful ;  and  it  is  the  cha- 
rafter  of  that  •*  wifdom  from  above,''  in 
which  you  are  to  be  proficients,  that  it  *'  is 
•*  gentle  and  eafy  to  be  intreated^  full  of  mercy 
"  and  good  fruits/'  Could  the  efficacy  of 
Chriftianity  in  fbftening*the  heart  be  denied, 
by  thofe,  who  faw  in  the  inflaiKe  of  the  great 
Apoftlc  of  the  Gentiles,   that  it  was  able  to 

T  a  transform^ 
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transform  a  bigotted,  furious,  and  cruel  perfe- 
cutor,  into  an   almoft  unequalled  example  of 
candour,  and  gentlenefs,  and  univerfal  ten- 
dcrnefs  and  love  ?  Could   its  fpirit  of  a6livc 
.    beneficence  be  denied  by  thofe,   who  faw  its 
Divine  Author  fo  diligent  and  unwearied  in 
his  benevolent  labours,  as  to  juftify  the  com- 
pendious defcription  which  was  given  of  him 
by  a  perfonal  witnefs  of  his  exertions,  that  he 
**  went  about   doing    good  ?    Imitate   thefe 
bleffed  examples :  fo  fhall  you  vindicate  the 
honour  of  your  profeflion,  and  "  put  to  filencc 
*'  the  ignorance  of  foolifh  men  :"  fo  (hall  you 
obey  thofe  Divine  injun6lions  of  adorning  the 
dodrine  of  Chrift,  and  of  "  letting  your  light 
"  (hine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your 
"  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
"  is  in  heaven/'     Beat  the  world  at  its  own- 
beft  weapons.     J^et  your  love  be  more  affec- 
tionate, your  mildnefs  lefs  open  to  irritation, 
your  diligence  more   laborious,  your  aftivity 
Totbcna-   more    wakeful   and   perfevering.      Confider 
Wt^tem-  fweetnefs  of  temper  and  adivity  of  mind,  if 
pcrcd^and    ^.j^^y  uatu rally  belong  to  you,  as   talents  of 
fpecial  worth  and  utility,   for  which  you  will 
have  to  give  account.  Carefully  watch  againft 
whatever  might  impair  them,  cherifli  them 
with  conftant  affiduity,   keep  them  in  conti- 
nual exercife,  and  direft  them  to  their  nobleft. 

ends. 
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ends.  The  latter  of  thefe  qualities  renders  It 
lefs  difficult,  and  therefore  more  incumbent 
on  you,  to  be  ever  abounding  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  ;  and,  to  be  copious  in  the  produ6tion 
of  that  fpccies  of  good  fruit,  t)f  which  man- 
kind in  general  will  be  moft  ready  to  allow 
the  excellence,  becaufe  they  beft  underftand 
its  nature.  In  your  inftance,  the  fblid  fub- 
ftance  of  Chriftian  praftice  is  eafily  fufcepti- 
ble  of  that  high  and  beautiful  polifh,  which 
may  attraft  the  attention,  and  extort  the 
admiration  of  a  careleis  and  undifcerning  ^ 
world,  fo  flow  to  notice,  and  fb  backward 
to  acknowledge,  intrinfic  worth,  when  con- 
cealed under  a  lefs  fightly  exterior.  Know 
then,  and  value  as  ye  ought,  the  honourable 
office  which  is  efpecially  devolved  on  you. 
Let  it  be  your  acceptable  fervice^to  recom- 
mend the  difcredited  caufe,  and  fuflain  the 
fainting  interefls  of  Religion,  to  furnifh  to  her 
friends  matter  of  found  and  obvious  areu- 
ment,  and  of  honefl  triumph;  and  if  your 
befl  endeavours  cannot  conciliate,  to  refute 
at  leafl,  and  confound  her  enemies. 

« 

If  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  confcious  Tothent- 
that  you  are  naturally  rough  and  auflere,  that  Jough^and 
difappointments    have    fbured   or  profperity  auftcrc 
Jias   elated  you,  or  that  habits  of  command 

T  3  have 
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have  rendered  you  quick  in  pxpreffion,  an4 
impatient  of  contradiftion  ;  or  if,  from  what? 
ever  other  caufe,  you  have  contrafted  an  un-r 
happy  peeviflinefs  of  temper,  or  afperity  of 
manners,  or  harfhnefs  and  feverity  of  lan^ 
guage,  (remember  that  theie  defefts  are  by 
no  means  incompatible  with  an  aptnels  tq 
perform  fervices  of  fubftantial  kindnefs) ;  if 
nature  has  beeh  confirmed  by  habit  till  at 
length  your  foul  feems  thoroughly  tindured 
with  thefe  evil  difpofitions,  yet  do  not  de- 
fpair.  Remember  that  the  Divine  Agency 
is  promifed,  "  to  take  away  the  heart  of 
f  ftone,  and  give  a  heart  of  flefli,"  of  which 
it  is  the  natural  property  to  be  tender  an4 
fufceptible.  Pray  then  earneftly  and  per^ 
feveringly,  that  the  bleffed  aid  of  Divine 
Grace  may  operate  efFeftually  on  your  behalf. 
Beware  of  acquiefcing  in  the  evil  tempers 
which  have  been  condemned,  under  the  idea 
that  they  are  the  ordinary  imperfeftions  of  the 
beft  of  men  ;  that  they  fiiew  themfelves  only 
in  little  inftances ;  that  they  are  only  occa-^ 
fional,  hafty,  and  tranfient  efFufions,  when  you 
are  taken  off  your  guard ;  the  paffing  fhade 
of  your  mind,  and  not  the  fettled  colour. 
Beware  of  excufing  or  allowing  them  in  your- 
felf,  under  the  notion  of  warm  zeal  for  thq 

Faufe  of  Religion  and  virtue,  which  you  per- 

hap^ 
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liaps  own  is  now  and  then  apt  to  carry  you 
into  fbmewhat  over-great  feverity  of  judge- 
ment, or  (harpnefs  in  reproof.     Liften  not  to 
thefe,   or  any  other  fuch  flattering  excufes, 
which  your  own  heart  will  be  but  too  ready 
to  fuggeft  to  you.     Scrutinize  yourfelf  rather 
with  rigorous   ftriftnefs  ;  and  where  there  is 
fo  much  room  for  felf-deceit,  call  in  the  aid 
of  fbme  faithful  friend,  and  unbofoming  your- 
felf to  him  without  concealment,  a(k  his  im- 
partial and  unreferved  opinion  of  your  beha- 
viour and  condition.  Our  unwillingnefs  to  do 
this,    often  betrays  to  others,  (not  feldom  it 
firft  difcovers  to  ourfelves)  that  we  entertain 
a  fecret  diftruft  of  our  own  charafter  and  con- 
duft.     Inftead  alfo  of  extenuating  to  yourfelf 
the  criminality  of  the  vicious  tempers  under 
conlideration,    ftrive   to  irAprefs  your  mind 
deeply  with  a  fenfe  of  it.    For  this  end,  often 
confidcr  ferioufly,that  thefe  rough  and  churlifh 
tempers  are  a  direft  contraft  to  the  "meek- 
**  nefs  and  gentlencfs  of  Chrift  ;'*  and  that 
Chriftians  are  ftrongly  and  repeatedly  enjoined 
to  copy  after  their  great  Model  in  thefe  par- 
ticulars,   and  to  be  themfelves   patterns   of 
"  mercy   and  kindnefs,    and  humblenefs  of 
**  mind,  and  meeknefs,  and  long  fuffering.'^ 
J  hey  are  to  "  put  away  all  bitternefs,  and 
wrath,  and  anger,  and   clamour,  and  evil 

T  4  "  Ipeaking,'* 
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"  fpeaking,"  not  only,  "  being  ready  to  everf 
"  good  work,  but  being  gentle  unto  all  men,** 
^*  fhewing  ^//meeknefs  unto  all  men,"  ♦^forr 
f'  bearing,  forgiving,''  tender  hearted.  Rc^ 
member  the  Apoftle's  declaration,  that  "if 
*^  any  man  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  he  only 
*'  feemeth  to  be  religious,  and  deceiveth  his 
*'  own  heart ;"  and  that  it  is  one  of  the  cha?? 
rafters  of  that  love,  without  which  all  prcr 
tenfions  to  the  name  of  Chriftian  are  but  vain; 
that  "  it  doth  not  behave  itfelf  unseemly." 
Confider  how  much  thefe  acrimonious  temr 
pers  muft  break  in  upon  the  peace,  and  de- 
ilroy  the  comfort,  of  thofe  around  you.  Re- 
miember  alio  that  the  honour  of  ypur  Chrifi- 
tian  profeflion  is  at  flake,  and  be  folicitous  not 
to  difcredit  it :  juftly  dreading  left  you  fhould. 
difguft  thofe  whom  you  ought  to  conciliate  ; 
and  by  conveying  an  unfavourable  im- 
preflion  of  your  principles  and  charafter, 
ihould  incur  the  guilt'  of  putting  an  "  offence 
in  your  brother's  way" ;  thereby  "  hinder- 
ing the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,"  the  advance? 
ment  of  which  fhould  be  your  d^ily  and  afli? 
duous  care. 

Thus  having  come  to  the  full  knowledge 
pf  your  difeafe,  and  to  a  juft  irripreflion  of  its 
fnalignity,    flrive   againft  it    with  incefTant 

>yatchfulnefs, 
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watchfulnefs.     Guard  with  the  moft  jealous 
circum(J3e6lion  againft  its  breakings  forth  into 
a6l.     Force  yourfelf  to  abound  in  little  offices 
of  courtefy  and  kindnefs  ;  and  you  (hall  gra- 
dually experience  in  the  performance  of  thefe 
a  pleafure  hitherto  unknown,  and  awaken  in 
yourfelf  the  dormant  principles  of  fenfibility. 
But  take  not  up  with  external  amendment ; 
guard   againft  a  falfe  ihew  of  fweetnefs   of 
difpofition ;  and  remember  that  the  Chriftiau 
is  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  world's  luper- 
facial  courtlinefs.of  demeanor,   but  that  his 
^'  Love  is  to  be  without  diffimulation."     Ex- 
amine carefully,  whether  the  unchriftian  tem-r 
pers,   which  you   would   eradicate,  are  not 
jxiaintained  in  vigour  by  feliifhnefs  and  piride ; 
and  ftrive  to  fubdue  them  efFedlually,  '^by  eXf 
tirpating  the    roots  from  which  they  derive 
their  nutriment.     Accuftom  yourfelf  to  en- 
deavour to  look  attentively  upon  a  carelefs 
and  inconfiderate  world,  which,  while  it  is  in 
fuch  imminent  peril,  is  fb   ignorant  of  its 
danger.     Dwell  upon  this  afFefting  (bene,  till 
it  has  excited  your  pity  ;  and  this  pity,  while 
it  melts  the  mind  to  Chriftian  love,  ihall  inT 
fenfibly  produce  a  temper  of  habitual  fympa- 
thy  and  foftnels.     By  means  like  thefe,  per- 
feveringly  ufed  in  conftant  dependence  on  Di- 
vine aid,  you  may  confidentially  hope  to  make 

continual 
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continual  progrefs.  Among  men  of  the  world, 
a  youth  of  foftnefs  and  fweetnefs  will  often, 
as  we  formerly  remarked,  harden  into  infen* 
fibility,  and  fharpen  into  moi*ofenefs.  But  it 
is  the  office  of  Chriftianity  to  reverie  this 
order.  It  is  pleafing  to  witnefs  this  bleffed 
renovation :  to  fee,  as  life  advances,  afpe- 
rities  gradually  fmoothing  down,  and  rough* 
nefles  mellowing  away  :  while  the  fubjcft  of 
this  happy  change   experiences  within,  in- 

crealing  meafures  of  the  comfort  which  he 
difRifes  around  him ;  and  feeling  the  genial 
influences  of  that  heavenlv  flame  which  can 

m 

thus  give  life,  and  warmth,  and  aflion,  to 
what  had  been  hitherto  rigid  and  infeniible, 
looks  up  with  gratitude  to  him  who  has  flied 
abroad  this  principle  of  love  in  his  heart ; 

Miraturque  novas  frondes  et  non  fua  pomsu 

Their  juft        Let  it  not  be  thought  that  in  the  foregoing 

totmSbk*  difcuflion,  the  amiable  and  ufeful  qualities, 

SdSui    where  they  are  not  prompted  and  governed 

liyet.         ty  a  principle  of  religion^  have  been  fpoken 

of  in  too  difparaging  terms.    Nor  would  1  be 

underftood  as  unwilling  to  concede  to  thofe 

who  are  living  in  the  exercife  of  them,  their 

proper  tribute  of  commendation :    Ineft  fua 

'  gratia.     Of  fuch  perlbns  it  muft  be  faid,  in 

|he  language  of  fcripture,  "  they  have  their 

*>  reward,'* 
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f^  reward.'*  They  have  it  in  the  inward  sECTt 
complacency,  which  a  fweet  temper  feldom  i^* 
fails  to  infpire  ;  in  the  comforts  of  the  do- 
meftic  or  fbcial  circle  ;  in  the  pleaflire  which 
from  the  conftitution  of  our  nature  accompa- 
nies purfuit  and  adion.  They  are  always 
beloved  in  private,  and  generally  refpeded  in 
public  life.  But  when  devoid  of  Religion,*  if 
the  word  of  God  be  not  a  fable,  *^  they  canr 
^*  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.'* 
True  praftical  Chriftianity  (never  let  it  be 
forgotten)  confifts  in  devoting  the  heart  and 
life  to  God  ;  in  being  lupremely  and  habir 
dually  governed  by  a  defire  to  know,  and  a 
dilpofttion  to  fulfil  His  will,  and  in  endear 
vouring  under  the  influence  of  tAeJe  motives  to 
f*  live  to  his  glory."  Where  thefe  effential 
requifites  are  wanting,  however  amiable  the 
icharafter  may  be,  however  creditable  and 
refpeftable  among  men  ;  yet  as  it  poffeffes  not 
the  grand  diftinguifhing  effence,  it  muft  not 
be  complimented  with  the  name,  of  Chrif- 
tianity. This '  however,  when  the  external 
f^ecorums  of  Religion  are  not  violated,  muft 
commonly  be  a  matter  between  God  and  a 
man's  own  confcicnce  ;  ajid  we  ought  never 
to  forget  how  ftrongly  we  are  enjoined  to  be 
candid  and  liberal  in  judging  of  the  motives 
pf  others,  while  we  are  ftrid  in  fcrutiriizing 

and 
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and  fevere   in   queftioning  our  own.     And 
this  ftrift  fcrutiny  is  no  where  more  neceffary, 
becaufe   there    is  no  where  more  room  for 
the   operation   of   felf-deceit.      We  are   all 
extremely    prone    to  lend  ourfelves  to  tne 
good  opinion  which,   however  fallely,  is  en- 
tertained of  us  by  others  ;    and  though  wc 
at   firft   confufedly  fufi^etl,   or  even  indubi- 
tably know,  that  their  eftqem  is  unfounded, 
and  their  praifes  undeferved,  and  that  they 
would  have  thbught  and  fpoken  of  us  very 
differently,  if .  they  had  difcerned  our  lecret 
motives,  or  had  been  accurately  acquainted 
.  with  all  the  circumftances  of  our  condud; 
we  gradually  fuffer  ourfelves  to   adopt  their 
judgement  of  us,  and  at  length  feel  that  we 
are  in  fome  fort  injured  or  denied  our  due^ 
when  thefe  falfe  commendations  are  contra- 
Ourami.    difted  or  with-held.     Without  the  moft  con- 
of  temper,    ft^^^t  watchfuUicfs,   and  the   moft  clofe  and 
nffsof[ifc'   i^P^i'^i^l  felf-examination,  irreligious  people 
apttodc-    of  amiable  tempers,  and  ftill  more  thofe  of 
luiiieadus.  ufeful  livcs,  from  the  general  popularity  of 
their  charafter,  will  be  particularly  liable  to 
become  the  dupes  of  this  propenfity.     Nor 
is  it  they  only  who  have  here  need  to  be  on 
their  guard  :   men  of  real  religion  will   alfo 
do  well  to  watch  againft  this  delufion.  There 
}s  however  another  danger   to  which  thefe 

arc 
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are  ftill  more  expofed,  and  againft  which  it  is    sect, 
the  rather  necefTary  to  warn  them,  becaufe  of       ^* 
our  having  infifted  fo  ftrongly  on  theif  being 
bound  to  be  diligent  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
aftive  duties  of  life.     In  their  endeavours  to   Danger «» 
fulfil  this  obligation,  let   them   particularly  tiaiwfrom 
beware,  left  fetting  out  on  right   principles,   ^uchli*** 
they  infenfibly  lofe  them   in  the    courfe   of  T^^ 
their  progrefs  ;    left  engaging  originally   in 
the  bufincfs  and    buftle  of  the  world,   from 
a  iinccre   and  earneft  defire  to  promote  the 
glory  of  God,  their  minds  (hould  become  fb 
heated  and  abforbed  in  the  purfuit  of  their 
objeft,   as   that  the   true   motive   of  aftion, 
Ihould  either  altogether  ceafe   to   be  an  ha- 
bitual principle,  or  ftiould  at  leaft  lole  much 
of  its  life  and  vigour ;  left  their  thoughts  and 
afFedions  being  engrofl'ed  by  temporal  con- 
cerns, their  fenfe  of  the  reality  of  "  unfeen 
*'  things"  (hould  fade  away,   and  they  ihould 
lofe    their  relifti   for   the  employments   and 
offices  of  Religion. 

The  Chriftian's  path  is  bcfet  with  dan- 
gers— On  the  one  hand,  he  juftly  dreads  an 
inaftive  and  unprofitable  life  ;  on  the  other, 
he  no  lefs  juftly  trembles  for  the  lofs  of  that 
ij)iritu^l-mindedncfs,  which  is  the  very  cC- 
fence  and  power  of  his  '  profeffion*     This  is 

not 
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not  quite  the  place  for  the  full  difcuflion  of 
the  difficult  topic  now  before  us :  and  if  it 
were,  the  writer  of  thefe  (heets  is  too 
confcious  of  his  own  incompetencies,  not 
to  be  defirous  of  alking  rather  than  of  giv- 
ing advice  refpeding  it.  Yet,  as  it  is  a 
matter  which  has  often  engaged  his  moft 
ferious  cohlideration,  and  has  been  the  fre- 
quent fubjeft  of  his  anxious  inquiry  into 
the  writings  and  opinions  of  far  better  in- 
ftruftors,  he  will  venture  to  deliver  a  few 
words  on  it,  offering  them  with  unafFeded 
diffidence. 

Advice  to  Does  then  the  Chriftian  difcover  in  him- 
fufjiathis  felf,  judging  not  from  accidental  and  occa- 
cafc!^""^  fional  feelings,  on  which  little  ftrefs  is  either 
way  to  be  laid,  but  from  the  permanent  and 
habitual  temper  of  his  mind,  a  fettled  and 
ftill  more  a  growing,  coldnefs  and  indif- 
pofition  towards  the  confiderations  and  of- 
fices of  Religion  ?  And  has  he  reafbn  to 
apprehend  that  this  coldnefs  and  indifpo- 
(ition  are  owing  to  his  being  engaged  too 
much  or  too  earneftly  in  worldly  bufinefs^ 
or  to  his  being  too  keen  in  the  purfuit 
of  worldly  objefts  ?  Let  him  carefully  ex- 
amine the  ftate  of  his  own  heart,  and 
ferioufly  and  impartially  furvcy  the  circum-* 

flancer 
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ftances  of  his  fituation  in  life  ;  humbly 
praying  to  the  Father  of  light  and  mercy^ 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  fee  his  way 
clearly  in  this  difficult  emergency.  If  he 
finds  himfelf  purluing  wealth,  or  dignity^ 
or  reputation,  with  earneftnefs  and  folici- 
tude  ;  if  thefe  things  engage  many  of.  his 
thoughts;  if  his  mind  naturally  and  inad- 
vertently runs  out  into  contemplations  of 
them  ;  if  fuccefs  in  thefe  relpefts  greatly 
gladdens,  and  difappointments  dilpirit  and  diit 
trefs  his  mind;  he  has  but  too  plain  grounds 
for  felf-condemnation*  "  No  man  can  fervc 
**  two  maflers.'*  The  world  is  evidently  i4|. 
pofleffion  of  his  heart,  and  it  is  no  wonder 
that  he  finds  himfelf  dull,  or  rather  dead^ 
to  the  impreffion  and  enjoyment  of  Ipi- 
ritual  things. 

But  though  the  marks  of  predominant  efti- 
mation  and  regard  for  earthly  things  be  much 
le(s  clear  and  determinate;  yet  if  the  object 
which  he  is  purfuing  be  one  which,  by  its  at- 
tainment, would  bring  him  a  confkJeniblc 
acceflion  of  riches,  ftatit^n,  or  honour,  let  him 
foberly  and  fairly  queftion  and  examine  whe- 
ther the  purfuit  be  warrantable  ?  here  alio, 
alking  the  advice  of  fome  judicious  friend; 
his  backwardnefs  to  do  which,  in  inftances 

like 
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like  thefe,  fhould  juftly  lead  him,  to  diC- 
truft  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  fchemes  which 
he  is  profecuting.  In  fuch  a  cafe  as  this, 
we  have  good  caufe  to  diftruft  ourfelves. 
Though  the  inward  hope,  that  we  are  chiefly 
prompted  by  a  delire  to  promote  the  glory  of 
our  Maker,  and  the  happinefs  of  our  fellow 
creatures,  by  increafing  our  means  of  ufc- 
fulnefs,  may  fuggeft  itfelf  to  allay,  yet  let 
it  not  altogether  remove,  our  fufpicions.  It 
is  not  improbable,  that  beneath  this  plauiible 
malk  we  conceal,  more  fuccefsfully  perhaps 
from  ourfelves  than  from  others,  an  inordinate 
attachment  to  the  pomps  and  tranfitory  dif- 
tinftions  of  this  life;  and  as  this  attachment 
gains  the  afcendency,  it  will  ever  be  found, 
that  our  peiception  and  feeling  of  the  lii- 
preme  excellence  of  heavenly  things  will 
proportionably  fubfide. 

But  when  the  confcquenccs  which  would 
follow  from  the  fuccefs  of  our  worldly  pur- 
luits  do  not  render  them  fo  queftionable,  as 
in  the  cafe  we  have  been  juft  confidering; 
}et,  having  fuch  good  realbn  to  believe  that 
there  is  fomewhere  a  flaw,  could  we  but  dif- 
ccrn  it,  let  us  carefullv  fcrutinize  the  whole 
of  our  condudl,  taking  that  word  in  its  largeft 
fenfe ;  in  order  to  difcover  whether  we  may 
not  be  living  either  in  th«  breach  or  in  the 

omiflioA 


OF   PRACTICAL.   CHRISTIANITY*  I89 

omiffion  of  fbme  known  duty,  and  whethei:  it 
may  not  therefore  have  pleafed  God  to  with- 
draw from  us  the  influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit; 
particularly  inquiring,   whether  the  duties  of 
felf-examination,  of  fecret  and  public  prayer, 
the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the 
other  prefcribed  means  of  Grace,  have  not 
been  either  wholly  intermitted  at  their  pro- 
per fealbns,  or  at  leaft  been  performed  with 
precipitation  or  diftradion  ?  Aiid  if  we  find 
reafbn  to  believe,  that  the  allotment  of  time, 
which  it  would  be  moft  for  our  ipiritual  im- 
provement to  affign  to  our  religious  oflices,  is 
often  broken  in  upon  and  curtailed ;  let  us 
be  extremely  backward  to  admit  excufes  £3r 
foch.  interruptions  and  abridgements.     It  is 
more  than  probable,  for  many  obvious  rea- 
fons,  that  even  our   worldly  affairs   them- 
ielves  will  not  on  the  long  run,  go  on  the  bet- 
ter for  encroaching  upon  thofe  hours,  which 
ought  to  be  dedicated  to  the  more  imme- 
diate fervice  of  God,  and  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  inward .  principles  of  Religion.     Our 
hearts  at  leaft  and  our  condu6t  will  fpon 
exhibit  proofs  of  the  fad  effefts  of  this  fatal 
negligence.      They  who  in  a  crazy  veflel 
navigate  a  fea  wherein  are  fhoals  and  cur- 
rents innumerable,  if  they  would  keep  their 
courfe  or  reach  their  port  in  iafety,  muft 

U  carefully 
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carefully  repair  the  finalleft  injuries,  and 
often  throw  out  their  line  and  take  their 
obfcrvations.  In  the  voyage  of  life  alio  the 
Chriftian  who  would  not  make  fhipwreck  of 
his  faith,  "while  he  is  habitually  watchful  and 
provident,  muft  often  make  it  his  expreis 
buiinefs  to  look  into  his  flate,  and  afcertain 
his^progrefs 

But  to  refume  my  fubjeft;  let  us  when 
engaged  in  this  important  fcrutiny,  impar- 
tially examine  ourfelves  whether  the  worldly 
objefts  which  engrofs  us,  are  all  of  them 
liich  a?  properly  belong  to  our  profeffion,  or 
ftation,  orcifcumftances  in  Ufe;  which  there- 
fore we  could  not  negleft  with  a  good  con- 
jfcience?  If  they  be,  let  us  confider  whether 
they  do  not  coniiime  a  larger  fhare  of  our 
time  than  they  really  require  ;  and  whether, 
by  hot  -  trifling  over  our  work,  by  deducing 
fomewhat  which  might  be  fpared  from  our 
hoiars  of  relaxation,  or  by  fome  other  little 
.management,  we  might  not  fully  fatisfy  their 
juft  claims,  and  yet  have  an  increafed  over- 
plus of  leifure,  to  be  devoted  to  the  ofl[ices  of 
Religion, 

But  if  we  dehberately  and  honeftly  con- 
clude that  we  ought  not  to  give  thefe  worldly 
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objefts  lefs  of  our  time^  let  us  endeavour  at  sect. 
leaft  to  give  them  kfs  of  our  hearts :  ftriving  ^^* 
that  the  fettled  frame  of  our  defires  and  af- 
feftions  may  be  more  fpiritual ;  and  that  in 
the  motley  intercourfes  of  life  we  may  con- 
ftantly  retain  a  more  lively  fenfe  of  the  Di- 
vine prefence,  and  a  ftronger  impreffion  of 
the  reality  of  unfeen  things;  thus  corre- 
iponding  with  the  Scripture  defcription  of 
true  Chriftians,  "  walking  by  faith  and  not 
**  by  fight,  and  having  our  converfation  iix 
"  Heaven.'* 

Above  all,  let  us  guard  againft  the  tempta- 
tion, to  which  we  (hall  certainly  be  expofed,  of 
lowering  down  our  views  to  our  ftate,  iiiftead  of 
endeavouring  to  rife  to  die  level  of  our  views. 
Let  us  rather  determine  to  know  the  worft 
of  our  cafe,  and  ftrive  to  be  fuitablv  afFefted 
with  it ;  not  forward  to  ipeak  peace  to  our- 
felves,  but  patiently  carrying  about  with  us  a 
deep  conviftion  of  our  backwardnefs  and 
inaptitude  to  religious  duties,  and  a  ]vSk 
fenfe  of  our  great  weaknefs  and  numerous 
infirmities.  This  cannot  be  an  unbecoming 
temper,  in  thofe  who  are  commanded  to 
^'  work  out  their  falvation  with  fear  and 
"  trembling/'     It  prompts   to  conftant  and 
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earneft  prayer.  It  produces  that  fbbriety, 
and  lowlinefs  and  tencjernefs  of  mind,  that 
meeknefs  of  demeanor  and  circumfpcfiion  ia 
conduft,  which  are  fiich  eminent  charadler* 
iftics  of  the  true  Chriftian. 

Nor  is  it  a  ftate  devoid  of  confblation— 
"  O  tarry  thou  the  Lord's  leifiire,  be  ftrong 
**  and  he  fhall  comfort  thy  heart.'* — "  They 
^*  that  wait  on  the  Lord,  (hall  renew  their 
"  ftrength." — ^^  Bleffed  are  they  that  mourn^ 
•**  for  they  (hall  be  comforted."  The(e  Divine 
afliirances  (both  and  encourage  the  Chriftian's 
di(hirbed  and  dejedied  mind,  and  in(enfibly 
difRife  a  holy  compofure.  The  tmt  may  be 
(blemn,  nay  even  melancholy,  but  it  is  "mild 
and  grateful.  The  tumult  of  his  foul  has  (ub- 
iided,  and  he  is  po(re(red  by  complacency,  and 
hope,  and  love.  If  a  (cnfc  of  undefervcd 
kindnefs  fill  his  eyes  with  tears,  they  are  tears 
of  reconciliation  and  joy :  while  a  generous 
ardour  (pringing  up  within  him  (ends  him 
forth  to  his  worldly  labours  "  fervent  in  (pi- 
*'  rit ;"  re(blving  through  the  Divine  aid  to  be 
henceforth  more  diligent  and  exemplary  in 
living  to  the  Glory  of  God,  and  longing  mean- 
while for  that  bleflfed  time,  when,  **  being 
"  freed  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,'*  he 
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fhall  be  enabled  to  render  to  his  Heavenly  Be-    sect* 
nefador  more  pure  and  acceptable  fervice,  '^* 

After  having  difcuffed  fo  much  at  large  Exquifitc 
the  whole  queftion  concerning  amiable  tem-  — schJ>^/ 
pers  in  general,  it  may  be  fcarcely  neceflary  Lasternc! 
to  dwell  upon  that  particular  clafs  of  them 
which  belongs  to  the  head  of  generous  emo- 
tions, or  of  exquifite  fenfibility.  To  thefe 
almoft  all  that  has  been  laid  above  is 
ftridlly  applicable ;  to  which  it  may  be  added, 
that  the  perfons  in  whom  the  latter  qualities 
moft  abound,  are  often  far  from  conducing 
to  the  peace  and  comfort  of  their  neareft 
couneftions.  Thefe  qualities  indeed  may  be 
rendered  highly  ufeful  inftruments,  when 
cnlifted  into  the  fervice  of  Religion.  But 
we  ought  to  except  againft  them  the  more 
flrongly,  when  not  under  her  controul ;  be- 
caufe  there  is  ftill  greater  danger  than  in  the 
former  cafe,  that  perfons  in  whom  they 
abound,  may  be  flattered  into  a  falfe  opinion 
of  themfelves  by  the  exceffive  commendations 
often  paid  to  them  by  others,  and  by  the  be- 
guiling complacencies  of  their  own  minds, 
which  are  apt  to  be  puffed  up  with  a  proud 
though  fecret  confcioufnefs  of  their  own  fii- 
perior  acutenefs  and  fenfibility.  But  it  is  the 
lefs  requifite  to  enlaige  on  this  topic,  becauie 
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it  has  been  well  difcuffed  by  many,  who  have 
unfolded  the  real  nature  of  thofe  fafcinat- 
ing  qualities ;  who  have  well  remarked,  that 
though  fhewy  and  apt  to  catch  the  eye,  they 
are  of  a  flimfy  and  perifhable  fabric,  not  of 
that  lefs  gaudy  but  more  fiibftantial  and  du- 
rable texture,  which,  imparting  permanent 
warmth  and  comfort,  will  long  preferve  its 
more  Ibber  honours,  and  ftand  the  wear  and 
tear  of  life,  and  the  viciflitudes  of  feafbns. 
It  has  been  (hewn,  that  thefe  qualities  often 
fail  us  when  moft  we  want  their  aid ;  that 
their  pofTeflbrs  can  folace  themfelves  with 
their  imaginary  exertions  in  behalf  of  ideal 
mifery,  and  yet  fhrink  from  the  labours  of 
aftive  benevolence,  or  retire  with  difguft 
from  the  homely  forms  of  real  poverty  and . 
wretchednefs.  In  fine^  the  fiiperiority  of  true 
Chriftian  Charity  and  of  plain  pra6tical  bcr 
neficence  has  been  ably  vindicated ;  and  the 
fchool  of  Rouffeau  has  been  forced  to  yield 
to  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  when  the  queftion  has 
been  concerning  the  beft  means  of  promote- 
ing  the  comfort  of  family  life,  or  the  tempo* 
ral  well-being  of  fociety  *t 

*  While  all  are  worthy  of  blame,  who,  to  qualities  like 
thefe,  have  aiHgned  a  more  exalted  place,  than  to  religious 
and  moral  principle;  there  is  one  writer  who,  eminently 
culpable  ia  this  refpeiS):,  deferves,  on  another  account,  ftiU 

fcvcrcr 


OF    PI^ACTIQAL    ClfRISTIANITr.  ^95 


Sect.  V. 

Some  other  grand  defedls  in  the  pradiical  fyf- 
tern  of  the  Bulk  of  nominal  Chrijiians. 

IN  the  imperfe6l  Iketch  which  has  been 
drawn  of  the  Religion  of  the  bulk  of  no- 

fcvcrer  reprehenfion.  Really  pofTefled  of  powers  to  explore 
and  touch  the  fineft  ftrings  of  the  human  heart,  and  bound 
by  his  (acred  profeffion  to  devote  thofe  pewers  to  the  fer«- 
vice  of  religion  and  virtue,  he  every  where  difcovers  a 
ftudious  folicitude  to  excite  indecent  ideas.  We  turn  away 
our  eyes  with  difguft  from  open  immodefty :  but  even  this 
is  lefs  mifckievous  than  that  more  meafured  ftyle,  which 
excites  impure  images,  without  (hocking  us  by  the  groiT-  * 
nefs  of  the  language.  Never  was  delicate  fenfibility  proved 
to  be  more  diflin£t  from  plain  pra£lical  benevolence,  than  in 
the  writings  of  the  author  to  whom  I  allude.  Inftead  of  em- 
ploying his  talents  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-creatures, 
they  were  applied  to  the  pernicious  purpofes  of  corrupting 
the  national  tafte,  and  of  lowering  the  ftandard  of  manners 
and  morals.  The  tendency  of  his  writings  is  to  vitiate  that 
purity  of  mind,  intended  by  Providence  as  the  companion 
and  prefervative  of  youthful  virtue ;  and  to  produce,  if  the 
expreilion  may  be  permitted,  a  morbid  finjibiliiy  in  the  per" 
ception  of  indecency ^  An  imagination  exercifed  in  this  difci« 
pline  is  never  cleany  but  feeks  for  and  difcovers  fomething 
indelicate  in  the  moft  common  phrafes  and  actions  of  ordi- 
nary life.  If  the  general  ftyle  of  writing  and  converiation 
«  were  to  be  formed  on  that  model,  to  which  Sterne  ufed  his 
utmoft  endeavours  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  men,  there  i$ 
no  efti  mating  the  efFefts  which  would  foon  be  produced  on 
Ifae  manners  and  morals  of  the  age. 
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minal  Chriftiaus,  their  fundamental  error 
refpe6ling  the  effential  nature  of  Chrifti- 
anity  has  been  difcuffed,  and  traced  into 
Ibme  of  its  many  mifchievous  confequences. 
Several  of  their  particular  mifconceptions 
and  allowed  defedls  have  alfb  been  pointed 
out  and  illuftrated.  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  clofe  the  furvey  by  noticing  fbme  others, 
for  the  exiftence  of  which  we  may  now  ap-? 
peal  to  almoft  every  part  of  the  preceding 
delineation. 

Inadequate  In  the  firft  placc,  then,  there  appears 
^^tand  throughout,  both  in  the  principles  and  al- 
evu  of  Sin.  j^^,^  j  conduft  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  ChriA 
tians,  a  moft  inadequate  idea  pf  the  guilt  and 
evil  of  Jin.  We  every  where  find  reafbn  tq 
remark,  that.  Religion  is  fufFered  to  dwindle 
away  into  a  mere  matter  o{ police.  Hence 
the  guilt  of  aftions  is  eftimated,  not  by  the 
proportion  in  which,  according  to  Scripture, 
they  are  ofFeilfive  to  God,  but  by  that  in 
which  they  are  injurious  to  fociety.  Murder, 
theft,  fraud  in  all  its.fhapes,  and  fbme  fpecies 
of  lying,  are  manifeflly,  and  in  an  eminent 
degree,  injurious  to  focial  happinefs.  How 
different  accordingly,  in  the  moral  fcale,  is 
the  place  they  hold,  from  that  which  is  af; 
figned  to  idolatry,  to   general  irreligion,  tp 
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{wearing,  drinking,   fornication,    lafciviouf-    sect. 
nefs,  lenfiiality,  exceffive  diflipation  ;  and  in        v. 
particular   circumftances,   to  pride,    wrath, 
malice,  and  rgvenge  J 

Indeed,  feveral  of  the  aOove-ftientioned 
vices  are  held  to  be  grofsly /criminal  in  the 
lower  ranks,  becaufe  manifeftly  ruinous  to 
their  temporal  interefts:  but  in  the  higher, 
they  are  reprefented  as  **  lofing  half  their 
^*  evil  by  lofing  all  their  grofsnefs,**  as  flow- 
ing naturally  from  great  prolperity,  from  the 
excefs  of  gaiety  and  good  humour;  and  they 
are  accordingly  "  regarded  with  but  a  ihnall 
degre6  of  difapprobation,  and  cenfured  very 
flight ly  or  not  at  all  (a).^^ — *^  Non  mens 
^'  hie  fermo  eft.**  Thefe  are  the  remarks  of 
authors,  who  have  lurveyed  the  ftagc  of  hur 
man  life  with  mpre  than  ordinary  obferva- 
tion  ;  one  of  whom  in  particular  cannot  be 
iufpeded  of  having  been  mifled  by  religious 
prejudices,  to  form  a  judgement  of  the  lupet 
rior  orders  too  unfavourable  and  fevere. ' 

Will  thefe  pofitions  however  be  denied  ? 
Will  it  be  maintained  that  there  is  not  the 
difference  already  ftated,  in  the  moral  efti- 

(a)  Vide  S  mith  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  Vol.  iii. 
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mation  of  thefe  different  clafles  of  vices? 
Will  it  be  faid,  that  the  one  clals  is  indeed 
more  generally  reftrained,  and  more  feverely 
punifhed  by  human  laws,  becaufe  more  pro- 
perly cognizable  by  human  judicatures,  and 
more  direftly  at  war  with  the  well-being  of 
fociety;  but  that  when  brought  before  the 
tribunal  of  internal  opinion  they  are  con- 
demned with  equal  rigour  ? 

Facts  may  l>e  denied,  and  charges  laugh- 
ed out  of  countenance  :  but  where  the  gene- 
ral fentiment  and  feeling  of  mankind  are  in 
qucftion,  our  common  langiiage  is  often  the 
cleareft  and  moft  impartial  witnefs;  and  the 
conclufions  thus  furniflied,  are  not  to  be  par- 
ried by  wit,  or  elurled  by  fophiftry.  In  the 
prefent  cafe,  our  ordinary  modes  of  fpeech 
furnifli  fufficient  matter  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  argument ;  and  abundantly  prove 
our  dilpofition  to  confider  as  matters  of  fmall 
account,  (uch  fins  as  are  not  held  to  be  inju- 
rious to  the  community.  We  invent  for 
them  diminutive  and  qualifying  terms,  which, 
if  not,  as  in  the  common  ufes  of  language  *, 
to  be  admitted  as  iigns  of  approbation  and 

*  Vide  the  Grammarians  and  Dialeflicians  on  the  Di- 
minutives of  the  Italian  and  other  languages. 
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good  will,  muft  at  leaft  be  confeffed  to  be 
proofs  of  Qur  tendency  to  regard  them  with 
palliation  and  indulgence.  Free-thinking, 
gallantry,  jollity  (a)^  and  a  thoufand  iimilar 
phrafes  might  be  adduced  as  inftances.  But 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  no  fuch  foft 
and  qualifying  terms  are  in  ufe,  for  exprefling 
the  fmaller  degrees  of  theft,  or  fraud,  or  for- 
gery, or  any  other  of  thofe  offences,  which 
are  committed  by  men  againft  their  fellows- 
creatures,  and  in  the  fuppreffion  of  which 
we  are  interefted  by  our  regard  to  our  tem- 
poral concerns. 

The  charge  which  we  are  urging  is  indeed 
undeniable.  In  the  cafe  of  any  queftion  of 
honour  or  of  moral  honefty,  we  are  fagacious 
in  difcerning  and  inexorable  in  judging  the 
offence.  No  allowance  is  made  for  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  furprife,  or  the  ftrength  of  temp- 
tations. One  (ingle  failure  is  prefumed  to 
imply  the  abfence  of  the  moral  or  honourable 
principle.  The  memory  is  retentive  on  thefe 
occaiions,  and  the  man's  charafter  is  blafted 
for  life.     Here  even  the  •  mere  fufpicion  of 

(a)  Many  more  might  be  added,  fuch  as  a  good  fellow, 
a  good  companion )  a  libertine,  a  little  free,  a  little  loofe 
in  talk,  wild,  gay,  jovial,  being  no  man's  enemy  but  his 
own,  &C.  &c.  &c.  &c  J  above  all,  having  a  good  heart. 
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having  once  offended  can  fcarcely  be  got 
over  :  "  There  is  an  aukward  ftory  about 
"  that  man,  which  mufi:  be  explained  before 
"  he  and  I  can  become  acquainted.**  But  in 
the  cafe  of  fins  againft  God,  there  is  no  fuch 
watchful  jealoufv,  none  of  this  rigorous  logic. 
A  man  may  go  on  in  the  frequent  commif- 
lion  of  known  fins,  vet  ho  fuch  inference  is 
drawn  refpefting  the  ablence  of  the  reli- 
gious principle.  On  the  contrary,  we  fay  of 
him,  that  "  though  his  condu£l  be  a  little 
**  incorre6i,  his  principles  are  untouched  ;'*-^ 
that  he  has  a  good  heart :  and  fuch  .a  man 
may  go  quietly  through  life,  with  the  titles 
'of  a  mighty  worthy  creature^  and  a  very  good 
Chrifiian. 

But  in  the  Word  of  God  aftions  are  efli- 
mated  by  a  far  lefs  accommodating  flandanL 
There  we  read  of  no  little  fins.  Much  of 
our  Saviour's  lermon  on  the  mount,  which 
many  of  the  clafs  we  are  condemning  afFeft 
highly  to  admire,  is  exprefsly  pointed  againfl 
lb  dangerous  a  mifconception.  ^here^  no 
liich  diflindlion  is  made  between  the  rich  and 
the  poor.  No  notices  are  to  be  traced  of 
one  fcale  of  morals  for  the  higher,  and  of 
another  for  the  lower  clafTes  of  fbciety.  Nayj| 
the  former  are  exprefsly  guarded  againft  any 
*  luch 
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(uch  vain  imagination ;  and  are  diftinftly 
warned,  that  their  condition  in  life  is  the 
more  dangerous,  becaufe  of  the  more  abun- 
dant temptations  to  which  it  expofes  them* 
Idolatry,  fornication,  lafcivioufnefs,  drunkcn- 
nefs,  revellings,  inordinate  afFeftion,  are,  by 
the  apoftle  likewife  clafled  with  theft  and  - 
murder,  and  with  what  we  hold][in  even  ftill 
greater  abomination ;  and  concerning  themi 
all  it  is  pronounced  alike,  that  *'  they  which 
^^  do  fiich  things  (hall  not  inherit  the  kingdom 
^^  of  God  *." 

In  truth  the  inftance  which  we  have  latelv  inaJcmiate 
(pecified,  of  the  loofe  fyftem  of  thele  nominal  God. 
Chriftians,  betrays  a  fatal  ablence  of  the  prin- 
ciple which  is  the  very  foundation  of  all  Re- 
ligion^  Their  flight  notions  of  the  guilt  and 
evil  of  lin  difcover  an  utter  want  of  all  fiiit- 
able  reverence  for  the  Divine  Majefty.  This 
principle  is  juftly  termed  in  Scripture,  "  the 
**  beginning  of  wifdom,"  and  there  is  per- 
haps no  one  quality  which  it  is  fo  much 
the  ftudious  endeavour  of  the  facred  writ^j; 
to  imprefs  upon  the  human  heart  ^. 

*  Gal.  V.  19 — 2f.   Col.  iii.  5 — 9. 

t  Job,  xxviii,  28.  Pfalm,  cxi,  lO^  Prov.  i,  7. — ix%  10. 
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Sin  is  coniidered  in  Scripture  as  rebellion 
againft  the  fovercignty  of  God,  and  every  dif- 
ferent aft  of  it  equally  violates  his  law,  and, 
if  perfevered   in,   dilclaims   bis   lupremacy. 
To  the  inconfiderate  and  the  gay  this  doc- 
trine may  feem  harfli,  while,  vainly  fluttering 
in  the  funftiine  of  worldly  profperity^  they  lull 
themfelves  into  a  fond  fecurity.     "  But  the 
**  day  of  tlic  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the 
'*  night ;  in  which  the  Heavens  (hall  pais 
**  away  with'  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements 
**  fliall  melt  with  fervent  heat;  the  earth  alfb 
**  and  the  works   that  are  therein  (hall  be 
**  burnt  up.*' — "  Seeing  then,  that  all  thefe 
**  things  Ihall  be  diflblved,  what  manner  of 
*'  perfons  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  conver* 
*'  fatio^  and  Godlinefs  *  ?''    We  are  but  an 
atom  in  the  univerfe. — Worlds  upon  worlds 
furround  us,  all  probably  full  of  intelligent 
creatures,  to  whom,  now  or  hereafter,  we  may 
be  a  fpedacle,  and  afford  an  example  of  the 
Divine  procedure.     Who  then  fhall  take  upon 
him  to  pronounce  what  might  be  the  iffue, 
if  fin  were  fuffered  to  pafs  unpuniflied  in  one 
corner  of  this  univerfal  empire  ?  Who  fhall 
fay  what  confufion  might  be  the  confequence, 
what  diforder  it  might   fpread  through  the 

♦  2  Peter,  iii.  lO,  ii. 

creation 
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creation  of  God  ?    Be  this  however  as  it  may    sect, 
the  language  of  Scripture  is  clear  and  decifive ;    ^  •.  v. 
— "  The  wicked  (hall  be  turned  into  hell, 
*'  and  all  the  people  that  forget  God/' 

It  fhould  be  carefully  obferved  too,   that 
thefe  awful  denunciations  of  the  future  pu- 
oifhment  of  fin  derive  additional  weight  from 
this  confideration,  that  they  are  reprefented, 
not  merely  as  a  judicial  (entence  which,  with- 
out violence  to  the  fettled  order  of  things, 
might  be  remitted  through  the  mere  mercy 
of  our  Almighty  Governor,  but  as  arifing  out 
of  the  eftabliflied  courfe  of  nature;  as  hap- 
pening in  the  way  of  natural  confequence, 
juft  as  a  caufe  is  necefTarily  connedled  with  its 
efFe^l;  as  refulting  from  certain  conne6lions 
and  relations  which  rendered  them  fuitablc 
and   becoming.     It  is  ftat^d^  that  the  king- 
dom of  God  and  the  kingdom  of  Satan  arc 
both  fet  up  in  the  world,  and  that  to  the  one 
or  the  other  of  thefe  we  muft  belong,   "  The 
''  righteous    have    paJJ'ed  from    death    vmto 
*'  life" — "  they  are  delivered  from  the  povyer 
*'  of   darknefs,   and  are  tranflated   into  the 
*^  kingdom  of   God's  dear  Son  */*      They 
are  become  "  the  children,"  and  "  the  fub- 
^^  je6ts  of  God."     While  on  earth,  they  love 

•  Col.  i.  13. 

his 
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his  day,  his  femce,  his  people;  they  **  ipeak 
"  good  of  his  name ;"  they  abound  in  his 
works.  Even  here  they  are  in  fome  degree 
poflefled  of  his  image,  by  and  by  it  fliall  be 
perfe6led;  they  Ihall  awake  up  after  his 
*'  likenefs,"  and  being  "  heirs  of  eternal  life,** 
they  fhall  receive  "  an  inheritance  incorrup- 
**  tible  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not 
away, 


u '» 


Of  finners,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  de- 
clared, that  "  they  are  of  their  father  the 
**  devil  ;'*  while  on  earth,  they  are  ftyled 
^^  his  children,"  "  his  fervants ;"  they  are  faid 
"  to  do  his  works,**  "  to  hold  of  his  fide,"  to 
be,  "  fubjefts  of  his  kingdom  :*'  at  length 
"  they  fhall  partake  his  portion,'*  when  the 
merciful  Saviour  fhall  be  changed  into  an 
avenging  Judge,  and  fhall  pronounce  that 
dreadful  fentence,  "  depart  from  me,  ye  curfed, 
^*  into  everlafling  fire  prepared  for  the  devil 
"  and  his  angels/* 

Is  it  poflible  that  thefe  declarations  fhould 
not  flrike  terror,  or  at  leafl  excite  ferious  and 
fearful  apprehenfion  in  the  lightefl  and  mofl: 
inconfiderate  mind  ?  But  the  imaginations  of 
men  are  fatally  prone  to  fuggefl  to  them  fal- 
lacious hopes  in  the  very  face  of  thefe  pofi- 

tivc 
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tive  declarations.     We  caanot  periuade  our-     ^ect. 
"  felves  that  God  will  in  fadl  prove  fo  fevere.'^   ^  J^* 
It  was  the  very  delufion  to  which  our  firft 
parents  liftened  ;   "  Ye  fhall  not  furely  die/* 

LfiT  me  alk  thefe  rafh  men,  who  are  thus 
difpofed  to  trifle  with  their  iiTimortal  in- 
terefts,  had  they  lived  in  the  antediluvian 
world,  would  they  have  conceived  it  poffible 
that  God  would  then  execute  his  predifted 
threatening  ?  Yet  the  event  took  place  at  the 
appointed  time ;  the  flood  came  and  fwept 
them  all  away ;  and  this  awful  inftance  o^ 
the  anger  of  God  againft  fin  is  related  in  the 
infj)ired  writings  for  our  infl:ru6lion.  Still 
more  to  roufc  us  to  attention,  the  record  is 
imprefled  in  indelible  chara6lers  on  the  (olid 
fubftance  of  the  very  globe  we  inhabit; 
which  thus,  in  every  country  upon  earth,  fur- 
nifhes  practical  atteftations  to  the  truth  of* 
the  facKed  writings,  and  to  the  a6lual  accom- 
plifhment  of  their  awful  predi6lions*  For 
myfelf  I  mufl  declare,  that  I  never  can  read 
without  awe  the  pafifage,  in  which  our  Sa-* 
viour  is  ij^eaking  of  the  flate  of  the  world  at 
the  time  of  this  memorable  event.  The  wick-^ 
ednefs  of  men  is  reprelented  to  have  been 
great  and  prevalent;  yet  not  as  we  are  ready 
to  conceive,  fuch  as  to  interrupt  the  courle, 

X  and 
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and  fliake  the  very  frame  of  (bciety.  The 
general  face  of  things  was,  perhaps,  not  very 
different  from  that  which  is  exhibited  in 
many  of  the  European  nations.  It  was  a 
felfifh,  a  luxurious,  an  irreUgious,  and  an 
inconfiderate  world.  They  were  called,  but 
they  would  not  hearken ;  they  were  warned, 
but  they  would  not  believe — "  they  did 
"  eat,  they  drank,  they  married  ^wives,  they 
*'  were  given  in  marriage  :'*  fuch  is  the  ac- 
count of  one  of  the  Evangelifts ;  in  that  of 
another  it  is  ftated  nearly  in  the  fame  words; 
They  were  eating  and  drinking,  marrying 
and  giving  in  marriage,  and  knew  not 
until  the  flood  came  and  fwept  them  all 


44 
44 
44 


**  away." 


Inadequate  AoAiN,  we  fee  throughout,  in  the  fyftem 
diffi^ftyof  which  we  have  been  defcribing,  a  moft  in- 
ting  to  adequate  conception,  of  the  difficulty  of  be- 
coming true  Chriftians ;  and  an  utter  forget- 
fulnefs  of  its  being  the  great  bufinefs  of  life 
to  fepure  our  admiflion  into  Heaven,  and  to 
prepare  our  hearts  for  its  fervice  and  enjoy- 
ments. The  general  notion  appears  to  be, 
that,  if  born  in  a  country  of  which  Chriflia- 
,  nity  is  the  eflablifhed  religion,  we  are  horn 
Chriftians.  We  do  not  therefore  lodk  out 
for  pofitive  evidence  of  our  really  being  of 

that 
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that  number ;  but  putting  the  onus  probandij 
(if  it  may  be  fb  exprefled)  on  the  wrong  fide, 
we  conceive  ourfelves  luch  of  courfe^  except 
our  title  be  difproved  by  pofitive  evidence  tft 
the  contrary*  And  we  are  fo  flow  in  giving 
ear  to  what  confcience  urges  to  us  on  this 
fide ;  fo  dexterous  in  juftifying  what  is  clearly 
wrong,  in  palliating  what  we  cannot  juftify^ 
in  magnifying  the  merit  of  what  is  fairly 
commendable,  in  flattering  ourfelves  that  our 
habits  of  vice  are  only  occafional  a6ls,  and  in 
multiplying  our  lingle  afts  into  habits  of 
virtue,  that  we  muft  be  bad  indeed,  to  be 
compelled  to  give  a  verdift  againft  ourfelves* 
Befides,  having  no  fufpicion  of  our  ftate,  we 
do  not  fet  ourlelves  in  earneft  to  the  work 
of  felf-examination ;  but  only  receive  in  a 
confufed  and  hafl:y  way  fbme  occafional  no- 
tices of  our  danger,  when  ficknefs,  or  the  lofs 
of  a  friend,  or  the  recent  Commiflion  of  fbme 
aft  of  vice  of  greater  fize  than  ordinary,  has 
awakened  in  our  confciences  a  more  than 
ufual  degree  of  fenfibility. 

Thus,  by  the  generality,  it  is  altogether 
forgotten,  that  the  Chriftian  has  a  great  work 
to  execute  ;  that  of  forming  himfelf  after  the 
pattern  of  his  Lord  and  Mafler,  through  the 
operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  which 

X  2  is 
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is  promifed  to  pur  fervent  prayers  and  diK- 
gent  endeavours.  Unconfcious  of  the  obfta- 
cles  which  impede,  and  of  the  enemies  which 
refift  their  advancement  ;  they  are  naturally 
forgetfiil  alfo  of  the  ample  provifion  which  is 
in  ftore,  for  enabling  them  to  flirmount  the 
one,  and  to  conquer  the  other.  The  fcrip- 
tural  reprefentations  of  the  ftate  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  on  earth,  by  the  images  of  **  a  race,** 
and  "  a  warfare  ;*'  of  its  being  neceflary  to 
rid  himfelf  of  every  encumbrance  which  might 
retard  him  in  the  one,  and  to  fumifli  himfelf 
with  the  whole  armour  of  God  for  beiqg  vic- 
torious in  the  other,  are,  fo  far  as  thefc  no* 
minal  Chriftians  are  concerned,  figures  of  no 
propriety  or  meaning.  As  little  have  they, 
in  correlpolidence  with  the  Scripture  defcrip- 
tions  of  the  feelings  and  language  of  real 
Chriftians,  any  idea  of  acquiring  a  reliih, 
while  on  earth,  for  the  worihip  and  (ervice 
of  Heaven.  If  the  truth  muft  be  told,  their 
notion  is  rather  a  confufed  idea  of  future 
gratification  in  Heaven,  in  return  for  having 
put  a  force  upon  their  inclinations,  and  en- 
dured fo  much  religion  wHile  on  earth. 

But  all  this  is  only  nominal  ChrifWznltjf^ 

which  exhibits  a  more  inadequate  image  of 

her  real  excellencies,  than  the  cold  copyings, 

6  b/ 
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by  fome  infipid  pencil,  convey  of  the  force  and    S£  ct«; 
grace  of  Nature,  or  of  Raphael.     In  the  Ian-    ^    ^* 
guage  of  Scripture,  Chriftianity  is  not  a  geogra- 
phical, but  a  moral  term.  It  is  not  the  being  a 
native  of  a  Chriftian  country :  it  is  ^af  condition^ 
ajiate ;  the  pofleffion  of  ?i peculiar  nature ^  with . 
the  qualities  and  properties  which  belong  to  it. 

Farther  than  this,  it  is  a  ftate  into  which, 
we  are  not  born^  but  into  which  we  mufl:  be 
tranjlated\  a  nature  which  we  do  hot  inherit^ 
but  into  which  we  are  to  be  created  anew. 
To  the  undeferved  grace  of  God,  which  is 
promifed  on  our  ufe  of  the  appointed  meaas,- 
we  mufl  be  indebted  for  the  attainment  of, 
this  mature  ;  and,  to  acquire  and  make  iiire  of 
it,  is  that  great  "  work  of  our  falvation,'*. 
which  we  are  commanded  to  **  work  out 
**  with  fear  and  trembling."  We  are  every 
where  reminded,  that  this  is  a  matter  of  la-» 
bour  and  difficulty,  requiring  continual  watchr 
fulnefs,  and  unceafing  effort,  and  unwearied 
patience.  Even  to  the  very  laft,  towards  the 
clofe  of  a  long  life  confumed  in  aftive  fer-i 
vice,  or  in  cheerful  fuffering,  we  find*  St# 
Paul  himfelf  declaring,  that  he  conceive4 
bodily  felf-denial  and  mental  difcipline  to  b^ 
indifpenfably  necefTary  to  his  very  fafetyt 
Chriflians,  who  are  really  worthy  of  the  name, 

X  3  au"c 
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arc  reprefented  as  being  "  made  meet  for  thci 
"  inheritance  of  the  Saints  in  light;"  as  "wait-! 
"  ing  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  JefusChrift;'* 
as  "  looking  for  and  haftening  unto  the  com- 
*^  ing  of  the  day  of  God/*  It  is  ftated  as  being 
enough  to  make  theni  happy,  that  ^\  Chriflt 
**  fliould  receive  them  to  himfelf ;"  and  the 
fongs  of  the  blefTed  Ipirits  in  Heaven^  are 
defcribed  to  be  the  fame,  as  thofe  in  which 
the  fcrvants  of  God  on  earth  pour  forth  their 
gratitude  and  adoration , 

Conscious  therefore  of  the  indifpenfable 
neceffity,  and  of  the  arduous  nature  of  the 
fervice  in  which  he    is    engaged,  the  true 
Chriftian  fcts  himfelf  to  the  work  witH  vi- 
gour, and  profecutes  it  with  diligence.     His 
motto  is  that  of  the  painter  ;  "  nu//us  diesjine 
*^  lineal     Fled  as  it  were  from  a  country  in 
which  the  plague  is  raging,  he  thinks  it  not 
enough  juft  to  pafs  the  boiuidary  line,   but 
would  put  out  of  doubt  his  efcape  beyond  the 
lijnbs  of  infeftion.     Prepared  to  meet  with 
difficulties,  he  is  not  difcouraged  when  they 
occur ;  warned  of  his  numerous  adverfaries,  he 
is  not  alarmed  on  their  approach,  or  unprovided 
for  encountering  them.  He  knows  that  the  be- 
ginnings of  every  new  courfe  may  be  expeft- 
^  to  be  rough  and  painful ;  but  he  is  af^ 

furc^ 


OP    PRACTICAL    CHRISTIANITY.  3lt 

fured  that  the  paths  on  which  he  is  entering    sect. 
will  ere  long  {een>  fmoother,    and  become        ▼. 
indeed  "  paths  of  pleafantnefs  and  peace/^ 

Now  of  the  ftate  of  (lich  an  one  the  ex- 
preffions  of  Pilgrim  and  Stranger  are  a  lively 
defcription  ;  and  all  the  other  figures  andf 
images,  by  which  Chriftians  are  reprefented 
in  Scripture,  have  in  his  cafe  a  determinate 
meaning  and  a  juft  application.  There  is 
indeed  none,  by  which  the  Chriftian's  ftate 
on  earth  is  in  the  word  of  God  more  fre- 
quently imaged,  or  more  happily  illuftrated, 
than  by  that  of  a  journey :  and  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  paufe  for  a  while  in  order  to  fiirvey 
it  under  that  refemblance.  The  Chriftian 
is  travelling  on  bufinefs  through  a  ftrange 
country,  in  which  he  is  commanded  to  ex- 
ecute his  work  with  diligence,  and  purflie 
his  courfe  homeward  with  alacrity.  The 
fruits  which  he  fees  by  the  way-tfide  he  ga-^ 
thers  with  caution  ;  he  drinks  of  the  ftreams 
with  moderation  ;  he  is  thankful  when  the 
fun  (hines,  and  his  way  is  pleafant ;  but  if  it 
be  rough  and  rainy,  he  cares  not  much,  he 
,  is  but  a  traveller.  He  is  prepared  forviciffi- 
tudes ;  he  knows  that  he  muft  expe6l  to  meet 
with  them  in  the  ftormy  and  uncertain  cli- 
mate of  this  world,     But  he  is  travelling  to 

X  4  ^'  a  better 
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CHAP*  **  a  better  country/'  a  country  of  unclouded 
IV.  light  and  undifturbed  {erenity.  He  finds  alfo 
by  experience,  that  when  he  has  had  the  leaft 
of  external  comforts,  he  has  always  been 
Icaft  difpofed  to  loiter  ;  and  if  for  the  time  it 
be  a  little  difagreeable,  he  can  folace  himfelf 
with  the  idea  of  his  being  thereby  foiAvarded 
in  his  courfe.  In  a  lels  unfavourable  feafbn^ 
he  looks  round  him  with  an  eye  of  obfervar 
tion  ;  he  admires  what  is  beautiful ;  he  exa-r 
mines  what  is  curious ;  he  receives  with 
complacency  the  refrefliments  which  are  fet 
before  him,  and  enjoys  them  with  thankful- 
nefs.  Nor  does  he  churlifhly  refufe  to  afTo-? 
ciate  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
through  which  he  is  pafling ;  nor,  fo  far  as 
he  may,  to  Ij^eak  their  language,  and  adop( 
their  faftiions.  But  he  neither  fufFers  plea? 
lure,  nor  curiofity,  nor  fbciety,  to  take  up  too 
much  of  his  time,  and  is  ftill  intent  on  trani^ 
afting  the  bufinefs  which  he  has  to  executC| 
and  on  profecuting  the  journey  which  he  is 
prdered  to  purfue.  He  knows  alfo  that,  tq 
Ithe  very  epd  of  life,  his  journey  will  be  through 
a  country  in  which  he  has  many  enemies  { 
that  his  way  is  befet  with  fnares  ;  that  temp- 
tations throng  around  him,  to  feduce  him 
from  his  courfe  or  check- his  advancement 
in  it ;  that  the  very  air  difpofes  to  drowfinels, 

and 
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arid  that  therefore  to  the  very  laft  it  will  be  sect, 
requifite  for  him  to  be  circumfpeft  and  coU  ^  J^^ 
le6led.  Often  therefore  he  examines  where* 
abouts  he  is,  how  he  has  got  forward,  and 
whether  or  not  he  is  travelling  in  the  right 
diredtion.  Sometimes  he  feems  to  himfelf  to 
make  confiderable  progrefs,  fbmetimes  he  ad- 
vances but  flowly,  too  often  he  finds  reafon  td 
fear  he  has  fallen  backward  in  his  courfe. 
Now  he  is  cheered  with  hope,  and  gladdened 
by  fucceTs  ;  now  he  is  difquieted  with  doubts, 
and  damped  bydifappointments.  Thus  while 
to  nominal  Chriftians,  Religion  is  a  dull  uni-* 
form  thing,  and  they  have  no  conception  of 
the  defires  and  difappointments,  the  hopes 
^nd  fears,  the  joys  and  fbrrows,  which  it  id 
calculated  to  bring  into  exercile ;  in  the  tru6 
Chriftian  all  is  life  and  motion,  and  his  great 
work  calls  forth  alternately  the  various  pa{^ 
fions  of  the  foul.  Let  it  not  therefore  be 
imagined  that  his  is  a  ftate  of  unenlivened 
(oil  and  hardfhip.  His  very  labours  are  "  the 
labours  of  love  ;'*  if  "  he  has  need  of  pa-» 
tience,'*  it  is  "  the  patience  of  hope;**  and 
he  is  cheered  in  his  work  by  the  conftant  aC- 
fiirance  of  prcfent  fupport,.  and  of  final  vic- 
tory. Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  this  i's  the 
very  idea  given  us  of  happinefs  by  one  of  the 
ablefl  examiners  of  the  human  mind  ;   "  a 

^*  qonftan? 
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^^  conflant  employment  for  a  defired  end,  wkh 
*^  the  confcioulnefs  of  a  continual  progrels," 
So  true  is  the  Scripture  declaration,  that 
^*  Godlinefs  has  the  promife  of  the  life  that 
^*  now  is,  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  to 
**  come»'* 

Boikof  Our  review  of  the  charafter  of  the  bulk 

Chriftbfns  ^f  nominal  Chriftians  has  exhibited  abun-> 
fi^i^c  of*  ^^^'  proofs  of  their  allowed  defeftivenefs  in 
Cod  that  great  eonftituent  of  the  true  Chriflian 
charader,  the  love  of  God.  Many  inftances, 
in  proof  of  this  affertion,  have  been  inciden-r 
tally  pointed  out,  and  the  charge  is  in  itfelf 
io  obvious,  that  it  were  liiperfluous  to  ipend 
much  time  in  endeavouring  to  eflablifh  it. 
Put  the  queftion  fairly  to  the  teft.  Con* 
cerning  the  proper  marks  and  evidences  of 
afFedion,  there  can  be  little  dilpute.  Let 
the  moft  candid  inveftigator  examine  the 
charadler,  and  condu6l,  and  language  of  the 
perlbns  of  whom  we  have  been  ]Q)eaking| 
and  he  will  be  compelled  to  acknowledge, 
that  fo  far  as  love  towards  the  Supreme  Being 
is  in  queftion,  thefe  marks  and  evidences  are 
•  no  where  to  be  met  with.  It  is  in  itlelf  a 
decifive  evidence  of  a  contrary  feeling  in 
thofe  nominal  Chriftians,  that  they  find  no 
pleafure  in  the  fervice  and  worfliip  of  God. 
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Their  dfevotional  afts  refemble  lefs  the  free-  s^cvm 
will  ofFerings  of  a  grateful  heart,  than  that 
conftrained  and  rcludant  homage,  which  ii 
exafted  by  fonie  hard  mafter  from  his  6p^ 
prefTed  dependents,  and  paid  with  cold  luUen-^ 
nefs,  and  flavifh  apprehenfion.  It  was  the 
very  charge  brought  by  God  agaiiift  his  un- 
grateful people  of  old,  that,  while  thejr  called 
him  Sovereign  and  Father,  they  withhel4 
from  him  the  regards  which  feverally  belong 
to  thofe  reipefted  and  endearing  appellations* 
Thus  we  likewife  think  it  enough  to  offer 
to  the  moft  excellent  and  amiable  of  Beings, 
to  our  fupreme  and  unwearied  Benefaftor,  a 
dull,  artificial,  heartlcfs  gratitude,  of  which 
we  (hould  be  afhamed  in  th?  cafe  of  a  fellow.^ 
creature,  who  had  ever  fo  frnall  a  claim  on 
pur  regard  anc}  th^nkfuli^efs  { 

It  may  be  of  infinite  ufe  to  eftablifh  in  our 
minds  a  ftrong  and  habitual  fenfe  of  that  firft 
^nd  great  commandment — "  Thou  (halt  love 
^*  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and 
^^  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  foul, 
f*  and  with  all  thy  flrength/*  This  paifion, 
operative  and  vigorous  in  its  very  nature, 
like  a  mafler  fpring,  would  fet  in  motion  andi 
maintain  in  aftion  all  the  complicated  move- 
rnents  of  the  hun^ai;  foul.     Sopn  alfb  would 

it 
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it  terminate  many  praftical  queflions  con- 
cerning the  allowablenefs  of  certain  com- 
pliances ;  queftions  which,  with  other  limi- 
lar  difficulties,  are  often  only  the  cold 
offspring  of  a  (j)irit  of  reluftant  fubmiA 
fion,  and  cannot  ftand  the  encounter  of 
this  trying  principle.  If,  for  example,  it 
were  dilputed,  whether  or  not  the  law 
of  God  y/crc  fo  ftrift  as  had  been  dated, 
in  condemning  the  flighteft  infra6lion  of 
its  precepts;  yet,  when,  from  the'precile 
demands  of  juflice,  the  appeal  (hall  be  made 
to  the  more  generbus  principle  of  love,  there 
would  be  at  once  an  end  of  the  difcuflion*. 
Fear  will  deter  from  acknowledged  crimeSn 
and  felf-intereft  will  bribe  to  laborious  fer-* 
vices :  but  it  is  the  peculiar  glory,  and  the 
very  charafteriftic,  of  this  more  generous  paf» 
{ion,  to  (hew  itfelf  in  ten  thouiand  little  and 
undefinable  a6ls  of  fedulous  attention,  which 
love  alone  can  pay,  and  of  which,  when  paid, 
love  alone  can  eftimate  the-  value.  Love 
X)utruns  the  dedu£lions  of  reafoning;  it  fcoms 
the  refuge  of  caHiiftry;  it  requires  not  the 
flow  procefs  of  laborious  and  undeniable 
proof  that  one  adion  would  be  injurious  and 
bffenfive,  or  another,  beneficial  or  gratifying, 
to  the  obje6l  of  its  afFedion.  The  leaft  hint, 
|hc  flighteft  furmife,  is  fufficicnt  to  make  it 

ftar? 
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xftart  from  the  former^  and  fly  with  eagernefi     sect* 
to  the  latter. 

I  AM  well  aware  that  I  am  now  about  to  Thc'st^ge. 
tread  on  very  tender  ground;  but  it  would 4>e 
an  improper  deference  to  the  opinions  and 
manners  of  the  age  altogether  to  avoid  it. 
There  has  been  much  argument  concerning 
the  lawfulnefs  of  theatrical  amufements  faj^ 
Let  it  be  fufficient  to  remark,  that  the  coh* 
troverfy  would  be  fhort  indeed,  if  the  queftion 
were  to  be  tried  by  this  criterion  of  love  to 
the  Supreme  Being.  If  there  were  any  thing 
of  that  fenfibility  for  the  honour  of  God^ 
and  of  that  zeal  in  his  lervice,  which  we 
ihew  in  behalf  of  our  earthly  friends,  or  of 
our  political  conne6i:ions,  fhould  we  feek  our 
pleafure  in  that  place  which  the  debauchee, 
inflamed  with  wine,  or  bent  on  the  grati- 
fication of  other  licentious  appetites,  finds 
moft  congenial  to  his  ftate  and  temper  of 
mind  ?  In  that  place,  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  which,  (how  juftly  termed  a  fchool  of 
.  piorals  might  hence  alone  be  inferred)  de- 

fa)  It  is  almofl:  unnccellary  to  remark,  that  the  word  is 
to  be  underftood  in  a  large  fenfc,  as  including  the 
Opera,  &c» 

corum. 
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coram,  and  modefty,  and  regularity  retird^ 
while  riot  and  lewdnefs  are  iixvited  to  the 
fpot,  and  invariably  feleft  it  for  their  chofen 
rcfidence  I  where  the  facred  n^me  of  God  is 
often  profaned  !  where  fentiments  are  often 
heard  with  delight,  and  motions  and  geftures 
often  applauded,  which  would  not  be  to- 
lerated in  private  company,  but  which  may 
far  exceed  the  utmoft  licence  allowed  in  the 
Ibcial  circle,  without  at  all  tranfgreffing  the 
large  bounds  of  theatrical  decorum  !  where, 
when  moral  principles  are  inculcated,  they 
are  not  fuch  as  a  Chriftian  ought  to  cherifh 
in  his  bofbm;  but  fiich  as  it  muft  be  his  daily 
endeavour  to  extirpate ;  not  thofe  which 
Scripture- warrants,  but  thofe  which  it  con-« 
demns  as  falfe  and  fpurious,  being  founded 
in  pride  and  ambition,  and  the  over- valuation 
of  human  favour !  where  furely,  if  a  Chriftian 
fhould  trufi  himfelf  at  all,  it  would  be  re- 
quifite  for  him  to  prepare  himfelf  With  a 
double  portion  of  watchfulnefs  and  feriouf- 
neis  of  mind,  inftead  of  felefting  it  as  the 
place  in  which  he  may  throw  off  his  guard, 
and  unbend  without  danger !  The  juftnefs  of 
this  laft  remark,  and  the  general  tendency  of 
theatrical  amufements,  is  attefted  by  the 
fame  well  inftrufted  mafter  in  the  fcience  of 

human 
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human  life,  to  whom  we  had  before  occafion  sect. 
to  refer.  By  him  they  ard  recommended  as  v. 
the  moft  efficacious  expedient  for  relaxing, 
among  any  people,  that  "  precifenefs  and  an^ 
Jierity  of  morals,**  to  ufe  his  own  phrafc, 
which,  under  the  name  of  holinefs,  it  is  the 
bufinefs  of  Scripture  to  inculcate  and  enforce* 
Nor  is  this  pofition  merely  theoretical.  The 
experiment  was  tried,  and  tried  (uccefsfuUy, 
in  a  city  upon  the  continent  (a)^  in  which  it 
was  wiflied  to  corrupt  the  fimple  morality  of 
purer  times. 

Let  us  try  the  queftion  by  a  parallel  in* 
fiance. 

(a)  Geneva — It  is  worthy  of  remark,  Aat  the  play«houles 
have  multiplied  extremely  in  Paris  fmce  the  revolution ; 
and  that  laft  winter  there  were  twenty  open  every  night, 
and  ail  crowded.  It  (hould  not  be  left  unobferved,  and  it 
is  ferioufly  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  who  re- 
gard the  ftage  as  a  fchool  of  morals,  that  the  pieces  which 
were  beft  compofed,  beft  a£ted,  and  moft  warmly  and  ge« 
nerally  applauded,  were  fuch  as  abounded  in  touches  of  de- 
licate feniibility.  The  people  of  Paris  have  never  been 
imagined  to  be  more  fufceptible,  than  the  generality  of 
mankind,  of  thefe  emotions,  and  this  is  not  the  particular 
period  when  the  Parifians  have  been  commonly  conceived 
moft  under  their  influence.  Vide  Journal  d'un  Voyageur 
Neutre.  The  author  of  the  work  expreflfes  himfelf  as 
aftoniflied  by  the  phaenomenon,  and  as  unable  to  account 
for  it. 

What 
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What  judgement  Ihould  we  form  of  thei 
Warmth  of  that  man's  attachment  to  his  So- 
vereign, who,  at  leafbns  of  recreation,  Ihould 
feek  his  pleafures  in  fcenes  as  ill  accordant 
with  the  principle  of  loyalty,  as  thofe  of 
Nyhich  we  have  been  f|:)eaking  are  with  the 
genius  of  religion  ?  If  for  this  purpofe  he 
were  to  fele6l  the  place,  and  frequent  the 
amulements  to  which  Democrats  and  Jaco- 
bins (a)  Ihould  love  to  refort  for  entertain- 
ment, and  in  which  they  Ihould  find  them- 
felves  fo  much  at  home,  as  invariably  to  feledt 
the  fpot  for  their  abiding  habitation ;  where 
dialogue,  and  fbng,  and  the  intelligible  lan- 
guage of  gefticulation,  ihould  be  ufed  to  con- 
.  vey  ideas  and  fentiments,  not  perhaps  pal- 
.  pably  treafonable,  or  falling  direftly  within  the 
ftrift  precifion  of  any  legal  limits,  but  yet 
palpably  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  monarchical 
government;  which,  further,  the  higheft au- 
thorities had  recommended  as  fovereign  ^e- 
cifics  for  cooling  the  warmth,  and  enlarging 
the   narrownefs    of    an   exceffive    loyalty ! 

(a)  The  author  is  almoft  afraid  of  ufing  the  terms,  left 
they  (hould  convey  an  impreflion  of  party  feelings,  of  which 
he  wiihes  this  book  to  exhibit  no  traces;  but  he  here 
means  by  Democrats  and  Jacobins,  not  perfbns  on  whom 
party  violence  faftens  the  epithet,  but  peribns  who  arc 
really  and  avowedly  fuch. 

What 
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What  opinion  fliould  we  form  of  the  deli-    stcf* 
cacy  of  that  friendfhip,  or  of  the  fidelity  of  ^    ^• 
that  love,  which,  in  relation  to  their  refpec- 
tive  objefts,  fhould  exhibit  the  fame  con-^ 
traditions  ? 

In  truth,  the  ^arJ  meafure^  if  the  phrafe 
may  be  pardoned,  which  we  give  to  Godj 
and  the  very  different  way  in  which  we 
allow  ourfelves  to  aft,  and  fpeak,  and  feel^ 
where  he  is  concerned,  from  that  which 
we  require,  or  even  praftife  in  the  cafe  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  is  in  itfelf  the  mofl 
decifive  proof  that  the  principle  of  the 
love  of  God,  if  not  altogether  extinft  in 
us,  is  at  leafl  in  the  lowefl  pofliblc  degree  of" 
lans;uor. 

From  examining  the  degree  in  which  the  PraAic4 

bulk  of  nominal  Chriflians  are  defe6live  in  no^^i 

the  love  of  God,  if  we  proceed  to  inquire  Jefe^Urci 

concerning  the  flreneth  of  their  love  towards  ^''^t «. 

,  Ksrds  the 

their    fellow-creatures,  the   writer   is   well  foveof 
aware  of  its  being  generally  held,  that  here  wcrcau 
^t  leafl  they  may  rather  challenge  praife  than  ^"^^•' 
fubmit  to  cenfiire*     And  the  many   bene-* 
ficent    inflitutions    in  which    this    country 
abounds,  probably  above  every  other,  whe-^ 

Y  ther 
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ther  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  may  be  per- 
haps appealed  to  in  proof  of  the  opinion.  Much 
of  what  might  have  been  otherwife  urged  in 
the  difcuffion  of  this  topic,  has  been  antici- 
pated in  the  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  the 
extravagant  eftimation,  afligned  to  amiable 
tempers  and  ufeful  lives,  when  unconneded 
with  religious  principle.  What  was  then 
flated  may  ferve  in  many  cafes  to  lower,  m 
the  prefent  inftance,  the  loftinefs  of  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  thefe  nominal  Chriftians ;  and 
we  (hall  hereafter  have  occafipn  to  men- 
tion another  confideration,  bf  which  the  cf- 
feft  muft  be,  ftill  further  to  reduce  their 
claims.  Meanwhile,  let  it  liiffice  to  remark, 
that  we  muft  not  reft  fatisfied  with  merely 
fuperficial  appearances,  if  we  would  form  a 
fair  eftimate  of  the  degree  of  purity  and  vi- 
gour, in  which  the  principle  of  good  will  to- 
wards men  warms  the  bolbms  of  the  generality 
of  profefled  Chriftians  in  the  higher  and  more 
opulent  claffes  in  this  country*  In  a  highly 
polifhed  ftate  of  Ibciety,  for  inftance,  we  do 
not  expert  to  find  morofenefs ;  and  in  an 
age  of  great  profuiion,  though  we  may  re* 
fled  with  pleafure  on  thofe  numerous  cha- 
ritable inftitutioas,  which  are  juftly  the  ho- 
nour of  Great  Britain ;  we  are  not  too  haflily 

to 
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to  infer  a  ftrong  principle  of  internal  bene- 
volence, from  liberal  contributions  to  the  re- 
lief of  indigence  and  mifery.  When  thefe  con- 
tributions indeed  are  equally  abundant  in  fru- 
gal times,  or  from  individuals  perfbnally  oeco- 
nomical,  the  fource  from  which  they  originate! 
becomes  leis  queftionable.  But  a  vigorous 
principle  of  philanthropy  muft  not  be  at 
once  conceded,  on  the  ground  of  liberal  be- 
nefaftions  to  the  poor,  in  the  cafe  of  one  who 
by  his  liberality  in  this  relpeft  is  curtailed  in 
no  neceflary,  is  abridged  of  no  luxury,  is  put 
to  no  trouble  either  of  thought  or  of  aftion; 
who,  not  to  impute  a  defire  of  being  praifed 
for  his  benevolence,  is  injured  in  no  man's 
eftimation;  in  whom  alfo  familiarity  with 
large  lums  has  produced  that  freedom  in  the 
expenditure  of  money,  which  it  never  fails 
to  operate,  except  in  minds  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  ftrong  principle  of  avarice* 

Our  conclufion,  perhaps,  would  be  lefs  fa-   true    ^ 
vourable,  but  not  lefs  fair,  if  we  were  to  try   bwcvo! 
the  charafters  in  queftion  by  thofe  lurer  tefts,   ^"^' 
which  are  ftated  by  the  Apoftle  to  be  lefs 
ambiguous  marks  of  a  real  Ipirit  of  philan- 
thropy.    The  ftrength  of  every  paffion  is  to 
be  eftimated  by  its  viftoiy  over  paffions  of 
an  oppofite  nature*     What  judgement  then 

Y  2  (hall 
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fhall  we  form  of  the  force  of  the  benevolence 
of  the  age,  when  meafured  by  this  ftandard  ? 
How  does  it  ftand  the  (hock,  when  it  comes 
into  encounter  with  our  pride,  our  vanity, 
our  felf-love,  our  fclf-intereft,  our  love  of 
eale  or  of  pleafiire,  with  our  ambition,  with 
our  delire  of  worldly  eftimation?  Does  it 
make  us  ielf-denying,  that  we  may  be  li- 
beral in  relieving  others  ?  Does  it  make  us 
perfevere  in  doing  good  in  Ipite  of  ingrati- 
tude ;  and  only  pity  the  ignorance,  or  preju- 
dice, or  malice,  which  mifreprefents  our  con- 
duft,  or  miiconftrues  our  motives  ?  Does  it 
make  us  forbear  from  what  we  conceive  may 
probably  prove  the  occafion  of  harm  to  a 
fellow-creature ;  though  the  harm  (hould  not 
leem  naturally  or  even  fairly  to  flow  from 
our  conduft,  but  to  be  the  refult  only  of  his 
own  obftinacy  or  weaknefs  ?  Are  we  flow 
to  believe  any  thing  to  our  neighbour's  difad- 
vantage  ?  and  when  we  cannot  but  credit  it, 
are  we  difpofed  rather  to  cover,  and  as  far 
as  we  juflJy-  can,  to  palliate,  than  to  divulge 
or  aggravate  it  ?  Suppofe  an  opportunity  to 
occur  of  performing  a  kindnefs,  to  one  who 
from  pride  or  vanity  fliould  be  loth  to  re- 
ceive, or  to  be  known  to  receive,  a  favour 
from  us ;  fliould  we  honeftly  endeavour,  fb 
far  as  we  could  with  truth,  to  leflen  in  his 
^  owa 
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own  mind  and  in  that  of  others  the  merit 
of  our  good  offices,  and  by  fb  doing  diipole 
him  to  receive  them  with  diminished  reluc- 
tance, and  a  lefs  painful  weight  of  obliga- 
tion ?  This  end,  however,  muft  be  accom- 
plifhed,  if  to  be  accomplifhed  at  all,  by  a 
iimple  and  fair  explanation  of  the  circum- 
ftances,  which  may  render  the  a6lion  in  no 
wife  inconvenient  to  ourfelves,  though  highly 
beneficial  to  another ;  not  by  fpeeches  of  af- 
fe6led  diij^aragement,  which  we  might  eafily 
forefee,  and  in  fa6l  do  forefee,  muft  pro- 
duce the  contrary  efFeft.  Can  we,  from  mo- 
tives of  kindnefs,  incur  or  rilk  the  charge  of 
being  deficient  in  fpirit,  in  penetration,  or  in 
forefight  ?  Do  we  tell  another  of  his  faults, 
when  the  communication,  though  probably 
beneficial  to  Aim^  cannot  be  made  without 
embarraffment  or  paih  to  Qurfelves,  and  may 
probably  leflen  his  regard  for  pur  perfon,  or 
his  opinion  of  our  judgement  ?  Can  we  ftifle 
a  repartee  which  would  wound  another  j 
though  the  utterance  of  it  would  gratify  otir 
vanity,  and  the  iuppreflion  of  .it  may  dii^ 
parage  our  chara6ler  for  wit  ?  If  any  one 
advance  a  miftaken  propofitioh,  in  an  in- 
ftance  wherein  the  error  may  be  mifchievotis 
to  him  ;  can  we,  to  the  prejudice  perhaps  of 
our  credit  for  difcernment,  forbear  to  con^ 

Y  3  tradi6l 
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tradi6l  him  in  public,  if  it  be  probable  that 
in  fb  doing,  by  piquing  his  pride  we  might 
only  harden  him  in  his  error?  and  can  we 
rcfcrvc  our  counfel  for  Ibme  more  favourr 
able  feafbn,  the  "  mollia  tempora  fandi,'* 
when  it  may  be  communicated  without  pf» 
fence  ?  If  we  have  recommended  to  any  ono 
a  particular  line  of  conduft,  or  have  pointed 
out  the  probable  mifchiefs  of  the  pppofite 
courfe,  and  if  our  admonitipns  have  been 
neglefted,  are  we  real/y  hurt  when  ojur  pre- 
(di6lionsf  of  evil  are  accompliflied  ?  Is  our  love 
fuperior  to  envy,  and  jealouf),^  and  emula-r 
tion  ?  Are  we  acute  to  difcern  and  forward 
to  embrace  any  fair  opportunity  of  promoting 
the  interefts  of  another ;  if  it  be  in  a  line 
wherein  we  ourfelves  alfo  are  moving,  and 
in  which  we  think  our  progrefs  has  not  been 
proportioned  to  pur  defert  ?  Can  we  take 
pleafure  in  bringing  his  merits  into  notice, 
and  in  pbyiating  the  prejudices  which  may 
have  damped  his  efforts,  or  in  removing  the 
pbftacles  which  piay  have  retarded  his  ad-  ] 
vancement  ?  If  even  to  this  extent  we  fhould 
be  ^ble  to  ftand  the  fcrutiny,  let  it  be  far- 
ther alked  how,  in  the  cafe  of  our  enemies, 
•  '..     .^      .      ._,j  •        ...        , 

do  we  correipond  with  the  Scripture  repre- 
fentations  of  love  ?  Are  we  meek  under  pro- 

yocations. 
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vocations,  ready  to  forgive,  and  apt  to  forget 
injuries?  Can  we,  with  fincerity,  *^  blefs 
them  that  curie  us,  do  good  to  them  that 
hate  us,  and  pray  for  them  which  defpite- 
fully  ufe  us,  and  perfecute  us?'*  Do  we 
prove  to  the  Searcher  of  hearts  a  real  Ipirit 
of  forgivenefs,  by  our  forbearing  not  only 
from  avenging  an  injury  when  it  is  in  our 
power,  but  even  from  telling  to  any  one  how 
ill  we  have  been  uled ;  and  that  too  when 
we  are  not  kept  filent  by  a  confcioufiiefs  that 
we  fliould  lole  credit  by  divulging  the  cir- 
cumftance  ?  And  laftly.  Can  we  not  only  be 
content  to  return  our  enemies  good  for  evil, 
(for  this  return,  as  has  been  remarked  by  one 
of  the  greateft  of  uninfpired  authorities,  /^aj 
may  be  prompted  by  pride  and  repaid  by  felf- 
complacency)  but,  when  they  are  fuccefsful 
or  unfuccefsful  without  our  having  contri- 
buted to  their  good  or  ill  fortune,  can  we 
not  only  be  content,  but  cordially  rejoice  in 
their  profperity,  or  fympathize  with  their 
diftreffes  ? 

These  are  but  a  few  Ipecimens  of  the 
chara6teriftic  marks' which  might  be  ftated, 
^f  a  true  predominant  benevolence ;  yet  even 

(a)  Lord  Bacon. 

a 

y  4  thefe 
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CHAP,  thefe  may  ferve  to  convince  us  how  far  the 
'^*       bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  fall  fhort  of  the 

^  ^'"^■'  requiiitions  of  Scripture,  even  in  that  parti- 
cular, which  exhibits  their  charafter  in  the 
moft  favourable  point  of  view.  The  truth  is, 
we  do  not  enough  call  to  mind  the  exalted 
tone  of  Scripture  morality  ;  and  arc  therefore 
apt  to  value  ourfelves  on  the  heights  to  which 
we  attain,  when  a  better  acquaintance  with 
our  ftandard  would   have   convinced   us   of 

9 

our.  falling  far  ihort  of  the  elevation  pre-» 
fcribed  to  us,  ,  It  is  in  the  very  inflance  of 
the  moft  difficult  of  the  duties  lately  fpeci- 
lied,  the  forgivenels  and  love  of  enemies, 
that  our  Saviour  points  out  to  our  imita- 
tion the  example  of  our  Suprenae  Bene-^ 
faftor.  After  ftating  that,  by  being  kind 
and  courteous  to  thofe  who,  even  ia  the 
world's  opinion,  had  a  title  to  our  good  oU, 
fices  and  gpod  will,  we  (hpuld  in  vain  fct  up 
a  claim  to  Chrijiian  benevolence,  he  empha-^ 
tically  adds,  "  Be  ye  therefore  perfeft,  even 
"  as  your  Father  >vhich  is  in  heaven  \% 
f*  perfea," 

The  Stage.  We  muft  here  again  refort  to  a  topic 
which   was  lately  touched  on,  that  of  thea*t 

trical  amufements  ;    and  recommend   it  to 

«    ..  • .  ■  _  .... 

their 


V.  • 
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their  advocates  to  conlider  them  in  connec-     sect* 
tion  with  the  duty,  of  which  we  have  now 
been  exhibiting  fome  of  the  leading  charac- 
ters. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fa61",  for  the  truth  of 
which  we  may  fafely  appeal  to  every  age 
and  nation,  that  the  fituation  of  the  perfor- 
mers, particularly  of  thofe  of  the  female 
fex,  is  remarkably  unfavourable  to  the  main- 
tenance and  growth  of  the  rehgious  and 
moral  principle,  and  of  courfe  highly  dan- 
gerous to  their  eternal  interefts.  Might  it 
not  then  be  fairly  alked,^how  far,  in  all  who 
confefs  the  truth  of  this  pofition,  it  is  con- 
iiftent  with  the  fenfibility  of  Chriftian  bene- 
volence, merely  for  the  entertainment  of  an 
idle  hour,  to  encourage  the  continuance  of 
^ny  of  their  fellow-creatures  in  fuch  a  way 
of  life,  and  to  take  a  part  in  tempting  any 
Others  to  enter  into  it  ;  how  far,  coniidering 
that,  by  their  own  conceffion,  they  are  em- 
ploying whatever  they  fpend  in  this  way, 
in  fuftaining  and  advancing  the  caufe  of 
vice,  and  confequently  in  promoting  milery ; 
they  are  herein  beftowing  this  (hare  of  tlieir 
wealth  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  inten- 
tions of  their  holy  and  benevolent  Benefac- 
tor ?  how  far  alf%they  are  not  in  this  inftancc 

^  the 
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the  rather  criminal,  from  there  being  fo  many 
Iburces  of  innocent  pleafure  open  to  their  en- 
joyment ?  how  far  they  are  a6ling  conform- 
ably to  that  golden  principle  of  doing  to 
others  as  we  would  they  fhould  do  to  us  ? 
how  far  they  harmonize  with  the  Ipirit  of 
the  Apoftle's  afFe6tionate  declaration,  that  he 
would  deny  himfelf.  for  his  whole  life  the 
moft  innocent  indulgence,  nay,  what  might 
feem  almoft  an  abfolute  neceflary,  rather  thaa 
caufe  his  weak  fellow  Chrjiftian  to  offend  ? 
or  laftly,  how  far  they  are  influenced  by  the 
folemn  language  of  our  Saviour  himfelf;  "  It 
**  muft  needs  be  that  offences  come,  but  woe 
**  to  that  man  by  whom  the  offence  cometh ; 
"  it  were  better  for  him  that  a  mill-ftone 
**  were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  that  he 
"  were  caft  into  the  depths  of  the  fea  ?" 
The  prefent  inflance  is  perhaps  another  cx^ 
ample  of  our  taking  greater  concern  in  the 
temporal,  than  in  the  fpiritual  intejefts  of 
olir  fellow-creatures.  That  man  would  be 
4eemed,  and  juftly  deemed,  of  an  inhuman 
temper,  who  in  thefe  days  were  to  feek  hi3 
pmulement  in  the  combats  of  gladiators  and 
prize  fighters  :  yet  Chri/iians  appear  con-? 
fcious  of  no  inconfiftency,  in  finding  their 
pleafure  in  f|)e6lacles  maintained  at  the 
rifk    at   leaft,     if   not    tjje  ruin^    of    the 

eternal 
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eternal    happinefs    of  thofo    who    perfpiln    sect* 
in  them  J  ^* 


Sect.   vi. 

Grand  defedl. — Negleii   of  the  peculiar  ^Doc^ 

irines  of  Chrijiianiiy . 

BUT  the  grand  radical  defe6l  in  the  prac- 
tical fyftem  of  thefe  nominal  Chriftians,  is 
their  forgetfulnefs  of  all  the  peculiar  doftrines 
of  the  Rehgion  which  they  profefs — the  cor- 
ruption of  human  nature — the  atonement  of 
the  Saviour-r— and  the  fanftifying  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

Here  then  we  come  again  to  the  grand 
diftindlion,  between  the  Religion  of  Chrift  and 
that  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  in  the 
prefent  day.  The  point  is  of  the  utmoft  prac^ 
tical  Importance^  and  we  would  therefore  tracig 
jt  into  its  aftual  efFefts. 

There  are,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  not  a  Thisevn 
few^  who  having  been  for  fbme  time  hurried   X^^^^ 
down  the   ftream  of  diflipation  in  the  indul-    *«^^»- 
gence  of  all  their  natural  appetites,  (except, 
perhaps,  that  they  were  reftrained  from  very 
grofs  vice  by  a  regard  to  chara61er,  or  by  the 

yet 
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yetiinftibflued  voice  of  confcicnce);  aiid  who, 
having  all  the  while  thought  little,  or  Icarcely 
at  all,  about  Religion,  "  living,"  to  ufe  the 
emphatical  language  of  Scripture,  *'  without 
"  God  in  the  world,''  become  in  fome  degree 
imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  tl>e  infinity  impor- 
tance of  Religion.  A  fit  or  ficknefs,  perhaps, 
or  the  lofs  of  fome  friend  or  much  loved  re- 
lative, or  fome  other  ftroke  of  adverfe  for- 
tune, damps  their  fpirits,  awakens  them  to 
a  pra61ical  conviction  of  the  precarioufiiefs 
of  all  human  things,  and  turns  them  to  feek 
for  fome  more  ftable  foundation  of  happinels 
than  this  world  can  afford.  Looking  into 
themfelves  ever  fo  little,  they  become  feniible 
that  they  muft  Kave  offended  God.  They 
refolve  accordingly  to  fet  about  the  work  of 
reformation. — Here  it  is  that  we  (hall  recos- 
iiize  the  fatal  efFe6ls  of  the  prevailing  igno- 
rance of  the  real  nature  of  Chriftianitv,  and 
the  general  forgetfulnefs  of  its  grand  pecu- 
liarities. Thefe  men  ivijh  to  reform,  but 
they  know  neither  the  real  nature  of  their  dif- 
temper  nor  its  true  remedy.  They  are  aware 
indeed,  that  they  muft  "  ceafe  to  do  evil, 
*'  and  learn  to  do  well  f '  that  they  muft  relin- 
quilli  their  habits  of  vice,  and  attend  more  or 
lefs  to  the  duties  of  Religion  :  but  having  no 
conception  of  the  aflual  malignity  of  the  diA 

cafe 
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cafe  under  which  they  labour,  or  of  the  per-    sect. 
fed  cure  which  the  Gofpel  has  provided  for       vi. 
it,  or  of  the  manner  in  which  that  cure  is  to 
be  effected, 

*'  They  do  but  (kim  and  film  the  ulcerous  place, 
<^  While  rank  corruption,  mining  all  within, 
"  Infeds  unfeen." 

A 

It  often  happens  therefore  but  too  natu- 
rally in  this  cafe,  that  where  they  do  not  foon 
defjfl:  from  their  attempt  at  reformation,  and 
relapfe  into  their  old  habits  of  fin  ;  they  take 
Aip  with  a  partial  and  Icanty  amendment, 
and  fondly  flatter  themfelves  that  it  is  a 
thorough  change.  They  now  conceive  that 
they  have  a  right  to  take  to  themfelves  the, 
comforts  of  Chriftianity.  Not  being  able  t# 
raife  their  pradice  up  to  their  ftandard  of 
right,  they  lower  their  ftandard  to  their 
pradice  :  they  fit  down  for  life  cpntented 
with  their  prefent  attainments,  beguiled  by 
the  complacencies  of  their  own  minds,  and 
by  the  favourable  teftimony  of  furrounding 
friends ;  and  it  often  happens,  particularly 
where  there  is  any  degree  of  flritSlnels  in 
formal  and  ceremonial  obfervances,  that  therp 
are  no  people  more  jealous  of  their  character 
for  Religion. 

Others 
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Others  perhaps  go  farther  than  this,  Thtf 
dread  of  the  wrath  to  come  has  funk  deeper 
into  their  hearts ;  and  for  a  while  they  ftrive 
with  all  their  might  to  refift  their  evil  pro- 
peniities,  and  to  walk  without  ftumbling  in 
the  path  of  duty.  Again  and  again  they 
refolve:  again  and  again  they  break  their 
refolutions  ("aj.  All  their  endeavours  are 
foiled,  and  they  become  more  and  more  con- 
vinced of  their  ov/n  moral  weaknefs,  and  of 
the  ftrength  of  their  inherent,  corruption. 
Thus  groaning  under  the  enflaving  power  of 
fin,  and  experiencing  the  futility  of  the  utmoft 
efforts  which  they  can  ufe  for  efFefting  their 
deliverance,^  they  are  tempted  (fbmetimes  it  is 
to  be  feared  they  yield  to  the  temptation)  to 
^ve  up  all  in  defpair,  and  to  acquiefce  under 

(a)  If  any  one  would  read  a  defcription  of  this  proceis, 
enlivened  and  enforced  by  the  powers  of  the  moft  exquifite 
poetry>  let  him  pcrufe  the  middle  and  latter  part  of  the  fifth 
Book  of  Cowper's  Tafk.  My  warm  attachment  to  the 
beautifully  natural  compofitions  of  this  truly  Chriftian  poet 
may  perhaps  bias  my  judgement ;  but  the  part  of  the  work 
to  which  I  refer  appears  to  me  fcarcely  furpafled  by  any 
thing  in  our  language.  The  honourable  epithet  of  Chrif* 
tian  may  juftly  be  affigned  to  a  poet,  whofe  writings,  while 
they  fafcinate  the  reader  by  their  manifeftly  coming  from 
the  heart,  breathe  throughout,  the  fpirit  of  that  charadler 
of  Chriflianity,  with  which  (he  was  announced  to  the 
world}  ^'  Glory  tx>  God, peace  on  earthy  good^Ul  towards 
*«ieu." 

their 
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their  wretched  captivity,  conceiving  it  im- 
poflible  to  break  their  chains.  Sometimes, 
probably,  it  even  happens  that  they  are  driven 
to  feek  for  refuge  from  theif  dilquietude  in 
the  fuggeftions  of  infidelity ;  and  to  quiet  their 
troublefome  confcicnces  by  arguments  which 
they  themfelves  fcarcely  believe,  at  the  very 
moment  in  which  they  fufFer  themfelves  to  be 
lulled  afleep  by  them,  la  the  mean  time 
while  this  confli6t  has  been  going  on,  their 
walk  is  fad  and  comfortlefs,  and  their  couch 
is  nightly  watered  with  tears.  Thefe  men 
are  purfuing  the  right  objeft,  but  they  mif- 
take  the  way  in  which  it  is  to  be  obtained. 
^he  path  in  which  they  are  now  treading  is  not 
that  which  the  Go/pel  has  provided  for  co::  duel- 
ing them  to  true  holinefs^  nor  will  they  jin din  J^ 
any  Jolt d  peace. 

Persons  under  thefe  circumftanccs  .na-  Advujecf 
turally  leek  for  religious  inftruftion.  They  Religion.* 
turn  over  the  works  of  our  modern  Religio-  ,^\re!te. 
nifts,  and  as  well  as  they  can  coUeft  the  ad-  ^»'"<'"«.^ 
vice  addrefled  to  men  in  their  fituation :  the 
fubftance  of  it  is,  at  the  beft,  of  this  fort; 
"  Be  forry  indeed  for  your  fins,  and  difcon- 
tinue  the  praftice  of  them,  but  do  not 
make  yourfelves  fb  uneafy.  Chrift  died 
*'  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world.     Do  your 

**  utmbft ; 


repeauAj. 


^L 

a 


u 

44 
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utmoft;  difcharge  with  fidelity  the  duties  of 
your  ftations,  not  iicgleding  your  religious 
"  offices;  and  fear  not  but  that  in  the  end 
**  all  will  go  well ;  and  that  having  thus  per- 
*'  formed  the  conditions   required  on  your 
**  part,  you  will  at  lafl:  obtain  forgivenefs  of 
*'  our  merciful  Creator  through  the  merits  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  be  aided,  where  your  own 
ftrcngth  (hall  be  infufficient,  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  his  Holy  Spirit.     Meanwhile  you 
"  cannot  do  better  than  read  carefully  fuch 
*'  books  of  pradical  divinity,  as  will  inftnidl 
"  you  in  the  principles  of  a  Chriftian  life. 
We  are  excellently  furniflied  with  works  of 
this  nature ;  and  it  is  by  the  diligent  fhidy 
of  them  that  you  will  gradually  become  a 
^proficient  in  the  leflbns  of  the  Gofi^el.'* 

^^i^jce  ^^^'^  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  with  them 

&X^^r!'^   the  Church  of  England,  call  upon  thofe  who 

rons  bythe  are  in  the  circumftances  above-ftated,   to  /ay 

turci.         ^^'^^  ^/^^  idiok  foundation  of  their  Religion.  In 

concurrence  with  the  Scripture,  that  Church 

calls  upon  them,  in  the  firll:  place,  gratefully 

to  adore  that  undeferved  goodnefs  which  has 

awakened  them  from  the  fleep  of  death ;   to 

proftrate  themfelves  before  the  Crofs  of  Chrift 

with  humble  penitence  and  deep  felf-abhor- 

fence;  folcmnly  refolving  to  forfake  all  their* 

fins. 
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fins,  but  relying  on  the  Grace  of  God  alone 
for  poSyer  to  keep  their  relblution.  Thus, 
and  thus  only,  (he  aflures  them  that  all  their 
crini6s  will  be  blotted  out,  and  that  they  will 
receive  frorii  above  a  new  living  principle  of 
holinefs.  She  produces  from  the  Word  of 
God  the  ground  and  warrant  of  her  counlel ; 
"  Believe  in  the  Lord  Je{us  Chrift,  and  thou 
"  fhalt  be  faved." — "  No  man,''  fays  our  blef- 
fed  Saviour,  "  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by 
"  me.'* — "  I  am  the  true  Vine.  As  the 
**  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf  except  it 
^  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can  ye  except  ye 
•'  abide  in  me."— i-"  He  that  abideth  in  mc 
and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit;  for  without''  (or  fevered  from)  **  me 
ye  can  do  nothing." — "  By  grace  ye  are 
**  faved  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  your- 
felves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God ;  not  of  works, 
lefl  any  man  fhould  boafl :  for  we  are  his 
workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrifl:  Jefus  unto 
good  works." 


Let  me  not  be  thought  tedious,  or  be  ac-  Extrtmt 
cufed  of  running  into  needlefs  repetitions,  in  iTtbUpIIint 
preflTing  this  point  with  fo  much  earrteflnef3.  SSf 
It  is  in  fa6l  a  point  which  can  never  be  too 
much  infifled  on.     It  is  the  cardinal  point  ou 
which  tlie  whole  of  Chriflianity  turns  ;  on 

Z   '  which 
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muft  alfo  fhidy  in  the  fame  fchool ;  finding  in 
the  confideration  of  the  peculiar  dodtrines  of 
the  Gofpcl,  and  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
life,  and  charader,   and    fufierings  of  our 
blefled  Saviour,  the  elements  of  all  pra6lical 
wifiiom,  and  an  inexhauflible  florehoufe  of 
inftrudliona  and  motives,  no  otherwife  to  be 
fo  well  fupplied.     From  the  negleft  of  thefe 
peculiar  do6trines  arife  the  main  pradical  er- 
rors of  the  bulk  of  profeflcd  Chriftians.  Thefe 
gigantib  truths,  retained  in  view,  would  put 
to  ihame  the  littlenefs  of  their  dwarfifh  mo- 
rality.    It  would  be  impoffible   for  them  to 
make  thefe  harmonize  with  their  inadequate 
conceptions  of  the  wretchednefs  and  dan- 
ger of  our  natural  f):ate,  which  is  repre- 
fented  in  Scripture  as  having  fb  powcrfiilly 
called  forth  the  compaflion  of  God,  that  he 
fent  his  only  begotten  fbn  to  refcue  us.  Where 
now  are  their  low  views  of  the  worth  of  the 
foul,  when  means  like  thefe  were  taken  to 
redeem   it  ?     Where   now   their   inadequate 
conceptions  of  the  guilt  of  fin,  for  which  in 
the  divine  counfels  it  feemed  requifite  that  an 
atonement  no  lefs  cofUy  fhould  be  made,  than 
that  of  the  blood  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God?    How  can  they   reconcile   their  low 
flandard  of  Chriflian  pradice  with  the  repre- 
fentation  of  our  being  *'  temples  of  the  Holy 

"Ghofl?'* 
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**  Ghoft  ?"  Their  cold  fenfe  of  obligation,  and 
fcanty  grudged  returns  of  fervice,  with  the 
glowing  gratitude  of  thofe  who,  having  been 
*'  delivered  from  the  power  of  darknefs,  and 
"  tranflated  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear 
**  Son,"  may  well  conceive  that  the  labours 
of  a  whole  life  will  be  but  an  imperfe6t  ex* 
preflion  of  their  thankfulnefs. 

The  peculiar  do6lrmes  of  the  Gofpel  being 
once  admitted,  the  conclufions  which  have 
been  now  fuggefted  are  clear  and  obvious  de- 
duftions  of  reafbn.  But  our  negleft  of  thefe 
important  truths  is  itill  lefs  paixlopable,  be« 
caufe  they  are  diAin^ly  and  r^p^ atedly  ap*-^ 
plied  in  Scripture  to  the  very  purpofes  in 
queftion,  and  the  whole  fupcrftrufture  of 
Chriftian  mprals  is  grounded  on  their  deep 
and  ample  ba^^  Sometimes  thefe  truths  are 
reprefented  in  Scripture,  generally^  as  furni(h» 
ing  Chriftians  with  a  vigorous  and  ever  pre- 
iibnt  principle  of  univerfal  obedience.  And 
our  flownefs  in  learning  the  leflbns  pf  hea-r 
venly  wifHom  is  ft  ill  further  ftipiuj&tpd,  by 
almoft  every  particular  Chriftiau  duty  being 
occafionally  traced  to  them  ps  to  its  proper 
fburce.  They  are  every  wh^rp  reprefented 
iis  warming  the  hearts  of  (he  people  of  Go4 
on    earth   with  continual    admiration,  and 

Z  3  thank- 


34^  PRBrAILIHC    INAl>E^A7S  COHOSPTlOKa 

CH AF,    th^rnkfulhcfs,  and  loVe,  aiic}  joy;  as  triumph* 

iv-.      jng  over  the  attack  of  the  laft  great  enemy, 

^^^'"'^^^  and  as  calling  forth  afrefh  in  Heaven  the 

^dent  efiufions   of  their  imexhaufted   gra-» 

titudc, 

Jf  then  we  would  indeed  be  ^*  filled  with 
^y  wifdom  and  ipiritual  underftanding  i**  if  we 
>vould  **  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all 
f*  well  pleafing,  being  fruitful  in  every  good 
f ^  work,  and  increafing  in  the  knowledge  of 
^*  God  'y  here  let  us  fix  our  eyes  !  Laying 
^*  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin  that  does 
^^  io  cafily  l>efet  us  j  let  us  run  with  patience 
<•  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us,  Lo^ilii^q 
<^  UNTO  Jkisus,  the  Author  and  Finifiier  e€ 
f^  our  faith,  who  for  the  joy  that  was  let  bc- 
H  fore  him  endurpd  the  crofs,  delpifing  the 
^  ihamc,  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
^'the  throne  jof  God  */' 

Wftoifthe  jfjERE  beft  we  may  learn  the  infinite  m^ 
Doarine*  portance  of  Chri^lianity.  How  little  it  can 
jiirth^^r^  defcrye  to  be  treated  in  that  flight  a?id  iuper-. 
?S^?  ^^^^^  ^^y\  ^^  which  it  is  in  thefe  days  rc^ 
V[^  garded  by  the  bulk  of  hominal  Chriftiaps,- 

who  are  apt  to  think  it  may  be  enough,   an^ 
^Itooft  equally  pleafing  to  God,  to  be  religi* 

*  Heb.  3tii!  i>  2. 

0U5 


ous  m  any  way^  and  upon  any  fyftem.  What 
exquilite  fofly  it  muft  be  to  rilk  the  foul  on 
luch  a  venture,  in  direct  contfadidioh  to  the 
didates  of  reafon,  and  the  exprefs  decfeiratiofi 
of  the  word  of  God  !  "  How  flmPl  vve  efcape, 
^  if  we  nagledt  {q  greal  lalvation  ?'* 

*.  ■  *  * 

LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS ! 

Here  we  ihall  beft  learn  the  duty  and  rea-  in  cnforc- 

fonablenefs  of  an  abfalutc  and  unconditional  ly^ofan"" 

furrender   of  foul  and  body  to  the  will  and  Z^£'' 

fervice  of  God. — "  We  are  not  our  own  ;    for  «ndcrof 

ourfelvcs  to 

*^  we  are  bought  with  a  price,**  and  mult  God, 
therefore  make  it  our  grand  concern  to  - 
"  glorify  God  with  our  bodies  and  our  ipirits, 
*'  which  are  God's."  Should  we  be  bafe 
enough,  even  if  we  could  do  it  with  {afety, 
to  make  any  relerves  in  our  returns  of  fendce 
to  that  gracious  Saviour,  who  "  gave  up 
himfelf  iox  yx^V  If  we  have  formerly  talked 
of  compounding  by  the  performance  of  fbme 
commands  for  the  breach  of  others  ;  can  we 
now  bear  the  mentioij  of  a  cQinpoJitim  of  du- 
ties, or  of  retaining  to  ourfelvcs  the  right  of 
pradifihg  Uulc  fins  \  The  very  luggeftioh  of 
fuch  an  idea  fills  U4  with  indignation  and 
fhame,  if  our  hearts  be  not  dead  to  every 
feiife  of  gf  atitude. 

Z   4  LOOKINQ 
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*^  iv/'  LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS  ! 


i^wfwc-        Hbrje  we  find  difplaycd,  in  the  moft  lively 

jwlitlSf  fin    colours^  the  guilt  of  fin,  jiad  how  hateful  it 

TLa^'     pnuft  be  to  the  perfeft  holiness  of  that  Being, 

^niOi-       who  is  of  **  purer  eyes  than  to  l)ehol4  ini- 

•^         quity.**     When  we  fee  that,  rather  than  fin 

Ihould  go  unpupilhcd,  ^'  God  Ipared  not  his 

^  own   Son,"  but   **  was  fkafe^  to  bruife 

*'  him  and  put  him  tq  grief*'  fqr  our  falj;es  \ 

bow  vainly  muft  impenitent  finners  flatter 

themfeives  >vith  the  Jiope   of  elcaping  the 

vengeance  of  fleayen,  and  buoy  themfelve? 

up  with  I  know  aot  what  defperatc  dream? 

pf  the  Divine  benignity ! 

Here  too  we  may  anticipate  the  dreadful 
fufFerings  of  that  ftate,  "  where  fhall  be  weepr 

V  ing  and  gnafliing  of  teeth  j"  when  rather 
than  that  we  (hould  undergo  them, "  the  Son  of 
.♦'God"  himfelf,  who  "  thoug-ht  it  no  rob* 

V  bery  to  be  equal  with  God,"  confented  to 
take  upon  him  our  degraded  nature  with  all 
its  weaknefles  and  infirmities ;  to  be  **  a 
.♦*  man  of  forrows,"  **'to  hide  not  his  face 
"  from  (hame  and  /pitting,"  *'  to  be  wounded 
f*  for  our  tranlgrefiions,  and  bruifed  for  our 
f'^  iniquities,"  and  at  length  to  endure  the 
jliarpnefs  of  death,  "  even  the  death  of  the 

?'  Crofs,*? 
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^  Crofs,"  that  he  might  deliver  us  from  the    sect. 
**  wrath  to  come,"  and  open  the  kingdom  of       ^'* 
Heaven  to  all  believers* 

LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS ! 

Here  beft  ye  may  learn  to  grow  in  the  inpromot. 
love  of  God !  The  certainty  of  his  pity  and  S^^gS'"* 
love  towards  repenting  finners,  thus  irrefra- 
gably  demonftrated,  chafes  away  the  fenfe 
of  tormenting  fear,  and  beft  lays  the  ground 
in  us  of  reciprocal  afFedion.  And  while  wc 
fteadily  contemplate  this  wonderful  tranfac- 
tion,  and  confider  in  its  feveral  relations  the 
amazing  truth,  "  that  God  fpared  not  liis 
**  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all  ;'* 
if  our  minds  be  not  utterly  dead  to  every 
impulfe  of  fenfibility,  the  emotions  of  ad- 
miration, of  preference,  of  hope,  and  truft, 
and  joy,  cannot  but  fpring  up  within  us, 
chaftened  with  reverential  fear,  and  foftened 
and  quickened  by  overflowing  gratitude  f'aj. 
Here  we  fhall  become  animated  by  an  abid- 
ing difpofition  to  endeavour  to  pleafe  our 
great  Benefador ;  and  by  a  humble  perfiia* 
iion,  that  the  weakeft  endeavours  of  this 
nature  will  not  be  delpifed  by  a  Being,  who 

(a)  V  ide  Chap.  iii.    Where  thefe  were  (hewx)  to  be  the 
^emen^ry  principles  of  the  paffion  of  }ove« 
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has  already  proved  bimfelf  fo  kiftdly  afFe6^ecl 
towards  us  *•      Hire  we  cannot  fail  fo  ifti.- 
bibe  an  earneft  defiire  of  poflelling  his  favour^ 
and  a  conviftion,  founded  on  his  own  decla- 
rations thus  unquefKonably  ccnfirttied^  that 
the  defire  (hall  not  be  difappointed.    When- 
tvef  we  are  confcious  that  we  have  offended 
this  gracious  Being,  a  fingle  thought  of  the 
great  work. of  Redemption  will  be  enough 
to  fill  us  with  compunction.     We  (hall  feel 
a  deep  concern,  .grief  mingled  with  indig- 
iiaiit  (hame,  for  having  conduced  ourfelves 
fo  unworthily  towards  one  who  to  us  has 
befen  infinite  in  kindnefs  :  We  (hall  not  reft 
till  we  have  reafpn  to  hope  that  he  is  r econ* 
ciied  to  us;  and  wc  (hall  watch  over  our 
hjgartis  ^nd  condud  in  future  w  ith  a  renewed 
jeftioilfy^  left  we  (hould  again   offend   him. 
To  tho&  who  are  ever  (b  little  acquainted 
with  th6  nature  of  the  human  "mind,  it  wefe 
fuperfluous  to-rqmftfk^    that   the  afFedions 
and  tempers  which  have  been  enumerated, 
are  the  infallible  marks  of  the  coiiftituent 
proj^erties  of  love*     Let  him  then  who  would 
abound  and  grow  in  this  Chriftian  principle, 
ht  tnuch  Converfant  with  the  great  dodrinej 
of  the  Gof|:)eL 

♦  Rom.V/9,  10, 

—  •  It 
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It  is  obvious,  that  the  attentive  and  fre. 
quent  confideration  of  thefe  great  doflrines, 
muft  have  a  ftill  more  dired  tendency  to 
produce  and  cherilh  in  our  minds  the  prm- 
ciple  of  the  love  of  Chrift.  But  on  this 
head,  fo  much  was  faid  in  a  former  chapter, 
as  to  reader  any  farther  obfervations  ynne'- 
ceflary. 
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In  promot* 
ing  the  love 
Qt  Chrift, 


Much  alfo  has  been  already  obferved  con- 
cerning the  love  of  our  fellow-creatures^  and 
it  has  been  diftindly  ftated  to  be  the  indif- 
penfable,  and  indeed  the  charafteriftic  duty 
of  Chriftians.  It  remains,  however,  to  be 
here  farther  remarked,  that  this  grace  can 
no  wher^  be  cultivated  with  more  advantage 
than  at  the  foot  of  the  Crofs,  No  where  can 
our  Saviour's  dying  injunftion  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  this  virtue  be  recoUefted  with  more 
effeft ;  **  This  is  my  commandment,  that 
**  ye  love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you/' 
No  where  can  the  admonition  of  the  Apoftle 
more  powerfully  afFeflt  us ;  *^  Be  ye  kind  one 
^*  to  another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one 
^'  another,  even  as  God,  for  Chrift's  fake, 
**  hath  forgiven  you.**  The  view  of  man- 
kind which  is  here  prefented  to  us,  as  hav- 
ing been  all  involved  in  one  common  ruin  ; 
^nd  the  offer  of  deliverance  held  out  to  all, 
'8  'by 


In  proiDot* 
ing  tbeloirc 
of  our  fcU . 
|ow*cre49 
turest 
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by  the  Son  of  God's  giving  of  himfclf  up  to 
pay  the  price  of  our  reconciliation,  produce 
that  fympathy  towards  our  fellow-creatures, 
which,  by  the  conftitution  of  our  nature, 
feldom  fails  to  refult  from  the  confcioufnefs 
of  an  identity  of  interefts  and  a  fimilarity  of 
fortunes.  Pity  for  an  unthinking  world  af- 
fifts  this  impreflion.  Our  enmities  ibften 
and  melt  away :  we  are  afliamed  of  thinking 
much  of  the  petty  injuries  which  we  may 
have  fufFered,  when  we  confider  what  the 
Son  of  God, "  who  did  no  wrong,  ^either  was 
*<  guile  found  in  his  mouth,"  patiently  under- 
went. Our  hearts  become  tender  while  we 
contemplate  this  fignal  aft  of  loving-kind- 
nefs.  We  grow  deiirous  of  imitating  what 
we  cannot  but  admire.  A  vigorous  principle 
of  enlarged  and  aftive  charity  Iprings  up 
within  us ;  and  we  go  forth  with  alacrity,  de- 
firous  of  treading  in  the  fteps  of  our  bleiled 
Mafter,  and  of  manifefting  our  gratitude  for 
his  unmerited  goodnefs,  by  bearing  each 
others  burthens,  and  abounding  in  the  difin* 
terefted  labours  of  beoevolence^ 

LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS ! 

inpromot-       He  was  meek  and  lowly  of  heart,  and 
Sy.  ««^-    jfjPQjp  jj^g  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  character  we  fball  beft 

learn 
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learn  the  leflbns  of  humility.  Contemplat- 
ing the  work  of  Redemption,  we  become 
more  and  more  imprefled  with  the  fenfe  of 
our  natural  darknefs,  and  helpleffnefs,  and 
mifery,  from  which  it  was  requifite  to  ran- 
fbm  us  at  lueh  a  price ;  more  and  niore  con- 
fcious  that  we  are  utterly  unworthy  of  all 
the  amazing  condefcenfioii  and  love  which 
have  beeh  manifefted  towards  us;  afhamed 
of  the  calloufiiefs  of  our  tendereft  fenfibility, 
and  of  the  poor  returns  of  our  moft  a6live 
fervices.  Confiderations  like  thefe,  abating 
our  pride  and  reducing  our  opinions  of  our^ 
f elves ^  naturally  moderate  our  pretenfions  to- 
wards others.  We  become  lefs  difpofed  to 
exad  that  refpeft  for  our  perfbns,  and  that 
deference  for  our  authority,  which  we  natu- 
rally covet ;  we  lefs  fenfibly  feel  a  flight, 
and  lefs  hotly  refent  it ;  we  grow  lefs  irri- 
table, lefs  prone  to  be  difTatisfied ;  more  fbft, 
and  meek,  and  courteous,  and  placable,  and 
condefcending.  We  are  not  literally  required 
to  pra6life  the  fame  humiliating  fiibmiffions, 
to  which  our  blefTed  Saviour  himfelf  was  npt 
afhamed  to  ftoop  * ;  but  the  fpifit  of  the  rc- 
ixjark  applies  to  us, "  the  fervant  is  not  greater 

♦  John  xiii.  13— 17.  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Matter, 
have  waflied  your  feetji  ye  alfo  ought  to  waflione  another's 
feet,  ice. 

"  than 
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*'  than  his  Lord;''  aiid  we  fhouMxfpcciall/ 
bear  this  truth  in  mind,  when  the  occafiotl 
calls  upon  us  to  difcharge  forae  duty^  or  pa-^ 
ticntly  to  fuffer  Ibme  ill  treatment^  whereby 
our  pride  will  be  wouilded,  and  we  are  likely 
to  be  in  fbme  degree  degraded  from  the  rauk 
we  had  poffefled  in  the  world's  ef?imation# 
At^^the  fame  time  the  Sacred  Scriptures  a  A 
fiiring  us,  that  to  the  ii>owerful  operations  oi 
the  Holy  Spirit,  purchafed  for  u&  by  t;he^ 
death  of  Chrift,  we  muft  be  indebted  for  the 
.  (uccefs  of  all  our  endeavours  after  improve^ 
ment  ii^  virtue;  the  convidion  of  this  truth 
tends  to  render  us  diffident  of  our  own  pow^ 
ers,  and  to  fuppf  efs  the  firft  rifirigs  of  vanityr^ 
Thus,  while  we  are  conduced  to  heights  of 
virtue  no  otherwife  attainable,  due  care  is 
taken  to  prevent  our  becoming  giddy  fromi 
our  elevation  (aj.  It  is  the  Scripture  cha- 
rafteriftic  of  the  Goipel  fyftem,  that  by  it  all 
dilpoiition  to  exalt  ourfelves  is  excluded;  and 
if  We  really  grow  in  grace,  we  (hall  grow 
alfo  in  humility. 

LOOKING  UNTO  JESU&! 

ingafpirit       "  Hfi    cndurcd   the   crofs,    delpifing    the 
tion  in        "  (hame."— While  we  fteadily  contemplate 

SnSf.         (^)  VidePafcal's  Thoughts  on.  Religiort— A  book- 

fulhefs  in     abdunditig  in  tht  dbepfeft  views  of  practical  Chriftianity. 
fyffcriiur.  »  jj^j^ 


this  folemii  fcene,  that  fober  frame  of  ipirlt  sjcTt 
is  produced,  within  us,  which  heft  befits  the"      V* 
Chriftiaa  militant  here  on  earth.     We  be- 
come imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  the  fhprtnefa, 
^d  uncertainty  of  time,  and  that  it  behoveSs 
us  to  be  diligent  in  making  provilion  for  eter*^ 
nity.  ;  In  ftfch  a  temper  of  mind,  the  ponapa 
iUid  vanities  of  Ufe  are  cafl:  behind  us  as  the* 
baubles  of  children.^We  lofe  our  relifh-fw 
the  frolics  of  gaiety,   the  race  of  aaibition^ 
or  the  grofler  gratifications  of  vpluptuouf^ 
nefs.     In    the  .cafe  even   of  th9fe  obje^s, 
which  m^y  more  juftly  clai^m  the  attention 
of  reafonable  and  immortal  beings;  in  our, 
family  arrangements,  in  our  plans  of  life,  ia 
our  fchemes  of  bufmefs,  we  become,  with?-, 
out  relinquifhing  the  path  of  duty,  more  mo^, 
derate  in  purfiiit,  and  more  indifferent  abput 
the  iffue.     Here  alfo  we  learn  \q   correct 
the  world's  falfe  eftimate  of  things,   and  tq 
♦'  look  through  the  fhallownefs  of  e^rthljc 
*' grandeur  ;*'    to    venerate   what    is   tr^dy 
excellent  and  noble,  though  under  a  defpil^ 
ed   and   degraded  form;    and   to   cultivate 
within    ourfelves    that    true    magnanimity, 
which   can   make   us   rife   fuperior   to   the 
fmiles  or  frowns  of  this  world ;  that  dlgni-. 
fied  compofure  of  foul  which  no  earthly  in« 
cidents.  can  deftroy  or  rufiie,     Jnflead  of  re^ 

pining 
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pining  at  any  of  the  little  bccafional  incon-' 
veniences  we  may  meet  with  in  our  paflagd 
through  life ;  we  af e  almoft  afliartied  of  thtf 
multiplied  comforts  arid  enjoyments  of  our 
condition,  when  we  think  of  him,  who, 
though  *'  the  Lord  of  glory,'*  "  had  not 
**  where  to  lay  his  head."  Arid  if  it  be  our 
lot  to  undergo  evils  of  more  than  ordinary 
magnitude,  we  are  animated  under  them  by 
refleding,  that  we  are  hereby  more  con- 
formed to  the  example  of  our  bleffed  Mat- 
ter: though  we  muftever  recolleft  one  impor- 
tant difference,  that  the  liifFerings  of  Chrift 
were  voluntarily  borne  for  our  benefit,  and 
were  probably  far  more  exquifitely  agoniz- 
ing than  any  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
undergo.  Befides,  it  muft  be  a  folid  fupport 
to  us  amidft  all  our  troubles  to  know,  that 
they  do  not  happen  to  us  by  chance ;  that 
they  are  not  even  merely  the  puniflimcnt  of 
fin;  but  that  they  are  the  difpenfations  of 
a  kind  Providence,  and  lent  on  meffaffes  of 
mercy. — "  The  cup  that  our  Father  hath 
given  us,  Ihall  we  not  drink  it?'* — "  Bleffed 
Saviour  !  by  the  bitternefs  of  thy  pains  we 
may  eftimate  the  force  of  thy  love;  we 
Q^vcjure  of  thy  kindnefs  and  compaffion; 
"  thou  wouldft  not  willingly  call  on  us  to 
*'  fufFer ;  thou  haft  declared  unto  us,  that  all 
"  things  fhall  finally  work  together  for  good 

"to 
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*^  to  them  that  love  thee  J  ihd  therefore.  If  sbc¥* 
**  thou  lb  brdairieft  it,  Welcome  difappoint-  _^f^ 
**  ment  and  poverty,  welcome  ficknefs  and 
pain,  welcome  even  fhame,  and  contempt^ 
arid  calumny.  If  this  be  a  rough  and  thorny 
pfeith,  it  is  one  in  which  thoii  haft  gori6 
before  us.  Where  we  fee  thy  footfteps  w6 
"  cannot  repine.  •  Meanwhile,  thou  Wilt 
"  fupport  us^  with  the  confolations  of  thy 
grace;  and  even  here  thou  canft  more 
than  Compenfate  to  us  for  ahy  temporal 
fufFerings,  by  the  pdfleffiori  of  that  p^ace, 
"  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take 
*^  away." 


LOOKING  UNTO  JESUS ! 

"  The  Author  and  Finifher  of  our  faith,  InproiftdlA 
"  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  hitA  lS|/aod 
"  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  the  fliame,  and  -^SS^ 
"  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  God.**  ^\^  * 
From  the  fcene  of  pur  SftvioUr's  Weakhe&  mindcdi 
and  degradation,  we  follow  him,  ia  idea^  iht6 
the  realms  of  glory,  where  **  he  ts  .oa  the 
^^  right  hand  of  God ;  angels^  and  {>rincipa'^ 
*'  lities,  and  powers  being  made  fubjed  Unto 
"  him.'*-r-But  though  changed  in  place,  yet 
not  in  nature,  he  is^  ftill  full  •  t>f  iympathy 
aiid  love;  and  having;  died  ^*  to  /kVe  his  t)eO« 
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c  H  A  K  "  pk  from  their  fins,' '  **  he  ever  Uvefh  to  make 
^'  •*  interceffioa  for  them.'*  Cheered  by  this 
animating  view,  the  Chriflian's  fainting  ipi^ 
rits  j-evive.  Under  the  heavieft  burthens  he 
feels  his  ftrength  recruited;  and  when  all 
around  him  is  dark  and  ilormy,  he  can  Hit 
up  an  eye  to  Heaven,  radiant  with  hope,  and 
gliftening  with  gratitude*  At  flich  a  feafbn, 
no  dangers  can  alarm,  no  oppdition  can 
move,  no  provocations  can  irritate*  He  may 
almofl  adopt,  as  the  language  of  his  fbber  ^x* 
ultation,  what  in  the  philofbpher  was  but  an 
idle  rant ;  and,  confidering  that  it  is  <mly  the 
garment  of  mortality  which  is  fiibjeft  to  the 
rents  of  fortune;  while  his  fpirit,  cheered  with 
the  divine  iupport,  keeps  its  place  within, 
fecure  and  unaffailable,  he  can  fbmetimes 
almofl  triumph  at  the  ftake,  or  on  the  fcaf* 
fold,  and  cry  out  amidft  the  fevereft  bufiets 
of  advcrfity,  **  Thou  beatcft  but  the  cafe  of 
**  Anaxarchus,"  But  it  is  rarely  that  the 
Chriftian  is  elevated  with  this  ^^  joy  unfpeak«* 
**  able  and  full  of  glory :"  he  even  lends 
himielf  to  thefe  views  with  moderation  and 
relerve*  Often,  alas!  emotions  of  another 
kind  fill  him  with  grief  and  confiifion:  and 
confoious  of  having  afted  unworthy  of  his 
hign  calling,  perhaps  of  ^  having  .  expofed 
himfelf  tP  the  juft  cenfiire  of  &  wprid  ready  ^ . 

.:  "^  enough 


enough  to  (py  out  hk  infirmities,  he  feetns  to 
himielf  almoft  ^^  to  have  crucified  the  Son 
*'  of  God  afrefli,  and  put  him  to  an  opea 
"  ihamci*'  But  let  neither  his  joys  intoxi- 
cate>  nor  his  forrows  too  much  deprefs  himv 
Let  him  ftill  remenaber  that  his  ckiff  buifi^ 
nefs  while  on  earth  is  not  to  meditate,  but 
to  aS;  that  the  feeds  of  moral  corruption 
are  apt  to  fpring  up  within  him,  and  that  it 
is  requifite  for  him  to  watch  over  his  own 
heart  with  inceflant  care ;  that  he  is  to  dis- 
charge with  fidelity  the  duties  of  his  particu- 
lar Nation,  and  to  condu6t  himfelf,  according 
to  his  meafure,  after  the  example  of  his  bleifed 
Mafter,  whofe  meat  and  drink  it  was  tQ 
do  the  work  of  his  heavenly  Father;  that  h^ 
is  diligently  to  cultivate  the  talents  with 
which  God  has  eqtruiled  him,  and  afliduoufly 
to  employ  them  in  doing  juiHce  and  fhewing 
mercy,  while  he  guards  againft  the  aiTauhi 
of  any  internal  enemy.  In  fhort,  he  is  t9 
demean  himielf,  in  all  the  conmion  ai^irs  of 
life^  like  an  accountable  creature,  who,  ia 
correfpondence  with  the  Scripture  chara^er 
of  Chriflians,  is  ^^  waiting  for  the.  coaiqig 
"  of  the  I^rd  Jcfus  Chrift.'*  Ofteq  t|iere^ 
fore  he  qiicftions  h^rnfelf,  ^  Ann  I  caiploy* 
**  ing  my  time,  my  %tune,  nay  bodily  and 
/^  mental  powersi  ici  as.tQ,be  ^le  ^  \x9f^i^ 
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"up  my  account  with  joy,  and  liot  with 
**  grief?'  Am  I  *  adorning  the  do6irinc  of 
God  my  Saviour  In  all  things  ;*  and  prov- 
ing that  the  (ervants  of  Chrift,  animated 
**  by  a  principle  of  filial  afFe6lion,  which 
^  renders  their  work  a  fervicc  of  perfeft 
*•  freedom,  are  capable  of  as  aftive  and  as 
•*  perfevering  exertions,  as  the*  votaries  of 
**  fame,  or  the  flaves  of  ambition,  or  the 
•*  drudges  of  avarice  ?** 

Thus,  without  interruption  to  his  labours^ 
he  may  interpofe  occafional  thoughts  of 
things  un{een  ;  and  amidft  the  many  little  in- 
tervals of  bufinefs,  may  calmly  look  upwards 
to  the  heavenly  Advocate,  who  is  cvcrplead- 
ing  the  caufe  of  his  people,  and  obtaining 
for  them  needful  fupplies  of  grace  and  confo- 
lation.  It  is  thefe  realizing  vicw^,  which 
give  the  Chriftian  a  relifh  for  the  worlhip 
and  fervice  of  the  heavenly  world*  And  if 
thefe  blefTed  images,  "  feen  but  through  a 
•*  glafs  darkly,**  can  thus  refrefh  the  foul : 
what  mufl  be  its  flate,  when  on  the  morning 
of  the  refurreftion  it  fhall  awake  to  the  un- 
clouded yifion  of  celefHal  glory  ]  when,  **  to 
'**  them  that  look  for  him,  ^the  Son  of  God 
-*•  fhall  app^r  a  fecond  time  without  fin  unto 
^•ialvation  !**  -when  ^-fighing  and  fbrrow  bci^ 
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**  ing  fled  away ;"  when  doubts  and  fears  no. 
more  difquieting,  and  the  painful  confciouf- 
nefs  of  remaining  irpperfedlions  no  longer 
weighing  down  the  fpirit,  they  fhall  enter 
upon  the  fruition  of  "  thofe  joys,  which  eye 
**  hath  notfeen,  nor  ear  hejard,  neither  has  it 
**  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  ;'*^ 
and  fhall  bear  their  part  in  that  bleffed  an** 
them^ — "  Salvation  to  our  God  which  fitteth ', 
**  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,"  fox; 
ever  and  ever ! 

Thus^  never  let  it  be  forgotten,  the  main.  Tbcpiact 
i3iftin6lion  between  real  Chriftianity,  and  the^  pccuiiv^ 
fyftem  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians,  J^JV* 
chiefly  confifts  in  the  different  place  which  is  ^^p 
afligned  in  the  two  fchemes  to  the  peculiar  the  gnnd 
dodrines  of  the  GoipeL  Thefe,  in  the  fcheme  between 
of  nominal  Chriftians,  if  admitted  at  all,  ap^  ^iSa 
pear  but  like  the  ftars  of  the  firmament  to  tho  chtiftiwit. 
ordinary  eye,      Thofe  iplendid    luminaries 
draw  forth  perhaps  occaiiomdly  a  traniient 
expreflion  of  admiration,    when  we  behold 
their  beauty,  or  hear  of  their  diftances,  mag* 
nitudes,  or  properties  ;   now  and  then  too 
we  are  led,  perhaps,  to  mufe  upon  tbeir.pol^ 
(ible  ufes :  but  however  curious  as  fubjedls  of 
fpeculation,   after  all,  it  muft  be  confefled, 
they  twinkle  to  the  commoh  ob&rvtr  with 
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t  vain  and  ^  idle"  luftre ;  and  except  in  the 
dreams  of  the  allrologer,  have  n6  influence 
on  human  happineft,  or  any  concem  wiA 
the  courfe  and  order  of  the  world.  But  to 
the  /va/ Chriftian,  on  the  contrary,  TBess 
peculiar  doHrmes  cwftitute  the  center  to  whkJi 
he  gravitates  !  the  very  fun  of  hhjyfiemi  the 
foul  of  the  world  I  the  origin  of  all  that  is  excel-' 
knt  and  lovely  !  the  fourve  of  lights  and  life^ 

and  motion^  and  genial  warmth^  and  plafiic 

energy  !  Dim  is  the  light  of  reaibn,  and  col^ 
and  comfortlefs  our  ftate,  whileu  left  to  her 
unaflifted  guidance.  Even  the  Old  Tefta- 
jnent  itfelf,  though  a  revelation  from  Heaveft, 
ihines  but  with  feeble  and  fcanty  rays.  But  the 
blcfled  truths  of  the  Gofpel  are  now  unveiled 
to  our  eyes,  and  we  are  called  upon  t6  behold, 
and  to  enjoy  ^  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
^  the  glory  of  Cod,  in  the  face  of  Jefos 
^  Chrift,*'  in  the  full  radiance  of  its  meridian 
iplendor.  The  words  of  inlpiration  beft  ex-^ 
prefs  our  highly  favoured  ftate  :  **  We  all, 
**  with  open  face  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the 
**  glory  of  the  X.ord,  are  changed  into  the 
•*  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as 
^  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.- 

Thou  art  the  fource  and  center  of  all  minds. 

Their  only  point  of  reft,  eteknal  word  j 

From  theeuleparting,  they  are  loft,  and  rov«e 

.  ^t  r^dooii  without  homuTj  hope,  or  peace : 

froip 
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From  thee  is  all  that  foothes  the  life  of  man; 
His  high  endeavour,  and  his  glad  fuccefs; 
His  ftmgth  tofufibr,  and  his  will  to  ferve. 
But  Of  tiifliR  bontcpus  Giver  of  aD  good ! 
Thou  art  of  all  thy  gifts  thyfelf  the  crown: 
Give  what  thou  canft,  widiout  thee  we  are  poor, 
Aod  with  ihcc  f icb|  take  whs^  thou  wilt  iiwa> 
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CHAPTER    Vw 


On  the  lE^cellence  of  Ckriftianity  in  certain 
important  Particulars.  Argument  which 
rejults  thence  in  Proof  of  its  diving  Origin. 

CHAP,    'T^HE  writer  of  the  prefent  work,  having 
^'  now  completed  a  faint  delineation  of 

the  leading  features  of  real  Chriftianity,  may 
be  permitted  to  iufpend  for  a  few  moments 
the  farther  execution  of  his  plan,  for  thq 
purpofe  of  pointing  out  fome  excellencies 
which  Ihe  really  poffeffes  ;  but  which,  as  they 
fire  not  to  be  found  in  that  fuperficial  fyftem 
which  fo  unworthily  ufurps  her  name,  appear 
fcarcely  to  have  attrafted  iufficicnt  notice. 
If  he  fhould  feem  to  be  deviating  from  the 
plan  which  he  propofed  to  himfelf,  he  would 
(iiggeft  as  his  excufe ;  that  the  obfervations 
which  he  is  about  to  offfer  will  Airnifh  a  ftrong 
argument,  in  favour  of  the  correftnefs  of  bis 
preceding  delineation  of  Ch'riftianity,  finCQ 
ihe  will  now  appear  to  exhibit  more  clearly, 
than  as  fhe  is  ufually  drawn,  tlie  chara6lcr$ 
pf  her  Pivine  original? 

It 
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It  holds  true,  itideed,  in  the* cafe  of  Chrif-    cKAPt 
tiauity,  as  in  that  of  all  the  works  of  God,       Ti 
that  though  a  fliperficial   and  curibry  view 
caimot  fail  to  difcover  to  us  fbmewbat   of 
their  beauty  ;   yet,  when  pn  a  mart  careful, 
and  accurate  Icrutiny  We  become  better  fto 
quainted  with  their  properties,  we  becoipe  alio 
more  deeply  iijiprefled  by   a  conyiftipo  of 
their  excellence.     We  may  begin  by  referring 
to  the  laft  chapter  for  an  inftance  pf  the  tryth  ^p^-- 
of  this  affcrtion.     Therein  w?i8  pointed  OHt  ^?ybf. 
that  intimate  connection,   that  perfe6l  h^«  le^dipg 
mony,  between  the  leading  do6lrines  aitid  tl^e  t^^, 
praftical  precepts  of  Chriitijuijity,  which  is  apt  ^Si  dT* 
to  efcape  the  attention  of  the  ordinary  eye.     .  cfrjftM* 

Jt  may  not  be  improper  alfo  to  remark^  9«twe^ 
though  the  pofition  be  fo  obvious  ^  ^Imoft   ^arm^ 
to  render  the  ftatement  of  it  f^eedlefs,  that   ^l^y  g?*' 
there  is  the  fame  clofe  connexion  and  per-  wonrt 
feS  harmony  in  the  leading    doftrines    pf 
Chriftianity  among  each  other.     It  is  felf* 
evident,  that  the  corruptipa  of  human  na» 
ture,  that  our  reconciliation^  to  God  by  the, 
atonement  of  Chrift,  »rt4  th&t  the  reilor^tiott; 
ef  our  primitive  dignity  by  the  fandlifyiog  in^ 
fluence  of  the  Jioly  Spirit,  are  all  parts  of  one 
whole,  united  in  clpfe  dependence  and  mu« 
tual  congruity, 

PerhapSi 
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PsAHAFs^  however,  it  has  not  been  ftif- 

ficiently  tibciced,  that  in  the  chief  praf^ical 

t^tX^  precepts  of  Chriftianity,   there  is  the  fame 

^jJJJ^  eflential  agreement,  the  fame  mutual  depen- 

^^    dency  of  one  upon  another.     Let  us  furvey 

this  frefli  inftance  of  the  wi(3om  of  that  fyA 

tern,  which  is  the  only  (olid  ^Kuidation  of 

our  prefent  or  future  happinefs« 

Thb  Virtues  moft  ftrongly  and  repeatedly 
enjoined  in  Scripture,  and  by  our  progrefs  in 
which  we  may  beft  meailire  our  advancement 
in  holinefs,  are  the  fear  and  love  of  God 
and  of  Chrift;  love,  kindnefs,  and  meeknefs 
towards  our  fellow-<:reatures  ;  indifference  to 
the  polleflions  and  events  of  this  life,  in  com* 
parifbn  with  our  concern  about  eternal  things ; 
ielf«>denial,  and  humility. 

It  has  been  already  pointed  out  in  many 
particulars,  how  eflentially  fuch  of  the(e 
Chriflian  graces  as  re(pe£t  the  Divine  Being 
are  comie6ted  with  thoie,  which  have  more 
dire6Uy  for  their  objects  our  fellow^creatures 
and  ourfelves.  But  in  the  cafe  of  thele  two 
laft  defcriptions  of  Chriflian  graces  ;  the 
mote  attentively  we  confidcr  them  with  re- 
ference to  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
human  nature,  and  to  indifputable  fa^,  the 

more 
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more  we  fhall  be  convinced  that  they  afford 
mutual  aid  towards  the  acquifition  of  each 
other ;  and  that  when  acquired,  they  jJl  har* 
monize  with  each  other  in  perfe6t  and  eflen* 
tial  union.  This  trull^  may  perhaps  be 
iufficiently  apparent  from  what  has  been 
already  remarked  ;  but  it  may  not  be  ufelef» 
to  dwell  on  it  a  little  more  in  detail.  Take 
then  the  inftances  of  loving-kindnefe  and 
mecknefs  towards  others;  and  obferve  the 
iblid  foundation  which  is  laid  for  them  in 
felf-Klenial,  in  moderation  as  to  the  good 
things  of  this  life,  and  in  humility.  The 
chief  caufes  of  enmity  among  men  are,  prjd^ 
iand  felf-importance,  the  high  opinion  which 
men  entertain  of  themfelves,  and  the  conie* 
quent  deference  which  they  exadl  front  others; 
the  over- valuation  of  worldly  pofleffions  and 
of  worldly  honours,  and  in  confequeuce,  a 
too  eager  competition  for  them.  The  rough 
edges  of  one  man  nib  againft  thofe  of  an- 
other, if  the  expreflion  may  be  allowed ;  and 
the  fri£lion  is  often  fiich  as  to  injure  the 
works,  and  difhirb  the  juft  arrangemedts 
and  regular  motions  of  the  ibcial  machine* 
But  by  Chriftianity  all  thefe  roughnefles 
are  filed  down  :  every  wheel  rolls  jound 
iinootUy  in  the  performance  of  its  appoint* 
td  fun6lion^  and  there  is  nothing  to  retard 

the 


the  feveral  movements^  or  break  in  upon 
the  general  order.  The  religious  fyftcm 
indeed  of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  is 
latisfi^  with  fbme  tolerable  appearances  of 
virtue  :  and  accordingly^  while  it  recom* 
mend^  love  and  beneficence,  it  tolerates* 
pride  and  vanity  in  many  cafes ;  it  even 
countenances  and  commends  the  exce/Cve 
valuation  of  character;  and  at  leaft  allows 
a  man's  whole  foul  to  be  abfbrbed  in  the 
purfuit  of  the  objeft  which  he  is  follow* 
ing,  be  it  what  it  may  of  perfonal  or  pro^ 
fefficnal  fuccefs.  But  though  thefe  lat* 
ter  qualities  may>  for  the  moft  part,  fairly 
ejloUgh  confift  with  a  foft  exterior  and  court- 
ly demeanour,  they  cannot  fb  Well  accord 
with  the  genuine  internal  principle  of  Ipye# 
Some  caufe  of  difcontent,  fbme  ground  of 
jealouly  or  of  envy  will  arife,  fome  (ufpi*^ 
cion  will  corrode,  Ibme  diiappointment  will 
four,  fome  flight  or  calumny  will  irritate 
and  provoke  reprifals.  In  the  higher  walks 
of  life,  indeed,  we  learn  to  difguife  our 
emotions  ;  but  fuch  will  be  the  real  inward 
feelings  of  the  foul,  and  they  will  frequently 
betray  themfelves  when  we  are  oflF  our 
guard,  or  when  we  are  not  likely  to  be  dis- 
paraged by  the  difcovery*  This  flate  of  the 
higher  orders,  in  which  men  are  fcuffling 

eagerly 
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ieagerly  for  the  fame  obje6ls,  and  wearing  all  cn^Ff 
the  while  iuch  an  appearance  of  fweetncfs  ^  ^* 
and  complacency,  has  often  appeared  to  mc 
to  be  not  ill  Uluftrated  by  the  image  of  a 
gaming  table.  There,  every  man  i5  intent 
only  on  his  own  profit ;  the  good  iuccfis  of 
one  is  the  ill  fuccel3  of  another,  and  there- 
fore the  general  ftate  of  mipd  of  the  partiw 
engaged  may  be  pretty  well  CQnje^red# 
AH  this,  however,  does  not  prevent,  in  well- 
bred  fbcieties,  an  exterior  of  perfe6l  gentle- 
neis  and  good  humour.  But  let  the  iaros 
employment  be  carried  on  among  the  lower 
orders,  who  are  not  fo  well  fchooled  in  th© 
art  of  difguifing  their  feelings ;  or  in  places 
where,  by  general  connivance,  people  are 
allowed  to  give  vent  to  their  real  emotions ; 
and  every  paffion  will  difplay  itfelf,  by  which 
the  **  human  face  divine"  can  be  diftorted 
and  deformed.  For  thofe  who  never  have 
been  prefent  at  fb  humiliating  a  fgene,  the 
pencil  of  Hogarth  has  provided  a  reprefen- 
tation  of  it,  which  is  fcarcely  exaggerated  | 
and  the  horrid  name*,  by  which  it  is  fiu 
miliarly  knowp  among  its  frequenters,  fuf!^ 
ficiently  jitteib  the  fidcjity  of  its  T^fcm* 
Wance. 

•  The  Hell^  fo  called,  let  it  be  obferved,  not  by  way  of 
reproacb,  but  femiliarity,  by  diofe  wbp  A^u^nt  it* 

But 
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Bt/T  Chriftianity  is  not  (atisfied  with  pro- 
ducing merely  the  fpecious  guifc  of  virtue. 
She  requires  the  fubftantial  reality,  which 
may  i(Jand  the  fcrutinizing  eye  of  that  Being 
"  who  fearches  the  heart/*  Meaning  there- 
fore that  the  Chriftian  fhould  live  and 
breathe,  in  an  atmosphere,  as  it  were,  of  be- 
nevolence, flie  forbids  whatever  can  tend  to 
obftrud  its  diffufion,  or  vitiate  its  putit)-.  It  is 
on  this  principle  that  Emulation  is  forl^dden : 
for,  befides  that  this  paiTion  almoft  infenfibly 
degenerates  into  envy,  and  that  it  derives  its 
origin  chiefly  from  pride  and  a  defirc  of  felf- 
exaltation ;  bow  can  we  eafily  love  our  neigh- 
hour  as  ourfelves,  if  we  confider  him  at  the 
iame  time  as  our  rival,  and  are  intent  upon 
furpafling  him  in  the  purfuit  of  whatever  is 
the  fubjedl  of  our  competition  ? 

Chkistianity,  again,  teacbes  us  not  to 
fet  our  hearts  on  earthly  pofTeiiions  and 
earthly  honours;  and  thereby  provides  for 
our  really  loving,  or  even  cordially  forgiving 
thofe  who  have  been  more  {ucce(sful  than 
ourfelves  in  the  attainment  of  them,  or  who 
have  even  defignedly  thwarted  us  in  the  pur- 
fuit. "  JLet  the  rich,*'  fays  the  Apoftle,  ^rcr 
"  joice  in  that  he  is  brought  low/*     How 

can  he  4vho  means  to  attempt,  in  any  degrt^ 
8  to 
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to  obey  this  precept,  be  irreconcilably  hoftile    c  h  a  i^. 
towards  any  one  who  may  have  been  inftru-    ^  ^' 
mental  in  his  depreffion  ? 

4 

Christianity  alfo  teaches  us  not  to  prxzt 
human  eftimation  at  a  very  high  rate;  and 
thereby  provides  for  the  pradice  of  her  in- 
jundion,  to  love  from  the  heart  thofe  who, 
juftly  or  unjuftly,  may  have  attacked  our  re* 
putation,  and  wounded  our  chara6len  She 
commands  not  the  (hew,  but  the  reality  of 
meeknefs  and  gentlcnefs;  and  by  thus  taking 
away  the  aliment  of  anger  and  the  fomentcn 
of  difcord,  (he  provides  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace,  and  the  reftoration  of  good  temper 
among  men,  when  it  may  have  iudaiaed  a 
temporary/  interruption. 

It  is  another  capital  excellence  of  Chriil  A«otW 

tiaijity,  that  (he  values  moral  attainments  at  Schrilv* 

a  far  higher  rate  than  intelleft'ual  acquili*  h^U! 

tions,  and  propofes  to  conduft  her  followers  ^wcbyitftf. 

.  on  moral 

to  the  heights  of  virtue  rather  than  of  kjiow*  thjmoBinp. 
ledge*     On  the  contrary,  moft  of  the  falfe  attaiur 
religious  (yftems  which  have  prevailed  in  ''*"^' 
the  world,  have  propofed  to  reward  the  la- 
bour of  their  votary,  by  drawing  aiide  the 
veil  which  concealed  from  the  vulgar  eye 
their  hidden  myfteries,  and  by  introducing 

him 
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QUAP*  hiiH  to  the  knowledge  of  their  dedper  afl<t 
^*    .   more  ikcred  doctrines. 


This  is  eminently  the  cafe  in  the  Hindoo^ 
and  in  the  Mahometan  Religion,  in  that  of 
China^  and,  for  the  moft  part^  in  the  various 
modifications  of  ancient  Paganifin*  In  iyf- 
ferns  which  proceed  on  this  principle^  it  is 
<iibvious  that  the  bulk  of  mankind  can  never 
make  any  great  proficiency.  There  was  ac- 
cordiiiglyj  among  the  nations  of  antiquity^ 
one  iyftem,  whatever  it  waS,  for  the  learned^ 
arid  another  for  the  illiterate.  Many  of  the 
philoibphers  ipoke  oht^  and  profefTed  to  keep 
the  lower  orders  in  ignorance  for  the  general 
gdod ;  plainly  fuggefting  that  the  bulk  of 
mankind  was  to  be  confidered  as  almofl  of 
an  inferior  fpecies.  Ariftotle  himfelf  counte- 
nanced thi$  opinion.  An  oppofite  mode  of 
proceeding  naturally  belongs  to  Chriftianity^ 
tvhich  without  diftindion  profefles  an  equal 
Regard  for  all  human  beings,  and  whiqh  was 
Charafterized  by  her  firft  Promulgator  as  tht 
mcffenger  of  "  glad  tidings  to  the  poon' 


«> 


But  her  preference  of  moral  to  intelle6hiai 
excellence  is  not  to  be  praifed,  only  becaufe  it 
is  congenial  with  her  general  chanuSter,  and 
fuitable  to  the  ends  which  fhe  prOfefTes  to 

have 
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havd  hi  view.     It  is  the  part  of  true  wiixlom 
to  endeavour  to  excel  there,  where  we  may 
really  attain  to  excellence.     This  confidera- 
tion  might  be  alone  fufficient  to  dired  our 
efforts  to  the  acquifition  of  virtue  rather  than 
of  knowledge. — -How  limited  is  the  range  of 
the  greateft  human  abilities  !  how  fcanty  the 
ilores  of  the  richcft  human  knowledge!  Thofe 
who  undeniably  have  held  the  firft  rank,  both 
for  natural  and  acquimd  endowments,  inftead 
of  thinking  their  pre-eminence  a  juft  ground 
x)f  felf-exaltation,  have  commonly  been  the 
moft  forward  to  confefs  that  their  views  were 
bounded   and   their   attainments    moderate* 
Had  they  indeed  been  leis  candid,  this  is  a 
-difcovery  which  we  could  not  have  failed  to 
make  for  ourfelves.     Experience  daily  fur- 
nifhes  us  with  examples  of  wcaknels^  and 
fliort-fightednefs,  and  error,  in  the  Wifeft  and 
the  moft  learned  of  men,  which  might  fervb 
to  confound  the  pride  of  human  wifHora, 

Not  fo  in  morals.' — Made  at  firft  in  the 
likenefs  of  God,  and  ftill  bearing  about  us 
fome  faint  traces  of  our  high  original,  we  arc 
offered  by  our  bleffed  Redeemer  the  means 
of  purifying  ourfelves  from  our  corruptions, 
and  of  once  more  regaining  the  image  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  *.     In  love,  the  com- 

♦  Eph.  ii. 

B  b  pendious 
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CHAP*  pendious  expreflion  for  almoft  every  virtue^ 
^  in  fortitude  under  all  its  forms,  in  juftice,  in 
humility,  and  in  all  the  other  graces  of  thf 
<}hriftian  chara6ter^  we  are  made  capable  of 
attaining  to  heights  of  real  elevation :  and 
were  we  but  fisiithful  in  the  ufe  of  the  means 
lof  grace  which  we  enjoy ;  the  operations  cf 
the  Holy  Spirit,  prompting  and  aiding  our  di^ 
ligent  endeavours,  would  infallibly  crown  our 
labours  with  fuccefs,  and  make  us  partakers 
,Df  a  Divine  nature.  The  writer  has  himfelf 
known  fome  who  have  been  inftances  of  the 
truth  of  this  remark.  To  the  memory  of  one,/^a/ 
now  no  more,  may  he  be  permitted  to  offer 
the  laft  tribute  of  relpeftful  friendfliip  ?  His 
courfe,  (hort  but  laborious,  has  at  length  ter- 
minated in  a  better  world ;  and  his  limiinous 
track  flill  fhines  in  the  iight^  and  animates  the 
efforts  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  "  marfhals 
**  them  the  way"  to  Heavenly  glory.  Let  mc 
not  be  thought  to  lindervalue  any  of  the  gifts 
of  God,  or  of  the  fruits  of  human  exertion : 
but  let  not  thefe  be  prized  beyond  their  pro- 
per worth.  If  one  of  thofe  little  induflrious 
reptiles,  to  which  we  have  been  well  fent 
for  a  lefTon  of  diligence  and  forefight,  were 

(a)  The  Rev..  Matdiew  Babington,    of  Rothley,  ia 
LciceftenOiire,  wt^o  died  lately  at  Lifbon. 

Z  to 


to  pride  itfelf  upon  its  flrength^  becaufe  it  cj^afji 
could  carry  off  a  larger  grain  of  wheat  than  ^  ^* 
any  other  of  its  fellow  ants  ;  ihould  we  not 
laugh  at  the  vanity  which  could  be  highly 
gratified  with  fuch  a  contemptible  pre-emi- 
nence i  And  is  it  far  different  to  the  eye  of 
realbn,  when  man,  weak,  Ihort-fighted  man, 
is  vain  of  (urpafiing  others  in  knowledge,  in 
which  at  beft  his  progrds  muft  be  fb  limited; 
forgetting  the  true  dignity  of  his  nature,  and 
the  path  which  would  condu^  him  to  real 
excellence  ? 

The  unparalleled  value  of  the  precepts  of  ^^^^1 
Chriftianity  ought  not  to  be  paiTed  over  filtof  ^'^^^  p«- 
gether  unnoticed  in  this  place,  though  it  be   Chnttiam. 
needlefs  to  dwell  on  it ;  fince  it  has  beeu  of-^  *^* 
ten  juiUy  recognifed  and  afferted,  and  has  m 
fome  points  been  ably  illuftrated,  and  power^^ 
fully  enforced  by  the  mafterly  pen  of  at  late 
writer.     It  is  by  no  means,  however,  the  de- 
fign  of  this  little  work  tp  attempt  to  trace  the 
various  excellences  of  Chriftianity;  but  it 
may  not  have  been  improper  to  point  out  a 
few  particulars,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  in-, 
veftigation,   have  nat\u-ally  fallen  under  our 
notice,   and  hitherto  perhaps  may  fcarcely 
have  been  enough  regarded.     Every  fiich  in- 
ftanoe,  it  ihould  always  be  remembered,  is  a 

B  b  2  freOx 
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c«  AP.    frcfh  proof  of  Chriftianity  being  a  re\'clation 
^*       from  God. 

It  is  ftill  lefs,  however,  the  intention  of  the 
writer  to  attempt  to  vindicate  the  Divine  ori- 
gin of  our  Holy  Religion.  This  talk  has 
often  been  executed  by  far  abler  advocates. 
In  particular,  every  Chriftian,  with  whatever 
rdferves  his  commendations  muft  be  qualified, 
fhould  be  forward  to  confefs  his  obligations 
on  this  Jiead  to  the  author  before  alluded  to ; 
whofe  uncommon  acutenefs  has  enabled  him, 
in  a  field  already  fo  much  trodden,  to  difcover 
arguments  which  had  eluded  the  obfervatiou 
of  all  by  whom  he  was  preceded,  and  whofe 
unequalled  perfpicuity  puts  his  reader  in 
complete  pofleflion  of  the  fruits  of  his  /agacit\\ 
Anxious,  however,  in  my  little  meafiire,  to 
contribute  to  the  fupport  of  this  great  caufc^ 
rtiay  it  be  permitted  me  to  flate  one  argu- 
ment^ which  impreflfes  my  mind  with  parti- 
cular force.  This  is,  the  great  variety  of 
the  kindi  of  evidence  which  have  been  ad- 
duced in  proof  of  Chrifti^ity,  and  the  con- 
firmation thereby  afforded  of  its  truth: 
— the  proof  from  prophecy — from  mi- 
racles— from  the  chara£ler  of  Chrift— 
from  that  of  his  ApofUes — from -the  nature 
of  the  do6trines  of  Chriftianity— -from  the  na- 
ture 
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ture  and  excellence  of  her  pra£lical precepts — • 
from  the  accordance  we  have  lately  pointed 
out  between  the  dodrinal  and  pradical  fyf- 
tem  of  Chriftianity,  whether  confidered  each 
in  itfelf  or  in  their  mutual  relation  to  each 
other — from  other  fpecies  of  internal  evi- 
dence, afforded  in  the  more  abundance  id 
proportion  as  the  facred  records  have  been 
fcrutinized  with  greater  care — -from  the  ac- 
counts of  contemporary  or  nearly  contem- 
porary writers — from  the  impoffibility  of  ac- 
counting on  any  other  fuppoiition,  than  that 
of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  for  its  promul- 
gation and  early  prevalence :  thefe  and  other 
lines  of  argument  have  all  been  brought  for- 
ward, and  ably  urged  by  different  writers,  in 
proportion  as  they  have  ftruck  the  minds  of 
different  obfervers  more  or  lefs  forcibly- 
Now,  granting  that  fome  oblcure  and  illite- 
rate men,  refiding  in  a  diflant  province  of  the 
Roman  empire,  had  plotted  to  impoie  a  for- 
gery upon  the  world ;  though  fbme  founda- 
tion for  the  impofture  might,  and  indeed  muft, 
have  been  attempted  to  be  laid ;  it  fecms,  at 
leaft  to  my  underflanding,  morally  impofTible 
thatyo  many  different  fpecies  of  proofs^  and  all 
fo  flrong,  fliould  have  lent  their  concurrent  aid, 
and  have  united  their  Joint  force  in  the  efta- 
bli/hroent  of  the  falfehood.    It  may  aflift  the 

B  b  3  reader 
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reader  in  eftimating  the  value  of  this  argu« 
ment^  to  confider  upon  how  different  a  foot- 
ing, in  this  relpcft,  has  refted  every  other  re- 
ligious fyftem,  without  exception,  which  was 
ever  propofed  to  the  world  ;  and,  indeed, 
every  other  hiftorical  faft,  of  which  the  truth 
has  been  at  all  contefled* 
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Brief  Inquiry  into  the  prefent  State  of  Chrijitt^ 
anity  in  this  Country^  withfome  of  the  Caufes 
which  have  led  to  its  critical  Circumjlances. 
Its  Importance  tons  as  a  political  Community^ 
and  praSlical  Hints  for  which  the  foregoing 
Conjiderations  give  occ  a/ion. 

T*T  may  not  be  altogether  improper  to  remind 
the  reader,  that  hitherto  our  di(cuffion 
has  been  merely  concerning  the  prevailing , 
Religious  opinions  of  profejfed  Chrifiians :  no 
longer  confining  ourfelves  to  perlbns  of  this 
defcription,  let  us  now  extend  our  inquiry, 
and  briefly  inveftigate  the  general  ftatc  of 
Chriftianity  in  this  country. 

The  tendency  of  Religion  in  general  to 
promote  the  temporal  welfare  of  political 
communities,  is  a  fa£l  which  depends  on 
fuch  obvious  and  undeniable  principles, 
and  which  is  fo  forcibly  inculcated  by  the 
hiftory  of  gU  ages,  that  there  can  be  no  ne- 
ceflity  for  entering  into  a  formal  proof  of  its 
truth.    It  has  indeed  been  rrjaintained,  not 

B  b  4  merely 
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CHAP,  merely  by  Schoolmen   and  Divines,   but  bjr 
VI.       the  moft  celebrated  philoibphcrs,  and  moral- 
ifts,  and  politicians  of  every  age. 

The  peculiar  excellence  in  this  refpeft  alfo 

of  Chriftianity,  confidered  independently  of 

its  truth  or  falfehood,  has   been  recognized 

by  many  writers,  who,  to  fay  the  leafl:,  were 

not  difpofed  to  exaggerate  its  merits.    Either 

or  both  of  thefe  propofitions  being  admitted, 

the  ftate  of  Religion   in  a  country  at  any 

given  period,  not  to   mention  its  conne<Sion 

with  the  eternal  happinefs  of  the  inhabitants, 

immediately  becomes  a  queftion  of  great  po^ 

litical  importance  :  and  in  particular  it  muft 

be  material  to  alcertain  whether  Religion  be 

in  an  advancing  or  in  a  declining  ftate  ;  and 

if  the  latter  be  the  cafe,  whether   there   be 

any  prafticable  means  for  preventing  at  leaft 

its  farther  declenfion. 

If  the  reprefentations  contained  in  the  pre* 
ceding  chapters,  of  the  ftate  of  Chriftianity 
^moiig  the  bulk  of  profefTed  Chriftians,  be  not 
very  erroneous  ;  they  may  well  excite  ferious 
apprehenfion  iji  the  mind  of  every  reader, 
when  confidered  pierely  in  a  poHtical  view. 
And  this  apprehenfioji  would  be  increafed, 
if  there  fliould  appear  reafbn  to  believe  that, 
for  fome  time  paft,  Religipn  has  been  on  the 

decline 
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decline  amongft  us,  and  that  it  continues  to    chap* 
decline  at  the  prefcnt  moment* 


VI. 


When  it  is  propofed,  however,  to  inquire  PtcUmi- 
into  the  a6tual  ftate  of  Religion  in  any  coun-*  2d2^*i 
try,  and  in  particular  to  compare  that  ftate  ^f^ 
with  its   condition  at   any  former  period  ;  "^^^ 
there  is  one  preliminary  obfervation  to  be. 
made,    if  we  would  not  be  liable  to  grofs 
error.    There  exift^,  eftabliflied  by  tacit  con- 
fent,  in  every  country,   what  may  tc  called 
a  general  ftandard  or  tone  of  morals,  vary- 
ing in  the  fame  community  at  different  pe- 
riods, and   different  at  the    fame  period  in 
different  ranks    and    iituations    in    fociety. 
Whoever  falls  beloAV^  this  flandard^  and,  ,not 
unfrequently,  whoever    alfo  rifes   above  it, 
offending  againft  this  general  rule,  luffers 
proportionably   in    the    general  eftimation* 
Thus  a  regar4  for  dj^raftcr,   which  is  com* 
monly  the  governing  principle  among  men^ 
becomes  to  a  certain  degree,  though  no  far* 
ther,  an  incitement  to  morality  and  virtue* 
It  follows  of  courfe,  that  where  the  pradicc 
does  no  more  than  come  up  to  the  required 
level,    it  will  be  no  fufficient  evidence  of 
the  ^xiflence,  much  lefs  will  it  furnifh  any 
juft  meaiure  of  the  force,   of  a  rea.1  inter- 
pal  principle  of  Religion.     Chriftians,  Jews, 

Turks, 
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Turks, .  Infidels,  and  Heretics,  perfbns  of 
ten  thoufand  diflferent  forts  of  paflions  and 
opinions,  being  members  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  fame  commuiiity,  and  all  conicious 
that  they  will  be  examined  by  thi^  fame 
ftandard,  will  regulate  their  conduft  accord- 
iyigly,  and,  with  no  great  diiFerence,  will  all 
adjuft  themfelves  to  the  required  meafure. 

It  muft  alfb  be  remarked,  that  the  caufes 
which  tend  to  raife  or  to  deprefs  this  flandar<}, 
commonly  produce  their  effefts  by  flow  an4 
almoft  infenfible  degrees ;  and  that  it  often 
continues  for  fome  time  nearly  the  fame, 
when  the  circumftances,  by  which  it  wa* 
fixed,  have  materially  altered, 

*  It  is  a  truth  which  will  hardly  be  contefl- 
td,  that  Chriftianity,  whenever  it  has  at  all 
prevailed,  has  raifed  the  general  ftandard  of 
morals  to  a  height  before  unknown.  Some 
aftions,  which  among  the  ancients  were 
fcarcely  held  to  be  blemifhes  in  the  moft 
excellent  chara6lers,  have  been  juftly  con- 
(idered  by  the  laws  of  every  Chriftian  com- 
xnunity,  as  meriting  the  fevereft  punifhments. 
In  other  inftances,  virtues  formerly  rare  have 
become  common  ;  and  in  pj^rticular  a  mer- 
ciful and  courteous  temper  has  foftened  the 
ru^^ecl  manners,   and  humanized » the  brutal 

ferocity 
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ferocity  prevalent  among  the  moft  poliflied 
nations  of  the  heathen  world.  But  from 
what  has  been  recently  obferved,  it  is  ma- 
nifeft,  that,  fo  far  as  external  appearances 
are  concerned,  thele  efFefts,  when  once  pro- 
duced by  Chriftianity,  are  produced  alike  in 
thofe  who  deny  and  in  thole  who  admit  her 
divine  original ;  I  had  almoft  faid  in  thofc 
who  rejeft  and  thofe  who  cordially  embrace 
the  do6lrines  of  the  Gofpel :  and  thefe  efFeds 
might  and  probably  would  remain  for  a  while, 
without  any  great  apparent  alteration,  how- 
ever her  Ipirit  might  languiih,  or  even  her 
authority  decline.  The  form  of  the  templci 
as  was  once  beautifully  remarked,  may  con- 
tinue, when  the  Jii  '  tutelar es  have  left  it. 
When  we  are  inquiring  therefore  into  the  real 
ftate  of  Chriftianity  at  any  period;  if  we  would 
not  be  deceived  in  this  important  inveftigation, 
it  becomes  us  to  be  fb  much  the  more  careful 
not  to  take  up  with  fuperficial  appearances. 

It  may  perhaps  help  us  to  afeertain  the  ad-  ^J^^^) 
vancing  or  declining  ftate  of  Chriftianity  in  ChriftianU 
Great  Britain  at  the  prefent  moment ;  and  us  invdS, 
ftill  more  to  difcover  fome  of  the  caufes  by  ^ 
which  that  ftate  has  been  produced,  to  em- 
ploy a  little  time  in  confidering  what  might 
oaturally  be  expe6led  to  be  its  a6hial  fitua- 

tion  ; 
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tion  ;  what  advantages  or  difadvantages  iiich 
a  religion  might  be  expcfted  to  derive,  from 
the  circumftances  in  which  it  has  been  placed 
among  us,  and  from  thofe  in  which  it  ftill 
CQntinues, 

Experience  warrants,  and  reafon  juftifiea 
and  explains  the  affertion,  that  Perfecutioa 
generally  tends  to  quicken  the  vigour  and 
extend  the  prevalence  of  the  opinions  which 
fhe  would  eradicate.  For  the  peace  of  man- 
kind, it  has  grown  at  length  almoft  into  an 
axiom,  that  ^^  her  devilifli  engine  back  re^ 
*♦  coils  upon  herfelf/*  Chriftianity  eipecially 
has  always  thriven  under  perfecution.  At 
fiich  a  fcafbn  (he  has  no  lukewarm  profeflbrsj 
no  adherents  concerning  whom  it  is  doubtful 
to  what  party  they  belong.   The  Chriftian  is 

then  rerainded  g^t  every  turn,  that  his  Matter's 
kingdom  is  jipt  of  this  world.  When  all  on 
earth  wears  a  blacjc  and  threatening  afpeft, 
he  looks  up  to  Heaven  for  confolation  ;  he 
learns  praftically  to  confider  himielf  as  a  pil- 
grim and  ftranger.  He  then  cleav?s  to  fun- 
damentals, and  examines  well  his  foundation^ 
^satthe  hour  of  death.  When  Religion  is 
in  a  ftate  of  external  quiet  and  profperity, 
the  contrary  of  all  this  naturally  takes  place. 
The  foldicrs  of  th?  church  militant  then  fort 
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get  that  they  are  in  a  ftatc  of  warfare.  Their 
ardour  ilackens,  their  zeal  languifiies.  Like 
a  colony  long  fettled  in  a  ftrange  country  (a)^ 
they  are  gradually  afTimilated  in  features,  and 
demeanour,  and  language,  to  the  native  inha^ 
bitants,  till  at  length  almoft  every  veftige  of 
peculiarity  dies  away. 

If,  in  general,  perfecution  and  profperity 
be  produdlive  reipe6lively  of  thefe  oppofite 
effects  ;  this  circumftance  alone  might  teach 
us  what  expedations  to  form  concerning  the 
ftate  of  Chriftianity  in  this  country,  where 
fhe  has  long  been  embodied  in  an  eflabliih- 
ment,  which  is  intimately  blended,  and  ia 
generally  and  juftiy  believed  to  have  a  com* 
mon  intereft  with  our  civil  inftitutions ; 
which  is  liberally,  though  by  no  mean$  too 
liberally,  endowed,  and,  not  more  favoured 
in  wealth  than  dignity,  has  been  allowed  ^^  to. 
*^  exalt  her  mitred  front  in  courts  and  parlia* 
**  ments  :"  an  eftablilhment — the  offices  in 
which  are  extremely  numerous,,  and  thefe, 
not  like  the  priefthood  of  the  Jeiws,  filled  up 
from  a  particular  race,  or,  like  that  of  the 
Hindoos,  held  by  a  feparate  caft  iu  entail- 
ed iucceffioii ;  but  fupplied  from  every  cla(s^ 

(a)  The  author  muft  acknowMjgC  himfelf  indebted  to 
Sr.  OwKN  for  this  illuftratioo. 

land 
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CHAP.,  and  branching  by  its  widely  extended  ramU 
J^^  ^cations  into  almoft  every  individual  family 
in  the  community:  an  eftabliihment— of 
vhich  the  minifters  are  not^  like  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy^  debarred  from  forming  ma-* 
irimonial  ties^  but  are  allowed  to  unite 
themfelves,  and  multiply  their  holdings  to 
the  general  mafs  of  the  community  by  the 
flofe  bonds  of  family  connexion;  not  like 
fi}me  of  the  fever/sr  of  the  religious  orders, 
immured  in  colleges  and  monafteries,  but, 
both  by  law  and  cuftom,  permitted  to  mix 
without  reftraint  in  all  the  intercourfes  of 
fociety. 

Such  being  the  circumftances  of  the  paf^ 
tors  of  the  church,  let  the  community  in 
general  be  luppofed  to  have  been  for  fome 
time  in  a  rapidly  improving  ftate  of  commcr- 
tial  pro(perity;  let  it  alio  be  fuppofed  to 
have  been  making  no  unequal  progrefs  in  all 
thofc  arts,  and  Iciences,  and  literary  produc- 
tions, which  have  ever  been  the  growth  of  a 
polifhed  age,  and  are  the  fure  marks  of  a 
highly  finiflied  condition  of  fociety.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  anticipate  the  efFe6ts  likely  to 
be  produced  on  viial  Religion,  both  in  the 
clergy  and  the  laity,  by  fuch  a  ftate  of  exter- 
nal prolperity  as  has  been  affigned  to  thenv 

refpeftively* 
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rc(pe6lively.  And  thefe  efFefts  would  be  in-  c  h  a  p» 
faljibly  furthered^  where  the  country  in  quef- 
tionfliQuld  enjoy  a  free  conftitution  of  govern- 
ment. We  formerly  had  occafioh  to  quote 
the  remark  of  an  accurate  obferver  of  the 
ftage  of  liunQ,an  life,  that  a  much  loofer  fyf- 
jtemi  of  morals  commonly  prevails  in  th^ 
higher,  than  in  the  middling  and  lower  or- 
ders of  fbciety.  Now,  in  every  country,  of 
which  the  middling  clafles  are  daily  growing 
in  wealth  and  confequence,  by  the  fuccefs  of 
their  commercial  Ipeculations ;  and,  moft  of 
all,  in  a  country  having  fiich  a  conftitution 
as  our  own,  where  the  acquifition  of  riches 
is  the  pofleflion  alio  of  rank  and  power ;  with 
the  comforts  and  refinements,  the  vices  aljlp 
of  the  higher  orders  are  continually  defcend- 
ing,  and  a  mifchievous  uniformity  of  fenti^ 
ments,  and  manners,  and  morals,  gradually 
difFufes  itfelf  throughout  the  whole  commu* 
nity.  The  multiplication  of  great  cities  alfbp 
and,  above  all,  the  habit,  ever  increafing  with 
the  increafing  wealth  of  the  country,  of  fre- 
quenting a  Iplendid  and  luxurious  meti^opolis^ 
would  po\yerfully  tend  to  accelerate  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  religious  habits  of  a  purer 
age,  and  to  accomplifh  the  fubftitution  of  a 
more  relaxed  morality.  And  it  muft  even 
be  confefled,    that    the  ^  commercial    fpirit, 

much 


i 


^[^4  fcltlEF  lif<iutk.V  tt^TO  THE 

^  H  A  P.  much  as  we  are  indebted  to  it,  is  not  natii« 
rally  fevourable  to  the  maintenance  of  th6 
religious  principle  in  a  vigorous  and  lively 
ftate^ 

lu  times  like  thefe,  therefore,  the  flxiS  pre- 
cepts and  felf-denying  habits  of  Chri/Kanity 
naturally  (lide  into  difufe ;  and  even  among 
the  better  fort  of  Chriftians,  *  are  likely  to  be 
Ibftened,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  to  be  rendered 
lefs  abhorrent  frdm  the  general  dilpofitioil 
to  relaxation  and  indulgence.  In  fuch  prof^ 
perous  circumftances,  men,  in  truth,  are  apt 
to  think  very  little  about  Religion.  Chrifti- 
anity,  therefore,  feidom  occupying  the  at- 
tention of  the  bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians, 
iand  being  fcarcely  at  all  the  objeft  of  their 
ftudy,  we  fliould  expeft,  of  courfe,  to  find 
them  extremely  unacquainted  with  its  tenets. 
Thofe  dodrines  and  principles  indeed,  which 
it  contains  in  common  with  the  law  of  the 
land,  or  which  are  fanftioned  by  the  gene- 
ral ftandard  of  morals  formerly  defcribed,  be- 
ing brought  into  continual  notice  and  mention 
by  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  might 
Caufes  continue  to  be  recognized.  But  whatever  fhe 
the  pccuiu  contains  peculiar  to  herfelf,  and  which  fhould 
ChrSiani-  not  be  habitually  brought  into  recoUedUon  by 
^- 5!r^""    the  incidents  of  every  day,  might  be  cxpeflcd 

to 
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to  be  lefs  and  lels  thought  of,  till  at  length  it 
ihould  be  almoft  wholly  forgotten.  Still 
more  might  this  be  naturally  expc6led  to  be- 
come the  cafe,  if  the  peculiarities  in  queflion, 
ihould  be>  from  their  very  nature,  at  war 
with  pride,  and  luxury,  and  worldly  minded- 
nefs,  the  too  general  concomitants  of  rapidly 
increadng  wealth :  and  this  would  particularly 
happen  among  the  laity ;  if  the  circumftance 
of  their  having  been  at  any  time  abufed  to 
purpofes  of  hypocrify  or  fanaticifin,  fhould 
have  prompted  even  ibme  of  the  better  dif* 
pofed  of  the  clergy,  perhaps  from  well  intcn- 
tioned  though  erroneous  motives^  to  bring 
them  forward  left  frequently  in  their  dif- 
courfes  on  Religion. 

When  Co  many  ihould  thus  have  been 
ftrayingout  of  the  right  path,  (bme  bold  re- 
former might,  from  time  to  time,  be  likely 
to  arifc,  who  fliould  not  unjuftly  charge  then^ 
with  their  deviation ;  but,  though  right  per** 
haps  in  the  main,  yet  deviating  himfelf  alfoim 
an  oppofite  dire6Hon,  and  creating  difguft  by 
his  violence,  or  vulgarity,  or  abfvirdities,  he 
might  fail,  except  in  a  few  infhinces,  to  pro* 
duce  the  efFe6l  of  recalling  them  fropi  their 
wanderings. 


386  BRIEF    INQJJIRY    INTO   THE 

Still,  howeVcr^  the  Divine  Original  of 
Chriftianity  would  not  be  profeffedly  difa- 
vowed;  partly  from  a  real,  and  more  com- 
monly from  a  political,  deference  for  the  cfta- 
bliflied  faith,  but  moft  of  all,  from  the  bulk 
of  mankind  being  not  yet  prepared,  as  it 
were^  to  throw  away  the  fcabbard,  and  to 
venture  their  eternal  happinefs  on  the  ifluc 
of  its  falfchood.  Some  bolder  ipirits,  in- 
deed, might  be  expeded  to  defpiie  the  cau- 
tious moderation  of  thefe  timid  real^ners, 
and  to  pronounce  tiecifively,  that  the  Bible 
was  a»  forgery :  while  the  generality,  profef- 
fing  to  believe  it  genuine,  ihould,  le(s  con- 
fidently, be  fatisfied  with  remaining  igno- 
rant of  its  contents;  and,  when  prefled,  ihould 
difcover  themfelves  by  no  means  to  believe 
many  of  the  moft  important  particulars  con- 
tained in  it« 

When,  by  the  operation  of  taufes  like 
thefe,  any  country  has  at  length  grown  into 
the  condition  which  has  been  here  ftated;  it 

• 

is  but  too  obvious,  that,  in  the  bulk  of  the 
community,  Religion,  already  funk  very  low, 
muft  be  haftening  faft  to  her  entire  diffolu- 
tion.  Caufes  energetic  and  active  like  thefe, 
though  accidental  hindrances  may  occafion- 
ally  thwart  their  operation,   will  not  at  once 

become 
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become  fluggifli  and  unproduftive.  Their 
efFeft  is  fiire ;  and  the  time  is  faft  approach- 
ing, when  Chriftianity  will  be  almoft  as 
openly  difavowed  in  the  language,  as  in  faft 
it  is  already  fuppofed  to  have  difappeared 
from  the  condu6l  of  men ;  when  infidelity 
will  be  held  to  be  the  neceflary  appendage 
of  a  man  of  fafliion,  and  to  believe  will  be 
deemed  the  indication  of  a  feeble  mind  and 
a  contracted  underftanding. 

Something  like  what  have  been  here 
premifed  are  the  conje6hires  which  we 
fhould  naturally  be  led  to  form,  concerning 
the  ftate  of  Chriftianity  in  this  country,  and 
its  probable  ifTue,  from  confidering  her  own 
nature,  and  the  peculiar  circumftances  in 
which  ihe  has  been  placed.  That  her  real 
condition  differs  not  much  from  the  relult  of 
this  reafoning  from  probability,  muft,  with 
whatever  regret,  be  confefled  by  all  who  take 
a  careful  and  impartial  furvey  of  the  a6tual 
fituation  of  things  among  us.  But  our  hy- 
pothetical delineation,  if  juft,  will  have  ap- 
proved itfelf  to  the  reader's  conviction,  as 
we  have  gone  along,  by  luggefting  its  arche- 
types; and  we  may  therefore  be  fpared  the 
painful  and  invidious  talk  of  pointing  out,  in 
detail,  the  feveral  particulars   wherein  our 

C  c  2  ftafements 
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ftatements  axe  juftified  by  fa6l$.  Every  where 
.we  may  a6tually  trace  the  efie6ls  of  increai« 
ing  wealth  and  luxury,  in  banifhing  one  by 
one  the  habits,  and  new  modelling  the  phraie* 
ology,  of .  ftrider  tiipes ;  and  iii  diffiifing 
throughout  the  middle  ranks  thofe  relaxed 
morals  and  diflipated  manners,  which  were 
"formerly  Confined  to  the  higher  claiTes  of 
Ibciety.  We  meet,  indeed,  with  more  re* 
finement,'  and  more  generally  with  thofc 
amiable  courtefies  which  are  its  proper  fruits : 
thofe  vices  alfb  have  become  lels  frequent, 
which  naturally  infeft  the  daiknefs  of  a  ruder 
and  lefs  polifhed  age,  and  which  recede  on 
the  approach  of  light  and  civilization : 

Defluxit  Humerus  Saturnius,  &  gra^'e  virus 
Munditise  pepulcre : 

But  with  thefe  grofTncfles,  Religion,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  alfb  declined ;  God  is  forgot*^ 
ten;  his  providence  is  exploded;  his  hand 
is  lifted  up,  but  we  fee  it  not ;  he  multiplies  . 
our  comforts,  but  we  are  not  grateful;  he 
vifits  us  with  chaftifements,  but  we  are  not 
contrite.  The  portion  of  the  week  let  apart 
to  the  fervice  of  Religion  we  give  up,  with- 
out relu6lance,  to  vanity  and  diffipation. 
And  it  is  much  if,  on  the  periodical  re- 
turn of  a  day  of  national  humiliation,  hav-^ 
In 9:  availed  ourfelvcs  of  the  certainty  of  an 
^   '     .      '  iuter\'al 
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intcfval  from  public  bufinefs  to  fecurc  a 
meeting  for  convivial  purpofes;  we  do  not 
infult  the  Majefty  of  Heaven  byfeafting  and 
jollity,  and  thus  deliberately  difclaim  our 
being  included  in  the  folemn  ferviccs  of  this 
{ezfon  of  penitence  and  rccoUeftion. 

But   when  there  is  not  this  open  and 
fhamelefs  difavowai;  of  Religion,  few  traces 
of  it  are  to  be  fotind.     Improving  in  almoft 
every  other  branch  of  knowledge,  we  have 
become  lels  and  lefs  acquainted  with  Chrifti*- 
anity.     The  preceding  chapters  have  pointed 
out,  among  thofe  who  believe  themfelves  t6 
be  orthodox  Chriftians,   a  deplorable  igno- 
rance of  the  Religion  they  profeis,  an  utter 
forgetfulnefs  of   the   peculiar   do6lrines  by 
which   it  is  charafteri^ed,   a  difpofition  to 
regard  it  as  a  mere  fyftem  of  ethics,   and, 
what  might  feem  an    inconfiilency,  at  the 
fame  time   a   moft  inadequate  idea  of  the 
nature  and  ftriftnefs  of  its  praSical  princi^ 
pies.     This  declenfion  of  Chriftiaiiity  into  ^,  Chnftia. 
mere  fyftem  of .  ethics,  may  partly  be   ac*  Suced^to  a 
counted  for,  as  has  been  lately  fuggefted,  by  ^^^  f^^ 
confidering  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  what  l^^\ 
Chriftianity  is,  and  in  what  circumftances  fhe  which  has 
has  been  placed  in  this  country*     But  it  has  operated  in 
ftlfo  been  conlidcrably  promoted  by  one  pe-  Sli^^ilJf. 

9^3  culiar      ' 
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CHAP,  culiar  caufe,  on  which,  for  many  reafons, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  dwell  a  little  more 
particularly. 

Christianity  in  its  beft  da3rs  (for  the  cre- 
dit of  our  reprefentations  let  this  be  remem- 
bered, by  thofe  who  objeft  to  our  ftatement 
as  auftera  and  contrafted)  was  fuch  as  it  has 
been  delineated  in  the  prcfent  work.  This 
was  the  Religion  of  the  moft  eminent  Re«r 
formers,  of  thofe  bright  ornaments  of  our 
country  who  fufFered  martyrdom  under  queen 
JMary ;  of  their  fucceflbrs  in  the  times  of  Eliawi- 
beth ;  in  Ihort,  of  all  the  pillars  of  our  Prp- 
teftant  church ;  of  many  of  its  higheft  dignita- 
ries.; of  Davenant,  of  Jewell,  of  Hall,  of  Rey- 
nolds, of  Beveridge,  of  Hooker,  of  Andrews, 
of  Smith,  of  Leighton,  of  Uflier,  of  Hopkins, 
of  Bajcter,  (a)^  and  of  many  others  of  fcarcely 

inferior 

t 

(a)  I  muft  beg  kave  to  clafs  among  the  brightcft  oma- 
ments  of  the  Church  of  England,  this  great  man,  who  with  his 
brethren  was  fofliamefully  ejeftcd  from  the  church  in  1 666, 
in  violation  of  the  royal  word,  as  well  as  of  the  clear  prin- 
ciples of  juftice.  With  his  controverAal  pieces  I  am  little 
acquainted:  but  his  practical  writings,  in  four  mafly  fiJios, 
are  a  treafury  of  Chriftian  wifdom;  and  it  would  be  a  moft 
valuable  fervice  to  mankind  to  revife  them,  and  perhaps  t© 
abridge  them,  fo  as  to  render  them  more  fuited  to  the  tafteof 
poder^^aders.    'if  his  has  been  already  done  in  the  cafe  of 

his 


PRESENT   STATE   OF   CHRISTIANITY.      .  39 1 

inferiDr  note.  In  their  pages  the  peculiar  chap* 
doftrmes  of  Chriftianity  were  every  where  vi, 
vifible,  ^nd  on  the  deep  and  folid  bafis  of  thefe 
dodlrinal  truths  were  laid  the  foundations  of  a 
fuperfl:ru6hire  of  morals  proportionably  broad 
and  exaltecl.  Of  this  fa6l  their  writings  ftill 
extant  are  a  decifive  proof :  and  they  who  may 
want  leifure,  or  opportunity,  or  inclination, 
for  the  perufal  of  thefe  valuable  records, 
may  fatisfy  themfelves  of  the  truth  of  the 
affertion,  that,  fuch  as  we  have  ftated  it,  was 
the  Chriftianity  of  thofe  times,  by  confulting 
pur  Articles  and  Homilies,  or  even  by  care-? 
fully  examining  our  excellent  Liturgy.  But 
from  that  tendency  to  deterioration  lately 
noticed,  thefe  great  flmdaraental  truths  be- 
gan to  be  Ibmewhat  lefs  prominent  in  the 
compofitions  of  many  of  the  leading  divines 
befor?  the  tim?  of  the  civil  wars.  During 
that  period,  hoys^ever,  the  peculiar  doftri^es 
of  Chriftianity  were  gricvoufly  abufed  by 
many  of  the  fc6laries,  who  were  foremoft  in 
the  commotions  of  thofe  unhappy  days ;  who 
while  they  talked  copioufly  of  the  free  grace 

bis  Dying  Thoughts,  a  beautiful  litt}e  piece,  and  of  his  Saints' 
Reft.  His  Life  alfo,  written  by  himfelf,  and  in  ^  feparate 
volume,  contains  much  ufeful  matter,  and  m^y  valuable 
pafticulars  of  die  bifiory  of  the  times  of  Cl^r)es  I*  Crpiiir 
y^ell,  &c.  &9. 

C  c  4  ,  of 


CKAF*    of  Chrift,  and  the  operations  of  the  Holy 
^^*       Spirit,  were  by  their  lives  an  open  fcandal  ta 
the^name  of  Chriftian  faj. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  th^ 
divines  of  the  eftablilhed  Church  (whether 

(4)  Lrt  me  by  no  means  be  underftood  tq  cenfttreaU  thct 
fe&aries  without .  difcrimination.    Many  of  thezn^  and  fom^^ 
who  by  the  unhappy  circumftances  of  the  times  became 
ebjefb  of  notice  in  a  political  view,  were  men  df  great  eru^ 
dition,  deep  views  of  Religion,  and  unqueflionable  piety : 
and  though  the  writings  of  the  puritans  are  prolix,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  faihion  of  their  age,  rendered  rather  perfJexed 
tiian  clear  by  mult^lied  diviilons  and  fubdivifions;  yet  they 
are  a  mine  c^  weahh,  in  which  any  one  who  will  fubmit  ta( 
(bme  degree  of  labour  will  find  himfelf  well  rewarded  for 
bis  pains.    In  particular  the  writings  of  Dr.  O V£N,  Mr^ 
flowE,  and  Mr.  FlaVell,  well  deferve  diis  charader:  c^ 
the  firft  mentioned  author,  there  are  two  pieces  which  t 
would  cfpeciaHy  recommend  to  the  reader^s  penifal,  oncy 
on  Heavenly  Mindednefs,  abridged  by  DnMATo;  tfad 
other,  on  the  Mortification  of  Sin  in  Believers.    While  I 
have  been  fpeaking  in  terms  of  fuch  high,  and,  I  truft,  fuch 
juft  eulogium  of  many  of  the  teachers  of  the  Church  of 
England;  this  may  not  be  an  improper  pbce  to  exprefe  the 
high  obligations  which  we  owe  to  the  DifTenters,  for  many 
excellent  publications.    Of  this  number  are  Dr.  Evans's 
Sermons  oh  the  Chriftian  Terpper ;  and  that  moft  ufeful  book, 
the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  ReKgion  in  the  Soul,  by  Or.  Don- 
DUIDGE;  alfo,  his  Life,  by  Orton,. and  Letters;  and  two 
volumes  of  Sermbns,one  on  Regeneration,  the  other  on  the 
Power  and  Grace  of  Chrift:  May  the  writer  be  permitted 
to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  recommending  two  volumes, 
publifhedfeparately,  of  Sermons,  by  the  late  Dr.  WitH£»* 
SPOON,  Prcfident  of  the  College  of  New  Jerfcy. 

it 


it  flxofc  from  the  obfcurity  of  their  owa  chati 
views,  or  from  a  ftrong  impreffion  of  former  vl 
abufes,  and  of  the  evils  which  had  r^liilted 
from  them)  begaa  to  ruiiiuto  a  different  error. 
They  profelfed  to  make  it  their  chief  object  to 
inculcate  tije  moral  and  pra61ical  precepts  of 
Chriftianity,  which  they  conceived  to  have 
been  before  too  much  neglected ;  but  without 
fufEciently  maintaining,  often  even  without 
juftly  laying  the  grand  foundation,  of  a  fin- 
ner's  acceptance  with  God ;  or-  pointing  out 
how  the  praQical  precepts  of  Chriflianity 
grow  out  of  her  peculiar  doftrines,  and  arc 
infeparably  cohncded  with  them  faj.  By 
this  fatal  error,  the  very  genibs  and  eflential 
nature  of  Chriflianity  imperceptibly  under- 
went a  change.  She  no  longer  retained  her 
peculiar  chara6ters,  or  produced  that  appro- 
priate frame  of  fpirit  by  which  her  follower^ 
had  been  charafterized.  Facilis  defcenfua* 
The  example  thus,  fet  \ya$  followed  during 
the  prefent. century,  and  its  efie6l-  was  aided 
by  various  caufes  already  pointed  out.  Iix 
addition  to  thefe,  it  may  be  proper  to  men- 
tion as  a  caufe  of  powerful  operation ;  that 
for  the  laft  fifty  years  the  prefs  has  teemed 

( j)  Vide  &e<%on  vi.  of  the  lyth  Chapter,  where  wc? 
bare  esqprefslj  and  fully  treated  of  this  n^oft  important  truth. 

,   with 


394  BJIIEF    INQJJIRY    INTO    TJfE 

with  moral  eflays,  many  of  them  publiihed 
periodically,  and  ipoft  extenfively  circulated ; 
which,  being  confidered  either  as  works  of 
mere  entertainment,  or,  in  which  at  leaft 
entertainment  was  to  be  blended  with  in-r 
fl:ru6Hon,  rather  than  as  religious  pieces, 
were  kept  free  from  whatever  might  give 
them  the  air  of  fermons,  or  caufe  them  to 
wear  an  appearance  of  ferioufiiels,  incon-^ 
fiftent  with  the  idea  of  relaxation.  But  in 
this  way  the  fatal  habit,  of  confidering  Chrifl- 
tian  morals  as  diftinft  from  Chriftian  doc* 
trines,  infenfibly  gained  ftrength.  Thus  the 
peculiar  do6lrines  of  Chriftianity  went  more 
and  more  out  of  fight ;  and,  as  might  naturally 
have  been  expedled,  the  moral  lyftem  itfelf 
alfo  began  to  wither  and  decay,  being  robbed 
6f  that  which  fhould  have  fupplied  it  with 
life  and  nutriment.  At  length,  in  our  own 
days,  thefe  peculiar  dodlrines  have  almoft 
altogether  vanished  from  the  view.  Even 
in  many  lermons,  fc^cely  any  traces  of  them 
are  to  be  found. 

But  the  degree  of  negleft  into  which 
they  are  really  fallen,  may  perhaps  be  ren-» 
dered  ftill  more  manifeft  by  appealing  to 
another  criterion.  There  is  a  certain  clafs 
of  publications,  of  which  it  is  the  obje^l  to 
I  give 
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give  US  exaft  delineations  of  life  and  man- 
ners :  and  when  thefe  are  written  by  authors 
of  accurate  obfervation  and  deep  knowledge 
of  human  nature ;  (and  many  fuch  there  have 
been  in  our  times)  they  furnifh  a  more  faith- 
ful pi6hire,  than  can  be  obtained  in  any  other 
way,  of  the  prevalent  opinions  and  feelings 
of  mankind.     It  muft  be  obvious  that  novels 
are  here  alluded  to.    A  careful  perufal  of 
the  moft  celebrated  of  thefe  pieces  would 
furnifh  a  flrong  confirmation  of  the  appre- 
henfion,  fuggefted  from  other  confiderations, 
concerning  the  very  low  flate  of  Religion  in 
this  country;    but    they    would  ftill  more 
flrikingly  illuflrate  the  truth  of  the  remark, 
that  the  grand  peculiarities  of  Chriflianity 
are  almoft  vanifhed  from  the  view.     In   a 
fermon,  although  throughout  the  whole  of 
it  there  m^y   have  been  no  traces  of  thefe 
peculiarities,  either  direftly  or  indireftly,  the 
preacher  clofes  with  an  ordinary  form ;  which, 
if  one  were  to  aflfert  that  they  were  abfolutely 
omitted,    would  immediately   be- alleged  in 
contradi6lion  of  the  afTertion,  and  may  juft 
ferve  to  proted  them  from  falling  into  en* 
tire  oblivion.     But  in  novels,  the  writer  is 
not  fo  tied  down.     In  thefe,  people  of  Re- 
ligion, ai>d  clergymen  too,  are  placed  in  all 
poffible  fituations,  and   the  fcntiments  and 

language 
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language  deemed  fuitable  to  the  occafiort 
are  alTigned  to  them.  They  are  introduced 
inftructing,  reproving,  counfelling,  comfort^* 
ing.  It  is  often  the  author's  intention  to 
reprcfent  them  in  a  favouiablc  point  of  view, 
and  accordingly  he  makes  them  as  well  in- 
formed and  as  good  Chriftians  as  he  knows 
how.  They  are  painted  amiable,  benevolentji 
gnd,  forgiving ;  but  it  is  not  too  much  to  fay, 
that  if  all  the  peculiarities  of  Chriftianity  had 
never  exifled,  or  had  been  proved  to  be  felfe^ 
the  circumftance  would  fcarcely  create  the 
neceffity  of  altering  a  fingle  iyUable  in  any 
of  the  raoft  celebrated  of  thefe  performances, 
Jt  is  ftriking  to  obferve  the  difference  which 
there  is  in  this  refpcft  in  iimilar  works  of 
Mahometan  authors,  wherein  the  charafters, 
which  they  mean  to  reprefent  in  a  favour-: 
able  light,  are  drawn  vaftly  more  obfervant 
of  the  peculiarities  of  their  religioji  faj. 


pther  bad 
fymptoms 
as  to  the 
praAical 
ilate  of 
Chrittiani- 


It  has  alfb  been  a  melancholy  prognoftic 
of  the  ftate  to  which  we  are  progreffive,  that 
rhany  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  literati  of 
modern  times  have  been  profeffed  unbeliev- 
ers ;  and  that  others  of  them  have  difcover- 

(n)  No  excq)tions  have  fallen  within  my  own  readings 
^at  ihe  writings  of  Richardson. 

?4 
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cd  fuch  lukewarmnefs  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift, 
as  to  treat  with  efpecial  good  will,  and  at- 
tention, and  reipeft,  thole  men,  who,  by  their 
avowed  publications,  were  openly  aflailing^ 
or  infidioufly  undermining  the  very  founda- 
tions of  the  Chriftian  hope;  confidering 
ihemielves  as  mere  dolely  united  to  them 
by  literature,  than  fevered  from  them  by  the 
wideft  religious  differences  ("aj.     Can  it  then 

(a)  It  is  with  pain  that  the  author  finds  himfdf  compelled 
to  place  fo  great  a  writer  as  Dr.  Robertson  in  this  dafs. 
But,  to  fay  nothing  of  his  phlegmatic  account  of  the  Refor^ 
mation ;  a  fulgedl  which  we  fliould  have  thought  likely  to 
excite  in  any  one,  who  united  the  charadier  of  a  Chriftian 
Divine  with  that  of  an  Hi  dorian,  fpme  warmth  of  pious  gra- 
titude for  the  good  providence  of  God :  to  pafs  over  alfo 
the  ambiguity,  in  \Vhich  he  leaves  his  readers  as  to  his  opinion 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  Mofaic  chronology,  in  his  difqui- 
fitions  on  the  trade  of  India;  his  letters  to  Mr.  Gibbok, 
lately  publifhed,  cannot  but  excite  emotions  of  regret  and 
Ihame  in  every  fmcere  Chriftian.     The  author  hopes,  that 
he  has  fo  far  explained  his  fcntiments  as  to  render  it  almoft 
unneceflary  to  remark,  what,  however,  to  prevent  miicoti- 
Arudion,  he  muft  here  declare^  that  fo  far  from.approving, 
he  muft  be  underftood  decidedly  to  condemn,  a  hot,  a  conten- 
tious,   much  more  an  abuflve  manner  of  oppofing  or  of 
fpeaking  of  the  aflailants  of  Chriftianity.     The  Apoftle's  di* 
xedion  in  this  refpet^  cannot  be  too  much  attended  to« 
"  The  fervant  of  the  Lord  muft  not  ftrive ;  but  be  gentle 
'*  unto  all  men ;  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meeknefs  inftruft- 
"  ing  thofe  riiat  oppofe  themfelves :    if  God  peradventure 
"  will  give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the 
^  truth.'*     (iTimothy,ii.  24, 25.) 

occafioo 
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occafion  (urprife,  that  under  all   thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  one  of  the  moft  acute  and  moft 
forward   of  the    profefled  unbelievers    ^aj 
fhould  appear  to  anticipate,  as  at  no  great 
diftance,  the  more  complete  triumph  of  his 
fceptical  principles ;  and  that  another  author 
of  diftinguiihed  name  f'ijy  not  fb  openly  pro- 
fefling  thofe  infidel  opinions,  (hoUld  declare 
of  the  writer  above  alluded  to,  whofc  great 
abilities  had  been  lyftematically  proftituted 
to  the  open  attack  of  every  principle  of  Reli- 
gion, both  natural  and  revealed,  "  that  he  had 
always  confidered  him,  both  in  his  life-time 
and  lince  his  death,  as  approaching  as  nearly 
to  the  idea  of  a  perfeftly  wife  and  virtuous 
man,  as  perhaps  the  nature  of  human  frailty 
will  permit  ?'* 


4C 
4( 
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Can  there  then  be  a  doubt,  whither  tends 
the  path  in  which  we  are  travelling,  and 
whither  at  length  it  muft  conduit  us  ?  If  any 
Ihould  hefitate,  let  them  take  a  leffon  from 
experience.  In  a  neighbouring  country,  feve- 
ral  of  the  fame  caufes  have  been  in  aftion  ; 
and  they  have  at  length  produced  their  full 
effe6l.   Manners  corrupted,  morals  depraved, 

(a)  Mr.  Hume. 

(b)  Vi  Jc  Dr.  A.  Smitli's  Letter  to  W.  Straban,  Efq. 

didipatioa 
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diflipation  predominant,  above  all,  Religion  chap. 
difcredited,  and  infidelity  grown  into  repute  ^^* 
and  faihion  (a)^  terminated  in  the  public  dif- 
avowal  of  every  religious  principle,  which 
had  been  ufed  to  attraft  the  veneration  of 
mankind.  The  reprefentatives  of  a  whole 
nation  publicly  witneffing,  not  only  without 
horror,  but,  to  fay  the  leaft,  without  difappro- 
bation,  an  open  unqualified  denial  of  the  very 
^xiftence  of  God;  and  at  length,  as  a  body, 
withdrawing  their  allegiance  from  the  Ma- 
jefty  of  Heaveiu 

There  are  not  a  few,  perhaps,  who  may   objcaioa 
have  witnefled  with  apprehenfion,  and  may  audior'^s  ' 
be  ready  to  confefs  with  pain^  the  gradual  ^^j^ 
declenfion  of  Religion ;  but  who  at  the  lame   ?"/*  «^*' 
time  may  conceive  that  the  writer  or  this  prevaUtbc 
traft  is  diipofed  to  carry  things  too  far.    They  ^uW  not 
may  even  allege,  that  the  degree  of  Religion  ^^ 
for  which  he  contends  is  ineonfiftent  with 
the  ordinary  bufinels  of  life,  and  with  the 
well-being  of  (bciety;  that  if  it  were  generally 
to  prevail,  people  would  be  wholly  engrofled 

(a)  What  is  here  dated  mud  be  acknowledged  by  9II,  be 
their  political  opinions  concerning  Friench  events  what  they 
may ;  and  it  makes  no  difference  in  die  writer's  view  of  the 
fubjc6l,  whether  the  ftate  oi  morals  was  or  was  not,  quite, 
or  nearly,  as  bad,  before  the  French  revolution- 

by 
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by  Religion,  and  all  their  time  occupied  bf 
prayer  and  preaching*  Men  not  being  fiiffi-* 
ciently  intereAed  in  the  purfuit  of  temporal 
obje6is,  agriculture  and  commerce  would 
decline,  the  arts  would  languiih^  the  very 
duties  of  tommoh  life  would  be  negleded ; 
and,  in  (hort,  the  whole  machine  of  civil  fo* 
ciety  v/ould  be  obftruded,  and  fpeedily  ftop^ 
ped.  An  opening  for  this  charge  is  given 
by  an  ingenious  writer  faj  alluded  to  in  an 
early  period  of  our  work;  and  is  even  fome- 
what  countenanced  by  an  author  fince  tc^ 
ferred  to,  from  whom  fuch  a  fentiment  juftly 
excites  more  furprifc  fifj. 

Tiiectogc  In-  reply  to  this  objcdtion  it  might  be 
urged,  that  though  we  ftiould  allow  it  for  a 
moment  to  be  in  a  confiderable  degree  well 
founded,  yet  this  admiflioa  would  not  warrant 
the  conclufion  intended  to  be  drawn  from  it* 
The  queftion  would  ftill  rGmain>  whether  our 
jeprefentation  of  what  Chriftianity  requires 
be  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God  ?  For  if  it 
be,  furcly  it  muft  be  confeffed  to  l>c  a  matter 
of  fmall  account  to  facrifice  a  little  worldly 

* 

comfort  and  profperity,  during  the  fhort  Ipan 
of  our  exiftence  in  this  life,  in  order  to  fecurc 

{aj  SoAMK  Jenyns.        (h)  Paley's  Evidence. 

a  crown 
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a  crown  of  eternal  glory,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  thofe  pleaflires  which  are  at  God's  right 
hand  for  evermore  !  it  might  be  added  alio, 
that  our  bleffed  Saviour  had  fairly  declared, 
that  it  would  often  be  required  of  Chriftians 
to  make  liich  a  facrifice ;  and  had  forewarned 
us,  that,  in  order  to  be  able  to  do  it  with 
cheerfulnefs  whenever  the  occafion   Ihould 
arrive,   we   muft  habitually  fit  loofc  to  all 
worldly  pofleffions   and  enjoyments.      An4 
it  might  farther  be  remarked,  that  though  it 
were  even  admitted,  that  the  general preva^ 
knee  of  vital  Chrijiianity  (hould  fomewhat 
interfere  with  the  views  of  national  wealth 
and  aggrandifement ;   yet  that  there  is  too 
much  reafbn  to  bdieve  that,  do  all  we  can, 
this  general  prevalence  needs  not  to  be  ap* 
prehended,  or,  to  ipeak  more  juftly,  could 
not  be  hoped  for.     But  indeed  the  obje6lion 
on  which  we  have  now  been  commenting,  is 
not  only  groundlefs,  but  the  very  contrary  to 
it  is  the  truth.     If  Chrillianity,  liich  as  we 
have  reprefented  it,  were  generally  to  prevail ; 
the  world,  from  being  fiich  as  it  is,  would 
become  a  fcene  of  general  peace  and  proipe- 
rity ;  and  abating  the  chances  and  calamities 
^*  which  flefh  is  infeparably  heir  to,'*  would 
wear  one  unwearied  face  of  complacency 
and  joy* 

D  d  On 
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On  the  firft  promulgation  of  Chriftianity, 
it  is  true,  fome  of  her  early  converts  feem  to 
have  been  in  danger  of  fo  far  miftaking  the 
genius  of  the  new  Religion,  as  to  imagine 
that  in  future  they  were  to  be  difcharged 
from  an  aftive  attendance  on  their  fecular 
affairs.  But  the  Apoftle  moft  pointedly 
guarded  them  againft  fo  grofs  an  error,  and 
cxprefsly  and  repeatedly  enjoined  them  to 
perform  the  particular  duties  of  their  feveral 
ftations  with  increafed  alacrity  and  fidelity, 
that  they  might  thereby  do  credit  to  their 
Chriftian  profeffion.  This  he  did,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  prefcribed  to  them  that  predomi- 
nant love  of  God  and  of  Chrift,  that  heavenly- 
mindednefs,  that  comparative  indifference  to 
the  things  of  this  world,  that  earneft  endeavour 
after  growth  in  grace  and  perfeftion  in  holi- 
nefe,  which  have  already  been  ftated  as  the 
effential  chara6leriftics  of  real  Chriftianity. 
It  cannot  therefore  be  fuppofed  by  any  who 
allow  to  the  Apoftle  even  the  claim  of  a  con- 
fiftent  inftru6lor,  much  lefs  by  any  who  ad- 
mit his  Divine  authority,  that  thefe  latter 
precepts  are  incompatible  with  the  former. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  grand  charac- 
teriftic  mark  of  the  true  Chriftian,  which  has 
been  infifted  on,  is  his  dejiring  to  pleafe  God 
in  nil  his  thoughts^  and  words ^  and  adiions ;  to 

take 
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take  the  revealed  word  to  be  the  rule  of  his 
belief  and  praBice  ;  to  "  let  his  light  jhine 
**  before  men. ;''  and  in  all  things  to  adorn  the 
dodirine  which  he  profejfes.  No  calling  is 
profcribed,  no  purfuit  is  forbidden,  no  fciencc 
or  art,  no  plealbrc  is  difallowed,  which  is  re- 
concilable with  this  principle.  It  muft  in- 
deed be  confefled  that  Chriftianity  would  not 
favour  that  vehement  and  inordinate  ardour 
in  the  purfuit  of  temporal  objefts,  which  tends 
to  the  acquifition  of  immenfe  wealth,  or  6f 
widely  (pread  renown :  nor  is  it  calculated 
to  gratify  the  extravagant  views  of  thofe  mif^ 
taken  politicians,  the  chief  objeft  of  whoic 
admiration,  and  the  main  Icope  of  whofe 
endeavours  for  their  country,  are,  extended 
dominion,  and  commanding  power,  and  unri- 
valled affluence,  rather  than  thofe  more  fblid 
advantages  of  peace,  and  comfort,  and  fecu- 
rity.  Thefe  men  would  barter  comfort  for 
greatnefs.  In  their  vain  reveries  they  forget 
that  a  nation  confifts  of  individuals,  and  that 
true  national  profperity  is  no  other  than  the 
multiplication  of  particular  happinefs. 

But  in  fa6l,  fb  far  is  it  from  being  true  that  ^«^»  ^o.^t 

the  prevalence  of  r^^/Religion  would  produce  cai^oml^^ 

a  flagnation  in  life ;   that  a  man,  whatever  ?^*7he 

might  be  his  employment  or  purfuit,  would  be  S^^S"* 

D  d  a  furnifhed  9"fti»- 

JBitjr. 
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fumifhed  with  a  new  motive  to  profecute  it 
with  alacrity,  a  motive  far  more  conftant  and 
vigorous  than  any  human  profpedls  can  fiip- 
ply :  at  the  fame  time,  his  foUcitude  being  not 
{o  much  to  fucceed  in  whatever  he  might  be 
engaged  in,  as  to  aft  from  a  pure  principle 
and  leave  the  event  to  God ;  he  would  not 
be  liable  to  the  fame  difappointments,  as  men 
who  are  aftive  and  laborious  from  a  defire 
of  worldly  gain  or  of  human  eftimation. 
Thus  he  would  pofTefs  the  true  lecret  of  a 
life   at   the  fame   time  ufeful   and   happy. 
Following  peace  alio  with  all  men,  and  look- 
ing upon  them  as  members  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily,  entitled  not  only  to  the  debts  of  juftice, 
but  to  the  leig  definite  and  more  liberal  claims 
of  fraternal  kindnefs ;  he  would  naturally  be 
re(pe6led  and  beloved  by  others,  and  be  in 
himfelf  free  from  the  annoyance  of  thofe  bad 
paffions,  by  which  they  who  are  a6haated  by 
worldly  principles  are  fb  commonly  corroded. 
If  any  country  were  indeed  filled  with  men^ 
each  thus  diligently  difcharging  the  duties  of 
his  own  ftation  without  breaking  in  upon  the 
rights  of  others,  but  on  the  contrary  endea- 
vouring, fo  far  as  he  might  be  able,  to  forward 
their  views  and  promote  their  happinefe; 
all  would  be  adlive  and  harmonious  in  the 
goodly   frime  of   human  fociety.      There 
8  would 
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would  be  no  jarrings,  no  difcord.  The  whole 
machine  of  civil  life  would  work  without 
obftrudlion  or  dilbrder,  and  the  cour(e  of  its 
movements  would  be  like  the  harmony  of 
the  fpheres* 

StrcH  would  be  the  happy  ftatc  of  a  truly 
Chriftian  nation  within  itfelf.     Nor  would 
its  condition  with  regard  to  foreign  coun- 
tries foim  a  contraft  to  this  its  internal  com- 
fort.    Such  a  community^  on  the  contrary, 
peaceful  at  home,  would  be  refpedled  and 
beloved   abroad.      General   integrity  in  all 
its   dealings    would    inlpire  univerfal  con* 
fidence :   differences  between  nations  com- 
monly  arife  from  mutual  injuries,  and  ftill 
more  from  mutual  jealoufy  and  diftruft.     Of 
the  former  there  would  be  no  longer  any 
ground  for  complaint ;  the  latter  would  find 
nothing  to  attach  upon.     But  if,  in  ^te  of 
all  its  juflice  and  forbear^ce,  the  Violence 
of  fbme  neighbouring  flate  fhould  force  it 
to  refifl  an  unprovoked  attack,  (for  hoflilities 
ftri6My  defeniive  are  thofe  only  in  which  it 
would  be  engaged)  its  domefHc  union  would 
double  its  national   force;   while  the   con- 
Icioufnefs  of  a  good  caufe,  and  of  the  general 
favour  of  Heaven,  would  invigorate  its  arm, 
and  inlpirit  its  efforts. 

D  d  3  It 


Pofitioiiy 
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It  is  indeed  the  pofitioii  of  an  author, 
to  whom  we  have  had  frequent  occafion  to 
refer,  and  whofe  love  of  paradox  has  not  fel- 
Aat  Chnf.    dom   led  him  into  error,  th^t    true  ChriA 
hofbieto      tianity  is  an  enemy  to  patriotifm.      If  by 
^pofed!"'    patriotifm  is   meant   that  mifchievous   and 
domineering  quality,  which  renders  men  ar- 
dent to  promote,  not  the  happinefs,  but  the 
aggrandifement  of  their  own  country,  by  the 
oppreffion  and  conqueft  of  every  other ;  to 
fuch  patriotifin,  fo  generally   applauded  in 
the   Heathen   world,    that    Religion   muft 
be  indeed  an  enemy,  whofe  foundation  is 
juftice,  and  whofe  compendious  charafter  is 
^'  peace, — and  good  will  towards  men."  But 
if  by  patriotifm    be  underftood    th&t  qua- 
lity which,  without  (hutting  up  our  philan- 
thropy within  the  narrow  boimds  of  a  fingle 
kingdom,  yet  attaches  us  in  particular  to  the 
country  to  which  we  belong  ;  of  this  true 
patriotil'm,  Chriftianity  is  the  moft  copious 
fburce,  and  the   fureft  prefei'vatiVe.      The 
contrary  opinion  can  indeed  only  have  arifcn 
from  not  confidering  the  fulnefs  and  univcr- 
fality  of  our  Saviour's  precepts.     Not  like 
the  puny  produdions  of  human  workmaxi- 
Ihip,  which  at  the  heft  can  commonly  ferve 
but    the   particular  purpofe   that   they    are 
fpecially  defigned  to  anfwer ;  the  moral,  as 

well 
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well  as  the  phyfical,  principles  of  the  great 
Author  of  all  things  are  capable  of  being 
applied  at  once  to  ten  thoufand  different 
yfes ;  thus,  amidft  infinite  complication,  prc- 
ferving  a  grand  fimplicity,  and  therein  bear- 
ing the  unambiguous  ftamp  of  their  Divine 
Original.  Thus,  to  Ipecify  one  out  of  the 
numberlefs  inftances  which  might  be  ad- 
duced; the  principle  pf  gravitation,  while 
it  is  fubfervient  to  all  the  mechanical  pur- 
pofes  of  common  life,  keeps  at  the  fame  time 
the  ftars  in  their  courfe5,  and  fuftains  the 
harmony  of  worlds. 

Thus  alio  in  the  cale  before  us:  fociety 
confifts  of  a  number  of  different  circles 
of  various  magnitudes  and  ufes  ;  and  that  cir- 
cumftance,  wherein  the  principle  of  patriotifin 
chiefly  confifts,  whereby  the  duty  of  patriotifin 
is  beft  pradifed,  and  the  happieft  effects  to 
the  general  weal  produced,  is,  that  it  fhould 
be  the  defire  and  aim  of  every  individual  to 
fill  well  his  own  proper  circle,  as  a  part  and 
member  of  the  whole,  with  a  view  to  the 
produdlion  of  general  happinefs.  This  our 
Saviour  enjoined  when  he  prefcribed  the  duty 
of  univerfal  love,  which  is  but  another  term 
for  the  moft  exalted  patriotifin.  Benevolence, 
indeed;  when  npt  originating  frpm  Religion, 

P  d  4 '  difpeafes 
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diipenfes  but  from  a  fcanty  and  precarkAH 
fund ;   and  therefore,  if  it  be  liberal  in  the 
cafe  of  fbme  objefts,  it  is  generally  found  to 
be   contraded  towards  others.      Men  who, 
a6ling  from  worldly  principles,    make  the 
grfeateft  ftir  about   general  philanthropy  or 
zealous  patriotifm,  are  often  very  deficient 
in  their  conduft  in  domeftic  life ;  and  very 
negleftful  of  the  opportunities,   fully  within 
their  reach,    of  promoting   the   comfort  of 
.  thofe  with  whom  they  are  immediately  con* 
neded.     But  true  Chriftian   benevolence  is 
always  occupied  in  producing  happincfs  to  the 
utmoft  of  its  power,  and   according  to  the 
extent  of  its  fphere,  be  it   larger  or  more 
limited ;  it  contrafts  itfelf  to  the  meafure 
of  the  fmalleft  ;  it  can  expand  itfelf  to  the 
amplitude  of  the  largeft.     It  refembles  ma* 
jeftic  rivers,  which  are  poured  from  an  unfail* 
ing  and  abundant  fource.     Silent  and  peace- 
ful in  their  outfet,  they  begin  with  diipenjdng 
beauty  and  comfort  to  every  cottage  by  which 
they  pafs.      In    their   further  progrels  they 
fertilize  provinces  and  enrich  kingdoms.    At 
length  they  pour  thcmfelves  into  the  ocean? 
where,  changing  their  names  but  not  their 
nature,  they  vifit  diftant  nations  and  other 
hemifpheres,  and  Ipread  throughout  the  world 
the  expanfive  tide  of  their  beneficence. 

It 
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It  muft  be  confeflcd,  that  many  of  the  good 
cfFeds,  of  which  Religion  is  produdive  to 
political  focietics,  would  be  produced  even 
by  a  falfe  ReHgion,  which  ihould  prefcribe 
good  morals,  and  fhould  be  able  to  enforce 
its  precepts  by  fufficient  fandions.     Of  this 
nature  are  thofe   efFetfts,  which  depend  on 
our  calling  in  the  aid  of  a  Being  who  fees 
the  heart,  in  order  to  aflift  the  weaknefs,  and 
in  various  ways  to  fupply  the  inherent  de- 
fers of  all  human  jurilprudence.     But  the 
fiiperior   excellence    of  Chriftianity  in  this 
refpeft  muft  be  acknowledged,  both  in  the 
fuperiority  of  her  moral  code,   and  in  the 
powerful  motives  and  efficacious  means  which 
ihe  furniflies  for   enabling  us  to  praftife  it ; 
and  in  the  tendency  of  her  doftrines  to  pro- 
vide for  the  obfervance  of  her  precepts,  by 
producing  tempers  of  mind  which  correipond 
with  them. 

But,  more  than  all  this  ;  it  has  not  per- 
haps been  enough  remarked,  that  true  Chrif. 
tianity,  from  her  effential  nature,  appears 
peculiarly  and  powerfully  adapted  to  promote 
the  prefervation  and  healthfulnefs  of  political 
communities.  What  is  in  truth  their  grand 
malady  ?  The  anfwer  is  fhort ;  Selfifhnefs. 
This  is  that  young  difeafc  received  at  the 

moment 
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moment  of  their  birth,  "  which  grows  with 
"  their  growth,  and  ftrengthens  with  their 
"  ftrcngth ;"  and  through  which  they  at 
length  expire,  if  not  cut  off  prematurely  by 
fome  external  Ihock  or  inteftine  convulfion. 

The  difeafe  of  felfiftinefs,  indeed,  a/Tumes 
different  forms  in  the  different  claffes  of  ibci- 
ety.  In  the  great  and  the  wealthy,  it  difplays 
itfelf  in  luxury,  in  pomp  and  parade ;  and 
in  ^11  the  frivoHties  of  a  fickly  and  depraved 
imagination,  which  feeks  in  vain  its  own 
gratification,  and  is  dead  to  the  generous 
and  energetic  purfuits  of  an  enlarged  heart. 
In  the  lower  orders,  when  not  motionlefs 
under  the  weight  of  a  fuperincumbent  de- 
Ipotifm,  it  manifefts  itfelf  in  pride,  and  its 
natural  offspring,  infubordination  in  ^11  its 
modes.  But  though  the  external  effe6ls  may 
vary,  the  internal  principle  is  the  fame  ;  a 
difpofition  in  each  individual  to  make  lelf  the 
grand  center  and  end  of  his  defires  and  enjoy- 
ments ;  to  over-rate  his  own  merits  and 
importance,  and  of  courfe  to  magnify  his 
claims  on  others,  and  in  return  to  under-rate 
their's  on  him ;  a  difpofition  to  under- value 
the  advantages,  and  over-flate  the  difadvan- 
tages,  of  his  condition  in  life.  Thence  ipripg 
rapacity  and  venality,  and  fenfuality.  Thence 

imperious 
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imperious  nobles,  and  fa6lious  leaders ;  and 
an  unruly  commonalty,  bearing  with  diffi- 
culty the  inconveniences  of  a  lower  ftation, 
and  imputing  to  the  nature  or  adminiftratioa 
of  their  government  the  evils  which  necef^ 
larily  flow  from  the  very  conftitution  of  our 
Ipecies,  or  which  perhaps  are  chiefly  the  re- 
liilt  of  their  own  vices  and  follies.  The  op- 
pofite  to 'felfifhnefs  is  public  fpirit;  which 
may  be  termed,  not  unjuftly,  the  grand  prin- 
ciple of  political  vitality,  the  very  life's  breath 
of  ftates,  which  tends  to  keep  them  aftive 
and  vigorous,  anfl  to  carr^  them  to  greatnefs 
and  glory. 

The  tendency  of  public  fpirit,  and  the  op- 
pofite  tendency  of  felfifhnefs,  have  not  efcaped 
the  obfervation  of  the  founders  of  flates,  or 
of  the  writers  on  government ;  and  various 
expedients  have  been  reforted  to  and  extolled, 
for  cherifhing  the  one,  and  for  reprefEng  tljc 
other.  Sometiii>es  a  principle  of  internal 
agitation  and  diflenfion,  refulting  fropa  the 
very  frame  of  the  government,  has  been  pro- 
duftive  of  the  efFeft.  Sparta  flourifhed  for 
m.ore  than,  feven  hundred  years  under  the 
civil  inftitutions  of  Lycurgus  ;  which  guarded 
againfl  the  felfifh  principle,  by  prohibiting 
commerce,  and  impofing  univer;&r  poverty 

and 
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and  hardfhip.  The  Roman  comriionwealth, 
in  which  public  Ipirit  was  cheriflied,  and 
felfiflinefs  checked,  by  the  principle  of  the 
love  of  glory,  was  alfo  of  long  continuance. 
This  paffion  naturally  operates  to  produce 
an  unbounded  Ipirit  of  conqueft,  which,  like 
the  ambition  of  the  greateft  of  its  own  heroes, 
was  never  fatiated  while  any  other  kingdom 
was  left  it  to  (ubdue.  The  principle  of  po- 
litical vitality,  when  kept  alive  only  by  means 
like  thefe,  merits  the  defcription  once  given 
of  eloquence  :  "  Sicut  flamma,  materia  alitur, 
^  &  motibus  excitatur,  &  urendo  clarefcit.'* 
But  like  eloquence,  when  no  longer  called 
into  aftion  by  external  caufes,  or  fomented 
by  civil  broils,  it  gradually  languifhes.  Wealdi 
and  luxury  produce  ftagnation,  and  flagna^ 
tion  terminate  in  death. 

To  provide,  however,  for  the  continuance 
of  a  ftate,  by  the  admiflion  of  internal  diflen- 
iions,  or  even  by  the  chilling  iufluence  of 
poverty,  feems  to  be  in  fbme  fort  facrificing 
the  end  to  the  means.  Happinefs  is  the 
end  for  which  men  unite  in  civil  fbciety  ; 
.but  in  fbcieties  thus  conftituted,  little  happi- 
nefs, comparatively  fpeaking,  is  to  be  found. 
The  expedient,  again,  of  preferving  a  ftate 
by  the  ipirit  of  conqueft,  though  even  this 

has 
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has  not  wanted  its  admirers  (a)^  is  not  to 
be  tolerated  for  a  moment,  when  confidered 
on  principles  of  univerfal  juftice.  Such  a 
ftate  lives,  and  grows,  and  thrives,  by  the 
mifery  of  others^  and  becomes  profefledly 
the  general  enemy  of  its  neighbours,  and  the 
fcourge  of  the  human  race.  All  thefe  de- 
vices are  m  truth  but  too  much  like  the  fa- 
brications of  man,  when  compared  with  the 
works  of  the  Supreme  Being;  clumfy,  yet 
weak  in  the  execution  of  their  purpofe,  and 
fiflti  of  contradiftory  principles  and  jarring 
movements. 

I  MIGHT  here  enlarge  with  pleafure  on  the 
unrivalled  excellence,  in  this  very  view,  of 
the  conftitution  under  which  we  live  in  this 
happy  country;  and  point  out  how,  more 
perhaps  than  any  which  ever  exited  upon 
earth,  it  is  fo  framed,  as  to  provide  at  the 
fame  time  for  keeping  up  a  due  degree  of 
public  fpirit,  and  yet  for  preferving  unim- 
paired the  quietnefs,  and  comfort,  and  cha- 
rities of  private  life ;  how  it  even  extra6l5 
from  felfiflinefs  itfelf  many  of  the  advantages 

(a)  Sise  cfpccially  that  great  hiftorian,  Ferguson,  who> 
in  his  Eilay  on  Civil  Society,  endeavours  to  vindicate  the 
caufe  of  heroUin  from  the  cenfure  conveyed  by  the  poet : 

^  From  Macedonia's  madman  to  the  Swede/* 

which, 
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which,  under  lefs  happily  conftruQed  forms 
of  government,  public  fpirit  only  can  fupply. 
But  fiich  a  political  difcuflion,  however  grate- 
ful to  a  Britifli  mind,  would  here  be  out  of 
place.  It  is  rather  our  bufinefs  to  remark, 
how  much  Chriftianity  in  every  way  fets  her- 
fclf  in  direft  hoftility  to  felfiflmefs,  the  mor- 
tal d'lflemper  of  political  communities  ;  and 
confequently,  how  their  welfare  muft  be  in- 
separable from  her  prevalence.  It  might,  in- 
deed be  almofl  dated  as  the  main  obJe6l  and 
chief  concern  of  Chriftianity,  to  root  tmt 
our  natural  felfiflinefs,  and  to  redify  the 
falfe  ftandard  which  it  impofes  on  us  ;  with 
views,  however,  far  higher  than  any  which 
concern  merely  our  temporal  and  ibcial  well- 
being  ;  to  bring  us  to  a  juft  eftimate  of  our- 
felves,  and  of  all  around  us,  and  to  a  due  im- 
preflion  of  the  various  claims  and  obligations 
refulting  from  the  different  relations  in  which 
we  ftand.  Benevolence,  enlarged,  vigorous, 
operative  benevolence,  is  her  mafter  prin- 
ciple. Moderation  in  temporal  purfuits  and 
enjoyments,  comparative  indifference  to  the 
ifliie  of  worldly  projefts,  diligence  in  the  dif^ 
charge  of  perfonal  and  civil  duties,  refigna- 
tion  to  the  will  of  God,  and  patience  under 
all  the  difpenfations  of  his  Providence,  are 
among  her  daily  lefTons.     Humility  is  one  of 

the 
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the  eflential  qualities^  which  her  precepts  moil: 
diredlly  and  ftrongly  enjoin,  and  which  all 
her  various  dodrines  tend  to  call  forth  and 
cultivate  ;  and  humility  lays  the  deepeft  and 
fureft  grounds  for  benevolence.  In  whatever 
clafs  or  order  of  fbciety  Chriftianity  prevails^ 
(he  fets  herfelf  to  rectify  the  particular  faults, 
or,  if  we  would  fpeak  more  diftinftly,  to 
counteraft  the  particular  mode  of  felfiflinefs, 
to  .which  that  clafs  is  liable.  Affluence  flic 
teaches  to  be  liberal  and  beneficent  ;  autho- 
rity, to  bear  its  faculties  with  meeknefs,  and 
to  confider  the  various  cares  and  obligations 
belonging  to  its  elevated  flat  ion  as  being 
conditions  on  which  that  ftation  is  conferred. 
Thus,  foftening  the  glare  of  wealth,  and  mo- 
derating the  infolence  of  power,  flie  renders 
the  inequalities  of  the  Ibcial  ftate  lefs  galling 
to  the  lower  orders,  whom  alfo  fhe  inftruds,  in 
their  turn,  to  be  diligent,  humble,  patient : 
reminding  them  that  their  more  lowly  path 
has  been  allotted  to  them  by  the  hand  of  God ; 
that  it  is  their  part  faith|ully  to  difcharge  its 
duties,  and  contentedly  to  bear  its  inconve- 
niences ;  that  the  prefent  ftatc  of  things  is 
very  fliort ;  that  the  objefts,  about  which 
worldly  men  conflidl  fo  eagerly,  are  not  worth 
the  conteft ;  that  the  peace  of  mind,  which 
Religion  offers  to  all  ranks  indifcriminately, 

affords 
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affords  more  true  fatisfa6iion  than  all  the  ex-» 
penfive  pleafures  which  are  beyond'  the  poor 
man's  reach;  that  in  this  view,  however, 
the  poor  have  the  advantage,  and  that  if  their 
fuperiors  enjoy  more  abundant  conoLforts,  they 
are  alfo  expofed  to  many  temptations  from 
which  the  inferior  claffes  arc  happily  ex- 
empted ;  that  "  havmg,  food  and  raiment, 
**  they  (hould  be  therewith  content,*'  for  that 
their  fituation  in  hfe,  with  all  its  evils,  is  bet- 
ter than  they  have  deferved  at  the  hand  of 
God  ;  finally,  that  all  human  diftindions  will 
foon  be  done  away,  and  the  true  followers  of 
Chrift  will  all,  as  children  of  the  fame  Fa- 
ther,  be  alike  admitted  to  the  poffeffion  of  the 
fame  heavenly  inheritance.  Such  are  the 
bleffed  efFefts  of  Chriftianity  on  the  temporal 
well-being  of  political  communities. 

But  the  Chriftianity  which  can  produce 
efFeils  like  thefe  muft  be  real,  not  nominal, 
deep,  not  fliperficial.  Such  then  is  the  Reli- 
gion we  (hould  cultivate,  if  we  would  realize 
thefe  pleafing  (peculations,  and  arrefl  the 
progre(s  of  political  decay.  But  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances  of  this  country,  it  is  a 
farther  reafbn  for  endeavouring  to  cultivate 
this  vital  Chriftianity,  ftill  cpnfidering  its  ef- 
fe6ls  merely  in  a  political  view,  that,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  all  human  appearance,  we  muft 
either  have  this  or  none :  unlefs  the  preva- 
lence of  this  be  in  fome  degree  reftored,  we 
are  likely,  not  only  to  lofe  all  the  advantages 
which  we  might  have  derived  from  true 
Chriftianity,  but  to  incur  all  the  manifold 
evils  which  would  relult  from  the  abfence  of 
all  religion. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  it  be  remarked,  that 
a  weakly  principle  of  Religion,  (and  even 
fuch  an  one,  in  a  political  view,  is  produftive 
of  many  advantages,)  though    its   exiftence 
may  be  prolonged   if   all  external  circum- 
ftances  favour  its  continuance,  can  hardly  be 
kept  alive,  when  the  ftate  of  things  is  fo  un- 
favourable to  vital  Religion,  as  it  muft  be 
confefled  to  be  in  our  condition  of  fociety. 
Nor  is  it  merely  the  ordinary  effefts  of  a  ftate 
of  wealth  and  prolpcrity  to  which  wc  here 
allude.      Much  alfo'  may  juftly  be   appre^ 
bended,  from  that  change  which  has  taken 
place  iu  our  general  habits  of  thinking  and 
feeling,  concerning  the  iyftems  and  opinions 
of  former  times.     At  a  lefV  advanced  period 
of  fociety,  indeed,  .  the. Religion  of  the  ftat^ 
will  be  generally  accepted,  though  it  be  not 
felt  in  its  vital  power.     It  was  the  Religion 
of  our  forefathers  :  with  the  bulk  it  b  on 

£  e  thftt 
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that  account  entitled  to  reverence,    and  its 
authority  is  admitted  without  queftion.     The 
cftablifliment  in  which  it  llibfifts  pleads  the 
fame  prefcription,  and   obtains  the  lame  re- 
fpeft.     But  in  our  days,  things  are  very  dif- 
ferently circumftanced.    Not  merely  the  blind 
prejudice  in  favour  of  former  times,  but  even 
the  proper  refpeft  for  them,  and  the  rcafbn- 
able  prefumption  in  their  favour,  has  abated. 
Still  Icfs  will  the  idea  be  endured,  of  any 
fyftcm  being  kept  lip,  when  the  impofhire  is 
fe^n  through  by  the  higher  orders,  for  the 
fake  of  retaining  the  common  people  in  fub- 
jeftion.     A  fyftefn,  if  not  fupported  by  a  real 
perfuafion  of  its  truth,  will  fall  to  the  ground. 
Thus  it  not  uii frequently  happens,  that  in  a 
Itlore  advanced  ftate  of  fbcicty,  a   religious 
tftabHfhment  muft  be  indebted  for  its  iupport 
%  that  very  Religion,  which  in  earlier  times 
^t  foftfefed  and  protefted ;   as  the  \ycakncfs  of 
•Ibmc-aged  mother  is  luftained,  and  her  ex- 
^iflchce -lengthened,  by.  the  tender  affiduitics 
-of  the  child  whom  (he  had  reared  in  the  help- 
^effhefe  of  infancy.   So  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
'unlcfs  thiire  be  reinfufed  into  the  mafs  of  oulr 
^fociety,  fomething  of  that  principle,  which 
^animated  our  ecclefiaftical  iyftcm  in  its  earlier 
tfeys,  it  is  vain  for  us  to  hope  that  the  cfta* 
•blifhment  will  very  long  continiie :   for  tht;* 
8  anomaly 
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anomaly  will  not  much  longer  be  borne,  of 
an  efiablifhment,  the  aSlual  principles  of  the 
bulk  of  whole  members,  and  even  teachers, 
are  fo  extremely  different  from  jthofe  which 
it  profeffes.  But  in  proportion  as  vital  Chrif- 
tianity  can  be  revived,  in  that  fame  propor- 
tion the  church  eftablifhment  is  ftrengthened ; 
for  the  revival  of  vital  Chriftianity  \%  the 
veryxeinfufion  of  which  we  have  beenfpeak* 
ing.  This  is  the  very  Chriftianity  on  which 
our eftaWifhment is  founded;  and  that^which 
her  Articles,  and  Honiilies,  and  Liturgy, 
teach  throughout. 

But  if,  when  the  reign  of  prejudice,  and 
even  of  honeft  prepoffefliQn,  and  of  grateful 
veneration,  is  no  more  (for  by  thefe  almoft 
any  lyftem  may  generally  be  fopported,  be- 
fore a  ftate,  having  pafled  the  period  of  its 
maturity,  is  verging  to  its  decline)  ;  if  there 
are  any  who  think  that  a  dry,  unanimated^ 
Religion,  like  that  which  is  now  profeffed 
by  nominal  ChrifUans,  can  hold  its  place ; 
much  nK)re,  that  it  can  be  revived  among 
the  general  mais  of  xttankind,  it  may  be  af- 
firmed, that^  arguing  merely  on  human  prin-^ 
ciples,  they  know  little  c^  human  nature. 
The  kind  of  Religion  which  we  have  recom* 
tfieilded,  whatever  opinion  4na/  be  enter- 

£0^  a  tained 
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tained  conccriiing  its  truth,  and  to  fay  no* 
thing  of  the  agency  of  Divine  Grace,  muft 
at  leaft  be  conceded  to  be  the  only  one  which 
is  at  all  ill  fuited  to  make  impreflion  upon  the 
lower  orders,  by  ftrongly  interefting  the  paA 
lions  of  the  human  mind.  If  it  be  thought 
that  a  fyftem  of  ethics  may  regulate  the  con- 
duft  of  the  higher  clafles  ;  luch  an  one  is  al- 
together unfuitable  to  the  lower,  who  muft 
be  worked  upon  by  their  afFedlions,  or  they 
will  not  be  worked  upon  at  all.  The  ancients 
were  wifer  than  ourielves,  and  never  thought 
of  governing  the  community  in  general  by 
their  leflbns  of  philofophy.  Thefe  leffons 
were  confined  to  the  fchools  of  the  learned ; 
while  for  the  million,  a  fyftem  of  Religion, 
fiich  as  it  was,  was  kept  up,  as  alone  adapted 
Appwito     to  their  groffer  natures.    If  this  reafoning  fail 

experience.  .  °  ^ 

to  convince,  we  may  lafely  appeal  to  expe- 
rience. Let  the  Socinian  and  the  moral 
teacher  of  Chriftianity  come  forth,  and  tell 
us  what  efFeds  t/iey  have  produced  on  the 
lower  orders.  They  themfelves  will  hardly 
;deny  the  iriefficacy  of  their  inftrudions.  ,But, 
tleffed  be  God,  the  Religion,  which  we  re- 
commend, has  proved  its  correlpondence  with 
the  charafter  originally  given  of  Chriftianit)', 
that  it  was  calculated  for  the  poor ;  by  chaxig* 
ing  the  whole  condition  of  the  mafs  of  fo- 

cicty 
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ciety  in  many  of  the  mofl:  populous  diftrids 
in  this  and  other  countries  ;  and  by  bringing 
them  from  being  fcenes  of  almoft  unexampled 
wickednels  and  barbarifin,  to  be  eminent  for 
ibbriety,  decency,  induftry,  and,  in  fliort,  for 
whatever  can  render  men  ufeful  members  of 
civil  fociety. 

If  indeed,  through  the  bleflins:  of  Provi-  Political 

dence,    a  principle  of  true  Religion  ftiould  in  tca$  from 

any  confiderable  degree  gain  ground,  there  is  of%S^^* 

no  eftimating  the   effeds  on  public  morals,  ty^^^J^^J^ 

and  the  confequent  influence  on  our  political  ?«« ^rom 

^velfare.     Thefe  effe6ls  are  not  merely  nega-  acciioc, 

tive  :  though  it  would  be  much,   merely  to 

check  the  farther  progrefs  of  a  gangrene^ 

which  is  eating  out '  the  very  vital  principles 

of  our  fecial  and  political  exiftence.     The 

general  ftandard   of   morality  formerly   de- 

Icribed  would  be  rajfed,   it  would  at  leaft  be 

fuftained  and  kept   for  a  while  from  farther 

depreflion.    The  efteem  which  religious  cha- 

rafters  would  perfbnally  attraft,  would  extend 

to  the  lyftem  which  they  (hould  hold,  and  to 

the  eftabliihment  of  which  they  fhould  be 

members.   Thefe  are  all  merely  natural  con- 

fequences.    But  to  thofe  who  believe  in  a  fu- 

perintending  Providence,   it  may  be  added^ 

that  the  bleflSng  of  God  might  be  drawn  down 

E  c  3  Bpon 
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CHAP,   upon  our  country,  and  tht  ftroke  of  his  anger 
'^'*       be  for  a  while  lufpendcd. 

Let  us  be  fpared  the  painful  tafk  of  trac- 
ing, on  the  contrary,  the  fatal  confequences 
of  the  extinftion  of  Religion  among  us. 
They  are  indeed  fjich  as  no  man,  who  is  ever 
fo  little  interefted  for  the  welfare  of  his  coun- 
try, can  contemplate  without  the  deepeft 
concern.  The  very  lofs  of  our  church  cftab- 
lifliment,  though,  as  in  all  human  in/b'tu- 
tions,  ibme  defefts  may  be  found  in  it,  would 
in  itfclf  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  con- 
fequences. No  prudent  man  dares  haftily 
{)ronounce  how  far  its  deftruftion  might  not 
^eatly  endanger  cur  civil  inftitutions.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  prove,  that  the  want 
of  it  would  alfo  be  in  the  higheft  degree  in* 
jurious  to  the  caufe  of  Chriftianity  ;  and  ftill 
more,  that  it  would  take  away  what  appears 
from  experience  to  be  one  of  the  moft  pnK 
bable  means  of  its  revival.  To  what  a  de- 
gree might  even  the  avowed  principles  of 
men,  not  altogether  without  Religion,  de- 
cline, when  our  ineftimable  Liturgy  fhould 
ho  longer  remain  .  in  ufe  !  a  Liturgy  juftly 
ineftimable,  which  continually  lets  before  us 
a  faithful  model  of  the  Chriftian's  belief,  and 
pradice,  and  language ;  reftraining  us,  as  far 

as 
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IIS  reftrgtint  is  poflible,  from  exceffive  (ievia- 
tions ;  furniihiixg  us  with  abimdant  inftrucr 
tion  when  we  would  return  into  the  right 
path;  affording  an  advantage-ground  of  no 
little  value,  to  fuch  inftrudors  ^s  fliU  adhere 
to  the  good  old  principles  of  the  Church  of 
lEngland  ;  in  fliort,  d^ily  Ihaoimg  us,  by  pre- 
ferring a  living  reprefentation.of  the  opinions 
and  habits  of  better  tipies,  as  fbme  hiftorical 
record,  which  reproaches  a  degenerate  pofte*  , 
rity,  by  exhibiting  the  worthier  deeds  of  their 
progenitors,  lu  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  to  what 
a  depth  public  morals  might  ixnk,  may  be  an- 
ticipated by  thoie  who  confider  what  Vi^oul4 
then  be  the  condition  of  fbciety ;  who  refje^l 
how  bad  principles  and  vicious  conduft  mur 
Jually  aid  each  other*s  operation,  and  how,  iii 
partijcular,  the  forqpier  make  fure  the  ground 
which  the  latter  pciay  have  gained ;  who  ^:e.- 
njember,  that  in  the  lower  orders,  the  l}'ftem 
of  honour,  and  the  refpoufibility  of  charader, 
are  wanting,  which  in  the  fuperior  clafles,   in 
fome  poor  degrep,  iupply  the  place  of  highef 
principles.     It  is  well  for  the   happinefs  of 
mankind,  that   (uch  a  community  could  nof 
long  fubiiil.     The  cement  of  fociety  beiiig 
no  more,  the  ftate  would  foon  be  diflblved 
into  individuality. 

Ee  4  '  Let 
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Let  it  not  be  vainly  imagined,  that  onr 
ftate  of  civilization  muft  prevent   the  moral 
degeneracy  here  threatened.     A  neighbour- 
ing nation  has  lately  furnifhed  a  lamentable 
proof,  that  fuperior   polifh  and  refinement 
may  well  confift  with  a  very  large  meafiire  of 
deprstvity.     But  to  appeal  to  a  ftill  more  de* 
cifive  inftance  t  it  may  be  feen  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  latter  years  of  the  moft  celebrated  of 
the  Pagan  nations,  that  the  higheft  degrees  of 
civilization  and  refinement  are  by  no  means 
infeparablc  from  the  moft  fhocking  depravity 
of  morals.     The  fa£l  is  certain,  and  the  ob- 
vious inference  with  regard  to  ourfelves  can- 
not  be  denied.     The  caufe  of  this  ftrange 
phaenoraenon,   (fuch  it  really  appears  to  ouf 
view)  for  which  the  natural  corruption  of  man 
might  hardly  feem  to   account  fufEciently, 
has  been  explained  by  an   infpired  writer. 
Speaking  of  the  moft  poliflied  nations  of  an- 
tiquity, he  obferves;   '*  Becaufe  when  they 
^*  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God, 
*^  and  were  not  folicitous  fa)  to  retain  him  in 
**  their  knowledge,  he  gave  them  over  to  a 
"  reprobate  mind.'*    Let  us  then  beware,  and 
take  warning  from  their  example  :   let  us  not 

{a)  Such  feems  to  be  the  juft  rendering  of  the  word 
which  our  Teftament  tranflates,  "  did  not  like  to  retain  God 
^  in  their  knowledge/* 

fuffer 
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fijfFer  our  felf  love  to  beguile  us:   let  us  not    chap. 
vainly  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  although  pro-       v'* 
iperity  and  wealth  may  have  caufed  us  to  relax 
a  little  too  much,  in  thofe  more  ferious  duties 
which  regard  our  Maker,  yet  that  we  (hall 
flop  where  we  are ;  or,  at  leaft,  that  we  can 
never  fink  into  the  fame  ftate  of  moral  depra- 
vation.    Doubtlefs  we  fhould  fink  as  low,  if 
God  were  to  give  us  up  alfo  to  our  own  ima- 
^nations.     And  what   ground  have  we  to 
think  he  will  not  ?  If  we  would  reafbn  juftly, 
we  ihould  not  compare  ourfelves  with  the 
ftate  of  the  Heathen  world  when  at  its  worft  ; 
but  with  its  ftate  at  that  period,  when,  for 
its  forge tfulnefs  of  God,  and  its  ingratitude 
towards  him,  it  was  fufFered  to  fall,  till  at 
length  it  reached  that  worft,  ifs  ultimate  point 
of  depreflion.     The  Heathens  had  only  rea- 
fon  and  natural  confcierice  to  direft  them : 
we  enjoy,  fuperadded  to  thefe,  the  clear  light 
of  Golpel  revelation,  and  a  diftinft  declara- 
tion of  God's  dealings  with  them,  to  be  a  let- 
fon  for  our  inftruftion.     How  then  can  wc 
but  believe  that  if  we,  enjoying  advantages  fbi 
much  fiiperior  to  their's,  are  alike  forgetful  of 
our  kind  Benefa6lor,  we  alfo  fhall  be  left  to 
ourfelves  ?  and  if  fo  left,   what  reafbn  can  be 
affigped  why  we  ftiould  not  fall  into  the  fame 
enormities  ? 

What 
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What  then  is  to  be  daiie  I  The  inquiry  is 
of  the  firft  importance,  and  the  general  ^<« 

p  aaicai     ^^^^  '^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  difficult.— The  caufcs  and 
hints  for      nature  of  the  decay  of  Religion  and  morals 

thecondu£l  r  m    '        \        •     t  i  /- 

of  men  in    among  US   lumcientiy   indicate    the    coiurle^ 

SSTcafe^dF   which,  on  principles  of  found  policy^  it  is  in 

^g^ri     ^^^  higheft  degree  expedient  for  us  to  piirfuc* 

^l^^        The  diftemper  of  which,  as  a  community,  we 

iUt^mpnts.'  are  lick,  (hould  be  confidered  rather  as "^  moral 

than  a  poHtical  malady.    How  much  has  this 

been  forgotten  by  the  difputants  of  modern 

times  !  and  accordingly,  how  tranfient  may  he 

expeded  to  be  the  good  efFe6ts  of  the  beft  of 

their  publications  !    We  fhould  endeavour  to 

tread  back  our  fteps.  Every  effort  (hould  bcufcd 

to  raile  the  deprefled  tone  of  public  morals. 

This  is  a  duty  particularly  incumbent  on  all 

who  are  in  the  higher  walk§  of  Ufe ;  and  it  is 

impoffible  not  to  acknowledge  the  obligations, 

which  in  this  reQ^eft  we  owe  as  a  nation,  to 

.  thofc  exalted  chara6ters,  whom  God  in  his 

undeferved  mercy  to  us  flill  fufFers  to  contioue 

on  the  throne,  and  who  fet  to  their  fubjefts 

a  pattern  of  decency  and  moderation  rarely 

feei>  in  their  elevated  Action, 

But  every  perfon  of  rank,  jand  fortune,  and 
abihties,  fhould  endeavour  in  like  manner  to 
pxhibit  a  finjilar  exan)ple,  and  recommend  it 

to 
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to  tlie  imitation  of  the  circle  in  which  he 
moves.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of  fbme  well- 
meaning  people,  that  by  giving,  as  far  as 
they  poffibly  could  with  innocence,  into  the 
cuftoms  and  praftices  of  irreligious  men,  they 
might  foften  the  prejudices  too  frequently 
taken  up  againft  Religion,  of  its  being  an 
iuftere  gloomy  fervice;  and  thus  fecure  a 
previous  favourable  impreflion  againft  any 
time,  when  they  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  or  enforcing  their  fentiments. 
This  is  always  a  queftionable,  and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  a  dangeroud  policy.  Manytnifchiev-* 
ous  confequences  neceflarily  refulting  from  it 
might  eafily  be  enumerated.  But  it  is  a  po- 
licy particularly  unfuitable  to  our  inconfide- 
rat4i^nd  diilipated  times,  and  to  the  lengths 
at  which  we  are  arrived.  In  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  the  moft  likely  n^eans  of  producing 
the  revuljion  which  is  required,  muft  be  boldly 
to  proclaim  the  diftinftion  between  the  adhe- 
rents of  **  God  and  Baal.**  The  expediency 
of  this  condu6l  in  our  prefent  fituation  is  conn 
firmed  by  another  confideration,  to  which  we 
have  before  had  occafion  to  refer.  It  is  this — ? 
that  when  toen  are  aware  that  fbmething  of 
difficulty  is  to  be  efFefted,  their  fpirits  rife  to 
the  level  of  the  encounter ;  they  make  uji 
their  minds  to  bear  hardfhips  and  brave  dan- 

eers. 
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CHAP,  gers,  and  to  perfevere  in  (pite  of  fatigue  and 
T— * .  oppofition :  whereas  in  a  matter  which  is 
regarded  as  of  eafy  and  ordinary  operation, 
they  are  apt  to  flumber  over  their  work,  and 
to  i^il  in  what  a  finall  effort  might  have  been 
fufficient  to  accomplifh,  for  want  of  having 
called  up  the  requifite  degree  of  energy  and 
ipirit.  Conformably  to  the  principle  which 
is  hereby  fiiggefted,  in  the  circumftances  ia 
which  we  are  placed,  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of  Reli- 
gion ihould  now  be  made  clear ;  the  fepara- 
tion  ihould  be  broad  and  obvious.  Let  him 
then,  who  wiflies  well  to  his  country,  no  lon- 
ger hefitate  what  courfe  of  conduft  to  purfue. 
The  queftion  now  is  not,  in  what  liberties  he 
might  warrantably  indulge  himfelf  in  another 
lituatioQ  ?  but  what  are  the  reftraints  on 
himfelf  which  the  exigencies  of  the  prefent 
times  render  it  advifable  for  him  to  impofe  ? 
Circumftanced  as  we  now  are,  it  is  more  than 
ever  obvious,  that  the  befi  man  is  the  trueji 
patriot. 

Nqr  is  it  only  by  their  perfonal  conduft, 
(though  this  mode  will  always  be  the  moft 
efficacious)  that  men  of  authority  and  influ- 
ence may  promote  the  caufe  of  good  morals. 
Let  them  m  their  feveral  ftations  encourage 

virtue 
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virtue  and  difcountenance  vice  in  others.  chap« 
Let  them  enfoj-ce  the  laws  by  which  the  wif-  v'* 
dom  of  our  forefathers  has  guarded  againft 
the  groffer  infractions  of  morals  ;  and  congra- 
tulate themfelves,  that  in  a  leading  fituation 
on  the  bench  of  juftice  there  is  placed  a  man, 
who,,  to  his  honour  be  it  Ipoken,  is  well  dif- 
pofed  to  aflift  their  efforts  (a).  Let  them 
favour,  and  take  part  in  any  plans  which, 
may  be  formed  for  the  advancement  of 
morality.  Above  all  things,  let  them  endea« 
vour  to  inftru6l  and  improve  the  rifing  gene- 
ration ;  that,  if  it  be  poffible,  an  antidote  may 
be  provided  for  the  malignity  of  th^t  venom, 
which  is  ftoring  up  in  a  neighbouring  coun- 
try. This  has  long  been  to  my  mind  the 
moft  formidable  feature  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  in  France ;  where,  it  is  to  be  feared,  a 
brood  of  moral  vipers,  as  it  were,  is  now 
hatching,  which,  when  they  fhall  have  at- 
tained to  their  mifchievous  maturity,  Jwill  .go 
forth  to  poifon  the  world.  But  fruitlefs  will 
be  all  attempts  to  luftain,  much  more  to  re- 
vive, the  fainting  caufe  of  morals,  unlefs  you 
can  in  feme  degree  reftore  the  prevalence  of 
Evangelical  Chriftianity.   It  is  m  morals  as  in 

(a)  It  is  a  gratification  to  the  writer's  perfonal,  as  well  as 
public  feelings,  to  pay  this  tribute  of  iefpeft  to  the  charai^er 
9f  Losrd  Chief  Juftic«  K£N yok. 

phyfics  J 
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phyfics  ;  iinlefs  the  fburce  of  pra6lical  princi- 
ples be  elevated,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt 
to  make  them  flow  on  a  high  level  in  their 
fufore  couiie.  You  may  force  them  for  a 
ti4iile  into  fome  conftrained  pofition,  but 
diey  win  ibon  drop  to  their  naturd  point  of 
depreflion.  By.  all,  therefore,  who  dre  fhidious 
of  their  countiy*s  welfare,  more  particularly 
by  all  who  defire  to  lupport  our  ecclefiaftical 
cftabtifhment,  every  effort  fhould  be  ufed  to 
revive  the  Chriftianity  of  our  better  days; 
The  attempt  ihould  efpecially  be  made  in 
the  cafe  of  the  paftors  of  the  Church,  whole 
fituation  muft  render  the  principles  which 
they  hold  a  matter  of  fupcreminent  ipaport- 
ance.  Wherever  thefc  teachers  have  ileadily 
and  zealoufly  inculcated  the  true  doftrines  of 
the  Church  of  England,  the  happieft  effeffe 
have  commonly  rewarded  their  labours.  And 
it  is  worth  obferving,  in  the  view  which  we 
are  now  taking,  that  thefe  men,  as  might 
naturally  be  expeded,  are,  perhaps  without 
exception,  friendly  to  our  ecclefiaftical  and 
civil  eftablifhments  ^aj;  and  confequcntlj, 
that  their  inftruftions  and  influence  tend 
diredlly^  as  well  as  indire&ly^  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  caufe  of  order  ai^  good  govern- 

(a)  This  IS  not  thrown  out  raflily,  but  aflcrtcd  on  the 
writer's  own  knowledge. 

ment* 
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ment.  Nor  (hould  it  be  forgotten  by  any 
who,  judging  with  the  abftrad  coldncfs  of 
mere  politicians,  might  doubt  whether,  by 
adopting  the  meafures  liere  recommended,  a 
religiorrs  warmth  would  not  be  called  into 
aftion, 'which  might  break  out  into  mrfchicv- 
ous  irregularities;  that  experience  proves  that 
an  eftablifliment  affords,  from  its  very  nature, 
the  happy  means  of  exciting  a  cbnfiderablc 
degree  of  fervour  and  animation,  and  at  the 
fame  time  of  reftraining  them  within  due 
bounds.  The  duty  of  encomriging  vital  Re- 
ligion in  the  Church  particularly  devolves 
on  all  who  have  the  dilpolal  of  eccleiiaftical 
preferment,  and  more  efpecially  on  the  dig- 
nitaries of  the  facred  order.  Some  of  thefe 
have  already  founded  the  alarm;  juftly  ccn- 
Hiring  the  praftice  cf  fuffering  Chriftianity 
to  degenerate  into  a  mere  ly ftem  of  ethicsj 
and  recommending  tiiore  attention  to  the 
peculiar  dodlrines  of  our  Religion.  In  our 
fchools,  in  our  univerfities,  let  the  ftudy  be 
encouraged  of  the  writings  of  thofe  venera- 
ble divines,  who  flourifhed  in  the  purer  times 
of  Chriftianity.  Let  even  a  confiderable 
proficiency  in  their  writings  be  required  of 
candidates  for  ordination.  Let  our  churches 
no  longer  witnefs  that  unfeemly  difcordauce, 
which  has  too  much  prevailed,  between  th^ 

prayers 
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c  HA  P.    prayers  which  precede,  and  the  {ermoii  which 
▼'•      follows. 

But  it  may  be  enough  to  have  briefly 
hinted  at  the  courfe  of  condudi,  which,  in 
the  prefent  circumflances  of  this  country, 
motives  merely  political  fhould  prompt  u« 
to  'purfiie.  To  all  who  have  at  heart  the 
national  welfare,  the  above  fuggeftions  are 
fblemnly  fubmitted.  They  have  not  been 
urged  altogether  without  mifgivings,  left  it 
fhould  appear,  as  though  the  concern  of  Eter- 
nity were  melted  down  into  a  mere  matter 
of  temporal  advantage,  or  political  expe-r 
diency.  But  fince  it  has  gracioufly  pleaied 
the  Supreme  Being  fo  to  arrange  the  confti* 
tution  of  things,  as  to  render  the  prevalence 
cf  true  Religion  and  of  pure  morality  con- 
ducive to  the  well-being  of  ftates,  and  the 
prefervation  of  civil  order;  and  fince  thefe 
fiibordinate  inducements  are  not  unfrequently 
held  forth,  even  by  the  facred  writers ;  it 
ieemed  not  improper,  and  fcarcely  liable  to 
mifconftrudlion,  to  liiggeft  inferior  motives 
to  readers,  who  might  be  lefs  diipofed  to 
liften  to  conliderations  of  a  higher  order. 

Would  to  God  that  the  courfe  of  con- 

■ 

duft  here  fuggefted  might  be  fairly  purfuedl 

Would 


PRESENT   STATE   6f   CHklSTlANITV.  43J 

Would  to  God  that  the  happy  confeqiiencea, 
Which  would  refult  from  the  principles  we 
have  recommended,  could  be  realized  ;  and 
^bove  all,  that  the  influence  of  true  Religion 
&)ul(l  be  extehfively  diffufed !  It  is  the  bei^ 
wilh  which  can  b^  forhi'ed  for  his  country, 
by  one  who  is  deeply  anxious  for  its  wcl» 
lare  :— 

Luccm  redde  tuam,  dux  bone,  pattriae  I 
Inftar  veris  enim  vultus  ubi  tuus 
AfFulfit  populo^  gratibr  it  die^ 
£t  foles  melius  oiteat; 


Ff 
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Prafiical  Hints    to  various   Defcriptions   of 

Perfons. 
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WUS  have  we  endeavoured  to  trace  ihc 
chief  defefts  of  the  religious  fyftem  of 
the  bulk  of  profeffed  Chriftlans  in  this  coun- 
try*   We  have  pointed  out  their  low  idea  of 
the  importance  of  Chriftianity  in  general ; 
their  inadequate  conceptions  of  all  its  lead- 
ing do&rines,  and  the  effed  hereby  naturally 
produced  in  relaxing  the  ftriftnefs  of  its  prac- 
tical fyftem ;  more  than  all,  we  have  remarked 
their  grand  fundamental  mifconception  of  its 
Difference    gcnius  and  effential  nature.     Let  not  there- 
^^J^J^     fore  the  difference  between  them  and  true 
??/*f2?^      believers  be  confidered  as   a  trifling  differ- 
otthcfirft    ence;   as  a  queftion  of  forms  or  opinions, 
tancc.        The  queftion  is  of  the  very  fubftance  of  Re- 
ligion ;  the  difference  is  of  the  moft  ferious 
and  momentous  amount.     We  muft  fpeak 
out.      I'heir  Chrijltanity  is  not   Chrijliamty. 
It  wants  the  radical  principle.     It  is  mainly 
defeftive  in  all  the  grand  copftituents.     Let 
them  no  longer  then  be  deceived  by  names 
in  a  matter  of  infinite  importance :  but  with 

humble 


'■-   ■  .      ... 

hiirrtbie  prayei*  to  the  Source  of  all  wirdorii} 

that  he  would  enlighten  their  underftandings, 

and  clear  their  hearts  froni  pfqtldicei  let 

them   ferioufly   ex^miiie    by   the.  Scripture 

ftandard  their  real  belief  arid  allowed  prac-  x 

tice,  and  they  will  become  fenfible  of  the 

fliallowilels  of  their  fcanty  iyftem; 

Ii^  throilgh  the  bluffing  of  Providence  on  ^p* « . 
any  thing  which  may  have  been  here  writte;i^  nation- 
there  fhould  be  any  whom  it  has  dilpofed  to  S^^'of 
this  important  duty  of  felf-iuquiry  ;  let  me  ^irt^SSu 
preyioufly  warn  them  to  be  well  aware  of  Our  ^^^ 
liatural  pronenefs  to  think  too  favourably  ot 
ourfelveSi     Selfiflmeis  is  ctae  of  the  priilcipat 
fruits  of  thd  Corruption  of  hiimaii  nature i 
and  it  is  obvious  that  feliifhnefs  difpofqi  'u$  ip   ' 
over-rate  our  good  qualities^  and  to  overlook 
or  extenuate  bur  defefts*     The  corruption  of 
human  tiature  therefore  being  admitted^  it  fol- 
lows undeniably^  that  in  all  our  reckoning 
if  we  would  form  a  juft  eftimate  of  oiir  cha- 
rafter*  we  muft  make  an  allowance  for  the 
efFeds  of  felfifhnefsi     It  is  alfo  another  ei^cS 
of  the  corruption  of  human  nature,  to  cloud 
our  nioral  (ight ^  and  blunt  our  moral  fepfibiiityj 
Something  muft  therefore  be  allowed  f6r  thi? 
efFed  likewife.    Doubtlefs^  the  perfe6l  purity 
of  the  Supreime  Being  makes  him  fee  in  us 

F  f  a  ftains« 
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ftaiiis,  far  more  in  number  and  deeper  in  dye, 
than  we  ourfclves  can  difcover.     Nor  fhould 
another  aweful  confideration  be   forgotten* 
When  we  look  into  ourfelves,  thofe  fins  only, 
into  which  we  have  lately  fallen,  are  com- 
monly apt  to  excite  any  lively  impreffion. 
Many  individual  adls  of  vice,  or  a  continued 
courfe  of  vicious  or  diffipatfed  conduft,  which, 
when  recent,  may  have  fmitten  us  with  deep 
remorfe,  after  a  few  pnonths  or  years  leave 
but  very  faint  traces  in  our  recoUeftion  ;  at 
leafl,  thofe  a£ls  alone  continue  to  flrike  us 
ftrohgly,    which  were  of  very    extraordi* 
.  nary  magnitude.     But  the  flrong  impreffioas 
.which  they  at  firfl  excited,   not  the  faded 
images  which  they  fiibfequently  prefent  to 
\is;  furnifh  the  true  meafure  of  their  guilt : 
and  to  the  pure  eyes  of  God,  this  guilt  mufi 
;always  have  appeared  far  greater  than  to  us. 
Now  to  the  Supreme  Being,  we  mufl  believe 
'that  there  is  no  pafl  or  future  ;  as  whatever 
^"wlll  bcy  fb  whatever  has  been^  is  retahied  by 
liim  in  prefent  and  unvarying  contemplation, 
continuing  always  to  appear  juft  the  lame  as 
at  the  firft  moment  of  its  happening.     Well 
'may  it  then  humble  us  in  the  fight  of  that 
'Being  "  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
"  iniquity  ;**lo  call  to  mind  that,  unlefs  our 
offences  have  been  blotted  out  by  our  obtain- 
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ing  an  intereft  in  the  fatisfaftjion  of  Chrift, 
through  true  repentance  and  lively  faith,  we 
appear  before  him  clofhed  with  the  fins  of 
our  whole  lives,  ip  all  their  original  depth  of 
colouring,    and    with  all   the  aggravations, 
which  we  no  longer  particularly  remember, 
but  which,  in  general,  we,  perhaps,  may  re- 
coUeft  to  have  once  filled  us  with  fhame  and 
confufion  of  face.     The  writer  is  the  rather ' 
defirous  of  enforcing  this  refleftionj  becayfe^^ 
he  can  truly  declare,  that  he  has  found  no" 
confideration  {o  efficacious  in  producing  in  ^ 
his  own  mind  the  deepeft  felf-abaiement, 

In  treating  of  the  fources  of  the  errbru^oys 
eftimates  which  wp  form  of  pur  religiovi3 
and  moral  chara6ler,  it  may  not,  perhajps,  be  . 
without  its  ufes  to  take  this  pccafion  of 
pointing  out  fome  other  cgmmop  Iprines  of 
ielf-deception.  Many  perlbns,  as  was  for?- 
mcrly  hinted^  are  piifbd  by  thp  favourable  ^ 
opinions  entertained  of  them  by  others ; 
many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  miftake  a  hot  zeal 
for  orthodoxy,  for  a  cordial  s^cceptance  of 
the  great  truths  of  the  Gofpel ;  and  almpft 
all  of  us,  at  one  time  or  other,  are  more  ojr 
lefs  mifled  by  confounding  the  fuggeftions  of 
the  underftanding  with  the  impulles  of  the 
>viil,  the  affent  which  our  judgement  gives 

f{^  to 
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fSRAP.    to  religious  and  moral  truths,  with  ^  hearty 
belief  and  apprqbation  of  them. 


.TII. 


Outgrow-        There  is  another  frequent  fburce  of  felfT 
mtkif       deception,  which  is  produ6liye  of  fq  much . 
owlS^    mifchief  in  life,  that,  though  it  may  appear  to 
Sr^Hk-  ^^^  t^  ^"^^  degree  of  repetition,  if  woul4 
ij2  of  dl    \^  highly  improper  to  omit  the  mention  of 
it  in  this  place.     That  we  may  be  the  better  ^ 
underf!o6d,  it  may  be  proper  to  premife,  that 
certain  particular  vices,    and   likewife   that 
certain  particular  goo<i  ?nd  aipiable;  quali- , 
tics,  fpem  naturally  to  belong  to  certain  par-  . 
ticular  peripds  and  conditions  of  life.     Now, 
if  we  would  reafon  fairly  in  eftipiating  pur 
moral  chara6ler,  we  ought  to  examine  our-  . 
felves  with  reference  to  that  particular  ^*  fin 
**  which  does  mpft  eafily  befet  us,''  not  tq 
fome  other  fin  to  which  we  are  not  neaily 
£6  much  liable.     And  in  like  manner,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  ought  not  to  account  it  mat- 
ter of  much  felf-complacency,  if  we  find  in 
our  felves  that  good  and  amiable  quality  which 
naturally  belongs  to  our  period  or  condition  j 
but  rather  look  for  fbme  lefs  ambigupus  fign 
of  a  real  internal  principle  of  virtue.     But 
we  are  very  apt  to  reverfe  thele  rules  of  judg- 
ing ;  we  are  very  apt,  on  the  one  hand,  both 
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in  ourfelves  and  In  others,  to  excufe  "  the^ 
^'  befetting  fin,**  taking  and  giving  credit  for 
beins:  exempt  from  others,  to  which  v^e  or 
they  are  lefs  liable;  and  on  the  other  hand,, 
to  value  ourfelves  extremely  on  our  poflellioii  ^ 
of  the  good  or  amiable   quality  which  na- 
turally belongs  to  us,  and  to  require  no  more  T 
fatisfaftory  evidence  of  xJa^  fufficiency  2X  leaft. 
of  our  moral  charafter.     The  bad  efFefts  of 
this  partiality  ar^  aggravated  by  the  praf^ice, 
to  which  we  are  fadly  prone,  of  being  con* . 
tented,  when  we  take  a  hafty  view  of  our- 
felves*  with  negative  evidences  of  our  ftate: 
thinking  it  very  well  if  we  are  not  ihocked 
by  Ibme  ereat  adual  tranfereffioiu  inftcad  of 
looking  for  the  pofitive  ligns  oi  a  trpe  Chril- ' 
jian,  as  laid  down  in  the  holy  Scripture. 

But  thje  fburce  of  felf-deception,  which  it^^ 
is   mpre  particularly  our  prelent  objeft    tp  ^ 
point  out,  is  a  difpofition  to  confider  as  a  con- 
queft  of  any  particular  vice,  our  merely  for-  ^ 
faking  it  on  pur  quitting  the  period  or  con- 
dition of  life  to  which  that  vice  belongs; 
when  perhaps  alfp  wg,  fubflitute  for  it  the, 
vice  of  the  new  period  or  .cpndition  oa^whicli> . 
we  are  entering,.  We  thus  miftake  oyr  merely 
outgrowing  our  vices,  or  pur  relinquifhing 
them  froiri  fojne  chaijge  in  our  worldly  cir- 

F  f  4  cumftances, 
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A  p.    cumilaiices,  for  a  thorough,  or  at  leaft  for  j^ 
"•      fuflScient,  reformation* 

But  this  topic  deferves  to  be  viewed  a  lit* 
de  fxiore  clofely.  Young  people  may,  with- 
cnit  much  offence,  be  inconfiderate  and  difli? 
pat^d ;  the  youth  of  one  fex  may  indulge  oct 
c?ifionally  in  liceptioys  excefles ;  thofe  of  the 
other  may  be  lupremely  given  up  to  vanity 
and  plealurei  yet,  provided  that  they  aie 
fweet  tempered,  and  open,  and  not  difbbedi- 
cnt  to  their  parents  or  other  fliperiors,  the  for- 
mer are  deemed  gOO(i  hearted  young  men,  the 
latter,  innocent  young  women*  Thofe  who 
Icve  them  beft  have  no  folicitude  about  their 
fpiritual  intcrefts:  and  it  would  be  deemed 
ftrangely  ftrift  in  themfelves,  or  in  others,  to 
doubt  of  their  becoming  more  religious  as 
they,  advance  in  life;  to  fpeak  of  them  ^s 
being  aftually  under  the  divine  difpleafure; 
or,  if  their  lives  ihould  be  in  danger,  to  en- 
tertain any  apprehenfions  concerning  their 
future  deftiny.  ' 

They  grow  older,  and  marry.  The 
fame  licentioufnefs,  which  was  formerly 
confidered  in  young  men  as  a  venial  frailty, 
is  now  no  longer  regarded  in  the  hufband 
and  the  father  as  compatible  with  the  cha- 
ra6ler  of  a  decently  religious  man.      The 

"  language 
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language  is  of  this  fort ;  *'  they  have  fown 
^^  their  wild  oats,  they  muft  now  reform, 
*f  and  be  regular f^*  Nor  perhaps  is  the  fame 
manifeft  predominance  of  vanity  and  difUpaT 
tlon  deemed  innocent  in  the  niatxon :  but  if 
they  are  kind  refpeftively  iij  their  conjugal 
apd  parental  relations,  gnd  are  tolerably  regu- 
lar and  decent,  they  pafs  for  mighty  gooJJbrt 
cf  people:  and  it  wovdd  be  altogether  unneceC- 
fary  forupulofity  in  them  to  doubt  of  their 
coming  up  to  the  requifitions  of  the  divine 
law,  as  far  as  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  world 
can  be  expefted  frpm  human  frailty.  Their 
hearts,  however^  are  perhaps  no  more  than 
before  fupremely  fet  on  the  great  work  of 
their  lalvation,  but  are  chiefly  bent  on  in- 
frreafing  their  fortunes,  or  railing  their  fa- 
milies. Meanwhile  they  congratulate  them** 
felves  on  their  having  amended  from  vices, 
w  hich  they  are  no  longer  ftrongly  tempted 
to  commit,  or  their  abftaining  from  which 
oijght  not  to  be  too  confidently  aflumed  as  a 
teJk  of  the  ftrength  of  the  religious  principle, 
fmce  the  commifTion  of  them  would  preju- 
dice their  charafters,  and  perhaps  mjurc 
their  fortune  in  life. 

pLD  age  has  at  length  made  its  advances. 
Now,  if  ever,  we  might  expeft  that  it  would 

be 
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CHAP,  be  deemed  high  time  to  make  eternal 
yi*»  things  the  main  objefl:  of  attention.  No  fiich 
thing!  There  is  ftill  an  appropriate  good 
quality,  the  prefejice  of  whiiph  caln^s  the 
difquietude,  and  fatisiies  the  reqnifitions  both 
oF  thepifelves  and  of  thofe  around  them. 
It  is  now  required  of  them  that  thejr  ihould 
be  good  natured  and  cheerftil,  indulgent  to 
the  frailties  and  folli?s  of  the  young ;  remcm? 
bcring,  that  when  young  themfclvei  tlicy 
gave  into  the  fame  pradljces.  How  oppofitd 
this  to  that  dread  of  fin,  which  is  the  furc 
charaderiftic  of  the  true  Chriftian;  which 
caufes  him  to*  look  back  upon  the  vices  of 
his  own  youthful  days  with  ihame  and  for? 
row ;  and  which,  inftead  of  conceding  to 
young  people  to  be  wild  and  thoughtleis,  as  * 
a  privilege  belonging  to  their  age  and  cu>  * 
cumftances,  prompts  him  to  warii  them 
againft  what  had  proved  to  himfelf  matter 
of  fuch  bitter  retrolpeftion !  Thus,  through- 
out the  whole  of  life,  fome  means  or  other 
are  devifed  for  ftifling  the  voice  of  confcience. 
*'  We  cry  peace  while  there  is  no  peace  ?'* 
arid  both  to  ourielves  and  others  that  com- 
placency is  furnifhed,  whith  ought  only  to 
proceed  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  being  recon-f 
cikd  to  God,  and  a  hunible  hope  of  our  pofr 
feffing  his  favour, 

I  KNOW 
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I  KNOW  that  thefe  fentiments  will  b^  term-? 
fid  ^mcharitable ;  but  I  muft  not  be  deterred 
by  fach  an  imputation,  It  is  time  to  have  * 
done  with  that  fenfalefs  c^t  of  charity,  ^SiS 
whi?h  infults  the  underftandirigs,  and  trifles  «^«r. 
with  the  feelings,  of  thofe  who  are  really  con* 
perked  for  the  happinefs  of  their  fellow* 
creatures.  What  matter  of  keerireriaorfe*^ 
aod  of  bitter  felf-reproaches^  are  they  fl:6rihg 
up  for  their  future  torment,  who  are  them- 
felves  thp  miferable  dupes  of  fuch  mifguided 
charity,  or  who,  being  charged  with  the  of- 
fice of  watching  over  the  eternal  interefts  of 
their  children  or  relations,  fuffer  themfelves 
to  be  lulled  afleep,  or  beguiled  by  liich  (hal- 
low realpnings  into  .:^aring  themfelves  the 
momentary  pain  of  executing  their  important 
dxxty !  Charity,  mdeed,  is  partial  to  the  ob- 
je6l  of  her  regard  ;,  and  where  aftions  are  of 
a  doubtful  quality,  this  partiality  difpofes  her 
to  refer  them  to  a  good,  rather  than  to  a  bad 
motive.  She  is  apt  alio  fbmewhat  to  exag- 
gerate naerits,  and  to  fee  amiable  qualities, 
in  a  light  more  favourable  than  that  which 
flridly  belongs  to  them.  But  true  charity  is 
wakeful^  fervent,  full, of  Iblicitude,  full  of 
good  oflices,  not  fo  eafily  fatisfied,  not  fb  ready 
to  believe  that  every  thing  is  going  on  well 
ps  a  matter  of  courfe  ;  but  jealous"  of  mif^ 

chief, 
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cffAF.  chie^  apt  to  fufpcft  danger,  and  prompt  to 
vn.  extend  relief,  Thefe  arc  the  iymptoms* 
by  whif h  genuine  regard  will  raanifeft  itr 
felf  ii>  a  wife  or  a  fno&er,  in  the  cafe 
of  )the  SoJi/y  health  of  the  objeft  of  her 
affedions.  And  where  there  is  any  real 
cgncem  for  thc^/W/«^a/interefts  of  others,  it 
is  chara6leri^d  by  the  fame  infallible  marks. 
That  wretched  quality,  by  which  the  iacred 
name  of  charity  ;s  now  fo  generally  and  Iq 
fajfely  ufurped,  is  no  other  than  indifference; 
which,  againft  the  plaincft  evidence,  or  at 
le^ft  where  there  is  ftrong  ground  of  apprer 
hcnfion,  is  eafily  contented  to  believe  that  all 
goes  well,  becjiufe  it  has  no  anxieties  to  allay, 
no  fears  to  reprefs.  It  undergoes  no  alter- 
nation of  paffions;  it  is  not  at  one  time 
flufhed  with  hope,  nor  at  another  chilled  by 
difappointment^ 

To  a  poniidcr^te  and  feeling  mind,  there  is 
fbmething  4^cply  afflifting,  in  feeing  the  en-r 
gaging  cheerfulnefs  and  cloudlefs  gaiety  in^ 
cident  to  youth,  welcomed  as  a  fufficient  in- 
dication of  internal  purity  by  the  delighted 
parents ;  who,  knowins:  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
thefe  flattering  appearances,  fhould  eagerly 
a\'ail  themfelves  of  this  period,  when  once 
wafted  never  to  be  regained,  of  gpod  hu- 
moured 
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ittoured  acquiefcence  and  dutiful  docility  ^  a    SEcf. 
period  when  the  foft  and  duftile  temper  of   ^^* 
the  mind  renders  it  more  eafily  lufceptiblc 
of  the  impreffions  we  defire ;  and  when,  there- 
fore, habits  (hould  be  formed,  which  may  af- 
iift  our  jnatural  weaknefs  to  refift  the  tempta* 
tions  to  which  we  (hall  be  expofed  in  the 
commerce  of  maturer  life.      This  is  more  Womea 
cfpecially  affediing  in  the  female  fex,  becaufe  m«tsdir- 
that  fex  feems,  by  the  very  conftitution  of  j^^^ 
its  nature,   to  be  more  favourably  difpofed  '***" 
than  ours  to  the  feelings  and  offices  of  Reli- 
gion ;  being  thus  fitted  by  the  bounty  of  Provi- 
dence, the  better  to  execute  the  important 
talk  which  devolves  on  it,  of  the  education 
of  our  earlieft  youth.     Doubtlels,  this  more 
favourable  dilpofition  to  Religion  in  the  fe- 
male fex,  was  graciouily  defigned  alio  to  make 
women  doubly  valuable  in  the  wedded  ftatc : 
and  it  feems  to  afford  to  the  married  mah 
the  means  of  rendering  an  aftive  ihare  in  the 
bufinefs  of  life  more  compatible,  than  it  would 
other  wife  be,  with  the  livelieft  devotional  feeU 
ings;  that  when  the  hulband  fliould  return 
to  his  family,  worn  and  harafled  by  worldly 
cares  or  profeflional  labours,   the  wife,  ha- 
bitually preferving  a  warmer  and  more  un- 
impaired Ipirit  of  devotion,  than  is  perhaps 
coufiftent  with  bein^  immerftd  in  the  buftk 

of 
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of  life,  might  revive  hfe  languid  pietyj  iJi4 
that  the  religious  impreiBons  of  both  'might 
derive  iiew  force  and  tendemefe  from  thfc 
animating  fympathies  of  conjugal  affcdHon^ 
Can  a  more  pleaflng  image  be  prefented 
to  a  confiderate  mind,  than  that  of  a  couple^ 
happy  in  each  other  and  in  the  pledges  of 
their  mutual  love^  uniting  iti  ah  ad  of  grate- 
ful adoration  to  the  author  of  all  their  mer- 
cies ;  recommending  each  other,  and  the  ob- 
jefts  of  their  common  care^  to  the  divine  pro- 
te6Hon ;  and  reprcffing  the  folicitiide  of  con* 
jugal  and  parental  tendernefs  by  a  cdnfiding 
hope,  that,  through  all  the  changes  of  this 
uncertain  life,  the  Difpofer  of  all  things  wiB 
afiuredly  cauie  all  to  work  together  for  the 
good  of  them  that  love  and  put  their  trti/^  in 
him ;  and  that,  after  this  uncertain  flate  fhall 
have  paffed  away,  they  Ihall  be  admitted  to 
a  joint  participation  of  never  ending  happi* 
nefs.  It  is  furely  no  mean  of  ignoble  oflici 
which  we  would  allot  to  the  fetnale  fcx, 
when  we  would  thus  commit  to  them  the 
charge  of  maintaining  in  lively  exercife  What* 
ever  emotions  moft  dignify  and  adorn  human 
nature;  when  we  would  make  them  as  it 
were  the  medium  of  our  intercoiirfe  with 
the  heavenly  world,  the  faithful  repofitories 
of  the  religious  principle,  for  the  benefit  both 

of 
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of  the  prefent  and  of  the  rifiiig  generatioft^  sect. 
Muft  it  not  then  excite  our  grief  and  indigo  ^* 
natioUj  when  >ve  behold  mothers,  forgetfiil 
at  once  of  their  own  peculiar  duties,  and  of 
th^  high  oflBce  which  Providence  defigned 
their  daughters  to  fulfil;  exciting,  inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  rnoderate  in  them,  the  iia-^ 
tural  fanguiiienefs  and  inconfideratcnefs  of 
youth;  hurrying  them  night  after  night  to 
the  reforts  of  difGpation ;  thus  teaching  them 
to  deipilc  thQ  common  comforts  of  the  family 
circle;  and,  inftead  of  ftriving  to  raifc  theip 
views,  and  to  dired  their  affedions  to  theiu 
true  object,  ading  as  if  .with  the  e:q)refs  de* 
fign  ftudioufly  to  extinguifli  every  fpark  of  a 
devotional  ipirit,  and  to  kindle  in  its  ftead  aa 
exceflive  love  of  pleafure,  and,  perhaps,  a 
principle  of  extravagant  vanity,  and  ardent; 
emulation ! 

Innocent  young  women!  Good  hearted  young  innocent 
men!  Whereiii  does  this  ^W/^  ^^^r/ and  ^|^f^ 
this  innocence  appear  ?     Remember  that  wer  ^JJ^ 
are  fallen  creatures,  born  in  fin,  and  naturally* 
depraved.     Chriftianity  recognifes   no  inno-^' 
cence  or  goodnefs  of  heoftj  but  in  the  remif.: 
(ion  of  fiuj  and  in  the  efFeds  of  the  operatioti; 
of  divine  grace.     Do  we  find  in  thcfe  young* 
perfqus  tjlue  charaders^  which  the  holy  Sg:ip« 

tures 
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CRA^.  tiifw  lay  down  as  the  only  latisfoftory  evi- 
▼n.  devices  of  a  fafe  ft«e  ?  Dcr  wc  ri6t  on  thd 
other  hand  difcover  the  fpecified  mitrlts  of  i 
ftate  of  alienatidh  frotn  God?  Ckn  thi 
blindeft  palrtiality  peHtiadd  itfetf  &a£  tAy 
*re  loving,'  or  ftrivinj^  "  to  love  God  \^ith  all 
**  thiit  heartsi  and  minds,  and  fouls;  and 
ftfength?'*  Are  tAef  '^  feekinj^  flrft  thd 
kingdom  of  God,  and  hi^  ri^tedufii«(s  F'^ 
Are  tAey  "  working  out  their  ialvation  with 
fear  and  trertibling?^'  Are  tAejt  ^  clodiedt 
with  huittility  ?'•  Are  tAey  not,  on  the  con- 
trary, flipremely  given  up  to  felf^indiflgencc  ? 
Are  tAey  not  at  leaft  **  lovers  of  pleafiircf 
^  more  than  lovers  of  God  ?'*  Are  the  offices 
of  Religion  tAtir  folacJe  or  tAeir  talk  ?  Dd 
tAey  not  come  to  thefe  iacred  Services  with 
reluftance,  continue  in  them  by.  conftraint^ 
and  quit  them  with  gladnefs  ?  And  of  hoW 
many  of  tAefe  perfbns  may  it  not  be  afRrmed 
in  the  Ipifit  of  the  prophet^s  language: 
*^  The  harp,  and  the  viol,  the  tabret  and  pipc^ 
^  and  wine,  are  in  their  feafts :  but  they  rc- 
^  gaid  not  the  work  of  the  Lord,  neithief 
"  confider  the  operation  of  his  hands  ?**  Are 
not  the  youth  of  one  lex  often  adhially  com^ 
mitting,  and  ftill  more  often  wifhing  for  the 
opportunity  to  commit,  thofe  (ins  of  which  the 
Scripture  lays  exprelfly,  "  that  they  whichi 
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**  do  fuch  things ^tf//  not  inherit  the  kingdom    sect. 
^*  of  God  ?"  Are  not  the  youth  of  the  other  fex   ^  _/• 
principally  intent  on  the  gratification  of  vanity; 

and  looking  for  their  chief  happinefs  to  the 
refbrts  of  gaiety  and  faihion,  to  all  the  multi^ 
plied  pleafiires  which  public  places,  or  the 
Aill  higher  gratifications  of  more  refined  cir-"- 
cles,  can  liipply? 

And  then,  wh6n  the  firft  pbuUitions  of 
youthful  warmth  are  over,  what  is  their 
boafted  reformation  ?  They  may  be  decent^ 
Ibber,  uleful,  refpeftable,  as  members  of  the 
community,  or  amiable  in  the  relations  of 
domeftic  life.  But  is  this  the  change  of 
which  the  Scripture  ipeaks  ?  Hear  the  expreP 
fions  which  it  ufes,  and  judge  for  yourlelves— i- 
"  Except  a  man  be  born  again^  he  cannot  en-^ 
"  ter  into  the  kingdom  of  God/'—"  The  old 
*^  tnafi — is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful 
"  lulls ;''  an  cxpreflTion  but  too  defer iptive  of 
the  vain  delirium  of  youthful  diflipation,  and 
of  the  falfe  dreams  of  pleafure  which  it  in- 
spires ;  but  "  the  new  man^^  is  awakened 
from  this  fallacious  eflimate  of  happinefs; 
"  he  is  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image 
"  of  him  that  created  him-" — "  He  is  created 
after  God  ia  righteoufnefs  and  true  holi- 
nefs."  The  pwribns  of  whom  we  are  Ipeak- 
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and  hopes,  and  fears,  and  joys,  and  fbrrows. 
To  people  of  this  defcription,  the  iblemn 
admonition  of  Chrift  is  addreffed ;  "  I  know 
**  thy  works ;  that  thou  haft  a  name  that 
"  thou  liveft,  and  art  dead.  Be  watchful, 
.**  and  ftrengtlien  the  things  which  remain 
*^  that  arc  ready  to  die ;  for  I  have  not  found 


(( 


thy  works  perfect  before  God." 


true  Chrif- 
tians. 


foch  M^  ^^  thieffe  be  any  one  who  is  inclined  to 
^ing.  liften.  to  this  folemn  warning,  who  is 
ihertDcare.  awakcucd  from  his  dream  of  falfe  fecurity, 
to  become  and  is  difpofed  to  be  not  only  almofi  but  al-' 
together  a  Chriftian— O !  let  him  not  ftiflc 
or  diffipatc  thefe  beginnings  of  ferioufheis, 
but  feduloufly  cherifli  them  as  the  **  work^ 
"  ings  of  the  Divine  Spirit,"  which  would 
draw  him  from  the  "broad"  and  crowded 
*'  road  of  deftruftion,  into  the  narrow  "  and 
thinly  peopled  path  "  that  leadeth  to  life." 
Let  him  retire  from  the  multitude — Let 
him  enter  into  his  clolct,  and  on  his  bend- 
ed knees  implore,  for  Chrift's  fake  and  in 
reliance  on  his  mediation,  that  God  would 
**  take  away  from  him  the  heart  of  ftone, 
*'  and  give  him  a  heart  of  flefli ;"  that  the 
Father  of  light  would  opeu  his  eyes  to  his 
true  condition,  and*  clear  .his  heart  from  the 
clouds  of  prejudice,  and  diffipate  the  deceit- 
ful 
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fill  .  medium  of  felf-love.  Then  le^  him 
carefully  examine  his  paft  life,  and  his  prer 
fent  courfe  of  condu6t,  comparing  himfelf 
with  God's  word :  and  confidering  how  any 
one  might  reafbnably  have  been  expeded.  to 
condufl  himfelf,  to  whom  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures had  been  always  open,  and  who  had 
been  ufed  to  acknowledge  them  to  be  the 
revelation  of  the  will  of  his  Creator,  and 
Governor,  and  Supreme  Benefa6lor;  let 
him  there  perufe  the  aweful  denunciations 
againil  impenitent  finners;  let  him  labour 
to  become  more  and  more  deeply  imprefled 
with  a  fenfe  of  his  own  radical  bhndnels 
and  corruption ;  above  all,  let  him  fteadily 
contemplate,  in  all  its  relations,  that  ftupen- 
dous  truth,  the  incarnation  and  crucijixion  of 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  Gody  and  t/ie  mejfage 
of  mercy  proclaimed  from  the  crofs  to  repent^^ 
ing  Jinners. — ^^  Be  ye  reconciled  vinto  God." 
— "  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
"  thou  fhalt  be  faved." 

Whei^  he  fairly  eftimates  the  guilt  of  fin 
by  the  coftly  fatisfadion  which  was  required 
to  atone  for  it,  and  the  wprth  of  Kis  foul  by 
the  price  which  was  paid  for  its  redemptioiil, 
and  contrafts  both  of  thefe  with  his  own  fot* 
tifti  inconfideratenels ;  when  he  refledls  on  the 
amazing  love  and  pity  of  Chrift,  and  on  the 

G  g  3  cold 
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cold    and    formal    acknowledgements    with 
which  he  has  hitherto  returned  this  infinite 
obligation^    making   light    of  the   precious 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  trifling  with 
the  gracious  invitations  of  his  Hedcemer  ; 
forely,  if  he  be  not  loft  to  fenfibility,  mixe4 
emotions  of  guilt,  and  fear,  and  ftiame,  aii4 
remorfe,  and  forrow,  will  nearly  overwhelm 
his  foul ;  he  will  fmite  upon  hiis  breaft,  and 
cry  out  in   the  language  of  the  publican, 
**  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  (inner.*'     But, 
blefTed  be  God,  fuch  an  pne  needs  pot  dc* 
Ipair — it  is  to  perfons  in  this  very  (ituation, 
and  with  thefe  very  feelings,  that  the  ofifers  of 
the  Gofpel  are  held  forth,  ?md  its  procgifes 
afTured ;  '*  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden*' 
under  the  burthen  of  their  fins ;  to  them 
who  thirft  for  the  water  of  life ;  to  them 
who  feel  themfelves  "  tied  and  bound  by  the 
*'  chain  of  their  fins ;"  who  abhor  their  capr 
tivity,   and   long   earneftly  for   deliverance. 
Happy,    happy  fouls  I    whom  the  grace   of 
God  has  vifited,  "  has  brought  out  of  dark- 
^*  nefs  into  his  marvellous  light/'  and  "  fronx 
f*  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God."    Caft  your- 
felves  then  on  his  undelerved  mercy ;  he  is 
full  of  love,  and  will  not  fpurn  you  :  furren- 
der  yourfelves  into  his  hands,  and  folemnly 
refolve,  through  his  Grace,  to  dedicate  hence- 
forth 
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forth  all  your  faculties  and  powers  to  his     sect, 
lervice.  .    '• 

It  is  your's  now  **  to  work  out  your  own 
^*  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,'*  rely- 
ing on  the  fidelity  of  him  who  has  promifed 
to  "  work  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
**  his  good  pleafure/'  Ever  look  to  him  for 
help :  your  only  fafety  confifts  in  a  deep  and 
permanent  fenfe  of  your  own  weaknefs,  and 
in  a  firm  reliance  on  his  ftrength.     If  you 

**  give  all  diligence,"  his  power  is  armed  for 
your  proteftion,  his  truth  is  pledged  for  your 
leairity.  You  are  enlifted  under  the  banner 
of  Chrifl — Fear  not,  though  the  world,  and 
the  fleih,  and  the  devil  are  fet  in  array 
^gainfl  you. — "  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  pro- 
mifed ;" — "  be  ye  alfb  faithful  unto  death, 
and  he  will  give  you  a  crov^n  of  life/' — 
"  He  that  endureth  to  the  end,  the  fame 
"  fhall  be  faved."  In  fuch  a  world  as  this, 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  fbciety  as  ours,  efpecially  if 
in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  you  mufl  be 
prepared  to  meet  with  many  difficulties : — 
arm  yourfelves,  therefore,  in  the  firfl  place, 
with  a  determined  refblution  not  to  rate 
human  eflimation  beyond  its  true  value ; 
not  to  dread  the  charge  of  particularity, 
when  it  (hall  be  necefTary  to  incur  it ;  but 

G  g  4  l^t 
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let  it  be  your  cx)nftant  endeavour  to  retain 
before  your  mental  eye,  that  bright*  afTem* 
blage  of  invifible  fpedators,  who  are  the 
vritnefles  of  your  daily  condud,  and  "  to 
"  feek  that  honour  which  cometh  from  God.** 
You  cannot  advance  a  fingle  ftep^  till  you 
are    in    fbme    good    meafure    pofle/Ied    of 

this  comparative  indifference  to  the  favour 
of  men.  We  have  before  explained  ourfelves 
too  clearly  to  render  it  neceflary  to  declare, 
that  no  one  fhould  neejJlefsly  affeft  fingula- 
rity :  but  to  aim  at  incompatible  advan- 
tages, to  feek  to  pleafe  God  and  the  world, 
where  their  commands  are  really  at  variance, 
is  the  way  to  be  neither  r^fj>e6lable,  nor 
good,  nor  happy.  Continufe  to  be  ever  aware 
of  your  own  radical  corruption  and  habitua| 
Wfeaknefs.  Indeed,  if  your  eyes  be  really 
opened,  and  your  heart  truly  foftened,  "  hun7 
*'  gering  and  thirfting  after  righteoufnefs,*' 
rifiug  in  your  ideas  of  true  holinefs,  and 
proving  the  genuinenefs  of  your  hope  by  de- 
firing  "  to  purify  yourfelf  even  as  God  is 
"  pure  ;^*  you  will  become  daily  more  and 
jnore  fenfible  of  your  own  defe6ls,  and  wants, 
a^d  weaknefles ;  and  more  and  more  im- 
preffed  by  a  fenfe  of  the  mercy  and  lon^ 
fufFering   of  that    gracious  Savio^ir,   "  who 

"  forgiveth 
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^  forgiveth  all  your  fin,  and  healeth  all  your    sect, 
^*  infirmities."  ^  '• 

This  is  the  fiAition  of  what  to  a  man  of 
the  world  might  feem  a  ftrange  paradox,  that  - 
in  proportion  as  the  Chriftian  grows  in  grace, 
he  grows  alfo  in  humility.     Humility  is  in-  jj^  „. 
deed  the  vital  principle  of  Chriflrianity ;  that  enforaBd. 
principle  by  which  from  firft  to  laft  Ihe  lives 
and  thrives,  and  in  proportion  to  the  growth 
or  decline  of  which  fhe  muft  decay  or  flouriflu 
y>4/f   firft  difpofes  the  finner  in  deep  felf- 
"abafement  to  accept  the  offers  of  the  Gofpel ; 
this^  during  his  whole  progrefs,  is  the  very 
ground  and  bafis  of  his  feelings  iand  condudl, 
both  in  relation  to  God,  his  fellow-creatures, 
and  himlelf ;  and  when  at  length  he  (hall  be 
tranflated  into  the  realms  of  glory,  this  prin- 
ciple fhall  ftill  fiibfift  in  undiminifhed  force : 
He   fhall  "  fall  down ;  and  caft  his  crown 
^*  before  the  Lamb ;  and  afcribe  bleffing,  and 
^*  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  to  him  that 
**  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb, 
^  for  ever  and  ever.'*     The pra^ica/  benefits 
of  this  habitual  lowlinefs  of  fpirit  are  too  nu- 
merous, and  at  the  fame  time  too  obvious, 
to  require  enumeration.     It  will  lead  you  to 
dread  the  beginnings,  and  fly  from  the  occa- 
iions  of  fin ;  as  that  man  would  (hun  fome 

infedious 
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infe6tious  diflemper,  who  ihould  know  that 
he  was  prcdifpofed  to  take  the  contagion.  It 
will  prevent  a  thoufand  difficulties,  and  de- 
cide a  thoufand  queftions,  cfcnceming  worldly 
compliances ;  by  which  thofe  perfons  are  apt 
to  be  embarraifed,  who  are  npt  duly  fenfible 
of  their  own  exceeding  frailty,  whpfe  views 
of  the  Chriftian  charader  are  not  fufficiently 
elevated,  and  who  are  not  enough  pofTefled 
with  a  continual  fear  of  "  grieving  the  Holy 
♦•  Spirit  pf  God,'*  .and  of  thus  provoking  hin^ 
to  withdraw  h^s  gracious  influence.  But  if 
j-ou  are  really  liich  ?is  we  have  been  deicrib- 
ing,  you  need  not  be  urged  to  fet  the  flandard 
pf  pradlice  high,  and  to  ftrive  after  univerfal 
holineist  It  is  the  defire  of  ^our  hearts  to 
a6t  in  all  things  with  a  fingle  eye  tx^  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  and  thus  the  naoft  ordinary  ac- 
tions of  life  are  raifed  into  offices  of  Religion. 
This  is  the  purifying,  the  tranfiBxiting  prin- 
ciple, which  realizes  the  fabled  touch,  which 
phanges  all  to  gold.  But  it  belongs  to  this 
defire  of  pleafing  God,  that  we  fhould  be 
continually  felicitous  to  difcoyer  the  path  of 
duty;  that  we  fhould  not  indolently  wait, 
fatisfied  with  not  refufing  occafions  of  glori- 
fying God,  when  they  are  forced  upon  us ; 
hut  that  we  fhould  pray  to  God  for  wifciom 
and  fpiritual  underflanding,  that  we  may  be 

acute 
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ficute  ill  difcerning  opportunities  of  ferving 
him  in  the  world,  judicious  in  fele6ling  and 
wife  in  improving  them.  Guard  indeed 
^gainft  the  diflxaftion  of  worldly  cares ;  and 
cultivate  heavenly  mindednels,  and  a  ^m\  of 
continual  prayer,  and  negleft  not  to  watch 
inceflantly  over  the  workings  of  your  deceit^ 
ful  heart :  but  be  aftive  alfb,^nd  uieful.  Let 
not  your  precious  time  be  wafted  *^  in  (hape* 
^'  leis  idlenefs  ;*'  an  admonition  which,  in  our 
days,  is  rendered  but  too  neceflary  by  the  rcf 
laxed  habits  of  perfens  even  of  real  piety :  but 
wifely  huftand  and  improve  this  fleeting  trea- 
fure.  Never  be  fatisfied  with  your  prefent 
attainments;  but  ^^  forgetting  the  things 
^*  which  are  behind,*'  labour  ftill  to  ^*  preis 
^*  forward*'  with  undiminiihed  energy,  and 
to  run  the  race  that  is  fet  before  you  withput 
flagging  in  your  couife, 

Abo VE^all,  m^safure  your  progress  by  your  ^'•^ «"" 
improvement  in  love  to  God  and  maxu  "  God 
^*  is  I^ve."  This  is  the  facred  principle, 
which  warms  and  enlightens  the  heavenly 
world,  that  bleffed  feat  of  God's  vifible  pre- 
fence.  There  it  fhines  with  unclouded  ra- 
diance. Some  fcattered  beams  of  it  are  grar 
pioufly  lent  to  us  on  earth,  or  .  we  had  beep 
|>enighted  and  loft  in  darknels  and  mifery^ 
^       .  but 
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but  a  larger  portion  of  it  is  infilled  into  the 
hearts  of  the  fervants  of  God,  who  thus  ".  arc 
"  renewed  in  the  divine  hkencfi,"  and  even 
here  exhibit  forae  faint  traces  of  the  image 
of  their  heavenly  father.  It  is  the  principle 
of  love  which  difpofes  them  to  ^ield  them- 
felvcs  up  without  refcrve  to  the  fervice  of 
him,  ^'  who  has  bought  them  with  the  price 
**  of  his  own  blood*** 

Btfeinture  Servile,  and  bafe,  and  mercenary,  is  the 
ligioD  of '  -notion  of  ChrifHan  pradice  among  the  bulk 
Bominai  of  nominal  Chriftians.  They  give  no  more 
Ckriftiaiit.    j-t^^j^  fi^gy  ^^^^  ^Qj.  with-hold;  they  abftain 

from  nothing  but  what  they  mufi  not  pradlife,  v 
When  you  ftate  to  them  the  doubtful  quality 
of  any  aftion,  and  the  confeqxient  obligation 
to  defifl  from  it,  they  reply  to  you  in  the  very 
Ipirit  of  Shylock,  *'  they  cannot  find  it  in  the 
"  bond."  In  fhort,  they  know  Chriftianity 
only  as  a  fyftem  of  reftraints.  She  is  de- 
Ij^oiled  of  every  liberal  and  generous  principle : 
(he  is  rendered  almofl  unfit  for  the  fbcial  in- 
tercourfes  of  life,  and  is  onlv  fuited  to  tlie 
gloomy  walls  of  that  cloifter,  in  which  they 
would  confine  her.  But  true  Chrijliam  coii-r 
fider  themfelves  not  as  fatisfying  fome  rigo* 
rous  creditor,  but  as  difcharging  a  debt  of 
gratitude.      Their's  accordingly  is  nof   the 

flinted 
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Ainted  return  of  a  conftrained  obedience,  but 
the  large  and  liberal  meafure  of  a  voluntary 
fervice.  This  principle,  therefore,  prevents  a 
thoufand  practical  embarraiTments,  by  which 
they  are  continually  harraffed,  who  aft  from 
a  lefs  generous  motive ;  and  who  require  it  to 
be  clearly  afcertained  to  them,  that  any  gra- 
tification or  worldly  compliance^  which  may 
be  in  queflion,  is  beyond  the  allowed  boun- 
dary line  of  Chriftian  praftice  *.  ^his  prin- 
ciple regulates  the  true  Chriftian's  choice  of 
companions  and  friends,  where  he  is  at  li- 
berty to  make  an  option ;  this  fills  him  with 
the  defire  of  promoting  the  temporal  welfare 
of  all  around  him,  and  ftill  more,  with  pity 

♦  "  Neither  will  I  offer  burnt-offerings  unto  the  Lord  my 
**  God,"  (lays  David)  "of  that  which  doth  coft  me  no- 
"  thing."  2  Sam.  xxiv.  24. 

"  They'*  (the  Apoftles)  "  departed  frdm  the  prefence  of 
<'  the  council,  rejoicing  that  they  were  counted  worthy  to 
"  fufferfhame  for  the  name  of  Jefus."  Afts  v.  41.  Seualfo 
I  Theff.  L  6.  Heb.  X,  34.  James  i.  2.  i  Peter  iv.  I3|  14. 

Such  are  the  marks  exhibited  in  Scripture  of  a  true  love 
to  God:  and  though  our  regard  for  our  common  Lord  \%  not 
put  to  the  fame  fevere  teft,  as  that  of  the  Apoftles  and  firfl: 
Chriftians  was;  yet,  if  th«  fame  principle  exifted  in  us  alfo, 
it  would  furely  difpofc  us  to  aft  in  the  fpirit  of  that  con- 
duft;  and  prompt  us  rdther  to  be  willing  to  exceed  in 
felf-dcnials  -and  labours  for  Chrift's  lake,  than  to  be 
fo  forward  as  we  are  to  compUin,  whenever  we  are  called 
upon  to  perform  or  to  abftain  from  any  thing,  though 
in  an  inftance  ever  fo  little  contrary  to  our  inclinations. 

and 
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CHAP,    greflion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  fotnc 
^"*  .  notice  of  it. 

In  the  firft  place.  Religion  prohibits  no 
amufement  or  gratification  which  is  rea/fy 
imiocent.  The  queftion,  however,  of  its 
innocence,  muft  not  be  tried  by  the  loofe 
maxims  of  worldly  morality,  but  by  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  injunftions  of  the  word  of  God  ; 
and  by  the  indulgence  being  conformable  or 
not  conformable  to  the  genius  of  Chriftianity, 
and  to  the  tempers  and  difpofitions  of  mind 
enjoined  on  its  profeflbrs.  There  can  be  no 
di(i:)ute  concerning  the  true  end  of  recrea- 
tions. They  are  intended  to  refreih  our  ex- 
haufted  bodily  or  mental  powers,  and  to 
reftore  us,  with  renewed  vigour,  to  the  more 
lerious  occupations  of  life.  Whatever,  there- 
fore, fatigues  either  body  or  mind,  inflead  of 
refrefliing  them,  is  not  fitted  to  anfwer  the 
defigned  purpofe.  Whatever  confiimes  more 
time,  or  money,  or  thought,  than  it  is  expe- 
dient (I  might  fay  necejfary)  to  allot  to  m^ere 
amufement,  can  hardly  be  approved  by  any 
one,  who  confiders  the^fe  talents  as  pi^cious. 
depofits,  for  the  expenditure  of  which  he  will 
have  to  give  account.  Whatever  diredlly  or 
indiredly  muft  be  likely  to  injure  the  welfare 
of  a  fellow-creature,  can  fcarcely  be  a  iuitable 

recreatiom 


Recreation  for  a  Chriftian,  who  is  "  to  love  his 
^*  neighbour  as  himfelf  ;**  or  a  very  confiftent 
^iverjion  for  any  one^  the  bufinefs  of  whbfe 
life  is  to  difFufe  happinefs. 

But  does  a  Chriftian  hever  relax  ?  Let  us 
hot  fo  wrong  and  vilify  the  bounty  of  Pro- 
vidence, as  to  allow  for  a  moment  that  the 
fources  of  innoceilt  amufement  art  fb  rare, 
that  men.muft  be  driven,  almoft  by  coilftraint^ 
to  fuch  as  are  of  a  doubtful  quality.  On  the 
contrary,  fuch  has  been  the  Creator's  good- 
nefs,  that  almoft  every  one,  both  of  our  phy- 
fical,  and  intelleftual^  and  moral  faculties  (and 
the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  whole  creation 
which  we  fee  around  us)  is  not  only  calculated 
to  anfwer  the  proper  end  of  its  being,  by  its 
fubferviehcy  to  fbme  purpofe  of  fblid  ufeful- 
nefs,  but  to  be  the  inftrument  of  adminiftcr- 
ing  pleafurci 

Not  content 
With  every  food  of  life  to  nouriih  man^ 
Thou  mak'ft  all  nature  beauty  to  bis  ey« 
And  mufic  to  his  ear. 

Our  Maker  alfo,  in  his  kindnefs,  has  fo  con** 

ftrufted  usj  that  even  mere  viciflitude  is 
grateful    and    refrefhing  —  a    confideration 

which  (hould  prompt  us  often  to  feckj  from  a 

H  h  prudent 
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prudent  vsa^iation  of  ufeful  purfuits^  that  rc-^ 
creation,  for  which  we  are  apt  to  refbrt  to 
what   is    altogether    wiproduclive    and    un- 
fruitful. 

Yet  rich  and  multiplied  are  the  fprings 
of  innocent  relaxation.  The  Chriilian  re- 
laxes in  the  temperate  ufe  of  all  the  gifts  <ii 
Providence.  Imagination,  and  tafte,  c^  ge« 
nius,  and  the  beauties  of  creation,  and  the 
works  of  art,  lie  o|>en  to  him.  He  relaxes 
in  the  feaft  of  reafon,  in  the  intercourfes  of 
fociety,  in  the  fweets  of  friendfliip,  in  the  en- 
dearments of  love,  in  the  exercife  of  hope, 
.  of  confidence,  of  joy,  of  gratitude,  of  univer- 
fal  good  will,  of  all  the  benevolent  and  gene- 
rous afFeftions;  which,  by  the  gracious  ap- 
pointment of  our  Creator,  while  they  difin- 
tereftedly  intend  only  happinefs  to  others,  are 
moft  iurely  produftive  to  ourfelves  of  compla- 
cency and  peace.  O  T  little  do  they  know  of 
the  true  meafure  of  enjoyment,  who  can  com- 
pare thefe  delightful  complacencies  with  the 
frivolous  plealures  of  dilllpation,  or  the  coarfe 
gratifications  of  fenfuality.  It  is  no  wonder, 
however,  that  the  nominal  Chriftian  fhould 
reluftantly  give  up,  one  by  one,  the  plealures 
of  the  world ;  and  look  back  upon  them,  when 
rclinquifhed,  with  eyes  of  wiftfulnefe  and  re- 
gret: 
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gret :    becaufe  he  knows  not  the  fweetnefs  of   s  3e  c  t« 
the  delights  with  which  tnie  Chriftianity  re-   ^    3' 
pays  thofe  trifling  facrifices,  and  is  greatly 
unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  that  pleafant- 
nefs  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  ways  of  Re- 
ligion. 

It  is  indeed  time,  that  when  any  one,  who 
has  long  been  going  on  in  the  grofs  and  un* 
reftrained  praftice  of  vice,  is  checked  in  his 
career,  and  enters  at  firft  on  a  religious 
courfe,  he  has  much  to  undergo.  Fear,  guilt, 
remorfe,  (hame,  and  various  other  pafjions, 
ftruggle  and  conflift  within  him*  His  ap- 
petites are  clamorous  fof  their  accuftomed 
gratification,  and  inveterate  habits  are  fcarce- 
ly  to  be  denied.  He  is  weighed  down  by  a 
Joad  of  guilt,  and  alinoft  overwhelmed  by 
the  fcnfc  of  his  unworthinefs*  But  all  this 
ought  in  fairnefs  to  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  his  paft  fins,  and  not  to  that  of  his 
prefent  repentance.  It  rarely  happens,  how- 
ever, that  this  ftate  of  fiifFcring  continues 
very  long.  When  the  mental  gloom  is  the 
blackeft,  a  ray  .of  heavenly  light  occafionally 
breaks  in,  and  fuggefts  the  hope  of  better 
days.  Even  in  this  life  it  commonly  hold^ 
true,  "  They  that  fbw  in  tears  fliall  reap  in  " 


''  ]oyr 
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Neither,  wjien  we  maintain,  that  the 
ways  of  Rehgion  are  ways  of  pleafantnefe, 
do  we  mean  to  deny  that  the  Chriftian's  inter- 
nal ftate  is,  through  the  whole  of  his  life,  a 
ftate  of  difcipline  and  warfare.  Several  of 
the  cauies  which  contribute  to  render  it 
fuch  have  been  already  pointed  out,  together 
with  the  workings  of  his  mind  in  relation 
to  them:  but  if  he  has  Iblicitudes  and 
griefs  peculiar  to  himfelf,  he  has  "  joys 
**  alfb  with  which  a  flranger  intermeddles 
"  not." 

^  Drink  deep,^'  however,  "  or  tafle  not,^ 
is  a  direction  fiiU  as  applicable  to  Religion, 
if  we  would  find  it  a  fburce  of  pleafure,  as 
it  is  to  knowledge.  A  little  Religion  is,  it 
muft  be  confefled,  apt  to  make  men  gloomy, 
as  a  little  knowledge  to  render  them  \-ain  : 
hence  the  unjuft  imputation  often  brought 
upon  Religion  by  thofe,  whole  degree  of 
Religion  is  juft  liifficient,  by  condemning 
their  courle  of  conduft,  to  render  them  un- 
eafy ;  enough  merely  to  impair  the  fweetncls 
of  the  pleafures  of  fin,  and  not  enough  to 
compenfate  for  the  relinqui/hment^  of  them 
by  its  own  peculiar  comforts.  I'hus  thele 
men  bring  up,  as  it  were,  an  ill  report  of 
that  land  of  promife,  which^  in  truth,  abounds 
•  with 
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with  whatever,  in  our  journey  through  life,    sect. 
can  bell  rcfreih  and  ftrengthen  us.  !• 

We  have  enumerated  fbme  fources  of 
.pleaiure  which  men  of  the  world  may  un- 
der ftand,  and  muft  acknowledge  to  belong 
to  the  true  Chriftian  ;  but  there  are  others, 
and  thofe  of  a  ftill  higher  clals,  to  which 
they  muft  confefs  themfelves  ftrangers.  To 
lay  nothing  of  a  qualified,  I  dare  not  lay  an 
entire,  exemption  from  thofe  diftraSing  paf- 
lions  and  corroding  cares,  by  which  he  mull 
naturally  be  harafled,  whofe  trealure  is  with- 
in th^  reach  of  mortal  accidents ;  there  is  the 
humble  quiet^giving  hope  of  being  reconciled 
to  God,  and  of  enjoying  his  favour;  with  that 
folid  peace  of  mind,  which  the  world  can 
neither  give  nor  take  away,  which  refults  from 
^  firm  confidence  in  the  infinite  wilclom  and 
goodnefs  of  God,  and  in  the  unceafing  care 
and  kindnefs  of  a  gracious  Saviour :  and  there 
is  the  perfuafion  pf  the  truth  of  the  divine 
alTurance,  that  all  things  fhall  work  together 
for  good. 

When  the  pulfe  indeed  beats  high,  and  we 
are  flulhed  with  youth,  and  health,  and  vi^ 
gour ;  when  all  goes  on  profperoully,  and  lug- 
cefs  feems  almoll  to  anticipate  pur  wi(hes  ; 

H  h  3  then 
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then  we  feel  not  the  want  of  the  confola- 
tions  of  Religion  :  but  when  fortune  frowns, 
or  friends  forfake  us  ;  when  fbrrow,  or  fick- 
nefs,  or  old  age,  comes  upon  us,  then  it  is, 
that  the  luperiority  of  the  plealurcs  of  Reli- 
gion is  eftablifhed  over  thofe  of  diflipation 
and  vanity,  which  are  ever  apt  to  fly  from  us 
when  we  are  moft  in  want  of  their  aid. 
There  is  fcarcely  a  more  melancholy  fight 
to  a  confiderate  mind,  than  that  of  an  old  mian, 
who  is  a  ftranger  to  thofe  only  true  fburces  of 
fatisfaftion.  How  afFefting,  and  at  the  fame 
time  how  difgufting,  is  it  to  fee  fuch  an  one 
awkwardly  catching  at  the  pleafures  of  his 
younger  years,  which  are  now  beyond  his 
reach  ;  or  feebly  attempting  to  retain  them, 
while  they  mock  his  endeavours  and  elude 
his  grafp !  To  fuch  an  one,  gloomily  indeed 
does  the  evening  of  life  fet  in  !  All  is  four 
and  cheerlefs.  He  can  neither  look  backward 
with  complacency  nor  forward  with  hope  : 
while  the  aged  Chriflian,  relying  on  the  af- 
fured  mercy  of  his  Redeemer,  can  calmly 
refleft  that  his  difmiffion  is  at  hand ;  that  his 
redemption  draweth  nigh :  while  his  flrength 
declines,  and  his  faculties  decay,  he  can 
quietly  repofe  himfelf  on  the  fidelity  of  God : 
and  at  the  very  entrance  of  the  valley  of  the 
fliadow  of  death,  he  can  lift  up  an  eye,  dim, 
9  perhaps. 
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perhaps;  and  feeble,  yet  occalionally  fpark- 
ling  with  hope,  and  confidently  looking  for- 
ward tOr  the  near  pofTeffion  of  his  heavenly 
inheritance,  "  to  thofe  joys  which  eye  hath 
"  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  h^th  it 
*'  entered  into   the  heart  of  man  to    con- 


"  ceive." 


Never  were  there  times  which  inculcated 
more  forcibly,  than  jhoie  in  which  we  live, 
the  wifdom  of  feeking  a  happinefs  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  viciflitudes.  What  ftriking 
lefTons  have  w^  had  of  the  precarious  tenure 
of  all  fublunary  pofTeffions  !  Wealth,  and 
power,  and  profperity,  how  peculiarly  tranfi- 
tory  and  uncertain !  But  Religion  diipcnies 
her  choiceft  cordials  in  the  fealbns  of  exi- 
gence, in  poverty,  in  exile,  in  ficknefs,  and  in 
death.  The  effential  fuperiority  of  that  fup- 
port  which  is  derived  from  Religion  is  lels  felt, 
at  leaft  it  is  lefs  apparent,  when  the  Chrif- 
tian  is  in  full  poffeffion  of  riches,  and  iplen* 
dour,  and  rank,  and  all  the  gifts  of  nature  and 
fortune.  But  when  all  thefe  are  fwept  away 
by  the  rude  hand  of  time,  or  the  rough 
blafts  of  adverfity,  the  true  Chriftian  ftands^ 
like  the  glory  of  the  foreft,  creft  and  vigo- 
rous ;  ftripped  indeed  of  his  fiimmer  foliage, 
but  more  than  ever  difcoveririjg  to  the  ob-- 

H  h  4  ferving 
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CHAP,    fcrving  eye  the  folid  ftrength  of  his  fubflaH;* 
^"*      tial  texture  : 

Pondere  fixa  fuo  eft,  nudofque  per  acra  ramos 
AttoUen3)  trunco  non  fcondibus  ^fficit  utnbrain* 


Sect.   II. 

Advice  to  fome  who  profefs  their  full  Affent  ^ 
the  fundamental  Do^rines  of  the  GofpeL 

IN  a  former  chapter  we  largely  infifted  on 
what  may  be  termed  the  fundamental  prac-r 
tical  error  of  the  bulk  of  profeffed  Chris- 
tians in  our  days;  their  either  overlooking 
or  mifconceiving  the  peculiar  method^  which 
the  Gofpel  has  provided  for  the  renovation 
of  our  corrapted  nature,  and  for  the  attain<<t 
ment  of  every  Chriftian  grace^ 

But  there  are  miftakes  on  the  right  han^ 
and  on  the  left ;  and  our  general  pronenefs,, 
when  we  are  flying  fronx  one  extreme  to  rui^ 
into  an  oppofite  errqr,  renders  it  neceffary 
to  fuperadd  another  admonition.  The  gene-i 
rally  prevailing  error  of  the  prcfent  d^y, 
indeed,  is  that  fundaipental  one  which  was. 
formerly  pointed  out,  But  while  we  attend, 
in  the  firft  place,  to  this;  and,  on  the  war- 
rant both  of  Scripture  and  experience,  pre- 
fcribe  hearty  repentance  and  lively  faith, 
as  the  only   foundation    of  all   true   holi- 

nefs; 
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jiefs  ;  we  muft  at  the  fame  time  guard  agaixift 
Vi  praftical  miftake  of  another  kind.  They 
\vho,  with  penitent  hearts,  have  humbled 
themfelves  before  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  and 
who,  pleading  his  merits  as  their  only 
ground  of  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God, 
have  relblved  henceforth,  through  the  help 
of  his  Spirit,  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of 
righteoulhefs,  are  Ibmetimes  apt  to  conduft 
themfelves  as  if  they  confidered  their  work 
as  now  done ;  or  at  leaft  as  if  this  were  the 
whole  they  had  to  do,  as  often  as,  •  by  falling 
afrefli  into  fin,  another  aft  of  repentance  and 
faith  may  feem  to  have  become  neceflary. 
There  are  not  a  few  in  pur  relaxed  age,  who 
thus  fatisfy  themfelves  with  what  may  be. 
termed  ^^^^^/Chriftianity  ;  who  fed  general 
penitence  and  humiliation  from  a  fenfe  of 
their  iinfulnefs  in  general^  and  general  defires 
of  univerfal  holinefs ;  but  who  negleft  that 
vigilant  and  jealous  care,  with  which  they 
Oiould  labour  to  extirpate  every  particular 
corruption,  by  ftudying  its  nature,  its  root,  its 
ramifications,  and  thus  becoming  acquainted 
with  its  fecret  movements,  with  the  means 
whereby  it  gains  ftrength,  and  with  the  moft 
effedhial  methods  of  refifting  it.  In  like 
maimer,  they  are  far  from  ftriving  with  per- 
feyering  alacrity  for  the  acquifition  and  ipir 

provement 
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provcmcnt  of  every  Chriftian  grace.  Nor 
is  it  unufual  for  minifters,  who  preach  the 
truths  of  the  Goipel  with  fidelity,  ability, 
and  fuccefs,  to  be  themfelves  alfb  liable  to 
the  charge  6f  dwelling  altogether  in  their 
inftru6lions  on  this  general  Religion  :  inftead 
of  tracing  and  laying  open  all  the  fccret  mo- 
tions of  inward  corruption,  and  inftrudting 
their  hearers  \\ow  beft  to  conduft  themfelves 
in  every  diftinft  part  of  the  Chriftian  war- 
fare ;  how  beft  to  ftrive  againft  each  parti- 
cular vice,  and  to  cultivate  each  grace  of  the 
Chriftian  charafter.  Hence  it  is,  that  in 
too  many  perfohs,  concerning  the  fincerity  of 
whofe  general  profeflions  of  Religion  we 
Ihould  be  forry  to  entertain  a  doubt,  we  yet  fee 
little  progrefs  made  in  the  regulation  of  their 
tempers,  in  the  improvement  of  their  time, 
in  the  reform  of  their  plan  of  life,  or  in  abi- 
lity to  refift  the  temptation  to  which  they  are 
particularly  expofed.  They  will  confefs 
themfelves,  in  general  terms,  to  be  "  miferable 
Jinners  :^^  this  is  a  tenet  of  their  creed,  and 
they  feel  even  proud  in  avowing  it.  They 
will  occafionally  alio  lament  particular  fail- 
ings :  but  this  confeffion  is  fometimes  obvi- 
oufly  made,  in  order  to  draw  forth  a  com- 
pliment for  the  very  oppolite  virtue :  and 
where  this  is  not  the  cafe,  it  is  often   not 

difficult 
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difficult  to  dete61:,  under  this  falfe  guifc  of  3ict. 
contrition,  a  fecfet  felf-cottiplacency,  arif-  ^  ''• 
ing  from  the  manifeftations  which  they  have 
afforded  of  their  acutenefs  or  candour  in  dis- 
covering the  infirmity  in  queftion,  or  of 
their  franknefs  or  humility  in  acknowledg- 
ing it.  This  will  fcarcely  feem  an  illiberal 
fufpicion  to  any  one,  who  either  watches 
the  workings  of  his  own  heart,  or  who  ob*- 
ierves,  that  the  faults  confefled  in  thefe  in- 
ftances  are  very  feldom  thofe,  with  which 
the  perfon  is  moft  clearly  and  ftrongly 
chargeable. 

IVc  muji  plainly  warn  thefe  men^  and  the 
confideration  is  ferioufly  prefTed  on  their 
inftrudors  alfo,  that  they  are  in  danger  ofde*- 
ceiving  themfelves.  Let  them  beware  leji  they 
he  nominal  Chrijlians  of  another  fort:  Thefe 
perfons  require  to  be  reminded,  that  there 
is  no  Jkort  compendious  method  of  holinefs ; 
but  that  it  muft  be  the  bufinefs  of  their 
whole  lives  to  grow  in  grace,  and  continually 
adding  one  virtue  to  another,  as  far  as  may 
be,  ^*  to  go  on  towards  pcrfe6lion."  *'  He 
**  only  that  doeth  righteoufnefs  is  righteous.** 
Unlefs  "  they  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spi- 
*'  rit,^  they  can  have  no  fufficient  evidence 
that  they  have  received  that "  Spirit  of  Chrift," 

*'  without 
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c  H  AP.  *^  without  which  they  ^re  none  of  his/*  Bat 
'^^^^  ^  where,  on  the  whole,  our  unwillingnefs  to 
pals  an  unfavoural?le  judgement  may  lead  us 
to  indulge  a  hope,  that  ^^  the  root  of  the  mat- 
♦^  ter  is  found  in  themf*  yet  wc  muft  at  leaft 
declare  to  them,  that  inftead  of  adorning  the 
dodrine  of  Chrift,  they  diip^age  and  dif^ 
credit  it.  The  world  fees  not  thqir  fecret 
humiliation,  nor  the  e^fercifes  of  their  clofets, 
but  it  is  acute  in  difc'erning  praftical  weak^ 
neffes :  and  if  it  obferve  that  they  have  the 
fame  eagernefs  iij  the  purfuit  of  wealth  or 
ambition,  the  fame  vain  tafte  for  pftentatioq. 
and  difplay,  the  feme  ungoverned  tempers, 
which  are  found  in  the  generality  of  man- 
kind ;  it  will  treat  with  contempt  their  pre-r 
tences  to»fuperior  fanftity  and  indifFerence 
to  worldly  things,  and  will  be  hardened  in 
its  prejudices  againft  the  only  mode,  which 
God  has  provided  for  our  efcaping  the 
wrath  to  come,  and  obtaining  eten^al  hapr 
pinels. 

Let  him  then,  who  would  be  indeed 
a  Chriftian,  watch  over  his  ways  and  over 
his  heart  with  unceaiing  circurnfpeflioiit 
Let  him  endeavour  to  learn,  both  from  meu 
Wid  books,   particularly  from  the  lives  of 

.  eminent 
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eminent  Chriftians  (a)^  what  methods  have 
beeii  aftually*  found  moft  efFe6hial  for  the 
conqueft  of  every  particular  vice,  -and  for  im- 
provement in  every  branch  of  holincfs.  Thus 
ftudying  his  own  charafter,  and  obferving 
the  moft  fecret  workings  of  his  own  mind, 
and  of  our  common  nature;  the  knowledge 
which  he  will  acquire  of  the  human  heart 
in  general,  and  efpecially  of  his  own,  will 
be  of  the  higheft  utility,  in  enabling  him  to 
avoid  or  to  guard  againft  the  occafions  of 
evil :  and  it  will  alfo  tend,  above  all  things,  to 
the  growth  of  humility,  and  to  the  main- 
tenance of  that  fobriety  of  fpirit  and  tender- 
nefs  of  confcience,  which  are  eminently 
chara6teriftic  of  the  true  Chriftiau.  It  is  by 
this  unceafing  diligence,  as  the  Apoftle  de- 
clares, that  the  fervants  of  Chrift  muft  make 

(a)  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  a  few  ufeful  publica- 
tions of  this  fort.  Walton's  Lives,  particularly  the  laft 
edition  by  Mr.  Zouch ;  Gilpin's  Lives  j  the  Lives  of  Bifhop 
Bedell  and  Bifliop  Bull ;  of  Archbifhop  Udier ;  Fell's  Life 
of  Hammond ;  Archdeacon  HaraiIton*s  Life  of  Mr.  Bonnel, 
Accomptant  General  of  Ireland,  recommended  by  the  Arch- 
biftiop  of  Dublin,  the  Bifhops  of  Meath,  Derry,  Limerick, 
Clogher,  and  Downej  fome  extrafis  from  Burnet  of  the 
Life  of  the  incomparable  Leighton,  prefixed  to  a  volume  of 
the  latter's  Sermons ;  Paffages  of  the  Life  of  Lord  Rocbefter, 
by  Burnet }  the  Life  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale;  of  the  excel- 
lent Doddridge,  by  Orton;  of  Henry,  father  and  fon;  of 
Mather;  of  Halyburton;  Hamfon's  and  Whitehead's  Life  of 
Wefley;  Life  of  Baxter,  by  himfelf,  &c,  &c.  &c, 

their 
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CHAP*    their  calling  fure.     Their  labour  will  not.lltl 
VII.      thrown  away ;   for   "  an  entrance  (hall"  at 
length  ^^  be  miniftered  unto  them  abundantly^ 
into  the  everlafting  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift/* 


Sect.   IIL 

Bn(f  Obfa-vaUons  addrejfed  to  Sceptics  and 

Unitarians^ 

THERE  is  another  clafs  of  men>  an  in- 
creafing  clafs,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  this  coun^ 
try,  that  of  abfolute  unbelievers,  with  which 
this  little  work  has  properly  no  concern : 
but  may  the  writer,  fincercly  pitying  their 
melancholy  flate,  be  permitted  to  aik  them 
one  plain  queftion?  If  Chriftianity  be  not  in 
their  eftimation  true,  yet  is  there  not  at  lead 
a  prefumption  in  its  favour,  flifficient  to  en- 
title it  to  a  ferious  examination;  from. its  hav- 
ing been  embraced,  and  that  not  blindly  and 
implicitly,  but  upon  full  inquiry  and  deep 
confideration,  by  Bacon,  and  Milton,  and 
Locke,  and  Newton,  and  much  the  greater 
part  of  thofe,  who,  by  the  reach  of  their  un- 
derftandings,  or  the  extent  of  their  know- 
ledge, and  by  the  freedom  too  of  their  minds, 

and 
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and  their  daring  to  combat  exifting  pre- 
judices, have  called  forth  the  refpe6l  and  ad- 
miration of  mankind  ?  It  might;  be  deerned 
Icarcely  fair  to  infift  on  Churchmen,  though 
ibme  of  them  are  among  the  greateft  names 
this  country  has  ever  known.  Can  the  Icep- 
tic  in  general  fay  with  truth,  that  he  has 
cither  profecuted  an  examination  into  the 
evidencies  of  Revelation  at  all,  or  at  leaft 
with  a  ferioufnefs  and  diligence  in  any  de» 
gree  proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
fubjeft  ?  The  fa6l  is,  and  it  is  a  faft  which 
redounds  to  the  honour  of  Chriftianity,  that 
infidelity  is  not  the  refult  of  fober  inquiry 
and  deliberate  preference.  It  is  rather  the 
flow  produ6lion  of  a  carelefs  and  irreligious 
life,  operating  together  with  prejudices^  and 
erroneous  conceptions,  concerning  the  nature 
of  the  leading  dotlrines  and  fundamental 
tenets  of  Chriftianity. 

Take  the  cafe  of  young  men  of  condition,  Progwf$of 
bred  up  by  what  we  have  termed  nominal  "  *  "^" 
Chriftians.  When  children,  they  are  carried 
to  church,  and  thence  they  become  ac- 
quainted with  fuch  parts  of  Scripture  as  are 
contained  in  our  pubUc  fervice.  If  their 
parents  preferve  ftill  more  of  the  Quftoms  of 
better  times  they  are  taught  their  Catechifnx, 

^  and 


and  furniflied  with  a  little  farth^  religidiis 
knowledge^  After  a  while,  they  go  frorfci 
under  the  eyes  of  their  parents  j  they^ntcr 
into  the  worlds  and  move  forward  in  the 
path  of  life^  whatever  it  may  be^  which  has 
been  affigned  to  them.  They  yield  to  the 
temptations  which  affail  them^  and  become^ 
more  or  lefs,  diffipated  and  licentious.  At 
leaft  they  negleft  to  look  into  their  Bible'; 
they  do  not  enlarge  the  fphere  of  their  religi* 
ous  acquifitions ;  they  do  not  even  endeavour^ 
by  refleftion  and  ftudy^  to  turn  into  what 
tnay  deferve  the  name  of  knowledge  and  ra- 
tional cohviftion,  the  opinions  which,  in  their 
childhood,  they  had  taken  on  truft* 

They  travel,  perhaps,  into  foreign  coun-^ 
tries  ;  a  proceeding  which  naturally  tends  to 
Weaker!  their  nurfeiry  prejudice  in  favour  of 
the  Religion  in  which  they  were  bred,  and  by 
removing  them  from  all  means  of  public  wor- 
(hip,  to  relax  their  praftical  habits  of  Re- 
ligion. They  return  home^  and  commonly 
are  either  hurried  round  in  the  vortex  of  diA 
fipation,  or  engage  with  the  ardour  of  youth- 
ful minds  in  fome  public  or  profeffional  pur- 
fuit.  If  they  read  or  hear  any  thing  about 
Chriftianity,  it  is  commonly  only  about  thofe 
tenets  which  are  fiibje6ls  of  Controverfy  :•  and 

what 


VARIOUS  DESCRIPTIONS   OF  PERSONS.  4S1 

what  reaches  their  ears  of  the  Bible,  from 
their  occafional  attendance  at  church ;  though 
it  may  fbmetimes  imprefs  them  with  an  idea 
of  the  purity  of  Chriftian  morality,  contains 
much  which,  coming  thus  detached,  perplexes 
and  offends  them,  and  fuggefts  various  doubts 
and  ftartliug  objedions,  which  a  farther  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Scripture  would  remove* 
Thus  growing  more  and  more  to  know  Chris- 
tianity only  by  the  difficulties  it  contains.; 
ibmetimes  tempted  by  the  ambition  of  fliew^ 
ing  themfelves  iuperior  to  vulgar  prejudice, 
and  always  prompted  by  the  natural  pride  of 
the  human  heart  to  cafl:  off  their  lubje6lion  to 
dogmas  impofed  on  them  ;  difgufted,  perhaps, 
by  the  immoral  lives  of  fome  profefled  Chrif- 
tians,  by  .the  weakneffes  and  abfufdities  of 
others,  and  by  what  they  obferve  to  be  the 
implicit  belief  of  numbers,  whom  they  fee 
and  know  to  be  equally  ignorant  with  them- 
ielves,  many  doubts  and  fufpicions  of  greater 
or  leis  extent  ipring  up  within  them.  Thefe 
doubts  enter  into  the  mind  at  firft  almoft  im- 
perceptibly :  they  exift  only  as  vague  indif- 
tinft  furmifes,  and  by  no  means  take  the 
preoife  ihape  or  the  fubftance  of  a  formed 
opinion.  At  firft,  probably,  they  even  of- 
fend and  ftartle  by  their  intrufion :  but  by 
degrees  the  unpleafant  feo^itions  which  they 

I  i  once 
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once  e:itcitc(l  wear  oflf :  the  mind  grows  more 
familiar  with  them.  A  confuied  fenfe  (for 
iuch  it  is,  rather  than  a  formed  idea)  of  its 
being  defirable  that  their  doubts  fhonld  prove 
well  founded,  and  of  the  comfort  and  en- 
largement which  would  be  afforded  by  that 
proof,  lends  them  much  fecret  aid.  The  im- 
predion  becomes  deeper  ;  not  in  confequence 
of  being  reinforced  by  frefh  arguments,  but 
merely  by  dint  of  having  longer  refted  in  the 
mind  ;  and  as  they  increaie  in  force,  they 
crefep  on  and  extend  themfehres.  At  l^gth 
they  diffufe  themfelves  over  the  whole  of  Re- 
ligion, and  poflefs  the  mind  in  undiihirbed 
occupancy. 

It  is  by  no  means  meant  that  this  is  uni- 
verfally  the  procefs.  But,  (peaking  generally, 
this  might  be  termed,  perhaps  not  unjuftly, 
the  natural  hijiory  of  fccpticifm.  It  approves 
itfclf  to  the  experience  of  thofe  who  have  with 
any  care  watched  the  progrefs  of  infidelity  in 
perfons  around  them  ;  and  it  is  confirmed  by 
the  written  lives  of  fome  of  the  moft  eminent 
unbelievers.  It  is  curious  to  read  their  own 
accounts  of  themfelves,  the  rather  as  they  ac- 
cord fo  exadly  with  the  refult  of  our  own 
obfervation. — We  find  that  they  once  perhaps 
gave  a  fort  of  implicit  hcreditar}^  aflcnt  tathc 

truth 
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truth  of  ChriJftianity,  and  were  wbat^  by  a 
mifthievous  perverfion  of  language,  the  world 
denominates  believers.     How  were  they  then 
awakened  from  their  deep  of  ignorance  ?   At 
what  ftnoment  did  the  light  of  truth  beam  in 
upon  them,  and  diffipate  the  darknefe  in  which 
they  had  been  involved  ?    The  period  of  their 
infidelity  is  marked  by*  no  fiich  determinate 
boundary,    Reafon,  and  thought,  and  inquiry, 
had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  it.     Having 
for  many  years  lived  carelefs   and  irreligicJus 
lives,  and  affociated  with  companions  isqpally 
carelefs  and  irreligious ;   riot  by  fbrce  of  ftudy 
and  reflcdion,  but  rather  by  the  lapfe.of  time, 
they  at  length  attained  to  their  infidel  matur 
rity.     It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  where  any 
are  reclaimed  from  infidelity,  it  is  generally 
by  a  procefs  much  more  rational  than  that 
which  has  been  here  defcribed.     Something 
awakens  them  to  reflexion.     Thpy  ^amin<^ 
thejTconfider,  and  at  length  yield  their  a^nt 
to  Chriftianity  on  what  they  deem  fufficient 
grounds* 

From  the  account  here  given,  it  appears 
plainly  that  infidelity  is  generally  the  offspring 
of  prejudice,  and  that  its  fucccfs  is  chiefly  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  depravity  of  the  moral 
charadter*    This/a^  i^jKHifirmed  by  the  un- 

I  i  2  deniablo 
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deniable  truth,  that  irxfocieties^  which  con(ifl 
of  individuals,  infidelity  is  the  natural  fruit, 
not  (o  much  of  a  ftudious  and  difputatious,  as 
of  a  diilipated  and  vicious  age.  It  difRifes  it- 
felf  in  proportion  as  the  general  morals  de- 
cline ;  and  it  is  embraced  with  leis  apprehen- 
iion,  when  every  infidel  is  kept  in  fpirits,  by 
feeing  many  around  him  who  are  iharing  for- 
tunes* with  himfelf. 

To  any  fair  mind  this  confideration  alone 
liiight  be  offered,  as  iiiggefting  a  ftrong  argu- 
ment againft  infidelity,  and  in  favour  of  Re- 
velation. And  the  friends  of  Chriftianity 
might  juftly  retort  the  charge,  which  their  op* 
ponents  often  urge  with  no  little  affe6lation 
of  fuperior  wifdom  ;  that  we  implicitly  fur- 
render  ourfelves  to  the  influence  of  prejudice, 
inflead  of  examining  difpaifionately  the  ground 
of  our  faith,  and  yielding  our  aflent  only  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  evidence*  , 

In  our  own  days,  when  it  is  but  too -clear 
that  infidelity  increafes,  it  is  not  in  confe- 
quenfce  of  the  reafoniugs  of  the  infidel  wri- 
ters having  been  much  ftudied,  but  froin  the 
progrefs  of  luxury,  and  the  decay  of  morals  : 
and,  fb  far  as  this  incjreafe  may  be  traced  at 
all  to  the  works  of  fceptical  writers;  it  has 
1  •  -  been 
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been  produced,  not  by  argumerlt  anddifctii>- 
fion,  but  by  iarcafms  and  points  of  wit,  which 
H^ve  operated  on  weak  minds,  or  on  nominal 
Ghriftians,  by  bringing  gradually  into  con- 
tempt, opinions  which,  in  their  cafe,  had 
ontly  refted  on  the  bafis  of  blind  refpeft  and 
the  prejudices  of  education.  It  may  there-* 
fore  be  laid  down  as.  an  axiom,  that  infidelity 
is  in  general  a  difeafe  of  the  heart  more  than  of 
the  underftanding.  Jf  Revelation  were  aflailed 
only  by  reafbn  and  argument,  it  would  have 
little  to  fear.  The  literary, oppofers  of  Chrif* 
tianity,  from  Herbert  to  Hume,  have  been 
feldoinread.  They  made  fbme  ftir  in  their 
day  :  during  their  fpan  of  exiftence  they  were 
noify  4nd  noxious ;  but  like  the  locufts  of  tho 
eafl,  ^^ch  for  a  while  obicure  the  air,  and 
deftroy  the  verdyre,  they  were  foon  fwept 
away  and  forgotten.  Their  very  names  would 
be  fcafcely  found,  if  Inland  had  not  pre- 
ferved  theqa  frpm  oblivion.       '^ 

# 

The  account  which  has  been  given,  of  Unitiriant, 
the  fecret,  but  grand^^  Iburce.  of  infidelity, 
may  perhaps  juftly  be  extended,  as  being 
not  feldom  true  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  who 
deny  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the 
Qofpel  .        '      , 

•  » 
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In  the  courfe  which  we  latelv  traced  from 
nominal  orthodoxy  to  abfblutc  infidelity,  Uni-» 
tarianifm  (a)  is  indeed,  a  Ibrt  of  half-way 
houfe,  if  the  expreflion  may  be  pardoned  ;  a 
ftage  on  the  journey,  where  Ibmetimes  a  per- 
fon  indeed  finally  ftops,  but  where,  not  un- 
frequently,  he  only  paufes  for  a  while,  and 
then  purfues  his  progrefs- 

The  Unitarian  teachers  by  no  means  pro- 
fefs  to  abfolve  their  followers  from  the  un- 
bending ftriftnefs  of  Chriftian  morality. 
Thfey  prefcribe  the  predominant  love  of  God, 
arid  au  habitual  {pirit  of  devotion  :  but  it  is 
an  uuqueftionable  faft ;  •  a  fa6l  which  they 
themfelves  almoft  admit,  that  this  elafs  of 
religionifts  is  not  in  general  diftinguifted  for 
fupcrior  purity  of  life  ;  and  ftill  lefs  for  that 
frame  of  mihd,  which,  by  the  injunftion  **  to 
^'  be  {J>irltually,  not  carnally,  minded,''  the 
word  of  God  prefcribes  to  us,  as  one  of  the 

(a)  The  author  is  aware,  that  he  may  perhaps  be  cenfur- 
cd  for  conceding  this  term  to  the  clafs  of  perfons  now  in 
queftion,  fmce  orthodox  Chriftians  equally  contend  for  the 
unity  of  the  Divine  Nature :  and  it  perhaps  may  hardly  be  a 
fufEcient  cxcpfe,  that,  it  not  bcjng  his  objeft  particularly 
to  refute  the  errors  of  Unitarianifm,  he  ufes  the  term  in  its 
popular  fenfe  rather  than  give  needlefs  offence.  He  thus 
guards,  however,  againft  any  falfe  conftrudlion  being  drawn 
from  hisufe  of  it, 

fureft 
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foreft  tefts  of  our  experiencing  the  vital 
power  of  Chriftianity.  On  the  contrary,  in 
point  of  fad,  Unitarianiftn  feems  to  be  relbrted 
to,  not  merely  by  thofe  who  are  difgufted 
with  the  peculiar  doftrines  of  Chriftianity; 
but  by  thoie  alio  who  are  feeking  a  refuge 
from  the  ftriftncfs  of  her  pradical  precepts  ; 
and  who,  more  particularly.  Would  ,efcape 
from  the  obUgation  which  (he  impofes  on  her 
adherents,  rather  ,to  incur  the  dreaded  charge 
of  fiiigularity,  than  fall  in  with  thp  declining 
manners  of  ^  diffipate4  age, 

Unitarianism,  where  it  may  lie  fuppofed 
to  proceed  from  the  undcrft^nding  rather  than 
from  the  heart,  is  not  unfrequently  produced 
by  a  confufed  idea  of  the  difficqlties,  or,  as 
they  are  termed,  the  imppflibilitips  which 
orthodox  Chriftianity  is  iuppofed  to  involve. 
It  is  not  our  intention  to  qijter  into  the  con- 
troverfy  {a)  :    but  it  roay  npt  be  improper  tq 

(a)  T)ie  author  of  this  treatife  has,  fince  its  completion, 
perufed  a  work  entitled,  Calvitiifm  and  SocinJaniTm  com- 
pared, by  A.  Fuller,  &c  :  aqd,  without  reference  to  the 
peculiarities  of  Calvinifixi,  be  is  happy  to  embrace  thi!^ 
opportunity  of  confefBng  the  high  obligation  which,  in 
common  with  all  the  friends  of  true  Religion,  he  owm 
to  the  author  of  that  highly  valuable  publication  for  his 
mafterly  defence  of  the  do&rines  of  Chriftianity,  and  hif 
9cute  refutatiqn  of  the  oppolite  errors. 
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CHAP*   make  one  remark  as  a  guard  to  perfbns  ia 
vrr.      whofe  way  the  arguments  of  the  Uaitariftns 
Advamag^  ^^7  ^^  likely  to  fall ;  namely,  that  one  great 
SfitTfilZ  advantage  poffefled  by  Deifts,  and  perhaps  in 
Unitarians    a  ftill  greater  degree  by  Unitarians,  in  their 
ingwith      warfare  with  the  Chriftian  lyftem,  refults 
|!oncm$.'     from  the  very  circumdances  of  their  being, 
the  aflailants.     They  urge  what  they  ftate 
to  be  powerful  arguments  againft  the  truth 
of  the  fundamental  do6lrines  of  Chriftianity, 
and  then  call  upon  men  to  abandon  them  as 
pofts  no  longer  tenable.     But  they,  who  are 
difj^ofed  to  yield  to  this  aflault,  fliould  call  to 
mind,  that  it  has  pleafed  God  fo  to  eftablifh 
the  conflitution  of  all  things,  that  perplexing 
difficulties  and  plaufible  objedions  may  be 
adduced  againft  the  moft  eftabliihed  truths j 
fuch,  for  inftance,  as  the  being  of  a  God,  and 
many  others  both  phyiical  and  moral.    In  all 
cafes,  therefore,  it  becomes  us,  not  on  a  par- 
tial view  to  rejeft  any  propofition,  becaufe  it 
is  attended  with  difficulties ;  but  to  compare 
•   the  difficulties  which  it  involves,  with  thofe 
which    attend    the    alternative    propofition 
which  muft  be  embraced   on  its   rejeftion. 
We  fhould  put  to  the  proof  the  alternative 
propoiition  in  its  turn,  and  fee  whether  it  be 
not  ftill  lels  tenable  than  that  which  we  are 

lummoned 
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fummonedtd  abandon.  In  Ihort,  we  (hould  guct^ 
examine  (Jircunifpeftly  on  all  fides ;  and  abide  "J* 
by  that  opinion  which,  on  carefiilly  balancing 
all  confideratioiis,  appears  fairly  entitled  to 
our  preference.  Experience,  however,  will 
have  convinced  the  attentive  obferver  of  thofe 
around  him,  that  it  has  been  for  want  of 
adverting-  to  this  juft  and  obvious  principle, 
that  the  Unitarians  in  particular  have  gained 
moft  of  their  profelytes  from  the  Church, 
fo  far  as  argument  has  contributed  to  their 
fuccefs.  If  the  Unitarians,  or  even  the  Deifts, 
were  confidered  in  their  turn  as  mafters  of 
the  field ;  and  were  in  their  turn  attacked, 
both  by  argpments  tending  to  disprove  their 
fyfl:em  dire6tly,  attd  to  di{prove  it  indire6lly, 
by  (hewing  the  high  probability  of  the  truth 
of  Chriftianity,  and  of  its  leading  and  pecu- 
liar dodrines,  it  is  mofl:  likely  that  they  would 
foon  appear  wholly  unable  to  keep  their 
ground.  In  (hort,  reafoning  fairly,  there  is 
no  medium  between  abfolute  Pyrrhonifm 
and  true  Chrifliianity  :  and  if  we  rejefit  the 
latter  on  ^  account  of  its  difficulties,  we  ihall 
be  ftill  more  loudly  called  upon  to  rejeft 
every  other  {yfl:em  which  has  been  offered 
to  the  acceptance  of  mankind.  This  con- 
fideratioh  might,  perhaps,  witli  advantage  be 
;  more 
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more  attended  to  than  it  has  been,  by  thoib 
who  take  vpon  them  to  vindicate  the  truth 
of  our  holy  Religion :  as  many,  who  from 
inconfideration,  or  any  other  cauie,  are  dif- 
pofed  to  give  up  the  great  fundamentals  of 
Chriftianity,  would  be  flartled  by  the  idea^ 
that  on  the  fame  principle  on  which  they 
did  this,  they  miuft  give  up  the  hope  of  find-r 
ing  any  reft  for  the  fole  of  their  foot  on  aiiy 
ground  of  Religion,  and  not  flop  fhort  of 
unqualified  Atheifm, 


HalfUn. 

believers. 


Besides  the  clafs  of  thofe  who  profeflcdly 
rejeft  revelation,  there  is  another,  and  that 
alio,  it  is  to  be  feared,  an  increaiing  one, 
which  may  be  called  the  daf$  of  half-unbe* 
lievers,  who  are  to  be  found  in  various  de- 
grees of  approximation .  to  a  ftate  of  abib« 
lute  infidelity.     The  fyftem,  if  it  deferve  the 
name,   of  thefe  men,   is  grofsly  irrational^ 
Hearing  many  who  aflert  and  many  who 
deny  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  and  not  re* 
flefting  ferioufly  enough  to  confider  that  it 
muft  be  either  true  or  falfe,  they  take  up  a 
ftrange  fort  of  middle  opinion  of  its  qualified 
truth.     They  conceive  that  there  muft   be 
fbmething  in  it,  though  by  no  means  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  is  pufhed  by  orthodox 

Chriftians, 


VARIOUS   DESCRIPTIONS  OF  ,  PERSONS. 

Chriftiaiis.  They  grant  the  reality  of  future 
punifliment,  and  even  that  they  themfelves 
cannot  altogether  exped  to  efcap?  it ;  yet, 
**  they  truft  it  will  not  go  fb  hard  with  then> 
^*  as  the  churchmen  ftate  :''  and  though  difi 
believing  almoft  every  .material  dpdlrine 
which  Chriftianity  contains;  yet,  even  ia 
their  own  minds,  they  by  no  means  conceive 
themfelves  to  be  inliftecjl  under  the  banners 
of  infidelity,  or  to  have  much  caufe  for  any 
great  apprehenfion  left  Chriftianity  fliould 
prove  true. 

But  let  thefe  men  be  reminded,  that  there 
is  no  middle  way.  If  they  can  be  prevailed 
on  to  look  into  their  Bible,  and  do  not  make 
up  their  minds  abfolutely  to  rejedl  its  autho- 
rity; they  muft  admit  that  there  is  no  ground 
whatever  for  this  vain  hope,  which  they  fufFer 
themfelves  to  indulge,  of  efcaping  but  with  a 
flight  meafure  of  punifliment.  Nor  let  them 
fhink  their  guilt  ,inconfiderable.  Is  it  not 
grofsly  criminal  to  trifle  with  the  long-fuffer-r 
ing  of  God,  to  defpife  alike  his  iiivitatipps  and 
his  threatenings,  and  the  offer  of  his  jSpiri^ 
of  grace,  and  the  precious  blood  of  the  Re? 
deemer  ?  Far  different  is  the  Scripture  $f]:iT 
jiiate  J  **  How  fliall  we  efcape  if  we  negle6l 

*^fo 
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CHAP.  **  (o  great  falvatioii ?'*  **  It  fliall  be  more 
VII.  "  tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  iii  the 
"  day  of  judgement/*  than  for  them,  who 
^  voluntarily  (hut  their  eyes  againft  that  full 
Kght,  which  the^  bounty  of  Heaveu  has 
poured  out  upon  them.  Thefe  half^unbe-s 
licvers  are  even  more  reprehenfibfe  than 
downright  fceptics,  for  remaining  in  this 
ftate  of  carelels  uncertainty,  without  endea^ 
vouring  to  afcertain  the  truth  or  falfehood  of 
revelation.  The  ptobability  which  they 
admit,  that  it  may  be  true,  impofes  on  them 
an  additional  and  an  undeniable  obligation  to 
inquiry.  But  both  to  them  and  to  decided 
fceptics  it  muft  be  plainly  declared,  that  they 
are  in  thefe  days  lefs  excufable  than  ever,  for 
not  looking  into  the  grounds  and  proofs  on 
which  is  refted  the  truth  of  Chriftianity ;  for 
never  before  were  thefe  proofs  fb  plainly^ 
and  at  fo  eafy  a  rate^  offered  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  mankind.  Through  the  bounty  of 
Providence,  the  more  widely  {preading  poilbn 
of  infidelity  has  in  our  days  been  met  with 
more  numerous  and  more  powerful  antidotes. 
One  of  thefe  has  been  already  pointed  out  : 
and  it  Ihould  be  matter  of.  farther  gratitude 
to  every  real  Chriftian,  that  in  the  very  place 
on  which  modern  infidelity  had  difplayed  the 

ftandarcl 
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fiandard  of  viftory,  a  warrior  In  the  fervice  of 
Religion,  a  man  of  the  moft  acute  difcernment 
and  profound  refearch,  has  been  raifed  up  by 
Providence  to  quell  their  trmmphf  aj .  He  was 
ibon  taken  from  us ;  but  happily  for  him  and 
for  ourfelves,  not  till  he  had  announced,  that; 
like  thd  Magi  of  old,  he  had  feen  the  ftar  of 
Chrifl:  in  the  Eaft,  and  had  fallen  down  and 
worfhipped  him.  Another  (hould  be  men- 
tioned with  honour,  who  is  purfuing  the  tnack 
which  that  great  man  had  pointed  out  f^iji 
Henceforth  let  all  obje6tors  againft  Chriftia-* 
nity,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  disproved  by 
the  oriental  records,  be  put  to  filence.  Th6 
ftrength  of  their  caufe  confift^d  in  their  ig-» 
norance,  and  in  our  own,  of  oriental  learning. 
They  availed  themfelves  fqr  a  while  of  oui: 
being  in  a  ftate  of  darknefs;  but  the  light  of 
day  has  at  length  broken  in  and  expofed  to 
deferved  contempt  their  fuperficial  jpeca* 
lations. 

The  infatuation  pf  thefe  unbelievers  upon 
truft  would  be  lefs  ftriking,  if  they  were 

(a)  It  Is  almoft  fuperfluous  to  ftate,  that  Sir  William 
Jones k  here. meant,  who,  from  the  teftimony borne  to  his 
extraordinary  talents  by  Sir  John  Shore,  in  his  firft  addrels 
to  the  Afutic  Society  of  Calcutta,  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  moft  extraordinary  genius  and  aftonilhing  eru- 
dition. 

(b)  Mr.  Maurice, 

able 
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able  altogether  to  decline  Chriftianity ;  and 
were  at  liberty  to  relinquifli  their  pre* 
tenfions  to  its  rewards,  on  condition  of  be- 
ing exempted  from  its  punifhments.  But 
that  is  not  the  cafe;  they  muft  ftand  the 
rifle  of  the  encounter,  and  their  eternal 
happinefs  or  mifery  is  fiifpended  upon  the  if^ 
file  (a).  What  muft  be  the  emotions  of  thefe 
men,  on  iirft  opening  their  eyes  in  the  world 
of  fpirits,  and  being  convmced,  too  late,  of 
the  aweful  reality  of  their  impending  ruin  ? 
May  the  mercy  and  the  power  of  God  awaken 
them  from  their  defperate  flumber,  while  life 
is  yet  (pared,  and  there  is  yet  fpace  for  rc^ 
pentfcnce! 

(a)  This  argument  is  prefled  with  uncommon  force  in 
Pascal's  Thoughts  on  Religion,  a  work  highly  valuable, 
though  not  in  every  part  to  be  approved ;  abounding  in 
particular  with  thofe  deep  views  of  Religion)  which  the 
name  of  its  author  prepares  us  to  expe<^. 
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Advice  fuggefted  by  the  jlate  of  the  times  to 

tme  Ckrijiians. 

TO  thofe,  who  really  defervc  the  appella- 
tion of  true  Chriftians,  much  has  been  faid 
incidentally  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefcnt 
work.  It  has  been  maintained,  and  the  pro- 
pofition  will  not  be  difputed  by  any  found  or 
oxperienced  politician,  that  they  arc  always 
moft  important  men^bers  of  the  community. 
But  we  may  boldly  aflert,  that  there  never 
was  a  period  wherein,  more  juftly  than 
in  the  prefent,  this  could  be  affirmed  of 
them;  whether  the  fituktion,  in  all  its 
circumftances,  of  our  own  country  be  at- 
tentively confidered,  or  the  general  ftate  of 
fociety  in  Europe.  Let  them  on  their  part 
ferioufly  weigh  the  important  ftation  which 
they  fill,  and  the  various  duties  which  it 
now  peculiarly  enforces  '  on  them.  If  wc 
con{ult  the  moft  intelligent  accounts  of  fo- 
reign countries,  which  have  been  recently 
publiihed,  and  compare  them  with  the  re- 
ports of  former  travellers;  we  muft  be  con- 
vinced, that  Religion  and  the  ftandard  of 
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morals  are  every  where  declining,  abroact 
even  more  rapidly  than  in  our  own  coun- 
try. But  ftill,  the  progrcls  of  irreligion, 
and  the  decay  of  morals  at  home,  are  fiich  as 
to  alarm  every  coniiderate  mind,  and  to 
forebode  the  worft  confequences,  unlefs 
ibme  remedy  can  be  applied  to  the  growing 
evil.  We  can  depead  only  upon  true  Chrif- 
tians  for  efFefting,  in  any  degree,  this  im- 
portant fervice.  Their  fyftem  is  that  of 
our  national  church:  and  in  proportion, 
therefore,  as  their  fyftem  prevails,  or  as  it 
increafes  in  relpeft  and  eftimation,  from  the 
manifeft  good  conduft  of  its  followers ;  in 
that  very  proportion  the  church  is  ftrength- 

ened  in  the  foundations,  on  which  alone  it  can 

* 

be  much  longer  (upported,  the  efteem  and  at- 
tachment of  its  members,  and  of  the  nation  at 
large.  Zeal  is  required  in  the  caufe  of  Re- 
ligion ;  they  only  can  feel  it.  The  charge 
of  fingularity  muft  be  incurred ;  they  only 
will  dare  to  encounter  it.  Uniformity  of 
conduft,  and  perfeverance  in  exertion,  will 
be  requifite ;  ariiong  no  others  can  we  look 
for  thofe  qualities. 

Let  true  Chriftians  then,  with  becoming 
earneftnefs,  ftrive  in  all  things  to  recommend 
their  profeffion,  and  to  put  to  fileuce  the  vaiii 

fcoffs^ 


icofis  of  ignorant  objcdcca^  jLet|hei]|  boldly 
aiiert  the  cauie  of  Chrift  in  an  age  whoa  iti 
man>,  who  bear  the  name  of  Chriftiaiis,, ar^Q 
lUhamed  of  HiiD :  and  let  them  confider  as  6c^ 
yolved  on  Them  the  important  du^  of  <  (xtf- 
{)ending  for  a  while  the  Ml  of  their  countryi 
and,  perhaps^  of  performing  a. ftill  more  exi^ 
tenfive  fcrvice  to  fbciety  at  large ;  not  by  buly 
interference  in  politics^  in  which  it  cannot 
but  be  confefled  there  is  much  unce^ainty ; 
but  rather  by  that  ilire  and  radical  .benefit 
of  reftpriag  the  influence  of  Religion,  and  of 
railing  the  ilandard  of  morality. 

LEtT  them  be  aftive,  ufeful,  gunercxus  to* 
wards  others;  manifeftly  moderate  and  felf- 
denying  in  themfelves. ,  Let  them  be  afhamed 
of  idleneis,  as  they  would  be  of  the  moft  ac«- 
knowledged  fin.  .  When  Providence  bleffes 
them  with  affluence,  let  them  withdraw  from 
thccon^tition  of  vanity;  and,  without  foxr 
diduefs  OK  abflirdity,  (hew  by  their  modeft  de« 
meanour,  and  by  their  retiring  from  difplay, 
that,,  without  afFe^ing  fmgularity,  they  are 
not  flaves  to  fafhion ;  that  they  confidef  it  as 
their  duty  to  fet  an  example  of  nuxieration 
and  fbbriety,  and  to  refervc  for  nobler  and 
more  diiinterefled  pivpofes,  that ,  mpne}^ 
which  others  ieli^ywaib  in  p^^iiade,,  and 

K  k  drefs. 


VIJi 


.4fJ$  '  f  H  A  CT I  eXL-    ft  I K  T6     TO 

C*-4iPi  drets,  iAd  equipage*  Let  them  evince,  in 
fhort^  a  matufeft  modemtion  in  all  temporal 
thin^;  as  becomes  th^whbfe  afle^ionS  ard 
^  fet  on  higher  objeffe  tftiAn  *  any  which'  thi^ 
world  aflbrds,  and  >Vh6  poflefs,  within  their 
own  bofbms,  a  fund  of  fatisfa6lioh  and  com- 
fort, which  the  world  (eeks  inv^tyand  dit 
fipation.  Let  them  cultivate  a  catholic  Spi- 
rit of  univerfal  good  will,  and  of  amicable  fel- 
lowfhip  towards  all  thofe,  of  whatever  fe6l 
or  denomination,  who,  differing  from  them 
in  noii-^fllentials,  agree  with  diem  in  tlie 
grand  fundamentals  of  Religion.  Let  thetii 
countenance  men  of  real  piety  wherever 
they  are  found;  and  encourage  in  others 
every  attempt  to  reprefs  the  progref^  of  Vice, 
and  to  revive  and  difFufe  the  influence  of  Re* 
ligion  and  Virtue.  Let  their  eameft  prayers 
be  conftantly  offered,  that  liich  endeavours 
may  be  fuccefsful,  and  that  the  abufed  long- 
(ufFering  of  God  may  ftill  continue  to  us  the 
invaluable  privilege  of  vital  Chriftianity. 

Let  them  pray  continually  for  their  coun- 
try ih  this  (eafbn  of  national  difficulty.  We 
bear  upon  us  but  too  plainly  the  marks  of  a 
declining  empire.  Who  can  fay  but  that  the 
Governor  of  the  univerfe,  who  declares  him- 
felf  to  be  a  God  who  hears  the  prayers  of  his 
fervants.  may,  in  anfwer  to  their  intercef- 
4  (ions. 
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iions,  for  a  while  *vprt  pur  ruiii,  and  conti-  ^jqr, 
nvp  tQ  ^§  thp  fulnef§  of  tliofe  temporal  blef-  fv* 
iipgfi,  which  in  fuch  abundant  meafiire  we 
have  hithertp  enjoyed  l^aj.  Men  of  the  world, 
indeed^  however  they  may  admit  the  natural 
pperatipn  of  natural  caufes,  and  may  there- 
fore cpnfefs  th^  effeds  of  Religion  and  Mo- 
fsJjJy  ifi  promoting  the  well  being  of  the 
conamunity ;  may  yet,  according  to  their  hu- 
mour, with  a  finile  of  compjficent  pity,  or  a 
fneer  of  fiipercilious  contempt,  read  of  the 
iervice  which  real  Chriftians  may  render 
to  their  country,  by  conciliating  the  favour 
and  caJHng  down  the  jbleffing  of  Providence. 
It  may  appear  in  thpir  eyes  an  inft^nce  of 
the  fame  fiiperftitious  weaknefs,  as  that 
which  prompts  the  terrified  inhabitant  of 
Sicily  to  bring  forth  the  image  of  his  tute- 
lar faint,  in  order  to  flop  the  deftrud^ve  ra- 
vages of  iEtna.  We  are,  however,  fiire,  if 
we  believe  the  Scripture,  that  God  will  be 
diipofed  to  favour  the  nation  to  which  his 
lervants  belong ;  and  that,  m  faft,  fuch  as 
They,  have  often  been  the  unknown  and  un- 
nonoured  inftrunjents  of  drawmg  down  on 
their  coijntry  the  bleflings  of  fafety  and  orpf-, 
perity. 

(a)  Vide,  Some  exquifitely  beautiful  lines  in  the  h& 
book  of  CcMAiper's  Taik,  wherein  this  Ibotitent  is  intro- 
-Aiced. 
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But  it  would  be  an  inftance  in  myielf  of 
that  very  falfe  fhame  which  I  have  con- 
demned in  others,  if  I  were  not  boldly  to 
avow  my  firm  perfua(ion,  that  to  the  .decline 
df  Religion  and  Morality  our  national  difficulties 
mufi  both  diredlly  and  indiredlly  he  chief y  of- 
crihed;  and  that  my  only  folid  hopes  ^^or  the 
well-being  of  my  country  depend  notfo  much  on 
her  feet s  and  armies  ^  notfo  much  on  the  wifdom 
tfher  rulers^  or  thefpirit  of  her  people^  as  on  the 
perfuajion  that  Jhe  Jiill  contains  many^  whoj  in  a 
degenerate  age^  love  and  obey  the  GofpelofChrifi ; 
on  the  humble  truji  that  the  inter cejjion  ofthefe 
may  fill  be  prevalent^  that  for  the  fake  ofthefe^ 
Heaven  may  fill  look  upon  us  with  an  eye  of 
favour. 

Le-T  the  prayers  «f  the  Chriftian  reader  be 
alfo  offered  up  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  feeble 
endeavour  in  the  fervice  of  true  Religion. 
God  can  give  efFeft  to  the  weakeft  efibrt; 
and  the  writer  will  feel  himfelf  too  much 
honoured,  if  by  that  which  he  has  now 
been  making,  but  a  fingle  fellow -creature 
fhould  be  awakened  from  a  falfe  fccurity ; 
or  a  fingle  Chriftian,  who  deferves  the  name, 
he  animated  to  more  extenfive  uleflilnefs. 
He  may  feem  to  have  affumed  to  himfelf  a 
talk  which  he  was  ill  qualified  to  execute. 

He 
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He  fears  he  may  be  reproached  with  arrot 
gaiice  and  prefumption  for  taking  upon  him 
the  office  of  a  teacher.  Yet,  as  he  formerly 
fuggcfted,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  it  belongs 
to  ^his  public  fityation  to  inveftigate  the  ftate 
of  the  national  Religion  and  Morals;  and  that 
it  is  the  part  of  a  real  patriot  to  endeavour 
to  retard  their  decline,  and  promote' their 
revival.  But  if  the  office,  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged,  were  lefs  intimately  connefted 
with  the  duties  of  his  particular  ftation,  the 
candid  and  the  liberal  mind  would  not  be  in- 
diipofed  to  pardon  him.  Let  him  be  allowed 
to  offer  in  his  excufe  a  defire  not  only  to  dif- 
charge  a  duty  to  his  country,  but  to  acquit 
himfelf  of  what  he  deems  a  folemn  and  indif^ 
penfable  obligation  to  his  acquaintance  and  his 
friends.  Let  him  allege  the  unafFedled  foli- 
citude  which  hexfeel^  for  the  welfare  of  his 
fellow-creatures.  Let  him  urge  the  fond 
wifli  he  gladly  would  encourage ;  that,  while, 
in  fb  large  a  part  of  Europe,  a  falfe  philofophy 
having  been  preferred  before  the  leflbns  of  re- 
velation. Infidelity  has  lifted  up  her  head 
without fhame,  and  walked  abroad  boldly  and 
in  the  face  of  day ;  while  the  pradlical  conie- 
quences  are  fuch  as  might  be  expe6led,  and  li- 
centioufnefs  and  vice  prevail  without  reftraint : 
here  at  leaft  there  niight  be  a  fan6hiary,  a 
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land  of  Religion  and  Piety,  where  the  bleflings 
of  Chriftianity  migHt  Bt  ftHl  ehjtiyaA;  inhere 
the  name  of  the  Redeemer  might  (till  be  ho- 
noured ;  where  mankind  might  be  able  to  fee 
what  is,  in  truth,  the  Religion  of  Jtltis,  ahd 
what  are  its  bleffed  efFedts ;  and  whence,  if  the 
mercy  of  God  fhould  fo  ordain  it,  the  means 
of  religious  inftfuftiort  and  eonfblation  might 
be  again  extended  to  furrounding  countries 
and  to  the  world  at  large. 
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— >  true  Chridian's  condu£l  refpedlng  love  of  it^  255— *440b 
^  true  modes  of  guarding  again(iexceflive  love  oiit»  245, 245. 

—  advice  to  the    true  Chriilian  refpe^ing  love  of  iu  ^51 

—255. 
— -  love  of,  bed  moderated  by  humility  ard  charity,  15^ 

—  true  Chriftian's  temper  refpeding  ir,  254. 

Evil  fpiril,  the  exiilence  and  agency  not  contrary  to  reafofv 

45—47- 
JLr/^iW  actions  fubftitutcd  for  habits  of  mind,  195. 

F. 

Fatti,  Chriflian'5  life,  a  life  of,  198— 200* 
famiHesf  two,  the  righteous  and  tbi  wicked,  303,  304;. 
Fergufon^iht  hiflorian,  413.  \ 

Fulkr'j  Calvinifm  and  Socinianifm  compared,  487. 
Fundamentitl  pra<^cal  diflin6Hon  between  fyftems  of  nominal 
and  realChriftians,  338,  339.     357»  SS^- 

G. 

General  tone  of  morals,  Chriftianity  has  raifed  it,  150. 

-—  edablifhed  by  confent  in  every  counn-y,  3  7  7,  3  78. 

Geneva,  the  effect  of  theatres,  319. 

Cloof/f^  fervice,  falfc  charge  that  we  make  Chriftianity   fuch, 

463. 
Glory i  true  and  falfc,  what  properly  fo  called,  220. 

—  Miftakes  concerning  it,  219. 

Good  hearted  young  men,  term  mifapplied,  44c. 

G0OJ 
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Good  karteJ  young  men,  tht:  title  difproved,  447. 
Gratitude,  true  figns  of,  73,  74. 

H. 

0 

Hmhitsy  of  mind  forgotten  in  Religion,  195— 21 1. 

Heavenly  mindednefi»  bed  promoted  by  being  much  conver&ot 

with  peculiar  do6lrine$  of  Chriftianity,  356. 
/io^  5/iri/,  Scripture  dodrinc  concerning,  67.  120 — 122. 

—  popubr  notions  concerning,  77 — 79. 
Hmmu  fel^c  notions  refpe6Hng  it,  234,  235. 
/Ipni^,  Dr.  quoted,  91. 

Humility,  bed  enforced  by  peculiar  do<^ines  of  Chnflianity,  3  48 

—350. 
-*  the  ground  of  Chrifiian  graces,  210. 

—  excellent  practical  effeifls  of,  253. 

I 

/gwTtfwff  of  Chriftianityi  common,  12, 13. 

—  criminal,  14,  15. 

Importance  of  Chriftianity,  inadequate  conceptions    generally 
entertained  of  it,  7— aj. 

—  of  Chriftianity,  proofe  of  the  inadequate  ideas  generally 

entertained  of  it,  8—12. 

—  of  Chriftianity,   ideas  of  it  given  by  the   Holy  Scrip- 

tures, i6i— 20. 
^  of  Chriftianity,  beft  enforced  by  peculiar  dofhrines  of 

Chriftianity,  342. 
Inctmfifteruy  of  world's  practical  fyftem,  364,  365. 
Indifference  about  Chriftianity  generally  prevalent,  18,  19. 

—  general  towards  our  Saviour,  proofs  of,  70— -72. 
Infidelity,  common  progreis  of  it,  479^485. 

—  a  difeafeof  the  heart  more  than  of  the  underftanding,  485. 
Innocent  young  women,  term  how  mifapplied,  440. 

-->  young  women«  the  title  difproved,  447. 

/»/r/2f^j/a/ attainments,  rated  below  moral  by  Chriftianity,  367 

—371. 

—  low  degree  of  excellence  within  our  reach,  369. 

Jnety 
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7<no^  Sir  William,^  a  champion  fbcr  Chrlftianity,  495. 

"ti/Kjfmj  Lbrd  Chief  Jufttcei  comooetidadottft  of,  42^ 

L. 

J^^pf^S^^  common^  concerning  the  importance  of  Chrifiiaiiitjr, 
ra, 

—  concerning  human  corruption,  £7,  %%. 

«—  concerning  afiedions  towards  our  SaviQur,  and  Holy  Spirifs 
operations^  76—79. 

—  concerning  terms  of  acceptance  with  Ggdt  >24— >I27. 

-^  concerning  mode  of  relaxing  the  ilriAneis  of  Chriftian  piew 
ccpt,  191— 193. 

—  concerning  human  ju^catoe%  f  9].^ 

«—  concerning  amiable  tempers  and  ufeful  ll!ire9»  357; 

•*>  common  to  people  defirouf  of  repenUngt  335, 156b 

Ltamingy  votaries  of,  183,  184. 

IJfe^  Chriftian,  Ulufirated  under  figure  of  a  tmyeUer,  |xi-r«5#5. 

-^  Chrifiian's,  a  life  of  faith,  i93-«v«204. 

Vf^trgy^  bad  effefts  to  be  feared  from  its  difiift,  422.. 

JJves^  feverai  mentioned,  477. 

I   Z«vr,  true  figns  of  it,  70,  71. 

—  of  God,  its  eifential  chara6ters,  icg. 

—  of  Chrifl,  juftly  to  be  expeded  of  us,  102,  103.  113,  114* 
«»  means  of  exciting  it,  143, 144. 

— >  of  God,  defe^ve  in  nominal  Chriftians,  514,  315. 

—  of  God,  proofs  of  its  being  defeftive,  3 16—320. 

•—  .of  fellow-creatures,  nominal  Chriftians  defe^hre  in,  32 1,  322. 
••  of  fellow -creatures,  true  marks  of,  3231*^328. 

—  of  God,  bell  enforced  by  Chriftianity's  peculiarities,  345. 
«»  ChrUlians  to  cultivate  this  grace  above  idl  othen,  459. 


INDEX. 

Love^  itsexceUent  effects  in  the  true  Chriflian,  461.      ., 

— -  of  fellow-creatures  befl  eaforce4    by  peculiar  do«fbnne^ 

547»  348- 
Low  flandard  of  practice  generallj  prevaliing,  t^S,  149.    170-* 

195, 
Lcwer  clafles,  not  unfit  that  true  do<5trine  of  acceptance  (bouIcT 
be  dated  to  them,  135, 136. 

M. 

M'Lauriny  his  eflays  and  fermons  referred  to,  1 2 1  •   141. 

Maurice^  Mr.  a  defender  of  ChrifHanity,  493. 

Maximsj  which  prove  human  corruption,  36. 

Medium^  religious,  almofl  lofl,  i88. 

MiitoHj  quoted,  65, 

iforalj  attainments  rated  abore  intelledual,  by  Chriftianity,  ^6y» 

-^  attainments,  how  much  more  we  can  excel  in  them  than  in 

intelle6lual  ones,  369,  370. 
Moravians^  commendation  of,  84. 

N. 

Natural  condition  of  man  without  Chriftianity,  48«>53« 
Nature^  eflential,  of  true  praftical  Chriftianity,  187. 
Necejity^  excufeonthe  plea  of,  dated,  and  anfwerod,  56 — 63. 

—  opponent  on  the  ground  of,  how  bed  oppofed,  57,  58. 
Nominal  and  real  Chridian,  didin^tion  between  them  mod  im- 
portant, 434. 

N^oveis,  prove  how  peculiarities  of  Chridianity  liave  hUen  intm 
negleft,  394—39^- 

O. 

Qije^ions  again  d  the  religious  affe<5tions  towards  Chrtft,  and 
againd  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  76—80. 

—  againd  human  accountablenefs,  difcufled,  56—65. 

«-  againd  the  religious  affe<^ions  towards  Chrid,  and  againd 
the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  difcufled,  79— lai. 


index: 

Oaignwh^  rices  mifiaken  for  fbrfikiag  tfaem,  4}|,  4^. 
Odm^  Dr.  referred  to,  jSt.  J9». 

P. 

P«fy,  Mr.  his  defence  of  Chrifiianity  noticed,  371,  400. 

PiP  hality  in  the  religious  Views  of  nominal  Chriftians>  x  70—1 76. 

fsrticMlar^  Chriftians  muft  not  fear  to  be  fb  when  required  by 

duty,  240* 
Fa/cats  thoughts  referred  to,  350. 

—  thoughts  recommended,  494. 

FeeuUar^  doctrines,  ufe,  in  promoting  humifity,  348— 350. 

—  in  promoting  moderation  in  earthly  purfuits,  jji* 

—  in  promoting  cheerfulnefs  in  fuffering,  35a,  ,353. 

mm  in  promoting  confidence  in  danger,  and  patience  in  fuffer- 

ing,3S3>3S4- 
i-»  in  promoting  heavenly  mindediiefs,  356. 

«—  doArines,  demand  ourutmofl  attention,  137—141. 

i-»  dodrines,  ufe  of,  341. 

—  do^bines,  ufe  of,  in  enforcing  importance  of  Chriflianity, 

34». 
■^  do£bines,  ufe  of,  in  enforcing  entire  furrcnder  to  God,  343. 

—  doctrines,  ufe  of,  ia  enforcing  guilt  of  fin,  and  dread  of  pu- 

nifhment,  3 43 >  344* 
—•  in  promoting  love  of  God,  345,  346* 
m^  in  promoting  love  of  fellow -creatures,  347,  348. 
Utthfifhj^  epi^urifm  and  (loicifm,  88. 
Pkafure^  the  true  Chriflian  finds  iji  Religion,  20 z— -203. 
FUa/ures  of  true  Religion,  46 1  —47 1 . 
pQliey^  miftaken,  of  compromife  with  immorality,  427,  428. 
Fdified  ftate  of "focicty  no  fecurity  againft  pro^efs  of  immorality, 

424,  425. 
Foliticaly  good  efFe<Els  from  the  prevalence  of  Chriflianity,  as 

above  defcribed,  403—420. 

—  good  effefts  from  revival  of  vital  Chriflianity,  421. 

—  bad  effects  from  its  farther  decline,  422<— 424. 
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Pjgfieah  happinefiof  a  Chriffian  nation,  404,  405. 

JDoMt/ and  parade,  votaries  o^  i8i. 

Poor  the^  more  ferourably  circumfianced  as  to  Religbn,  1 36.  ^i6» 

Pope^  the  Poct^  referred  to,  35 1. 

Ptfidar  notions  concerning  our  Saviour  and  the  Holy  Spiriti 

PraRicei  hints,  oh  impoitahce  of  ChriAiaiiityi  24,  i.^^ 

•—  on  human  corruption^  5^)  S7- 

-«-  on  mode  of  dealing  with  a  certain  defcHption  of  infidels^ 

—  on  the  means  of  exciting  our  affe^lions  towards  oar  Saviour^ 

143,  144- 

•  ■        •  •  • 

^mm  refpe6ting  love  of  eftiipationi  2^0— i  $5. 

—  refpe6ting  amiable  tempefs  imd  ufefiil  lives,  275. 
-^  to  naturally  fwcet  tempered,.2y6ft  ^ 

—  to  naturally  rough  andauflercj  27;^ — 285 « 

•*«•  to  true  Chriflian^  wh^n  ehgaged  in  hurry  of  woildty  affairs, 

28  j— 292. 
«*  to  perfons  deiirous  of  repenting,  jj{,  ^364 
•»  refpeding    ufes    of   peculiar    doArines    of   Ctirifiianityi 

342—358* 
<—  for  revival  of  Religion,  426—43 1 . 

—  to  vartoos  defcriptions,  434—4$  I  * 

«—  to  fiich  as,  having  been  hitherto  carelefi,  wiih  to  become  tru6 

Chriftians,  452-— 471. 
<—  to  fome  who  profefs  their  full  aflent  to  fundamental  doc* 

trines  of  Chriftianity,  472—478. 
•*  to  Sceptics  and  Unitarians,  478-^490. 

—  to  half-unbelievers,  490—494. 

—  to  troe  Chriftians,  from  {late  of  times,  49$'— foa. 

—  Chriftianity,  chapter  on,  i40<^359. 

—  prevailing  low  views  of  it,  149—150. 
— >  Chriftianity,  its  real  ftridnefi,  152,  153. 
•—  its  true  nature,  1 5$<— i6o. 

—  charged  on  all  without  exception  in  its  fi2lt'ftri<flnefi| 

161—167, 

L 1  ProaUd 
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Pr^aical  cmfchitb  of  iiegleft  6f  pecullaritlH  of  Chrfftfanifty  Jjs. 
•-  diftinftion,  fundamental,  betwtca  (yflehit  of  nominal  and 

real  Chriflians,  331 — 335. 
•—  precepts  of  Chri(Uanity»  moft  excellent^  37 1. 
^^  ufe  of  peculiar  do6farines  of  Chriftianity,  539. 
PrevoiUngy   low  views    of   practical  Chriftianity,    proo6  of 

them,  156. 
V  inadequate  fenfe  of  peculiar  doArines  of  ChriftianSf  331,  &e. 
Proiatimy  notion  of   difproves  prevailing  fyfiem  of  Religioni 

^FiBj^of  Chriftianity  *3  divine  origin;  372—374. 
Puritans^  many  of  their  writings  commended,  399. 

ieligion^  pradical  hints  for  its  revival,  426,  433* 

—  the  only  true  fupport  in  tmubk  and  peril,  47 1, 
Siepentance^  advice  for  fuch  as  are  difpofed  to,  4$1^^46o. 
Reputation^  true  Chriftian*s  condu6t  rcfpe6ting  il,  i35— ajj 

—  trueChriftian  preferves,  without  over- vai[uinjg;h,l39—gi44« 
Pdchardfon^  mentioned,  396. 

RAcrt/on^  Dr.  cenfurcd,  397 

Roffeau^  fchool  of,  a93— agj. 

Sceptictfin^  natural  hiftory  of  it,  479^-^-482, 

Sceptics  and  Unitarians,  advantage  they  have    in   attacking 

Chriftianity,  488 — 469. 
Scripture  doftrine,  importance  of,  to  ChrHlbnity,  16—19. 

—  do6lrine,  concerning  human  corruption,  26-^^14. 

—  do£trine,  concerning  Chrift  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  66,  67» 
Se^'deception^  frequent  fources  of,  435-»-4S2- 

■—  another  common  kind,  472—476. 

Sclf-cxaminatioriy  helps  in,  435'. 

Selfilknefs  of  common  pra£lical  Religion,  ^  76jf-'V84, 

•--  the  difeafe  of  political  focieties,  409. 

•r-  peculiarly  counteraAed  by  Chriftianitya  4l3fim4i6, 

|i  SfiifiUli% 
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SafjAita;^  tfoai^vt^  bow  litde  traty  valnabk,  and  how  dilRvntt 
(torn  true  pn£Aci[  bene?olencf ,  ^^y^^^^* 

Senfuali/ts^  clals  of,  1 79. 
Sin^  how  fpoken  of  in  Scripture,  jos. 
«—  defedive  conceptions  0^  196* 
5to^,  fatfe  notion  of  it,  to— S3. 

—  true  what,  24,  aj. 

I^iix,  no  little  oned^  3oo«-30). 

—  little,  what  accounted  fuch,  299 
Smth^  Dr.  AJiun^  iii.  270.  273.  398. 

Soame  Jenynsf  his  A^ew  of  the  Internal  Evidence  of  Chriftiaoity 

referred  to,  13.  400; 
ScfAi/i^j  with  which  Religion  is  explained  away,  193. 
Stage  the,  proof  from  its  being  frequented  by  nominal  Chrif* 

tlans  of  their  defedive  love  of  God^  5 17^— 3B0.  saS^wjjpi. 

—  proof  fix>m,  iiiuibated  by  political  andofy,  |2D» 
StatMi^sy  Rtligion  made  a  ftt  0^  19O1 191* 

Sterne  ftrongly  cenfuredy  294* 

Stri^ne/s  of  true  pra6lical  Chkriftianilyi  152,  x  $4* 

«—  of  our  fyftem,  objeded  to>  as  9Pt  foked  to  tlie  flite  Of  ibf 

world,  399. 
•—  the  charge  refuted,  400,  &c. 
Sundayy  hints  for  its  employment,  203««-205. 
«^  common  modes  of  unhallowing  it,  206—209. 
Supreme  regard  to  be  fet  on  God,  89.  i65**|B7, 
Swift's  Tale  of  a  T»b,  quo^  19a* 

7d^^,  votaries  of,  184, 

Tempers,  Chrifiian,  not  cultivated,  197.  2io« 

V  refpe6ting  human  eftimation,  237— -2419 

—  refpe^ing  calulhsny  and  difgrace,  243,  244. 

-^  when  too  muchimmerfed  in  worldly  bufinels,  287<«— 292, 

7%eatresj  Parifian,  319. 

7Z^0/nVa/entertainmeut$^prove  dclc^relove  of  God,  318. 


